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A Word to the Readers 

“Imam Ah and Political Leadership (Slydue! Nameh'f is the most 
comprehensive and useful part of “The Encyclopedia of Imam "Ali 
(a.s.) [Aftiwsii a til-imam Alt ibnAbi Pah by . Ii is the most perfect asset, 
for the organization of a well-founded Islamic Civilization and a 
system of ruling a state in today's human society. 

In reality. Imam Alt and Political Leadership is a book that speaks 
about the sovereignty of human values. Thus, this work is extremely 
help!ul and instructive not only for the Islamic world and statesmen, 
but also for all those who suffer from the dominance of power, 
wealth and fraudulence under various names, and for those who 
yearn for the prevalence of values (of which its foremost is justice). 
Thus and for Lhis reason, this parr of the "Encyclopedia” was 
translated prior ld other sections of this collection and presented as h 
separate volume to the interested readers. 

Before reading this volume, respected readers are requested to consider 
the following points: 

L 1m a m A ii a mi Po 1 1 i ka i L eadenh ip is a com p 1 e te t ra uslat i on [ i n to 
English] of the fourth volume of The Encyclopedia of Imam 1 Ali 
(a.s,J that also includes the Arabic text for those interested m haditb 
and historical texLs in its source language, 

2. The Introduction to this version of "Imam Ah and Political. 
Leadership'-' h more detailed than the fourth volume of the 
Encyclopedia, consisting along with new points, an analytical 
explanation for t lie reasons of Imam 'All’s (a.s.) solitude towards the 
end of his ruling and also the reasons behind the disruption and 
discontinuity of his government desphe his efficient policies. 


1 This analysis added tc the In trod act con of this book is taken from Volume 
Seven of :l 7i>? Encyclopedia, of Amt (d-Mu 'minin'* [in Persian] 
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3, The Introduction of Imam Ah and Political Leadership is a 
summary of the policies of Imam Ah (a.s,), In order to be fully 
aware of the policies of Imam ( AJi (a,s.) .in various fields, it is 
necessary to refer to the main text [of this volume] according to the 
order of the topics. 

4, The references in the footnotes of the Introduction' are just a 
part of the sources used in Imam Ah and Political Leadership and it is 
necessary to refer ro the main chapters of the book for further 
information about other sources. 

5, Wherever reference is made to a 'section 3 , it refers to the sections 
of the Encyclopedia of Imam ' All ibn Abi Talib. 

In the end, 1 would like to thank my respected colleagues and 
everyone else who collaborated in the compilation of the 
Encyclopedia of Imam c Ali ibn Abl Talib, in particular the eminent 
scholars Sayyid Muhammad Kazlm TabatabaX Sayyid Mahmud 
TabatabafT Nijad and the dear professor Mr, Muhammad 'All 
Mahdawl Rad, for their efforts in presenting analyses. 1 am also 
sincerely grateful to Mr. Ahmad Ridwani who took on the English 
translation of Siy&sat Iddmdj and the eminent scholar Hujjatul-Islam 
Mohammad Sharif Mahdavi and Mr. Zaid Alsalami lot editing this 
Work. I pray to. Allah the Beneficent lo bestow His rewards on them 
all, befitting His Grace and the dignity of the Master ol the Pious 
['All ibn Abi Talib (As.)]. 

O Lord, Deign to accept this from us! Verily, You are the All- 
Hearing, the All-Knowing. 1 


Muhammad Muhammad! Rayshahn 
21 Shawal 1431 
30 September 2010 





Introduction 


0 ) 

Politics in the Two Schools of Thought 

On the l8' h of Dhil Hijjah 3; AH/June 17,656 CE, Imam ‘All fa.s.) 
took over as leader of the Mi]slims and was martyred in his praver 
niche O]l Ramadan. 21 .40 AH /January Tbs rule thus 

lasted for just four years, nine months and three days. 

Among the many issues that merit discussion in relation to this 
period of his life a re the following: 

L How the Imam (a.sj came to power and the dimensions ot his 
political reform' 

2 , The various kinds of resistance against the policies of Imam 
Ah (a.5.), politically and militarily, and the wars and ochea conflicts 
during his short period of rulcrship; 

I he insubordination of Imam 'Air's (a.s^ army, their refusing 
10 go to battles and their weakness in front of the enemy and also 
tyrannical invasions, plundering and night raids by Mu'awtya; 

4 . The companions of Imam 'Ah (iu\) and his agents; 

5 , Events leading 10 the plot for the assassination of Imam 'Ah 
(a.s.) and his Martyrdom, 

Of these topics, perhaps the most important is the way that Imam 
c AIi fli.s,) organized his administration, and the reasons for his 
policies, and that is because of its relevance to the present era and the 
guiding principles it can offer to contemporary rulers, particularly to 
the statesmen of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the leaders of 
Islamic movements. We believe that a clarification of the political 
principles of Imam 'Ah (a,s,) and a comparison with those of the 
Umayyad school, would confirm the validity of the Imam's political 
principles in governing and respond to Lhe objections that some 
people have raised against them, both in the past and even today. 
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[ pfia ni All Mild F olmcal Leadci ^hip 

According to Imam ‘Alt («■*•>, political Insight U one oi the most 

crucial requirements of leadership. Imam “ rt ^ 
‘understanding and correct political perception as the secret to 
government’s success and survival, but also stresses that governing a 
State is exactly politics itscir. 1 He asserts that political m« pl b, ity .. 
a blight that undermines a statesman’s authority and can lead to 
downfall. In Imam’s view, therefore, rulers who do not possess such 
uoltLical insight will not be able to remain m power for long. 
Eventually, according lo the teachings of Imam ‘All faj.) the pursuit 
of ineffective and wrong policies is a clear sign of the decline o a 
government's authority and the weakness of a state. 

Therefore, the management of a society on the basis of Islamic 

principles, as defined by Imam 'Ah (a-S-), is c^Y P° sslble thlou ® h 
ihe effective leadership of the rulers. In other words, statesmanship is 
one of the general principles of management and It is equally 
important in other schools. What distinguishes Islam from other 
doctrines, and puts the political principles of Imam Alt (a s ) above others 
.rod those of Umaypd politics, is how politic ts viewed and 

understood, 


Umayyad Politics 

In the political ideology of the Umayyads, the only principle 
involved in politics appears to be identifying the goal mid achieving 
it through whatever means possible and necessary* Such approach to 
politics has been common in all societies throughout history. Even 
today* politicians and statesmen in the "International Community 
seem to have no other definition of politics than this. In other 
words, politics in the Umayyad School, is the same category as the 
common understandings of the governments that are not based on 
any principles or values, and for them, it is not the criteria for 
distinguishing between truth and falsehood that give them direction 
in their practices. In describing a politician;, Oswald Spenglcr says, A 
person who is politician by nature has nothing to do with the truth 
and falsehood of things. 11 


] Sec; i n/] {Causes uf Durability of Governments) 

2 See 10/2 (Causes uf the Decline of Gove r run am}- 
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The British philosopher Bertrand Russell had a similar view of the 
political motives and behavior of men in politics: 

Political motives in most people include profiteering, 
selfishness, competition and love of power. For instance, 
m politics, all human actions originate from the above 
traits. A political leader who can convince people that he 
would be able to satisfy these needs, would also be able to 
subjugate people in such a way that they get to believe 
that two plus two equals five, or his- authority has come 
down to him right from God. 

The political leader who neglects these basic motives is 
usually deprived of the support of the masses. The 
psychology of public mobilising forces is the most basic 
pari of the education of successful political leaders. Most 
political leaders achieve their positions by convincing 
people chat they have humanitarian ideals. It is easily- 
understood that- such a belief will be welcomed as it is 
emotionally appealing, bettering people, public lectures 
and sermons, illegal punishments, and wars are procedures 
and steps towards the development of emotions, 1 think, 
for the followers of illogical thinking, keeping people in 
emotions provides with a better chance to deceive them 
and make benefit from, them. 1 

I his interpretation at politics is clearly the same interpretation of 
L’niayyad statesmen, beginning with Mu'awiya. On this basis, and 
by relying on the slogan 'Kingdom is barren", m order to seh.e 
control and safeguard his acquired power, Mu'awiya was ready to 
commit any mischievous act and use any means to achieve this goal. 

The Politics of Imam r Ali (a.s t ) 

In the view of Imam 'Ah (a.s,), by contrast, politics is the 
administration of society based on Divine principles and values, and 
a truth-oriented movement. lie is quoted as .saying: 


J. Roberi Edward ligner, Bertrand Russell, Rest; Silhouette in S.bcyr 
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*. , >, * 

Kingdom is politics. * 1 

Thus lie (a,s.) never approved of doing anything simply for the 
purpose of achieving or retaining power. On the contrary, he never 
considered resorting to illegitimate measures, even if the alternative 
was the possible loss of rightful power. 

According to the teachings of Imam 'Ah politics involves 

recognizing and employing ol legitimate strategies to administer a 
society and provide its people with, material and spiritual welfare. In 
other words, in Imam ‘Mi’s (a.s.) teaching, exploiting illegitimate 
methods and lac Lies, to achieve ends, is not politics, rather they are 
deception, fraud and as in Imam ahSadiq (a.s.)’s words, ‘imposture 1 , 
even though they may appear eifective. 

Therefore, from the viewpoint of Imam 'Ali (a.s.), the government 
is based on mastery over the hearts and the subjugation of the 
intellects and emotions, not dominating over them by the exploitation 
and subjugation of their bodies. In such an understanding of 
government, there is no need to resort to duplicitous and illegitimate 
political strategies and methods. According to Imam 4 Ali {a.s,}, 
power has no sanctity other than to administer justice, and therefore 
there is no reason to resort to illegitimate or underhand methods to 
preserve it. Such mastery over hearts is only possible by using 
legitimate methods and by treating people in accordance to the 
principles of justice and truth. Unlawful and false policies may 
achieve and maintain power for a short while;, but they wilt nevei last 
long and they bring nothing to peopte but harm and loss: 

j- p 

■dyr L lL* L-Cj jj_0 

"Truth has a [lasting] sovereignty while falsehood has a [short¬ 
lived] III in.” 1 


], fit-y'i tttcih by yi l Saduq., p. 132, 

2. imam al-Sadiq {*.£.} says about MuTwiyaA political cunnirtgness. "It is 
imposture and devi harness; it looks like itifillect hue it is noL irtLellcct (iti- 
K;ifr, vol J, p. II-J 

i vol. 2, p. .141. 
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Imam 'All’s (a.s.) Reforms 

In accordance ro this approach towards government ;jik! 
understanding of politics, Imam Ali (a.s.), immediately after taking 
over the reins of power, launched a series of state reforms, calling for 
'social and economic justice'. He declared that his main object in 
accepting government was to ‘embark on reforms and restore 
suppressed rights'. Imam -All (a,s.) believed that Lhe events that 
occurred after the death of the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) had 
radically distorted the values that he (s.a.w.) had introduced, and 
ill ere was as a result a great inconsistency between the rule and 
example of the Prophet (saw), and what had been done in the name 
of an Islamic State', In his formal statement at the beginning of his 
Caliphate, Imam All (a.s.) hud asserted that what had previously 
been done had been inconsistent with the conduct (strati) and 
tradition {sxnnah) of the Messenger of Cod (s.iiw.). He believed that 
the current sLaie o| affairs was unacceptable* and there was a strong 
need to establish new ways and procedures oi govern men L p and that 
this idea can be achieved by the ‘code of conduct and reforming of 
Imam Ali (a.s.)’ which are in concordance with the "Prophetic 
traditions and reforms 1 rather than the 'tradition of lire two 
Sheikhs, 

Imam All (a.s.) with his deep political insight realized that such a 
process of radical reforms would not be tolerated by the people who 
had become accustomed to reversed values over a period of years: 

, I J h 1 j ^ dJj I d ^ *23 ^ 

Neither hearts can bear ii nor can intellects stand firm before 
it. 2 

However, he was a truths fieri led statesman who regarded honesty 
m speech and clarity in position as well as adherence to the truth, 
and nothing less, as being the very essence of politics. Thus, in his 


1. The Jrr.Kf rwf.i Caliphs. 

2. N<Uij ftl-Batigkak, Sermon 92/a, h i & 8. [Translations of Nakj al-Balaghah 
through out this book are mainly adopted from Sayyid ’All Red a and William 
ChiaicT. | 
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very first statement after accepting the leadership ol the community, 
he explicitly declared an unrelenting struggle against the errors and 
deviations of latest years, without the slightest fear of the political 
re percussions and social tensions that would ensue. 

Policies of Imam Mi (a,s,) concerning Confrontation with Deviations 

Irnfim 'Alt (a,s,) had a deep and precise awareness of what had 
befallen Lhe people and knew how they had acclimatized to the 
deviations; he therefore became determined to embark on reforms. 
He knew both the depth of the calamity and the difficulty of 
removing u from every circle ol the society', i bus, Imam All (a.s.) 
acted neither hastily nor unplanned. He divided the reforms he 
intended ro make into two categories: 

1. Fighting against administrative and economic corruption, 

2. Fighting against cultural deviation. 


fhe Policy of Administrative and Economic Reformation 

Imam 'Ali (a.s.) began to encounter administrative and economic 
deviations and fight against corruption in these areas from the very 
beginning of his rule. He expelled incompetent, corrupt and ill- 
behaved administrators from their posLs and reclaimed the plundered 
public treasury 7 . 


On the first day of his rule, Imam proclaimed Ins intended reform 
policy in the following thought provoking words: 

„_Ip * JjUil Jws 1 Ij ^ ,-J^ i hi j o' j. 


"You should know tin at if I responded to you, 1 would lead 
you as 1 know I should, and would not care about whatever 
one may say or reproach, tL 

Meaning, you should comply with me in a way that I know. Imam 
'Ali (u.s.) is a truth-centered person, proficient in the mnnah and 


]. Set: s/'J, h is 
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absorbed in God. What is thought-provoking here is that Imam 
indicates that he knows that compelling: people to comply with his 
way, would lead to hardships, or even more, being followed with 
rebukes, faultfinding, and stirring up the society, but his motto was 
l I am a truth-centered and I safeguard the truth and nothing else 1 . 

Then, on the second day of his Caliphate, he asserted in his lofty 
status of social guidance, and in view of Ins great responsibility of 
leadership, saying: 


J -Oi 1 JU tLSaP 1 JU Js j jl^ C'dail J5 jl 

fLj-!' 1 y "V ,Jjk 1 jU k iJ-'iA I d-_-_ 

v'-cdl J j[i s d-j- JJ 2 i U 1 jTJ' Jf 


. i ■ - f v 

J J-t3 

Know that any land that TJ thru an hat] granted and any wealth 
from God J s property that he had given as gift will be refunded 
to the Public Treasury" as nothing can annul previous rights. If 
I Find the assets I will restore them to their rightful place, even 
if they arc given as dowries to women or distributed among 
cities; for "spaciousness is only in justice, and for whomsoever 
justice is constraining, oppression will be even more sc.” 1 

In a fervent, awakening and thought-provoking sermon. Imam 

spoke widely on Lhe same day about the responsibilities of the 

authorities of a community in realizing social justice, stressing that 

he would not give a special privilege to anybody to use Public 

Treasury; and those who have taken public treasury, plots of land, 

water, well-bred horses, and beautiful maids through usurpation, 

should know that Imam ' Ali (a. 5 .) will confiscate them all and return 

them to the Treasury. 

# 


These words came down like a heavy thunderbolts, striking like a 
blacksmith’s hammer, on the heads of those who had plundered and 
pillaged (illegitimately) and were now extremely worried- Thus Imam 
Ali 5 s (a, 5 .) outcry, advocating justice, reverberated more than ever 


I See 2/3, L 72. 
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among the well-known figures that, soon turned into sLaunch 
opponents of his (a.s.) ruling. 

These mottos were announced and the people got familiar with a 
resonance, unknown to them up to then. 

On the third day of imam 'All's (a.s.) rule,, people sought to 
receive then portion of the Public Treasury, Imam ordered his scribe, 
L buydullah ibn Raff as fallows: 

Start from Muhajinn (the emigrants). Call for them and 
give them three dinar* each. Then, call lot the Ansar (the 
supporters) and treat them similarly. Anyone else that 
comes to you, black or red, or,,,, treat them the same way 
as you tr eaLe d. Muhajir'in and Ansar .' 

The elders among the people found that Imam 'All's (j.s.) plan ol 
economic justice was nor a slogan, hut that it was indeed a real and 
very serious practice. Objections were raised before the scribe of the 
Imam [a.s.], who Liter reported them to him. Not only did the Imam 
remain unmoved by the onset of oppositions, [especially Irom 
insolent figures] and did not hesitate on his pa tig rather lie asserted 
the continuation of his reforms decisively. Me said: 

. P- 1 -/j ■ ■ 11 1 Jjp- , , ■ J S' '-C-.-d--.- I U [ J X IJ- 

“by God, if] remain [irs power] and slay secure and sound, 1 
will set ihem firm oil a bright path." 

From this very moment the vengeance for the killing of c Uthmari 
began I Was ii noi ironic thaL some of the gold-hoarders and affluent 
stipulated tSieij allegiance to. the Imam on the following Lwo conditions? 

1. 'Ah (a.s.) should not meddle with the wealth that they have 
.seized during the rule oi 'U thin an. 

2. The murderers of TJthen an should he identified, arrested 
and killed, 

l lowevtT, t ic Imiim knew that the revenge for 'UthmimT bloodshed 
was only a pretext. I'heir main concern was to prevent L AIL (a.s,) from 
taking back the illegitimate riches and treasured up properties left 


l See 2/h R 
2 . Ibid. 
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over from the era of 'Uthmam Regarding this, the Imam had heard 
various proposals and had strongly rejected all the proposals which 
were compromising, contradictory to the restoration of rights and 
based on trampling on the Public Treasury, 

The Policy of Cultural Reformation 

In different parts of the Encyclopedia of Imarn 'All’s (ax), the 
reasons lor people's uprising against X'tbmiin'T rule are mentioned; 
the most important oi which was standing up against administrative 
vices and economic corruptions. 1 2 People were fed up with trie unfair 
extravagance and nepotism and would not tolerate the incompetent 
sovereignty and incapability of the statesmen who had been assigned 
to their posts, only because of their attachment to the Caliph, 
Accordingly, from the early days of his rule, Imam 'Alt (ax) started 
his bureaucratic and economic reforms, despite all the difficulties 
that arose thereby, However, the society was not yet ready for the 
accomplishment of cultural and intellectual reforms and fight 
against distortions of values and deviations which had taken place in 
various dimensions in the Islamic state. Imam All (ax) had to delay 
and act prudently, preparing the ground and then begin the struggle. 
In other words, this movement was in need of more stability and 
stronger establishment in his government. L'hat was why Imam ‘Ah 
(ax) declared: 

■ f H' Jiil | _-X>- l iUi l i ,_£U_lj O Jj 

“If my steps remain firm through these slippery places, [ 
shall alter [many] things.'" J 

I he Imam could not easily and immediately build a different 
culture and fight against what had been fixed in the people’s minds, 
tongues, souls, and characters over a period of twenty five years and 
they were accustomed to, so far. 

Without doubt, this fight would have raised widespread discontent 
and exacerbated the already complex affairs, hindering the chance for 


1. See The hatydopedta vf Amu a I-Mu 'minin'’ i.a.s.}, vol, 3, p, jyy (Causes of Uprising 

against l U[hinan} : 

2. 5ce 2/4, h 73. 
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other reformations. Therefore, forbearance hud to be shown until the 
appropriate time came. 

Nonetheless, Imam 'Mi (a.s.) embarked on reforms on the basis of 
precise planning, clear perspective and explicit goals, aiming at 
restoring the community back to the Prophet’s (s.a.w.j conduct and 
tradition. He took the first step toward the founding and expansion 
of social justice and implementation of administrative and economic 
reforms, carrying it cm to the end of his- life in order to Lay the 
foundation for an 'Islamic 3 community in its absolute moaning, 
based on the Qur’anic values and Divine doctrines. It is regretful 
Lhat evil-mindedness, inhumanity and tyranny hindered this great 
man of justice and faith, from achieving all those noble goals. 

What we are dealing with here is an account of the most fundamental 
reforms of Imam E AIi (a.$.) in the bureaucratic, cultural, economic, 
social, judicial security, military and international areas, based on 
texts of history and traditions, while trying to explain the principles 
of the reforms, Without question, a thorough explanation of the 
foundations of Imam 'Albs policies and an interpretation of his 
reformation certainly demand more efforts and time. 



( 2 ) 

Ruling over the Hearts 

Islam is the religion of governance {bukitmah)^ as is dearly evident 
in the doctrines oJ this Divine faith, However, a close study of the 
Islamic texts dealing with the foundations of an Islamic government 
indicates that Islam is a religion that rules ovei people’s hearts rather 
than over their ’bodies’, dominate them with political authority. The 
principles of this type of ruling and statesmanship are tantamount to 
the political foundations of Lhe Islamic state and the political 
foundations of Imam 'Ah’s (a.s r ) ruling system are die very foundations 
o t Islamic management. 

Islam is the system for the material and spiritual advancement of 
human beings. The most basic element of this code is love. The role 
of love in the actualization of an Islamic government and the plans 
provided by the Divine religion for the development of human 
society is so highly emphasized upon, that Imam al-Baqir (As.) 
considers the religion of Islam as nothing other than love, saying: 

ViiS-lMAiuJi A 

is religion anyth mg but love? 1 

In the view of Imam ’All (a.s.) ? the mam pillars of Islam and the 
principles ot its plan of perfection .ire based on love for Allah, In 
this regard he says: 

j l ■=■ L a '. - i s * \ ^djl I 'i j-* Oj 

. -wjAj * b I j . -ciD- d _p>- 

‘"Verily, this Islam is die religion which Allah lias chosen io j 
H imself formulated before 1 lis eyes, lor which He selected the 
best among Hie Creation and He established its pillars on His 


I. Da a 'itn alls!tint, voL I, p 73. friendship in tlic QuiTn and bad jib p. 259 
‘1. Nahj al-BalMghab, Sermon J9S 
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Religious and truthful political leaders of the Islamic nation are 
manifestations of the people's love for their Lord and the people's 
love for them is love for God. In this respect, the fundamental basis 
of die Islamic government ls beyond people’s allegiance and their 
votes. An Islamic government is rooted in the people’s love. This is 
indeed the secret of .so much emphasis given by the Holy Qur'an and 
Islamic traditions regarding love of AhhiJ Bayt (a.s,). 

On the other hand, it is dearly evident that love is not something 
whic h could be gained by compulsion, It is not possible for a person, by 
merely reading a statement or a pamphlet, to start loving someone or 
something or being forced to do so, contrary to Iils inner drive. 

Man loves beauty. This love for beauty lies deep in his soul, and 
by naLure, he loves all types of material and spiritual beauties. 
Consequently, if he views someone's personality, manner and 
behavior as beautiful, he would fall in love with him; and if he finds 
him displeasing, he would turn away from him. This is what human 
nature dictates, unless this inner nature changes. 

We therefore understand that the secret of the emphasis on 
showing love for AhUil Bayt (a.s.) and Lhe philosophy ol its necessity, 
are in persuasion to achieve seal knowledge about them, hs then 
character, behavior and treatment of people is so beautiful and 
attractive that true and unbiased knowledge of them simply leads to 
loving and attachment to them. How is it possible for a person Lo see 
and know so much inner beauty in the conduct ol Imam 'Ah (a.s.) 
and yet noi to love him, unless one has lost his human conscience 
and defiled his pure and noble nature? This is the secret of Lhe 
people’s such fervent love and devotion towards Imam “Ali (a.S.), 
Clearly, those who love him arc of various types throughout history 
and unbounded by ideologies and beliefs, from all schools of 
thought; as beauty and the love for beauty have no boundaries, such 
as love for Imam ''Ah (a.s.) who is the greatest manifestation of 
beauty on earth. 

lhe cum port client of tin arn 'Ali (a.s.) during his life was tota ly 
adherent with the truth, truth-centered ness and the spreading of 
truth, lie (a.s.), during his brief period of reign, demonstrated the 
most beautiful aspect of human rule. Would it be possible to behold 
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linjim "All’s (a.s.) grace, beauty and its manifestation in his 
government and yet not to fail m iove with, it?! 

Now, before we elaborate on the historical tests and traditions 
relating to the statesmanship of Imam 'All (a.s.), we intend to review 
the Imam’s political principles in government, This review would be 
very bnei and within our limited ability and time. In reality., 
restating these principles is manifesliug the secret of the beauties and 
attractions of Imam 'Ali (as.) and indicating the political principles 
of ruling over hearts. We hope that the officials of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran do their besL in getting to know, introducing and 
implementing these beauties and try to identity the reality of their 
political and administrative lit? as well as Lheir transient 
responsibility with Imam ' Ali fa.s-.), and hence delineating a beautiful 
perspective of the government of Imam "Ali (a.s.) for all mankind. 

Oq e: Administrative Policies 

I he managerial policies of Imam 'Ali (a.$.) in administration can 
be stated in ihe following principles: 

1. Honesty in Politics 

HonesLy is the mos’ fundaments I principle in the administrative 
policies of Imam 'Ali (a.s.), Ihroughout history, statesmen were 
mostly dishonest Lo people; what they have told people was not what 
they had thought about, nor acted upon accordingly. Imam L Ali (a.s.) 
had set honesty and truthfulness to the people, as a .steadfast 
principle in his sovereignty and remained faithful to it from the curly 
days of his reign lo the moment of his Martyrdom. Without doubt, 
honesty Iras been one of the most significant causes of lire everlasting 
attractions ol Imam "All's (a.s.) rule over the hearts throughout 
history and an explicit distinction between his (a.s.) politics and the 
Umayyad politics. 

In the Umayyad culture, honesty is meaningless. All sons of 
fabrication, lies and imposture are the motif of their politics. As: 
previously mentioned and as it is evident to those having a slight 
familiarity with the history of politics, most statesmen of the past 
had no implication of politics except for inversion of reality and 
truth and spreading falsehood in their interactions. Nairn ting a 
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memory of a true follower of Imam All's (as.) school of politics, the 
(ate Imam Khomeini in this respect would be very beneficial and 
interesting. After his first intense attack against the tyrannical 
monarchy he was arrested and a high government official met with 
him and spoke to him about politics, Ilis account of what that 
person said is as follows: 

"{He said;] Politics is a kind of malice, falsehood, 
rascality, etc, so you 3 d better leave it to us!” 

Imam Khomeini goes on to say: 

"He was right in that. If politics is such, then it is theirs.' 11 

As for the professional statesmen, if lying, deception and 
hypocrisy arc eliminated from politics, nothing will be left of it for 
ih«n. Imam L Ali (a.s.) politics is in extreme contradiction with this. 
In his view, honesty is the primary condition of statesmanship, [f 
honesty is left out of the statesmen's actions and relations with 
people, then, human rights, adherent to law, social justice, and being 
truth-oriented, etc.,., would be meaningless and vain. In other words, 
all these in the absence of honesty would be mere slogans for 
deception of people anti instruments for further violation of their 
rights. 

In the politics of Imam c Ah (a.s.), employing Inverting' methods 
is permissible only in battles, within all its restrictions, exceptions, 
and frameworks which will be pointed out when mentioning Lhe 
warfare policies of the Imam (a.s,). 

2. Truth -Orien Iution 

Adherence to the truth is the mam festal ion of political honesty in 
Imam 'All's (a.s.) government, and ls evident all through the short 
period of Imam ‘All's (a.s,) reign. He thought of nothing but truth 
and intended nothing but the establishing ol tights. His outcry was 
foi the restoring of rights and his silence was for preparing the 
grounds for safeguarding the truth. His teachings in this regard arc 
very thought-provoking and awakening. There were many who spoke 
of truth and claimed to be adherent to it; but when their personal, 


L. Wilitynte p. M>2 - 19H, 
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group and sectarian interests happened Lo conflict with their slogans, 
their interpretations and justifications would come to theii aid ro 
surrender the truth, But, Alis’s steadfastness and firm stance on truth 
and right is indeed a matter of wonder. In his view the ‘Principle 1 2 is 
fight. So it must be equally applied to everyone and practiced by all, 
friends, near of kin, insiders, outsiders, etc, 

Adherence to the Law 

Law is a strong cord that brings union and alliance among 
different social strata. What is addressed here is not the issue of 
lawlessness, as a lawless society es not a human society, rather a 
jungle,. In fact, the position of law and the way rulers and people- 
look at h, hold significance. The sanctity ui law according to Imam 
c Ali (a.*.) is something irreplaceable. This can he seen in many texts, 
such as "Imam 'Alt (a.s.) Encyclopedia 1 ", where it reports Ins 
interaction with people in financial matters, implementation of legal 
punish men is, judgments, etc. Contemplating on these narrations will 
show that from the view of Imam ‘ ALi (a.s.) no one was above the law 
and no person or no authority could hinder the execution of Divine 
law. The position of Imam Ali (a.s.) dearly indicates that lie did not 
regard himself as a man of authority above the law. 1 This was why he 
did not tolerate any compromising and struggled against flattery and 
hypocrisy in politics, strongly fought against falsehood, pretending 
rightful ness (as a show), baseless [ustificalions and [personal] 
interpretations that w r ere so prevalent in the Umayyad politics. 

4, AdminLtnilive Discipline 

Imam 'All (a.s.) frequently and emphatically enjoined orderliness 
in affairs and discipline in behavior. This instruction was so 
important lhai Imam, even in Ins deathbed —where he would 
naturally have stated his most significant and efficient instruct! ons- 
emphasized it.' 

He viewed organization in life and discipline in action as among 
the lofty goals of Divine Revelation: 


1. Sic 3/3, h. 89- 

2. See y's, h. a to. 






M) 


Imam Ati and Political Leadership 

. . . U t !■- (T-^ I J * Ijjj L" 1 ■ f''" '—I J |j <J Lfl /*Lp- -cj Q 'j i 

“Verily, in ic [the Qur'an] there is the knowledge of [lie fin Lire, 
the accounts of the past, the remedy to your maladies, and 
(what brings) order of your affairs.” 1 

He would continuously advise his administrators to attempt to 
maintain administrative discipline and not to forget orderliness in 
affairs, doing whatever they plan to in its due time and not wasting 
their mne in disorder and confusion. 

5. Appointment of Competent and Capable Administrators 

Administrators are the executive arms of the rulers and they are 
the agents of establishing justice and spreading the law in society, 
i heir competence, capability, steadfastness and behavioral soundness 
have doubtlessly the most effective function in organizing the society 
l ii its various dimensions. I herdore, from the perspective ol Imam 
'All (a.s,), in the appointing of administrators, competence and 
merits must be the criteria, rather than kinship or any kind of social 
relations. 'Meritocracy 3 is the quintessence ot appointment in Imam 
'Ali's (a.s.J politics. Moral competence, nobility, expertise and 
capability should be the criteria for the appointments, and noi 
kinship, or any kind of causal, factional, and sectarian relations, 
particularly if they are with political motivation^ and void or iruLh), 

J lie Imam maintains that, directors and officials do not have the 
right to grant governmental posts to people on the basis of familial or 
political relations, I’bey do not have tlie permission to consign people's 
affairs to those who do not come from a noble and righteous family; 
they are not privileged to assign those who are far from moral virtues 
and good disposition, L hey cannot employ those who do noi possess 
the proper expertise and necessary cheerfulness m performing executive 
jobs. He (a.s.i viewed die job of an administrator as a 'trust 1 thai should 
not be consigned to anyone but a trustworthy person. 

A Providing the Admin islrulors with Their Financial Needs 

Imam believed that the administrators must enjoy sufficient 
remuneration. According to Imam All (a.s.), in preventing othe 


I. See h. 10], 
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formation of any corruption and in introducing reforms, it is 
necessary that administrators be handsomely remunerated. In this 
case, on one hand, they will avoid the embezzlement of the Public 
Treasury, and on the other hand, the officials will have the authority 
to punish the mutinous and treacherous and discipline the corrupt 
so that they would have no excuse for violation. 

7. Special Care for I he Armed Forces 

Armed forces are the strong fortresses for safeguarding the 
sovereignty of a community. Their military power is definitely very 
effective in maintaining security and preventing the intrusion of the 
enemy, and above all, in barring even the slightest temptation by the 
rebels to launch an invasion. Military forces according to Imam 'Ali 
(a.s.) must enjoy special care from the officials. They must interact 
with troops as fathers do with their sons 

8, Necessity for Selling up an Establishment to Monitor the Function of 
l he Administrators 

The world is a slippery place, and worldly attractions and glamour 
may cause one to blunder and fall. The officials arc to take utmost 
care in selecting worthy administrators, and appointing pure-hearted, 
good-tempered and steadfast people for ad mini str a live tasks, Once 
they achieve this goal, they should not feel relieved of possible 
administrative corruption, violation of the law and behavioral 
abnormalities. Therefore, setting up an organization for supervising 
the administrators behavior and watching over the administrative 
violations and deviations would be mandatory. Imam 'All (a.s.) 
strongly forbade prying into peoples privacy m a ruling system; J but 
he always emphasized the surveillance over employees of an Islamic 
state and monitoring the behavior of administrators through certain 
intelligence establishments, lest they should neglect their duties or 
violate people’s rights by means of their power and the authority 
which is at their disposal. 

That section of Imam’s letters in this respect and his letters to the 
wrongdoing administrators such as Ash huh ibn Qays, Ziyad ibn 


J. See Nabj (rf-Ba!agbdh t letter S3. 
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Abi.li. r Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas, Qudama ibn 'Ajlan, Masqat a ibn Hay bars, 
and Mundhir ibn Jarud, indicate that he (a.s.) had employed very 
powerful intelligence establishments in his government to monitor 
the administrators. 

However, what is very important here is that the informants were 
both honest and faithful so that they would watch over carefully, 
follow up steadfastly and investigate honestly on one hand, and be 
truthful and loyal in their reports on the other 

The people that Imam H Ali (a.s.) had selected for this extremely 
important task were so highly endowed with justice, truthfulness, 
and authority that their reports were the bases for administrative 
rewards and punishments. Based on the reports, those who had done 
good were rewarded, the treacherous were punished once proven 
guilty and the corrupt ones were expelled from work, in order to set 
an example for others. 

9* Prevention of Gifts 

In order to put an end to bribery m the bureaucratic system and 
cleanse the society of this evil and corruptive practice, he (a.s.) 
banned the acceptance of gifts. Nonetheless, imposters will try to 
penetrate into the administrative body of the government to utilize 
the state facilities by any possible means. Imam (a.s.), therdore, 
considered the acceptance ot gifts by the administrators as 
transgression i&httfaf) and called Lnc bribery as a kind of polytheism 
(shirk). 

10* Decisiveness together with Tolerance 

Imam 'All’s (a.s.) behavior highly represented decisiveness and 
tolerance. From Ins point of view, administrators must practice 
tolerance and flexibility while being decisive. He regards extreme 
violence as harmful to management and he also considers too much 
leniency and easygoingness in administering justice in people’s 
affairs as detrimental. According to Imam (a.s,), a successful manager 
would be he who can devise a midway between decisiveness and 
compassion, strictness and leniency. Wherever there is need for 
firmness, he should practice it and not back down; and if Leniency is 
demanded for being successful, he should not avoid using it. 
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Decisiveness coupled with tolerance, and strictness joined with 
leniency is the strategy that Ins am 'All (a.s.) employed to prevent 
rebefs from turning more rebellious and the hopeful from becoming 
desperate. Pondering on factual examples of what was said here -and 
presented in this boob-would be very instructive, 


Two: Cultural Policies 

Discussing the various dimensions of’ cultural policies demands 
much wider attention. Here, however briefly, we will mention certain 
points as an introduction to texts of history and hadith\ 


1. Development of Education 

hi Imam ' All’s (a.s.) system of government, cultural development 
precedes economic development, for the fact that economic 
development- is not possible without cultural development, and also 
unconscious society submerged is j ignorance neither enjoys Lhe 
economic possibilities, facilities and blessings nor is ir endowed with 
skills to use them or be even aware of the necessity to use them. 
Cultural and educational development is a true need of the human 
soul and mind, and economic development is the need of the body, 
Without doubt rhe needs of the sou! and the intellect supersede Lhe 
needs of the bodv. 

4 

I mam Ah [a.s.) considered knowledge as the origin and basis of 
all physical and spiritual goodness and a criterion for the evaluation 
oi human beings. He believed that ignorance is the source of all evils 
and disappointments: 


f ?- 


■-0 [_£ -K-J 1 «— _! 

'The worth of every person is what he knows,” 1 * * 

■ _r* I I ■ .Jo j-D' p-rUj! 

“Knowledge is the root of all good, and ignorance is the origin 
of all evils ,” 7 


I. See Stifnct an s Wisdom in the Qjit and iladith l l/rjO. 

-■ Ibid. h. 15 For more iufyrmation on die (en.u denoting i3ie precedence of cultural 

develop me in over economic development, .^ee Chapter Two of Fart One of the 

hook, 







34 


Imam All and Political Leadership 


He (a.s.) also emphasized that, die people's need tor knowledge 
and acquisition of moral virtues are higher than their economic 
needs: 


^ . T - 1 I ,_ll A'l ^jlw3 [jj jl 

"Verily, people need righteous manners (adab) more than they 
need silvc r a n d gol d . 111 


r 1 Jl r^J 


l _*_C- ■■ ^-LvjSl iJ,- 1 11 

* L Verily> your need to acquire manners is more than your need 
to acquire silver and gold,""' 


By looking at this ssme from another perspective, we notice that 
ihc Divine teachings have clearly stated (hill the philosophy of 
Revelation, the secret of Prophethood and the reason for government 
in die doctrine of Prophecy is to educate and discipline human 
beings, remove ignorance and motivate the intellect. Similarly, Imam 
"Ah (as.) whose mind, tongue^ and manners were the clarifiers and 
explainers of the Prophetic culture, has presented this reality in a 
very beautiful form in his sermons.' Ik 1 clearly presented in his 
practical way of life the necessity of attaching importance to the 
culture of the society, giving priority to education over daily human 
needs and stressing the development of culture along with other 
dimensions of life. Mow subtly he defines the "age of pagan 
ignorance [jahiliyya)” as a symbol of spreading ignorance and total 
destruction of knowledge, and without doubt a Divine Prophetic 
community and that of Imam ‘Aids (a,s.) tolisl be far from that," 


2 . Rerunning the Culture 

Among t lie sublime and eminent policies ot Imam 'Ah (a,s.) is the 
baule against false traditions, impolite manners, unsuitable behaviors, 
and the emphasis on decent manners and befitting behaviors, or, in 
short, rectifying the culture of the public. Imam Ah fa.s.) would 


1 Ghiifiir (il-Hikuns, I:. 

2 Ibid. h,. 3 B 35 . 

3 See Nahj al-Bal&ghfih, Sermon 18'?. 

4 See Nnkj a!Bidaghtiki Sermon 1 
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advise his administrators not to eliminate anything from the society 
on the pretext that it is left over from the past. He would ask Lhem Lo 
have (i thorough study of them and support the beneficial and 
humane traditions and light only against evil traditions, and never 
tolerate their perpetuation and expansion, 

3. Criticism, Yes! Duller?, Never! 

Criticism is a right by means of which other rights are restored. It 
prevents despotism ‘the most dangerous pitfall of governments-. 

In a society where criticism is free and people are able to disclose 
Lire rulers’ deficiencies and flaws, the statesmen can better notice 
their own weaknesses, fight against corruption and injustice and 
offer valuable services. 

On the other hand., in Lhe absence of cnticisin, the grounds will be 
paved lor the emergence of flatterers* sycophants and hypocrites, J'he 
statesmen's weak points in policies, plans anti steps will also remain 
unnoticed, and thus corruption* decadence, and injustice in governmental 
organizations will develop, leading lo the fall of lhe governments. 

When the Commander of lhe Faithful (a.s.) took over the 
government, undue praises and exaggerated compliment's about 
authorities' were part of the general culture. The rulers did not 
prevent these things on the contrary they further encouraged them, Et 
was in tins way that the culture of flattery anti sycophancy had 
developed and the cunning enemies of truth had achieved political 
and social positions by flattering the commanders and authorities, 
without being qualified for those jobs. 

On Lhe other hand, since the authorities were never criticized, they 
began to slowly consider themselves immaculate and flawless, to lhe 
extent ihaL they took the constructive and compass loti ate criticisms 
as offensive and deemed il necessary to stand against them, in order to 
protect their position, 

Of the most exciting and exhilarating measures of Imam ' Ali (a.s.) 
taken in rectification of Lhe common culture, was battling against 
flattery and sycophancy and his stress on constructive criticism. 
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He (a.s.) asked his administrators to appoint their associates, 
c omul tarns and companions! from among people who were more 
straight forward in their impartiality and their sincerity. They were 
told that they must treat them in a way that they would never appeal 
to flattery, evade any criticism or excessively praise [others]. He (a.a.) 
would also openly and staunchly oppose any praises [made to 
himself] and mordantly respond to those who praised him. He asked 
people neither lo praise nor to flatter him for his Divine duties, but 
instead to criticise him benevolently if they found anything wrong 
with his plans or if they found his manners in need of criticism, and 
that they should not talk to turn the way they talk to the tyrants. 


Interestingly enough, the Commander of the Faithful (a,s.) had 
brougin up the issue of letting others criticize him, not only in 
regular circumstances but even on the most critical occasions of his 
government, like amid the battle or Sifiin. 


It so happened that in an exciting speech, Imam (a,s r ) made some 
remarks regarding the mutual rights of the leadership and the people. 
One of his companions who was very excited by these points began 
as usual, to praise and applaud him while expressing his loyalty. 
Without being influenced by his praising and applause or even being 
concerned about the sensitive and critical current circumstances. 
Imam (a.s.) responded to such admiration as follows: 


4J ) l I I,_ _J - ,T-|- 0 1 J* Uj ' hi? -L-f : ,h jl J|-' I vl- M b- I y* Ojjl 

1 i^j' ,-T^-b Jt>- j_hib Ol y^-&_S aij- 


x> '.!■ 'h--h 1 d ilib d'uL O 'l - 




JlS jjb kXvw" j t f U- 
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. r \ i'A 1 L* I jUp ^ j 'i_i ■, I o (_ ,_i y'a- 
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r liit-l _ r I h 1 _i I, J, J-J Jp- J ""j! Ui^>1 Jt \ jdLA'j i^aj'uALi iJ _daJ Li-h 1 j 

. -.-.1> Jjt i J-hd I iulp- j i j .Aj I A d J Li o' 1 ,jfk I 1 v ^ 

“According io righteous people, the worst trail of rulers is that 
il may be thought about them that they love glory, and their 
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affairs may be taken to be based on pride. I really hate that it 
may occur to your mind that I love high praises or to hear 
eulogies. By the Grace of Allah, f am not like this. Even if J had 
loved to be mentioned like this. 1 wou ld have quickly given it up 
in submissiveness before God 

“Do not address me in the same manner despots are addressed, 
do not evade me as the people of passim j arc (to be) evaded, do 
not meet me with flattery and do not think chat I shall lake it 
badly if a true thing is said to me or chink that l wish to be 
admired, because the person who finds the truth said to him 
or justice presented to him unbearable, it would be more 
difficult for him to act upon them/' ! 


Furthermore, he draws the following conclusion from his words: 
Vr ‘ rJ| ^ — 1 ■ <_! 


I I * J J 


• V O ij* -0J ol V' ^ j> ■jjLo 


rhtrrefore, do not abstain from saying the truth to me or 
pointing out a matter of justice, because l do not regard myself 
being immune from mistake, J am not mum me from making 
mistakes in my actions, unless God helps me in my affairs as 
1 le is more Powerful than I am 1 2 


By these words, Imam 'Ali (a.s.J clearly expressed that if it were 
not through God’s assistance and his Divine infallibility {'ismah), he 
would possibly DIE into mistakes loo, Despite his enjoyment of this 
Divine immunity, he did not want people to he hindered by bis 
political and spiritual status from criticizing him, and stressed that if 
they realized anything mischievous and wrong in Ins government, 
they must proceed and point it out to him. 


In other words, by responding to the excessive admiration of that 
person, Imam (a,s.) on one hand firmly condemned the bad custom 
of praising the commanders and political authorities in the Muslim 
community; and on the other hand, he wanted to develop in people 
the spirit of criticizing and scrutinizing the actions of the authorities 


1. See -yX h, ]6*. 

2. Ibid. 
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of the Islamic state, even if they were on the highest level of 
administration, like the infallible Imam (a.s.) ± and also encouraged 
the acceptance of constructive criticism among the high ranking 
authorities of the Muslim comm unity. 

4. Imam Ali\ (a.s.) Reaction In Destructive Criticism 

One point that most be understood at the end of this discourse is 
Imam’s (a.s.) sagacious reaction to criticism. Taking his conduct in 
encountering criticism and Lhe objections of three main political 
opposition trends, i.e., Makithin (covenant breakers), Qasihn 
(dcviators), and Mar nut/ (transgressors) into consideration, indicate 
that although he formally and practically asked people to express 
their criticism, he did not allow the seekers of power, the spiteful and 
the plotters to tell and write whatever they wished in order to achieve 

* P , l 

ilieir political goals on the pretext of criticism. 

5, Adherence Lu Truth, rather (him to Personalities 

However high people soar towards the truth, the possibility of 
their evettiual deviation can never he negated. Therefore, ii is important 
that people, in following the personalities, to notice Lhis. fact, and 
never consider human beings as 'absolute', Paying attention to this 
issue and other enlightening teachings of Imam 'All (a.s.), should be 
regarded as the most fundamental guidelines of ihaL holy Imam in 
rectifying the general culture of (he public. It is obvious that in 
political and social trends, most deviations that occur, originate from 
absolutism in regards lg figures and the notion of 'personalism 1 in 
taking stances. 

Imam 'All (a.s.) used to warn people that personalities, however 
great, noble, popular or trustworthy they may be. cannot be a 
criterion for distinguishing truth from falsehood. He cried to get the 
society to a stage of awareness, understanding of stances and criteria 
and cultural consciousness, that people would measure personalities 
and their stand by truth and to sec the truth as a criterion for getting 
to know personalities, and not the other way round, 


I L °ddvtibiy i u hla m, M Mu lot rn anad i Ra ysh a hn, p . VO l 4 L 8 . 





Introduction 


39 


Three: Economic Policies 

The people who stood up against l Ulhman’s policies proclaimed 
dial the reasons for their uprising was economic disorder, the 
caliph’s excessive open-handedness, unnecessary spending, negligence 
of people’s livelihood arid dishonest use of the Public Treasury, 

In such an environment. Imam 'All (a.5.) from one side stressed 
on the issue of production, and from Lbe other, gave priority ro the 
regulation of the market, and to conclude, lie paid dose attention to 
the distribution of the Public; Treasury, rejecting any kind of 
discrimination. Perhaps this was Imam's most difficult position. 

The principles of the policies of Imam 1 Ali (a.s.) in economy can 
be specified as follows: 

1. Promotion of Work Ethos 

Paying attention to work and endeavor occupies j high status in 
the teachings of Imam 'All (.a.s.). From his (a.s,} point of view, 
economic poverty is caused by the culture of lassitude, inactivity, 
laziness and incapability. A society replete with cheerfulness, lull of 
positive movement and dominated by the culture of work wilt not be 
inflicted by poverty which is the origin of many spiritual, material, 
individual and social maladies, Imam therefore highly emphasised die 
necessity of working and striving, regarding work, as an act of 
worship and striving for the improvement of living condition, as 
taking steps towards God Almighty. 

2 . Agricultural Development 

Land is the source of life, According to Imam 'All {a.s.) people 
who possess land and water and at the same time suffer from poverty 
are far from Divine Mercy and deprived of God's support. Imam : Ali 
(a.s.) emphasized reviving the land and highly recommended the 
development of farming as a means of eliminating poverty from the 
society. lie would ask people to engage in the prospering and 
developing of lands. Above all this, he regarded paying attention to 
the agriculture as a touchstone for evaluating the governments and 
their efficiency in rulership. lie considered agricultural development 
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as among the main duties of the administrators and commissioned 
the troop commanders to defend the farmers' rights. 


3. Development of Crafts 

Due to its regional conditions, the society in which Imam ‘Ah 
(ij-s.) had sel up his government did not have the qualifications for 
the development of crafts and industry. However, according to 
traditions quoted from him, he (a-.s.) placed great importance on 
crafts, using the term 'treasures' lor such professions. Imam 'All (a,s.) 
enjoined Ins administrators to seriously support rSie artisans and he 
encouraged craftsmen lo take utmost care regarding the production 
of well-made goods and never sacrifice a product's quality' for the 
sake of speed in its production. 


4, Development uf Trade 

In early Islam and also during Lhe time of the government of 
Imam 'Ah (a.s.) trade played the most important role in the society. 
As a result, from one side he would encourage the trade prosperity, 
and on the other side lie would stress on supporting the merchants 
within the governmental structure, He would also explain how to 
practice trade, how merchants were to deal in transactions, and in 
what manner trading had to be performed. 


5 + Direct Supervision of the Market 

The market presents tire outcomes of the economic endeavors of a 
society, Transactions take place in the marketplace, and the 
businessmen are somehow directly associated with people. The well¬ 
being of the market would not only lead to healthy transactions, hut 
also to people's proper use of the process of economic struggles and 
endeavor for daily sustenance. Without doubt, the first loss due to 

v 

abnormality of improper relations in market transactions would be 
primarily sustained by the people. 

Due to the importance of the market and its great impact on the 
economical situation of the people and their livelihood, Imam r All 
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{a,.s.) himself directly supervised the market and the quality of' the 
transactions made there. He (a.s.) would go !o the markets of Kufa 
every morning and, as the narrator expresses, like- a children's 
teacher , instruct the traders to observe piety and avoid 
shortchanging, defraud, lying, deceiving and oppressing the 
customers. The narrations that report this direct supervision are very 
interesting and instructive to read. The Imam (a.s.) would shout 
among the Muslims, enjoining them not to practice fraud and 
hoarding, to be fair and honest in offering the goods as they ready 
were, not to pretend genuineness, to treat the customers in a well- 
disposed manner, not to humiliate the seller when they are buying 
goods and not to overesti mate their own goods when selling them. 

All of these admonitions, warnings and instructions of Imam 
<a.s.) that were given to the tradesmen in regards to the practice of 
honesty, justice, human disposition, dignity and magnanimity, are 
all worth paying attention. 


6. Fair Levying of Taxes 

Rulers hip according to Imam 'AH (a. 5 .) Is fox the sake of people 
and the establishment of their rights. That is why a part of the 
government's financial needs must be met by [lie people who benefit 
from the government, and are engaged in producing and trading 
under its protection. Il is for such reasons that faxes are levied in all 
ruling systems, although by different methods of collection and 
inclusiveness. In the view point of lrnam Ah while the levying 
of taxes and the government's responsibility in receiving these taxes 
from people are stressed, the type of approach towards taxes, why 
Lhey should be levied, how they must be collected are of particular 
importance. According to him, having trust in people, emphasis on 
nor creating problems for them and also drawing peopled attention 
to the staLus of taxes are very important. 

In an instructions to one of his, administrators Imam ’All (a,s.) 
states: ''Never use the whip and never pul the people under pressure 
for collecting taxes." The administrator said, “In that case I will 
return the same way I had gone [to collect taxes], because the people 
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will not give me anything.” Imam (a.s.) replied, "Even it it happens 
so. 111 

A glance at the teachings of Imam "Ala (a,s.) in this respect shows 
that the tax organization and its agents are bound to win the people's 
trust, and to observe Islamic morality and religious behavior, white 
they are trying to be alert and careful in safeguarding the Public 
Treasury and vigilantly learn about the problems of taxation. 


7. Nol Delaying the Distribution of Public Assets 

Imam 'All (a.s.) never approved the blocking of public assets in 
the state's treasure; he would rather tty to deliver them to the needy 
immediately Imam's (a.s.) code of conduct indicates that he would 
not tolerate Lhe delay of its distribution even for one night, He 
firmly believed that what rightly belonged to the people had to be 
delivered to them as soon as possible. 

& People’s Equal Enjoyment of Public Assets 

The equal, allocation of the public assets among all Muslims was 
one of the policies in the government of Imam 'All (a, a.). This was 
contrary to what had been practiced in the years previous to his reign 
and it was therefore very hard for the well off people and those that 
benefited from the government arid were the influential oi that time 
ro accept it. In lnianT$ view, the skin color of a Muslim, his tribe, 
ancestors and their social status, did not make any difference in their 
portion of the public assets. Arabs and non-Arabs, the nm.hd.jimi 
(migrants) and the Amur (supporters), black and white and even the 
freed slaves and their former masters were equally treated and all 
enjoyed equally from lhe public incomes. 


9, Provision of Basic Needs of Idfe for all 

The general trend of the economic policy of Imam Ali (a.s.) is to 
struggle against poverty and eradicate it from the Islamic society. Mis 
((i,s.) guidelines in this respect are very interesting and though L- 
provokiugr He insists that the hunger and poverty of a group is 


i Tee 5/sr, h. cA* 
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cansed by unlimited exploitation by another group and Lhe 
squandering of the wealthy; 


*4 d -o> - 



“/V poor person would newer go hungry except by that width a 
rich one enjoys [and be is deprived of it).” 1 

Hie Islamic government is bound to prevent ibe undue 
accumulation of wealth in the hands of the powerful, and fry to 
eradicate the means oi any exploitation by the ridl, and with 
constant attempts and accurate planning assist the poor to meet ibeii 
basic needs oi thert lives, In that short period of his (a.s.) ruling and 
despite all the dashes, intrigues and hindrances, he made KCd'a reach 
such a condition about which he proclaimed: 


J Jri£j JgJf yt. j^v'$|£ji ,+iUii Si % lit y _j5dl \ 

-i-Cp I T ii l t'n 




“All in Kufa are now enjoying ease and comfort, The most 
inferior in status among them has bread, can sit under shelter 
and drink from the water of the Euphrates,"”' 

Imam's (&$.) recommendations to his administrators for paying 
attention to the lower classes of society and the low-income stratum 1 
are extremely astonishing. He does not tolerate the destitution of a 
Christian whom the rich benefited from and now in his old age had 
been abandoned 1 and commanded his men to meet his needs 
through the Public Treasury. He (a.s.) also ordered Ins governors to 
search all corners of the society to identify the poor and needy and to 
save them from the claws of poverty, 


LO, Prohibit!mi of Giving Gifts from the Public Assets 

Governors are the trustees of the people and what they have at 
their disposal is a trust in their hand, Government administrators do 
am have the right to give away gifts from the government's assets on 


I- See VL j i h 247 
2. See 5 /\ !, 1). 

•3- Sec S/ Kj h, 230, 
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various occasions and for dilterent reasons. Imam All (a,s.) considers 
such treatment of the Public Treasury, as a form of tyranny: 

- j jyr sMJJI *yr 

“The generosity of the administrators with the public assets is 
a tyranny and a betrayal' 1 


II. Prevention of Grunting Privileges Lo One's Kin 

We said earlier that from the viewpoint oi Imam 'Ah (a.s.) what is 
at the disposal of the governors and administrators is entrusted to 
Lhem and they arc allowed to use these assets only for administering 
and rendering services. They do not have the right to allocate certain 
privileges or provisions to specific group of people. The children and 
close relatives of political and social dignitaries in Imam 'Alls (a,s,) 
government and also his own children and relatives did not enjoy 
any particular privileges, Moreover, in order to set an example for 
others, the Imam (a.s,) showed more sensitivity towards his friends 
and kin and Was harder and stricter on them in using the public 
assets. 


12k Economization with Public Assets 

As previously mentioned, the Imam’s policy in spending public 
assets, how the administrators should use them and how the Public 
Treasury should be spent, is very remarkable and instructive. In order 
to draw the attention of the administrators to maximum 
economisation in [spending] public incomes and preventing them 
from extravagance, the Imam (a.s.) asked them through a decree to 
observe frugality, even in writing letters, re? him: 


j I _.-i 1 . p_>J , I h jySj- J fl ■ I MJ-'U -J! <• ! 
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“Sharpen your pens and reduce the space between lines; 
eliminate needless and useless things when writing to me. 


I. Set- s/iy h. 2frz. 
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concern yourself solely with the meaning and beware of 
verbosity in writing* for the Muslim public treasury does nol¬ 
io] erate any loss.” 1 

h dear tbai when an administrator hears about so much 
caret ulness in writing ieLters, he would no longer give lavish 
banquets, ride costly horses, or try to achieve more and more welfare 
for himsell through public assets. 

Imam’s personal economy and thrift m spending the publh 
treasury is also extremely astounding. He would not even use the 
lantern that belongs to the public treasury when responding to those 
people who came to him at night for personal purposes. Along the 
same line is the thought-provoking and instructive story of Talha 
-u.d Zubali who went to Imam *Ali (j.s,) to discuss then personal 
problems while he was taking care of affairs of the public treasury, 
lie turned off the light which belonged to the public treasury and 
had another lantern brought in, unwilling to use the public 
belonging for personal purposes even for a few moments. 2 


Four: Social Policies 

hi social issues, the government of Imam 'All (a.y) has also very 
firm and strong foundation 5 i methods, and positions, The texts 
recounting the dimensions of Iris social policies aie insightful and 
noteworthy, based on these Lexts, Imam’s principles of social policies 
can be recounted as follows: 

1, Social Justice 

Jus Lice h the firmest, most pivotal, comprehensive and 
fundamental, issue of the policies and rulership of Imam 'Ali (a.s,), 
The sacred name or Imam Alt (a.s.j is so intertwined with jus Lice that 
his name reminds us oi justice and justice reminds us of him, Justice 
always prevailed in Imam ’All’s life (a.s.) to the extent that he 
sacrificed his life dying a martyr’s death in the way of establishing 
justice and spreading equity. 


]. See Ji/IG. h. 282 . 

2. See yds, h 2X3. 
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We emphasised Lite above point in order to ascertain that the 
only government that can claim to have followed the example of the 
government of Imam 'Ah (a,3>) and his way of conduct (kri) is a 
government whose authorities attach more importance to justice 
than anything else and spate no efforts in spreading justice and the 
development of equity, not merely in words and speech -which is the 
lop motto of many claimants today- but in action, behavior and in 
relations with people of all levels of society. Such justice is as rare as 
an elixir, Only a government that docs not sacrifice justice in favor 
of expediency T by means of interpretation and justification;, can 
indeed claim the establishment of justice 

In the government system of Imam Alt (a.s.) and in the teachings 
of that 'manifttlfUiatt ofjwlke there is no expedient higher than the 
establish mem of justice. The only ruling system that can claim to be 
a follower of Imam 'Ali (a.s.) is Lhat which gives priority to justice 
over interests and insists on implementing it, and despite the hubbub 
and troubles, aims at holding a permanent rule over the 'hearts 1 
rather than a Transient rule over 'bodies 11 , which is the result ot 
giving preference to unfounded and vain interests. 


2. .Safeguarding People’s Rights 

The psychological factors in the people’s support of governments 
are as numerous as their different spiritual needs. One of the most 
important factors of public support is the safeguarding of people’s 
rights by that government. 

One of t he most important factors that contributes to securing 
the content of the masses is howl he government views them and 
itself whether it regards them as its slaves or as its masters and 
guardians, oi whether it considers the people as possessing 
legitimate rights and itself only as their trustee, agent ant] 
representative. In (he first case, whatever service a government 
may render to the people is nothing more than the care an 
owner would take of his annual. In the second case, the service 
presented is like the act of a loyal trustee fulfilling his duty. 
Among the foremost conditions of securing the confidence 
and goodwill of the people is the states acknowledgement of 
i.be genuine rights of the people and the avoidance ol any kind 
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oi action that implies the negation of their right of 
sovereignty. 1 

In a scholarly analysis, the Martyr Mimada Mutahari (may God 
sanctify his soul) believes Lhat one of the cti .1 in reasons for 
inclination towards materialism in the recent centuries is the 
dangerous and misleading teachings which imply that responsibility 
towards Cod necessitates no responsibility towards the masses, ind 
(hat 'God’s rights’ substitutes 'the rights of the masses 1 and the right 
of national sovereignty is equivalent to Godlessness: 

At lire dawn of the modern age a movement against religion 
was formed in Europe, which also more or less affected other 
regions outside of Christendom. 

1 hut movement was inclined towards materialism. When we 
examine the causes and roots of this movement, we discover 
that one ol them was the inadequacy of the teachings of the 
Church from the viewpoint of political law. The Church 
authorities and some European philosophers developed an 
artificial relationship and association between belief m God on 
one hand and stripping die people of their political rights by 
despotic regimes on the other. Naturally, tins led to the 
assumption that there is some necessary relation between 
democracy and atheism, and that we should either choose the 
belief in God and accept that the right of sovereignty was 
bestowed by Him upon certain individuals who have no 
superiority over others, or deny the existence of God so as to 
establish ouj right as masters of our own political destinies, 
from die point of view of religious psychology, one of the 
causes of the decline of the influence of religion is the 
contradiction creaLed by religious authorities between religion 
and a social need, especially at a time when that need expressed 
itself strongly at the level of public consciousness. Right at a 
Lime when despotism and repression had reached their peak in 
European political life and the people were thirstily, longing 
for the ideas of liberty and people s sovereignty, the Church. 


I. Shahid Munadii Miitahari, Sftyn dar Nahj {tl-Baltighah, (Glimpses oj Nufy al- 
Biildghah) r jj. ]| 3 , 
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arid its supporters made an assertion that the people had only 
duties and responsibilities towards the state and bad no lights. 
This was sufficient to turn the lovers, of liberty and democracy 
against religion and God in genera! and lire Church in 
particular. 

This mode of thought, in the West as well as in the Hast is 
deeply rooted hi ancient times,.J 

Based on (his dangerous way of thinking, people have no right 
against the leader; and authority and religious leadership means 
taki 11 g away peoples soc 1 o-po]ft k al nghts t and in short, leaders a 1 e 
masters and people are servants! It is obvious that the government 
that is run on this basis Jacks popular support and the leader who 
has this kind of belief about peoples rights would not enjoy people's 
consent and support. 

The Mutual Rights of the People and Leadership 

From the viewpoint of Imam Alt (a.s.) the right of the political 
leader of the society within this doctrine does not conflict with the 
rights of the people, but in fact his right is dependent oti securing 
their rights and the people are bound to obey and protect the leader 
onSv if their rights arc secured within tine system undei his rule. 

In this respect, Imam 'Ali (a.s,) says; 


r a * i, i C Sj"V ij (-1 ^ V] ■ hi 

j j =L-^y y j, ja* 

. d ^ h l ^ j v C-Lc- j*- h \ Jj*- i ^ i GJ 1 


“Now, God Almighty lias given me rights over you hy giving 
me the authority ovei youi affairs, and you too have a right 
over me the same as my right over you. A right is the vastest of 
things in description, but the narrowest in equStability of 
action. It does not apply in favor of any person unless it also 
applies against him and it does not apply against a person 
unless it also applies in his favor." 


L Ibid. p. imj. 

2. St-e, 6/2, h. :jQ5. 
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in another statement he (a.s.J mentions the mutual right* of the 
people and the leader ,j.s follows; 


JUi faj m 







■ oh? ’ jlj J t^-*^ jl hi -idi 

,i rt j.s incumbent upon the leader (imam) to title according to 
what Cod has ordained and to hand over 1 lie trust. Once he 
does so, it is incumbent on Lhe people to accept his words, 
obvy Ijjs commands and respond to him when they are 
summoned” 1 


In this discourse, nor only u the leader’s right dependent on 
fulfilling the rights of the people, but the right of leadership (imamah) 
and authority (wslayab) is al.su considered as an mtrit.nu/ right. 

Throughout history, the safeguarding of people’s rights has never 
passed beyond being a mere slogan; rather, it (slogan) has always been 
a means of violating people’s rights and suppressing Lite truth. 


Within the history oflslam. after the era of the holy Prophet (s.a.w.), 
the tune oi Imam Ah (a.sj was an exception in the establishment of 
social justice, expansion of equity and the fulfilling of people's rights, 
Unfortunately, people could not lake the best advantage of this valuable 
opportunity as a result of the disturbances and turmoil. Tins til fact 

was an injustice which was done to his ruling. In this regard he (a.s.) has 
said: 


'lA? r 1 —V* 1 ■' f 1 jyj I ^ 




SJliI JJ L-LPy i c-Jh" ji 


II the people prior to my era complained of the injustice ol 
the rulers, chert indeed today 1 complain of the injustice of my 
own people,^ 


If so happened that Imam 'AEj (a.s.) hastened to meet his Almighty 
Lord with a heart, burdened with sorrows Justice also departed with 
his departure and once n^ain rhere were governments and the 
oppression of the masses and violation of their rights I 


I. Kanz a I fJifimtil, vo). s, p, -&-1, ri L4i!,].i. 

-. Th? h.Hcyclop€dtA of sfinir ,7 < v: i], m, p. K ^74^. & 4 ,'4^ 
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It 1S u p to u k in this present time to Take an example of what 
occurred in the past in order to prepare the ground for the establishment 
of social justice. 


3 r Development of 1 .egitimute and Constructive Freedoms 

Freedom is the first step on the path of the actualization of justice 
and development oi respect for the rights of others. However, this 
freedom is lg be constructive rather than destructive, like freedom 
from internal and external bonds, or as the Holy Qur an puts it, 
deliverance from 'heavy burdens 1 : 


^J'S jd ! , *+* £f*j 

,L He releases them from their heavy burdens and from yokes 
that are upon them.” 1 


'1 he Messengers of God were the heralds of freedom and advocates 
of liberty, imam f Ah (a.s.) considered the philosophy of the 
Prophetic Mission {hi'tha) as a deliverance of the human beings from 
their bonds anei their ascension to the highesL peaks of glory and 
worshipping of God Almighty: 


A 


f ff _ ' ^ 1 " j 

Iib l ,j u!]j -Jj= il ^^oLuLsf- LC-jy - tP-* 


J -5jV 


j'iii j 1 . 


.Ay * ji zy_; j... a.a j.[ op- ssl* 


God, the Blessed and the tilled, sent forth Muhammad 
(ta.w.) with the truth, Lo bring forth His servants from serving 
them to His serving.,.and from the authority (witiyah) of His 
servants to His Authonly. 


According to the teachings of the school of Imam All (a.s.) all 
human beings arc free anti should never be entrapped into slavery to 
anyone or take part in the enslavement of others, It is clear that what 
forces people to be slave to the powerful and entraps them into 
servitude to oLhers, is their internal bondage to their own whims and 
carnal desires. Those who arc internally liberated and have cut off 
Lheir bondage of desires and Lhose who have accepted servitude to 


1. Qiir’fin, 1!>7, 
2 See 0, h 308. 
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God and have deemed their status too high to fall prey to obedience 
to others like themselves, would never give up their independence 
and do not accept slavery. Jt is only a person Jike this that deserves 10 
be emancipated. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) says: 

■* s ■* ^ j- 

. | Jj I aj-Sj-jJI 

He who fulfills the requirements of servitude [to God] is 
worthy of emancipa tion. 


Ihe conditions of servitude includes submission to God as His 
servant and acceptance of Divine law, which leads to real 
independence, freedom and liberation, and evading this is in fact 
returning to slavery, even if it may appeal to be freedom. 


4.To Care about People 

Caring about people and valuing and respecting all is a sublime 
manifestation of social policies in Imam f Ali\ (a.s.) ruling. In his 
(a.s.) view, people should be treated with compassion and kindness, 
and rulers must respect people, their perspectives and their 
principles. Politicians in other governments mostly try m satisfy the 
influential and the powerful, or in other words, the elite in the 
political circle, even it it leads to the dissatisfaction of the masses. 

Contrary to this policy, Imam c AIi {a.s.) has staled: 


■r ^ , > M y | f f r _ £ __ J J , £ , 

jhOIwj h \J j A«4^ui-| J.JLdI jli 


,^UJ| 

Verily, the discontent of the general public harms the content 
of the elite, and the discontent of the clue is pardoned with the 
content of the masses 2 

Imam 'All (a.s.) recommended the administrators to be kind to 
people, LG maintain direct relations with them, have personal 
mecti ngs with thcm and be i n forme d of their problem s. The Imam 
would say: "People have mainly suffered hardships, endured pains 


i See i/% l.i- 3 id, 
1 See 6/-1, h. j tv 
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and have been oppressed. Therefore, if they ever find a chance to 
express their sufferings and pains, they may speak coarsely.* 1 Ik 
W odd hence advise his administrators to tolerate people's rough 
language, occasional ill-temper, bitterness and unseemly reactions, 
never to get angry at them and treat them with a smiling face and 
mce words, and if they found out that blunders were commuted 
secretlv and away from public's eyes, they should not make any 
enquiries about them. 

Imam ' Al i (a.s,) tried to maintain the people’s relations hip with 
the state as candid, transparent and far from any ambiguity. He 
would therefore enjoin administrators to sincerely try to remove the 
grounds for people’s suspicion towards the state, and if some 
hoodlums, would by commotion and hubbub, accuse Lhe 
administrators of violating people’s rights, they should try to 
elucidate the reasons for their actions with honesty and meet them 
with clear explanations and never leave any doubts about Lhe affairs 
of the staie in the people’s minds. In reality, this is an indication of 
the value of people and their significance in the perspective of Imam 
'Ali (a.s.). 


5. Protecting the Oppressed 

Imam 4 Ali (a.s.) believed that restoring the rights of the oppressed 
from rhe oppressors was a ’Divine covenant'. He {a.s,) therefore 
stressed on helping tire oppressed and insisted on lighting against the 
oppressors. Helping the oppressed and fighting Lhe oppressors were 
among the last instructions bequeathed to Imam Hasan (a.s,) and 
Imfun Husayn (a.s.) and to all those who would hear the Imam's 
testament, throughout history. 

Imam All. (a.s.) seized every opportunity to promote the culture 
of fighting against oppression, protecting the oppressed, seeking help 
from people to carry out social reforms and lo make social links and 
relations. 


Me (a.s,) would say: 

SipV j l dll* ^ L -A “W 1 ■»— l_J 


. 1 >u 1 LuJ I 
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"O People! Assist me against your desires. By Allah, i will take 
revenge for the oppressed from his oppressor and I will 
control the oppressor by holding his harness,” 1 

Stories of Lire practical assistance and support of the oppressed by 
•Such a paradigm of justice are examples to ponder on and are very 
instructive for those who claim to he followers of this noble figure of 
Islam. 


6. Setting up a Complaints Box (BaytuL Qisas) 

['he leader of the fighters against oppression who tried in every 
way possible to support the oppressed and to take vengeance on their 
behalf, would certainly spare no efforts rn rhis way to see into the 
complaints of the oppressed. 

However, how should the oppressed have their complaints heard 
hy the rulers t If is evident that subordinates are mainly noi able 10 
get near it's the ruling system, lei atone to bring up a case or raise a 
complaint. Many a time n has so happened that when the complainL 
of an oppressed person was expressed, it was responded reversely, i.e., 
the one who should have been reprimanded has been promoted and 
turned into a complainant against the very person who had 
complained against him. In order to remove such difficulties and 
solve the problem of directly expressing the complaints and pleading 
for justice, as much as possible. Imam ( Ali (s.s.) set up a station 
called 'baytal (complaints box) so that Lhe people, the 

oppressed, and everyone who had a problem and was unable to bring 
iL up, could write la i s complaint and place if there, to inform Imam 
Ah (a.s.) about it. Imam himself called out among the people that 
anyone who had a case to bring up and did not want anybody else to 
know about it and in order to be immune 1 from being identified, 
should write down Ins inquiry and drop it in the complaints box, 
Seemingly, this is the first step m history towards connecting people 
to the ruling system, 


See 5/[J, b. >14 
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7. Attempts to Create Empathy and Unity in the Society 

[ he leader is the link between differen t sections of the society and 
the leadership and he is also the tuts of struggles, movements and 
activities. The existence of various ideas, tendencies and trends in a 
society is natural and the concept of oneness in ideas and principles 
in all strata and levels of society is (orally incorrect and unrealistic. 
Therefore, various trends, groups and possessors of different ideas 
must seek for .unifying ways to rescue the society from disunity; and 
while approving the multiplicity of ideas try to hold on to 
convergence in sublime and transcendent principles. It is the 
leadership that plays the most significant role in this respect. Imam 
'Ah (a.s.) sLrongly emphasised the necessity of unity and empathy in 
society. 

He (a.s.) considered solidarity as a means for the survival of 
governments and differences as the cause of its falling, and hence he 
strongly emphasised Lite former, Tarts of the sermon called (Khutbah 
al-Qasi hr ) arc regarded as among the most instructive and awakening 
doctrines of the government of Imam All (a.s.). He would himself 
do his best in this direction, to recognize the roots of differences and 
how to achieve solidarity and empathy, and he would overlook hh 
inalienable rights so as the community would not burn in the i l re of 
differences. He would say: 


*>?■ 


f p.,. -- „ ■ 

\\ j (jjlj Jj;- 





“Know dial no one is more desirous and concern for the unity 
and concord of rite community of Muhammad (s,a.w.) than I 
am. 


Imam stressed the unity and regarded empathy and the removal 
of tension necessary' to the extent tliai lie iorced his judiciary to 
avoid enforcing a ruling that intales disunity and might disturb ibe 
solidarity of the society. Imam had frequently warned Lhat lJ the 
faithful were disunited and gave up unity and solidarity* falsehood 
would definitely dominate over them, 


I See 6/14, h. 360. 
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Five: Judiciary Policies 

The judiciary is the main pillar of a ruling system, Correct and 
lawful judgments play the greatest role in protecting a society’s well¬ 
being and stability. Doctrines of the government of I mil rn 1 A1 i (j.s.) 
indicate that he was particularly attentive to the Judiciary. Texts and 
documents concerning Imam 1 All's (a.s.) judgments as well as his 
recommendations and emphasis in this respect arc abundant and 
most inspiring, What is stared here, in this volume, can also be very 
enlightening for judges, and judiciary officials. 

The principles oJ Imam 'All’s (a.s.) policies for judgment can be 
mentioned as follows: 

1. A ppotiiLmeat of Qualified Judges for Juridical Posts 

A judge is without doubt the main dement qf judging and pl:.ivs 
the most significant role in the Judiciary establishment and in 
restoring people’s rights and battling against oppressions and 
irregularities. In judicial practice, the more steadfast, morally healthy, 
pure, stronger and the more unbending in action a judge is, the more 
efficient, organized, and well-founded Ids judgment will be. Thus. 
Imam f Aii (a.s.) would enjoin Malik to select the best judges for the 
act of judgment; those who would not pul the people under pressure 
and are not obstinate and adamant in their judgment or easily fall 
into blunders. They must be intelligent, deeply insightful, protected 
from falling prey ro misconceptions, patient and forbearing, so that 
con fusi ons and conflicting turmoil would not affect and change 
them. 

2. Providing For the Financial Needs of the Judges 

Needs and necessities of life can neither be forgotten nor passed 
by negligently, even those people who are ascetic and abandon the 
world, have the responsibility of running a household, they will also 
encounter certain worldly demands in their lives. The natural needs 
of one’s family are net tiler forgettable nor are to be ignored. It is in 
this respect that hnjim ‘All (a.s.) advises Malik al-Ashtai to select the 
best judges for practicing judgment, and to provide the best and 
most suitable livelihood for them so that the judge in his judgment 
never looks to other people’s hand and for worldly gains and 
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fulfillment of his needs is not seduced into corruption, and Thus, a 
person or a system that must safeguard the society against corruption 
does not fall into ir. 

3. Job Security for the Judges 

The judge passes a judgment and obviously by his decisive 
judgment offends some people, There arc very few people who would 
submit lo a verdict against them and are nor discontented. It is also 
evident Lliat the violators and lawbreakers are not always from among 
the lower class of society, nor do dashes and conflicts always take- 
place among them. In fact, it can be said that the upper class commit 
most of the law breaking and many conflicts do occur among them, 
and Lhey are those who exert influence and are involved in the 
political affairs of the society. If a judge does not fed at case while 
judging these people and docs not see the judiciary and legal system 
as supporting and assisting, he might hesitate while passing a 
judgment and back down in restoring rights, 

En the ruling system of Imam 'All (a.s.), qualified judges enjoy an 
elevated staLus. In his outstanding instructions to Malik aS-Ashtar, 
after giving him advise to select the best fudges for judgment, Imam 
' Ali (a.s.) enjoins him to station the judges near himself in such high 
position that nobody, nor even his own close associates, would 
harbor any criticism against them to him. ft is worth noting that the 
Imam (a.s.j then draws his attention to the evil doing of the Ul¬ 
na Lured, to show that the selfish would often misuse their closeness 
to him [as a governor] against the judges., m order to reap worldly 
gains and escape punishment. 

4. Observing the Manners of Judgment 

The judge occupies a highly distinguished position and his duty is 
the restoring of rights and firm judgment. A judge is no! himself one 
side of a lawsuit and what he says is most decisive m all disputes. Ik 
has to observe the rules of judgment with care. The teachings of 
Imam 'Ali (a.s.) in this regard are highly attentive. 

He (a.s.j would warn the fudges against discriminating between 
clients, enjoining them not to be suspicious ol either oE the litigants, 
offend people with rough language and authoritarian speech, make 
decisions when angry, speak out of whim, underestimate the tribunal. 
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behave in a way that the interiors become disappointed of' justly 
achieving their rights and that they should lay aside avarice maintain 
then dignity in the court sessions. He (a.s.) discharged one of his 
companions from his judicial post, and when he ashed for the reason 
his removal, the Imam replied as follows: 

'CXj'AS j 

“1 saw that you speak more loudly than your claimant docs.” 1 


5. Close Supervision over the Actions and performances ul Judges 

Judges are the upholders oi the society’s interests and the judiciary 
system is responsible for its security. The interest of a society is more 
than anything else dependent on the Judiciary's soundness, 
therefore, as the Authority of the affairs (mall al-'amr) of the 
Muslims, Imam 'Ali (a.s.) felt liimsdf responsible for the Judiciary's 
function and did not content him self with admonishing Lire judges 
and giving lectures and merely warning them; rather, lie would 
personally supervise their function and sometimes would even see 
into the way they issued their verdicts. Due to the important role of 
the judiciary in the welfare of a society and the correction of social 
problems, he (a.s.) would use any possible chance -despite bis heavy 
responsibilities and numerous tasks- to call on the ‘Platform of 
Judgment (dakkatu! {{arid) m person and would practice judgment 
himself so as to present a right pattern for judgment to the people 
and the judges. 


fi. Unifying Judicial Procedures 

Among the things that the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) 
would emphasize, was the consistency of judgments, or in other 
words, 'unity of judicial pr&eedHres m judgments, IT people notice that 
judges make different judgments in similar cases, their prompt 
reaction would without doubt be mistrust in the judiciary and 
disbelief in the legitimacy of the judgments. Imam insisted that 


l. See S/4, h. 121. 
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difference in judgments would disrupt the establishment of justice 
and create disunity in the society. He enjoins then the judges to 
discuss and comult with each other concerning the things they 
disagree on, in order to achieve a consensus, or else take the issue to 
the leader and submit to his verdict. This means that it is in tact the 
responsibility of the leader to create a unity of judicial procedure in 
all judgments. 

7. Equality uf All before the Law 

Imam 'Ali (a.s.) stressed the equality of all people in the 
implementation of rulings. In his (a.s,) system of ruling, ail people 
are equal before the law, and the Judiciary enjoys such a high status 
and firm station that it can execute the law for all people, and people 
must also submit to the verdicts of the judges and the judiciary 
irrespective of their social status. In his doctrines. Imam stressed on 
Lins equality and, despite his greatness, reverence and lofty status in. 
his knowledge and act ton, he would humbly stand before his state 
judiciary and answer to the questions of his own appointed judges. 
Doing so, he was indicating the importance of the judiciary system 
and safeguarding the station of judgment and practically protecting 
people's rights so as to set an example lor all people and for future 
generations. 

8, The Status of the Interests of the Islamic State in the Issuing of Verdicts 

We previously mentioned that Imam All (a.s,) never sacrificed 
truth for interests and never took a stand for the sake of specific 
interests. He was a leader, leader of the people and a protector of the 
state and at the service of all. He therefore placed the highest value 
and significance on the most superior expedience, which was the 
protection of the state that belongs to the people and is at their 
service. 

Imam emphasizes that in judgments the states interests should be 
taken into consideration. In his (a.s.) system of government, nothing 
can hinder the carrying out of the genuine laws of Islam in the 
Judiciary, nevertheless the state’s interests have a special status in the 
implementation of laws. In one case, due to certain social, cultural 
and political circumstances and also the people's particular notion ol 




Introduction 


59 


the Divine law, Imam identifies judgment based on genuinely fixed 
Islamic rules y,.:> disuniting and its execution as; detrimental to the 
foundation of the government. Therefore, lie did not permit any 
judgment to be made on that basis in order to prevent the society 
from fading prey to disunity. This is why he ordered Shurayh the 
following; 

• ij- v hi I ^*1 ^ d— S ^ -Jzi i 

Judge as you have been judging (before), so that die affairs of 
people are set together and organized. 


Six: Security Policies 

An insecure and chaotic society is more like A lawless jungle than 
being a human society. From the perspective of Imam 'All (a.s.), a 
society devoid of peace and security is the worst place to be. Imam 
(a.s.) regards the restoration of peace and security to the society as 
among the most important reasons for his acceptance of government 
and he was therefore highly concerned with security. His principles 
and procedures for security policies And his attempts m maintaining 
security Among his people are listed as follows: 

1. Establishing an Efficient Intelligence System 

Although in Imam 'AhA (a.s.) code of conduct (rmfi no reference 
is made to an establishment entitled ‘intelligence organization 1 , yet 
there are various texts concerning intelligence missions and the 
measures taken by him m his ruling days on the basis of reports 
gathered secretly, These all suggest that Imam’s government enjoyed 
an efficient and vigilant establishment, .Secret investigations and 
collection of various reports in relation to internal security, all soils 
of military information and the behavior of administrators were the 
major responsibility ol this organization. Unfortunately, there is 
nothing in hand of the details regarding the above-mentioned 
organizations, but through the outcomes of 1 mauds decisions and 
the way he made them, it is dear that such an establishment existed. 
This organization can be regarded as one or even more than one 
intelligence systems. 
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2. Detente (Removal of Tension) 

Trying to create changes in the thoughLs and the positions of Lhe 
enemies was among the valuable doctrines of Imam "Ali (a.s.), The 
antagonism of many enemies, was rooted in their unawareness and 
lack of knowledge of Imam’s stances and the methods and the 
reasons behind them. Imam insisted that attempts had to be made on 
the correction of thoughts and then Lhe change of positions of the 
opponents. In his own words Lhe reform of Lhe enemy (is?tslab al¬ 
ii 'da ') ; into friends] must he carried out as a procedure and method 
in the policies of flic government. 

Imam views conciliation with the enemy, rectifying their 
thoughts and correcting their positions as the utmost form of deep 
and far-sightedness, and stresses that u is much easier to transform 
the enemy's ideas and stances hy means of good speech and ni.ee 
treatment than by drawing the enemy to the battlefield, as the former 
approach will be effective in reforming the enemies [to friends] and 
compelling Lite evil doer enemies Lo do good, All this implies that 
Imam had pursued lhe policy of 'detente (removal of tension), in 
order to transform the enemy into a friend, emphasising the 
eradication oi tension and an intelligent compromise with the 
enemy, as an effective means of establishing internal Security. 

3. Vigilance and Timeliness 

Besides stressing lhe policy of "detente (removal of tension) and 
moving towards a peaceful life and compromising with the enemy. 
Imam 'Ali fa.s.) also emphasized watchfulness and prudence in the 
face of the enemy. He also insisted that the believers should not 
underestimate the enemy, and should be especially alert before those 
who do not openly express then enmity. They should be prepared to 
encounter any unprecedented event at the right time, knowing that it 
they ever sink into oblivion, the enemy will newer remain ignorant. 

4. Avoidance of Using Methods nf Terrorizing and Spreading Fear 

In his government. Imam 'Ali (.j,s,) never resorted to the 
terrorization and spreading oi" honor against violators and 
opponents. l ie (a.s.) would not even employ the policy of terror, fear 
and the use of unlawful harsh actions against the violators of 
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security. Fie never confronted people on the basis of suspicion and 
probability and never punished the accused or the suspects who were 
charged with actions against rhe security of the state. 


5. Adherence to Law in Dealing with Criminals 

Imam 'All’s (a.s.) system of government relied on law, and in all 
aspects it was die law and not the will of a person that ruled. He 
therefore, strongly emphasized adherence to the law and on law- 
centering in his doctrines. Thus, in his ruling system, torturing the 
accused ana suspects was forbidden, and the criminals were never 
tortured or even offended. If anyone was proven guilty, they would 
he punished only according lq the law. If the executor of the law 
deliberately or unintentionally violated the law in enforcing a 
verdict, he would be punished by way of retaliation [$isa s). When 
Imam Ali (a.s.) found out dial his servant Qanbar had given three 
extra [ashes when whipping a criminal, he ordered that three lashes 
be given to him in return as a qisai [retaliation]^ 

6. Tolerance towards Political Dissident 

Imam (a,s.) also never treated political dissidents with harshness. 
Tolerance in the diplomacy of Imam 'All (a.s.) was an Inviolable 
principle, and this tolerance was so great that the opponents would 
dare to conspire. Imam All (a-s.) beheved that tolerance with 
opponents would cut down their vehemence and divert them from 
creating turmoil and disorder. Accordingly, Imam did not confront 
the Khai-ijites; he tolerated Llieir invectives and did not even cut off 
Lfieir rights from the public treasury, until they committed murder 
and jeopardized the security of the society. His confrontation with 
the plotters against internal security was proportionate to the extent 
of their intrigue and their role in the plotting. Sometimes he would 
exile them, at other times he would incarcerate them, and finally 
when other alternatives did not work, he would resolve the problem 
by rn i 1 i t a ry in terven Lion. 


1 See 7/1 it, h. ™. 
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Seven: Military Policies 

Imam ’Ati (a.s.) was a gallant and courageous warrior. His challenges 
in battlefields ami his superiority m combats arc historically well- 
known, Furthermore, he was a keen sighted, sagacious and prudent 
army general. 

it is very regretful that Imam ‘Alps {a.s.} rule, as short as it was, 
was mostly spent in internal battles against the conspirators. 
However, his code of conduct in these battles was full of doctrines in 
warfare, truly instructive, with many dignified acts worthy of him, 
Imam ' All’s (a.s.) policies in warfare can be summed as follows: 


1, The Importance of Military Training and Arrangement of Troops 

We previously said that Imam "Ali (a.s.) was the most gallant 
warrior in the battlefield. Having spent a whole lifetime in the 
battlefields, he doubtlessly possessed the most efficient and the 
highest of relevant experiences. Furthermore, he was matchless in his 
courage and gallantry, and also his knowledge of various- tactics of 
warfare, imlm personally trained his troops and prior to any battle 
he would reiterate the major points of his training while arranging 
the troops and arraying the combatants, When the ambushes by 
Mu' awiya mounted up and Lire opponents accused him pi lacking 
knowledge in war tactics. Imam said the following while complaining 
towards some of his companion s: 


, .1 lL jjl yjl ij'.l h '!-J J -vi ! 1 J‘ !■ -'--i- \ji rjx l L jJ 1 J ^ 

u LS\ , 4 ^ Wi 1 ^.= !Ji ^ 4 '- ^ 46 ' 

'iJ. U'- 1 i. r-^4' LflJ -Cfll 'i l^., 4 f J ^ 


. “yLub 1 J\). N ;.a -o 

'Through disobedience and disappointment, you mined my 
opinion to the extent that the Quraysb say dial the son of Abi 
Talib is brave but lacks knowledge oJ war How strange it is! 
Which one of them has been 111 battlefields more than I have 
been and experienced lighting and the battlegrounds more 
than I did? I was still in my teens when 1 entered the 
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battlefield, and now [ am over sixty., bur, he who is nut obeyed 
does not have command of the situation. 1 2 

In his military training oi the troops, imam l Ali: (a.s.) was nor 
negligent ul even Lhe smallest details, such as: lhe troops should not 
part from their weapons, should use the right chance to launch 
attacks on the enemy, and should not stare into the enemy’s eyes, the 
multitude oi the enemy forces should not cast fear in their hearts, 
and thai they should know what must be done at the time of defeat 
and how to withdraw tactically once defeated in war, and so on. 


2. Formation of Special Forces 

I he forces may vary in their morale, level of knowledge and lhe 
extent of ability and self-sacrifice, even though they arc on one single 
battleground and with a shared intention. Scenes of confrontation 
also vary, with each scene demanding appropriate and competent 
fighters and warriors. Thus, one of the most outstanding features in 
Imam 'Aids (a.s.) military policies is Lhe formation of‘special troops' 
which Imam called the Forces of Thursday {shariah al-khamtx) 1 

Imam All’s (a,s>) most efficient, self sacrificing and most 
accomplished warriors were recruited for [Ere special forces, This unit 
was astonishingly competent, and the Imam employed them for 
special purposes and for specific battlefields. He {a.s.} addressed them 
in a sermon as follows: 


^lLJI -j ^hC=-lj j jd j^ijV 

jdn*- W JjjLjP'll lAjil] 1 ^-jI _J LJ^ad'l o t h -',.31 

p j-'uiL ^Lil J-jS jl ‘Ui'iji ■—^ d 1 ■ i. pjJ 


You are Lhe helpers of she 'fmth, brothers in faith, the shields 
on the day of tribulations and hardships of the time, and my 
confidants rather than other people, With your help, I will 
beat those who turn their back, and I look forward to the 
obedience of the supporters. So, help me with benevolence 


1. A'abj at Baiti&bdh, Sermon 37 Also, see lhe Encyclopedia of Amir nt-Ah, 'whim, 

vo 1.7 

2. See ‘)/7, [Forming uf Special Forces]. 
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devoid of fraud and free from suspicion, as I swear to God 
that I haves greater light to people than themselves. 

The Sped id forces, or those who are referred today as wise and 
skillful 'fundamentalists’ and 'hizbtiU&his [members of the party of 
Allah] were next to the Imam and while criticizing, and expressing 
their viewpoints about his policies, remained loyal to him in the 
most distressing situations and moments of his rule. 

It seems that they were culled the Forces of Thursday either 
because of their special features or due ro their presence whh the 
I main (a,s,) with a special allegiance. J Asbagh ibn Nabata was asked; 

Ll O Asbagh] How were you named the Torres of Thursday 5 ? 
lie replied: £C We guaranteed that we would sacrifice ourselves 
for him and he guaranteed victory for us. 55 

3. Slrengtliening the Troups’ Morale 

Without doubt, spiritual forces and mental power play a decisive 
grid astonishing role in actions and all sorts of creativity. Imam 
therefore, greatly emphasized the importance of mental power, 
spiritual capability and increasing the chivalrous spirit in his combat 
forces, He tried through every possible means, to strengthen the 
morale of the armed forces in confrontation with the enemy and 
enhancing their steadfastness through uplifting their sense of 
chivalry, The Imam's speeches in this respect are highly thought- 
provoking and interesting. 

The fiery speeches of Imam, his thrilling words, inspiring 
sermons, stimulating slogans, his attentive characteristics in that pan 
of his life and his explanation to the combatants of their final 
station after life were all intended to provide and spread such 
elevated states of a spiritual mind. 

Once having organized the combat forces. Imam would explain in 
a highly eloquent speech the shortness and undesirability of the 
worldly life in contrast to the excellence and everlastingilcSS of the 


j, al-Ni^aya, vl'jI. 1 y p. 4frU 
2 Mfijamn nJ-Rnhrtiyit, vol. 1, □ 'M2 
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Hereafter, The impact of thus, would, in many times, remain in the 
troops for a very long time. 1 hat is why for many of them their lives 
were intermixed with enthusiasm, self-sacrifice, valor and bravery, 
and their actions were amalgamated with their steadfastness, being 
unconquerable and daring when confronting the enemy. 

Creating the spirit or Martyrdom among the companions of 
Imam 'Alt (a.s.) which was without doubt the outcome of his lofty 
sermons and teachings, is indeed wonderful. 

Paying attention to cite role of inculcation was also among the 
meaningful tactics of Imam 'Aii (a.s.) to strengthen the spiritual 
capabilities of his fighters (mujahidin) in the battles. Concerning his 
own experience, the Imam said to his son Muhammad ibn nU 
Hanafiyat 


3jjtfjaij ■dll C' (^J 








Uit Jji I 






I did not confront- anyone fin war] without inculcating in 
mysdi that I would be able to Id 11 him, therefore tell yourself 
that you will have victory over them with the help of Cod. j 

On the other hand. Imam demonstrates that the inculcation of 
weakness, fear and thinking about the power of the enemy is among 
tb\- causes of disorder oi the troops and del cat by the enemy. Once 
the Imam was asked: 


?bl All 



How did you win victory over [your] rivals? 
lie replied: 




1 did not meet [confront] anyone, without him assisting me 
against himself [by revealing his weaknesses].* 


J. Sea y/d, h. iyg. 

2. iVd hj al-Rit highab , A p n a rs s m 1 1 >i. 
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Describing die evil outcome of running away from the battlefield 
ill tins world snd Lhe next was another method that Imam All (d,s.) 
used in order to strengthen the spirit and morale of his soldiers. 

Furthermore, Imam also insisted that the army generals should 
never disclose the reality of the current situation that could leave a 
bad impact on the morale of the combatants. In the heat of the battle 
of Siffin and amid the direst states of war, the Imam outlined to one 
of "his generals the perspective and outcome of the battle and 
explained how serious and destructive the upcoming confrontation 
would be serious for the forces. At the same time he (a.S.) stressed 
that Lhis- information should be kept as a secret and the troops 
should not be informed about it. 


4, Employing Deceitful Tactics in Battles 

In order to achieve victory, the Imam would try all kinds of 
rational tactics, As previously stated, he (a.sj never appealed to deceit 
and fraud 3 in his statesmanship diplomacy and never practiced this in 
his managerial approaches, Ik used and emphasized it in his battles, 

saying; 


... # 

y J 

“Rely on your tactics and crafts in the battle more than on 
your strength,” 1 

This is one of the differences between the policies of Imam 'Alt 
(a. 5 ,) and those of the Lh navy ads. 


IrnanTs teachings and the practical examples indicate that 
'craftiness 3 in warfare policies is a rational option to achieve victory 
and to avoid resorting to irrational actions as much, as possible, Adi 
ibn Hatam is quoted as saying that, amid the clashes ol the battle of 
Siffln. I mam 'All (a,s«) said with a loud voice for his companions to 


hea r: 


i, 

\ 


J 



"■ JycSi $i!j 


1. See 9/j, h. 5iio 
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1 swear by God that I will kill Mu'lwiya and his 
companions.” 

He then said with a law voice: 

! id I ►G-- 

"If God wills!* 

I.he narrator said, ”1 asked: O Commander of the Faithful! You 
Swore and then made an exception. Why- is that?” Imam replied: 

t' * * , 

.itJLv 

"War es Craftiness," 3 

lin.lm employed the same tactic when confronting J Amr ibn 
Abda Wuti and managed to kill him with the opportunity he got by 
means of this tactic. 

therefore, the Imam's use of craftiness is in line with the human 
values and dignities, and on the other hand is an efficient and 
accurate tactic m warfare. 


S, Ethics of War 

In the school of Imam Ah (a.s,), resorting to war is only lo 
defend the entity oi faith and tor the purpose of destroying tvranny a 
eliminating oppression and removing hindrances of rulers tup. Aii 
(a.s.) who always used the sword to safeguard the Truth, never 
neglected moral principles and human dispositions, even amid itie 
direst moments of war. Observing such warfare characteristics and 
moral codes in a battleground in Imam Mi's (a.s.) code of conduct, 
would be most instructive and enlightening. Some topics m this 
respect arc as follows; 


A* Refraining from Initiating a War 

Imam never initiated a war. He would neve; draw his sword before 
bis opponent and he ordered his companions not to ever initiate a 


See y/% h. no 
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war, unless the enemy had most stubbornly blocked the way for 
peaceful and direct negotiation, in reality, this policy of Imam is a 
confirmation of the importance attached To peace, human values and 
opposing belligerency in All’s Islamic approach, 

Imam always emphasized the execution of this policy. Junduh 
Azdl has said' 




Jj! | jLiuJ h 1 ; J jZj \}j& hJ tuij Jby JjS j Of 0) 

p j , f s r -- $ .1 -- - , 

t Jilil jiJS r ^J- J* 

L5.y- 




Whenever we encountered an enemy in the company of ‘Aii 
( aA ) s he would order us, by saying: "Do not fight them until 
they start; because, thanks be to God Almighty, you possess ihe 
proofed), and Setting them start the battle is another proof 
for you [against themj ” 

He would therefore show that in his culture, the crucial principle 
is 1 peace and silence, rather than belligerence and warmongering, 

It was for this reason th.it Imam would order Ins combat forces 
not to initiate the war and if the enemy started the war and they weu 
defeated by the help of God, those who run away should not be 
killed, nor should the wounded be assaulted. They must not strip or 
dismember the corpses and so on, All these show that in Imam All $ 
war conduct and in his policies, warfare is an exception and the main 
principle is emphasis on human values and their promotion. 


ft. Retraining from Calling to War 

Imam Ali (a.s.) insisted that 
characteristics 

battlefield, strong will and the spirit of defeating the enemy. He (a.s.) 
prepared them for the battle by all the necessary means. However, he 
would enjoin them never to challenge ihe enemy to fight, and not to 


his troops should adhere to 
such as gallantry, steadfastness, authority in the 


l. Set 9/6, h. 5Ll. 
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call for a rival to prepare for the wa_r T which was a way of creating 
terror and panic. In reality, tEi.cs was also in line with his methods 
and policy of opposing belligerency, [mam instructed that if the 
enemy challenged and asked tor a rival in a battle, only then, they 
must proceed to tight in order to stop the enemy’s obstinacy. 

C. Diplomatic Inummily of the Enemy's Envoys 

Islam is a global religion and its doctrines are universal and apply 
all periods of time, hence addressing international and global 
policies. In Islam, political envoys of foreign countries enjoy 
diplomatic immunity in military and political confrontations (even 
though m the thick of the war). 4 All (a.s,) had instructed this noble 
doctrine to the troops and wanted them to take this policy seriously, 
and in case some people claimed to be carrying a message from rite 
enemy, they should nol be encountered before verifying the matter 
th rough sufficient inquiries, 

D. burnishing the Argument before Starting the War 

We previously said that according to Imam 'Mi (a.s.) war is a 
means of removing the barriers against the spread of truth and 
guidance of mankind. He therefore, never failed to enlighten the 
enemy and used every possible chance to guide them, He would even 
attempt lo guide the enemy on the battleground and in the heat of 
the war, frequently presenting arguments to avert the war. In all, in 
the conduct of Imam H Ali (a.s.), a war would not be waged unless 
when necessary, 

li Supplication at the Time of War 

In the teachings of Imam All (a.s.). spiritual dimensions and 
advancement of spirituality in people and human society is prior lg 
anything else. Imam never forgot to create and develop sucEi a spirit, 
even during the midst of the war. With illuminating words he would 
speak to the troops who were mobilized and prepared to assault, 
trying to put out the fire of sedition, but to no avail the obstinacy of 
the enemy would inevitably lead to war. At the time of war Imam 
would engage in supplication and worship of God, reviving Ills 
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remembrance in the hearts of his soldiers and with his mystical 
whispers lie would calm the atmosphere ot his aimy, seeking the 
assistance of Cod At mighty. His (Jihad) and fighting was therefore a 
basis for Divine Love and a means of approaching to Cod, as well as 
■i ^ L ep in the direction of the actualizing of Divine teachings and 
human values. The contents oi Imam s supplications and the theme 
of his invocations, dearly prove what has been previously said. 

t . Starting War in the Afternoon 

Imam would try through all possible ways and arrangement to 
lessen as much as possible the damages and human losses that wai 
might inflict, in case fighting was inevitable. Imam would therefore 
try to get the war started in the afternoon so that by the tailing of the 
night Lhe fighting would stop and thus the fighters would withdraw 
earlier and there would be less bloodshed and also the runaways from 
the battleground could easily flee. 


CL Good Treatment of (lie Survivors of the Enemy 

When the battle would subside, Imam 'All (a.s,) would command 
ihat dsc defeated troops, the wounded, the captives and those oi the 
enemy's army that were left behind, especially the women to be given 
the best of treatment- As previously mentioned. Imam s orders were; 
not to chase the runaways, not to kill the wounded, not to invade 
people's houses, not to take any of the spoils and never lc mistreat 
the women, even if they insulted the troops and their army 
commanders. 


EighH International Policies 

What has been said so far is just a glance at the policies oi Imam 
( Ali (a.s.) in various aspects of governing a statu. 

We now intend to recount some aspects of Imam 'Alt's (a.s.) 
global policies. We have selected particular doctrines from among the 
Imam's world policies that would bu beneficial and practical for the 
governing of a state in even' place and in any culture. 1 be guidelines 
presented with their relevant tests in the main part of the book 
include political, social, cultural and governmental guidelines that 
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ilie innate human nature {ftIra) and common sense confirm its 
soundness and efficiency, and historical experiences testify their 
correctness and value. By referring to conscience and history, anyone 
with any kind ol ideology can easily perceive these facts and confirm 
Lheir efficacy in governing a state. In chapter ten of the present book, 
these guidelines and principles ate divided into the following three 
categories: 


1, Policies Causing the Perpetuation uf tJovernments 

frnam 'All (a.s.) regards certain policies necessary for the survival 
of governments, By observing the doctrines of [mam 'AM. (a,s.) and 
his code of conduct we can find out that imam (a.s.) considered the 
following of utmost necessity: the spreading of equality, social 
notice, proper management in administering people’s affairs, good 
treatment and respect to all, awareness of political trends and 
safeguarding freedom, independence, dignity and all thai which is 
related to people’s individual and social rights. He considers them 
ad, as essential tor ihe steadfastness and perpetuity of government. His 
interpretation of justice is something truly interesting to concern plate. 

Imam ( Ali (a.s.j compared justice with a fortress, a shield, a firm 
foundation and a binding string and he considered Lhe implementing 
of justice as the best and the most efficient policy in ruling, He 
defined it as 'the adornment of politics', affirming that it is with 
justice that the ruler captures the hearts and attains Divine Mercy, 
He was also quoted as saying chat once governments are based on the 
foundations of justice and rested on the pillars of wisdom, God 
Almighty will help their advocates and destroy their challengers. In 
addition to the spread of justice. Imam regarded proper management 
as a necesscty ioi the stability and continuation oj governments. He 
considered benevolence as the beauty of power and awareness as a 
sign ol astuteness and correct governing, 

2. Policies Causing the Decline of Governments 

Iniiim Ah (a.s.) considers the outcomes of certain policies as 
destructive and damaging, liven though such policies are effective for 
a short time and may preserve the government for a while longer, 
they would ultimately lead to its fall and destruction. What "the 
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doctrines of Imam "Ali (a.&.) deem destructive and damaging are: 
violation of pet.:pie's rights, unjust bloodshed, mismanagement m 
handling affairs, selfishness , misappropriation, giving priority to 
governors, heads of government and their associates over others, 
neglecting fundamental tasks and issues, dealing with trivial, fruitless 
and unimportant issues, assigning inefficient people to critical posts 
and failing to employ competent individuals, 

Imam asserts that oppression and injustice under any name and in 
any form will cause the decline of the state, and if injustice is allowed 
in a society, it will consequently lead to wars and the state s authority 
and iLs. dignity will be marred. This is why he views oppression as the 
worst of policies and affirms that injustice and tyranny create 
instability, remove blessings and ruin communities and states. 

In his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar, Imam 'Ali (a.s.) wrote: 
“Never commit bloodshed when dealing with opponents and those 
of oLher ideologies, as the shedding of unlawful blood will bring 
Divine revenge, Lake away blessings and sovereignly will never be set 
firm by bloodshed, rather it will weaken, enfeeble and ruin its 
authority A 

He asserted that if a government is inflicted with mismanagement 
and does not enjoy wise and precise policies, it will start to decline 
and will consequently topple. The state which provides the best 
facilities for the ruler and his dominance, and instead of self-sacrifice 
(ilhdr)i it proceeds with selfishness and the use oi facilities for the 
ruler and his associates {hii'thar) will definitely be bound to decline, 
[mam said; “Tire rulers who deal with trivial, baseless, and transient 
issues instead of proceeding with fundamental tasks, basic policies, 
and principal planning, will rapidly slide to decline, I hose who put 
aside the great tusks and excellent deeds and deal with mean and 
petty work will lead the government lo its plight. 5 " Pondering on 
such teachings of the Imam is necessary and beneficial foi rulers, 
officials, and heads oi states. 

3, IUfficiLiit International Policies 

In addition to what has been said. Imam followed certain policies 
.and introduced methods of interaction that should be taken mio 
consideration by the rulers when interacting with other states. 
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nations* and countries. The following facts and policies can be 
extracted from among the highly valuable words of Imam and by 
studying his way of life: 

respecting the rights of the human bangs* regardless of ttu-ir ideas 
and ways of thinking* upholding their rights, absolute respect in dealing 
with others, avoiding any disrespectful and belittling relation or 
association with governments and nations* never submitting Lo 
delegation, stressing on removal of tension in connection with 
governmcuts, moving towards the development of genuine tranquility 
and a peaceful life accompanied by esteem* prevention of arousing 
enmity* sparing no means to correct the enemy's ideas and conducts 
(istisldh ab'adii)i remaining loyal to various treaties and being 
trustworthy in fulfilling of the people’s rights, benefiting from other 
people's knowledge and expertise in the field of culture, yet stressing on 
the policy of cultural independence, warning against being absorbed in 
polytheistic and corrupt cultures; and finally, studying various cultures 
and selecting what is best in them and many other things. 

furthermore, there are many issues that have been expressed in the 
various sayings of Imam ' Ali (a.s.) which are very illuminating in 
regard to international relationships. .Sue:It tenets have been presented 
in the ‘miscellaneous’ section at the end of this present volume. 

A Summary of the Policies of Imam T Ali (&,$,) 

That which has been presented so fir, was a glance at the contents 
of the chapters which have been compiled in this book to explain the 
different politics of Imam 'Ah (a.s.). Contemplating on what was 
mentioned would reveal that politics according to Imam 'Ali (a.s.) ts 
an instrument for ruling on the basis of human rights and the teal 
needs of the people* not for the dominance of dictators and violators 
of people’s rights. 

Based on what we mentioned* and after summing up and studying 
the above information ,we can now respond to the questions and 
criticisms raised regard mg the policies of I main and analyze the 
causes and reasons of what is mentioned about his statesmanship and 
discuss their veracity or incorrectness. 










Defending Imam 'All’s Statesmanship 

Imam Ah (a.s.) took over the caliphate iii response to the public 
demand and insistence, and his caliphate came to an end with his 
Martyrdom on Ramadan 21st, 40 AH [January 29 lfl , 661], People had 
been accustomed lo the mlcrship of Lite three caliphs tor twenty live 
years, during which certain policies and procedures had been 
perJormcd most ol which Imam regarded as unjustifiable, Changing 
the views and behavior of people was as difficult for him as 
returning the water which has run downstream', and in some cases 
even impossible, lie therefore accepted the caliphate with extreme 
precaution and prudence and only after several times of refusing it - 
so that nobody would think that he hud a desire for ruling-. 
Nonetheless,, from the very beginning he stated future plans and the 
difficulties ahead of him very clearly. 

Parts of the policies of Imam e All (a.s.) and some of his political 
positions have since long prompted discussions anti criticisms, 
Those who viewed politics as a tool of power and aimed at 
dominance over people from a governmental position did not 
tolerate some of Imam's political stances. It should be first known 
that Imam ( Ali (a.s.) had accepted the government in order to 
administer justice, and he adopted politics as tools for the 
government to secure the human rights and fulfil] the real human 
needs. 

If we look from tins angle and evaluate his rule and authority by 
this criterion, we will see that what the Imam did, was well-founded 
and meticulously organized and precisely in line with his lofty goals,, 

However, those who do not look from this angle do not accept 
Imam’s position in the six-person electoral council of 'Umar for 
appointing the caliph, and believe that his insistence on the deposal 
of Mu'Sviya at the beginning of his rule, when the foundations of 
his sovereignty were not yet firmly set, as being far from diplomatic 
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prudence, and say that 'Ali (a.s.) vvas a brave and fearless warrior but 
not a political r tiler! 

They say that if' Ali (a.s.) had been a man of politics, why bad he 
nor accepted the proposal of 'Abdul Rahman in the six-person 
electoral council (that was appointed by "Umar to assign a caliph 
after him) when be suggested that he would swear allegiance to him 
(a.s,) on the condition that Imam acts according to the conduct of 
Abu Eakr and 'Umar? Political prudence suggests that he should 
have accepted the condition, and after the establishment of his 
government, act m his own way and follow Ids own path. Did 
£ Uthma.n who accepted the condition follow their (the caliphs) 
steps?! 

If Imam had acted the way politicians do, he should not have 
treated the opposition the way he did, especially Tal.ha and Zubair 
who were influential figures and Mifawiya who was very powerful in 
Sham (Syria), He should have compromised for a while and fulfilled 
their demands, and later, after the establishment of his government, 
he should have begun to extirpate them. There were many similar 
occasions where he rook such problematic stances. Imam's insistence 
cm moral and Islamic values created problems in the establishment 
of his authority and dominance and made him encounter serious 
hardships. Before continuing, m- will refer to the words oi Ibn Abi 
.ifHadrd in this respect: 


j 1 |tpWJ- .-J> d - 1 _ r v> I >T - - 1_S^J ji 'u jJ 'jl 

. ijl_J , 


Know that a group of those who do not know the real virtue 
of the Com man tier of the Faithful (a.s.) claim that 'Umar was 
more diplomatic than he was, even though [they considered] 
him as being more knowledgeable than ' Umar. 1 

Ibn Abi al-Hadld goes on to say: 

Ibn Sin a [Avicenna] admits to this, in his book abShif'a', and 
my teacher also inclines to this belief, in his book al-Ghumr, 
where he mentions it Moreover, his (a.s.) enemies and 


1. Shark Nab} a l Maid*bah, vol. hi. p. 212. 
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opponents assumed that Mu'awiya was ahead of him in 
politics and so was his management.' 

What shortly follows here is a general response to all criticisms 
raised regarding Imam r AJi’s (a.s.) policies, and the detailed responses 
are presented in their appropriate places in the following chapters, 

The most important point in response to this issue ss emphasis on 
the way in which, politics and government is looked at, If politics is 
viewed as a means for ruling over the hearts or interpreted as ruling 
on the basis of people's rights and real needs of societyj and it we 
look at Imam ‘ A 1 3‘s. (a.s.) stances from such perspective, then we will 
realize that Imam 'Alt (h.a.) is the greatest statesman throughout 
history, second to the Holy Prophet {s,a.w), But, if we consider 
politics and statesmanship as a means to achieve power and 
domination, or interpret it as taking advantage of' the people and 
exploitative domination over them, then Imam’s stances are not 
detendable indeed. 

It is evident that I mam was aware of these issues acid knew how to 
employ them, but due to his commitment to Divine laws, ethical 
values and lies stress on the people’s rights, he did not deem their use 
as permissible. The following narration quoted from him clearly 
elaborates this fact: 



Ci J \ivj - 1 jj: ^ .J 


ll H it was not that plot Ling and deception have their place in 
Hell fire, I would have been the trickiest and craftiest person!” 2 


I ^^*0! iJ iji ^ jh 1 EoLgj 


"‘Alas! Had it not been for God wariness, I would have been 
the craftiest of all Arabs!’’ 3 


He also had said: 

“1 swear by God, that VUiHwiya is not cleverer than 1 , bur he 
practices deception and commits debauchery; and if ii were 


I Tbid, 

2. al-Ktifh vet, 1 , p. 33G. 

3. See y I, h, 75. 
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not for the hideousness of deception, 1 would have been the 
shrewdest of rill people! However, every kind of deception is 
sin, and every sin darkens (the heart) and for any deceiver, 
there will be a banner raised on the Day of Resurrection* by 
which he will be identified." 1 * * 


Accordingly, Imam knew well how to suppress voices; how to 
bring down loud cries to silence; how to deceive people with tricks: 
how to cast fear in their hearts by force; how to subdue the unruly 
greedy misers by allurement and consequently* and by violating die 
people's rights* massacres suppress internal oppositions and 
rebellions. However* he was 'AIL the axis oi truth* conscious of God 
and a believer in Resurrection Day, whose commitment to the truth 
and ethical values, and whose stressing on Divine teachings 
prevented him from perpetrating illegitimate policies. Imam 
frequently referred to these facts, by saying: 


, j i — * L 1 1 s) 7 M - 5 7 

1 certainly know what can reform you and straighten your 
crookedness. But I shall nos improve you byway of corrupting 
myself" 


He clearly states that be knows how to reform people and is 
familiar with the oppressive policies that suppress them for a short 
period of tune, but he does not apply Them since lie views them as 
corrupting to the reformer. 

Furthermore, Imam 'Ali (a.s.) viewed that above all, such actions 
lead the statesman to the dreadful domain of harassing, domination 
and. in his own words, corruption- I bis is why he calls out: “There 
will never be reformation at the cost of the corruption of Lhe 
reform erT 


The Imam's lofty words intiicate th.n superficial reformation will 
inevitably lead to corruption. 

By this Imam obviously meant unlawful rd on nation, such as the 
undergoing economic reformation in contemporary world, at the 


I. Set, 3/1, l .i. 71. 

Z Ntibj til-Ritldghak, Sermon 6'j. A;so see ' The Ensycfopedia t>/Afwrr sl-Mu'tttitiifi, 
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ccm of sacrificing social justice. Imam does not tolerate such 
reforms. On one hand, he knew well, how to deceive the influential 
political opponents and outlaws and keep them silent, by promising 
to fulfill their avarices and then, gradually eliminate them; and on 
the other hand, to promise people to restore their rights and stress 
on developing Divine and human values; and as soon as he would 
have established the foundations of his rule, he would do whatever 
he wished and break ail promises, as politicians have always done. If 
he did so, he would no longer be 'All ibn Abl Thilib, but rather a 
politician like any other politician. 

Indeed., so much love and devoLion from the people towards c Ali 
{,uS-) throughout history is because of his own righteousness and 
truth-centered ness and his emphasis cm right. We should carefully 
study and ask ourselves where lire power-centered hypocrites and 
imposters are now? On the other hand, we ought to see what were the 
reasons for the continuous remembrance of 'Ah (a.s.) in History mid 
throughout time. Why do the hearts carry so much love tor 'Ah 
(a.s.)? We reiterate here and repeat again and again that 'Ali {a.s.) 
regards poll Lies as a means of establishing the truth and restoring 
people’s rights, and not a means of domination over them. 

Imam ’All’s (a.s.) reformations were solely intended to revitalize 
the sim and sssnit ol tlie Prophet (s,a.w.) and his method of 
government. Imam * All (a.s.) could not have followed immoral, 
amirehgious and antihuman policies. This was why he (a.s.) faced the 
same difficulties that the holy Prophet (s.a.w.) did, J 

Th rough tolerating hardships and practicing patience towards 
difficulties, Imam 'Ali (a.s.) attempted to replicate once again the 
tlJuminant outlook of the Prophetic rule and the government 
policies of (he Messenger of Allah in the history 7 of Islam, presenting 
an efficient, just, and perfect way of conduct to the generations and 
nations to come. 


1. Shark Ntfhj' (iI-Bnis&btin, vuJ . Ifl, p. 2 I ■ -, h. 22Z, 
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Reasons for Imam 'All's (a,s.) Loneliness 

Towards the end of this brief study, we present the following 
important question; if the administration of a state on the basis of 
the aforementioned policies are applicable and such policies are 
proper and competent, why then did the people distance themselves 
after a short time from such a truth-centered statesman as Imam L All 
(a,s.) whom they had selected as their leader with their widespread 
support and left him alone and solitary during the last months of his 
life? 


Kxpfciming (he Issue 


We will now delve further into the various aspects of this topic 
and raise the issue more dearly. The foremost questions here are: 
What was the reason for people 1 s withdrawal from ( Ali (a.s,) in such a 
short period of time within his ruling? Why could he not practically 
preserve the people's widespread support of the government? Why 
was bond of relations detached between Lhe ruler and the people 
m Imam 'All’s (a.s.) government, and why were the people so 
disunited ilia! Imam could not create concordance and harmony 
even among those who had directly sworn allegiance to him and 
maintain any unity among them? 


Why did Imam (a.s.) complain of the lack of people's support in 
actualizing his superior teachings and implementing his reforms 
during the last days of his life and would painfully say: 


.OL'r .! '-'j-’Jl jf.r- jilul u 1 




“Alas! It is indeed hard that I make manifest through you the 
codes of justice or set in place Lhe crookedness of truth.' 


J. ’A'-, The Bitty dopedia of Amir al-Mn' mini}}, vol, 1, p. i'J. 
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VFhy did he consider them as the heart-rending pain of his 
political life? Saying: 

„ * ? 1 , * 

„JLi! j J h I j I -0JI 

"1 want to cure (sicknesses) through you., but you (yourselves) 
are my very pane J 

And he complained of disobediences and rebellions, saying: 

r > M •- i . * 

J ft i J ' y**-' 

“1 am entangled with people who do not obey,''" 

And he would complain of (heir dispersed tendencies and their 
fruitless crowded presence with their dissociated hearts, where be 
said: 

■* -i i ,L £"•***£■ v 
. .C-a S 

“There is no richness, even though you may be big in number, 
when there is little unity in order to bring your hearts 
together.”' 

lie yearned to have a few (sincere) companions of the battle of 
Badr; 

.* -- -- 

. ,JL i_b'l J 

| i y - i ' V 

“If J iiad companions similar in number to the people of 
Eadr,,,^ 

And: 

WluU was the reason for such regression after that wonderful 
turnout for swearing allegiance? 

is it nor correct to say that such a surprising loneliness after an 
unbelievable turnout (or allegiance and support (oi Ins ruSey indicate 
that ruling on the basis id Imam Ali s policies and hss system 
of government, was not practically applicable in the society ot the 


I Ibid, vol Ci, p. 112? h 2{jf» 
2. Ibid, vol. 1 , p. 26 
[bid. voJ. 7. p, 2d. 

4. Ibid, vol. 7, p, 32 
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real world and that Imam 'All’s (a.s.) utopia was noi but an image m 
the world of illusion? 

In this discourse we will try as much as possible, to respond lo 
these questions on the basis of historical texts ,md the realities of the 
Islamic society of those days, However, n would be worthwhile Lo 
briefly outline several points in advance: 


1 . Rule of the Elite iri Political and Social Transformations 

J he role ot the elite and prominent personalities, in socii.il 
transformations is very fundamental and extensive. They had the 
most influential impact on political and social develop merits of the 
society throughout history. ! 

In reality, they often make decisions for the masses, and people, 
time and again, do not hesitate in following them, They play their 
roles oi controlling and manipulating people m such a way that 
people imagine that they themselves have made the decisions and are 
acting on then own! 

Jn such a time as the early period of Islam, chiefs of tribes played 
pivotal roles in political and social changes. In other times, the 
inreUmtlai elite and party leaders played such roles and in today's 
society, [icads of media, political establishments, managers of large 
cultural t educational and information organisations, chief executives 
of press agencies and other mass media are the main manipulators, 
role-creators and decision makers of societies. 

2. Rule of (he Kiifan.s in Imam All’s Government 

In Lhe political geography of early Islam, the territory of Iraq used 
to serve as a bridge, connecting the east and the west of the Islamic 
world and acted as a center, for supplying military power to the 
centra] authority. In this territory. Kit fa enjoyed a special status and a 
sensitive role. 

Kuia was constructed in 17A1T/638CE tor the stationing of 
troops .The organizers founded this city for the purpose of setting 
up a large camp for the troops. It is therefore clear that Kufa was 


I See, al-Hikma, vol. Lu, p \(\ i 
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made as a military center; a place for those who knew nothing other 
than to fight and combat, and hence, always thinking of conquering 
borders ami gaining spoils of war. 

The people who had gathered in Kufa were far away from Madina 
which hosted most of the [Prophet’s] companions, Very few 
companions frequented hufa as it was the C.ahph Umar s policy 10 
have them remain in Madina. * 1 

The Kufa 11 a were therefore deprived of acquiring knowledge and 
had very hide understanding of religious laws and doctrines, 

‘Umar had explicitly asked the companions who intended to 
travel to Kufa not Lo teach them any bttdfik and not to distract them 
from their familiarity with the Holy Qur'an," The Ku fans’ 
familiarity and preoccupation with the Quran was restricted to mere 
recitation and nothing more and thus point can also be found in the 
words of the Caliph. This is. why, those who initially gathered in 
Kufa as the 'reciters 1 (^mi) later formed the original core ot the 
Kharijites. 

The important point here to take notice of is the tribal system in 
Kufa and the prevalence of ethnocentmm and dominance of the 
clannish culture and lifestyle in the behavior and relations of the 
Ku lacis. In this culture, the chief of the tribe was the key role player 
in the movements and efforts, while other people were blind 
followers who had no power of choice. 

Thus, wheel we say that people left Imam ‘Ah (a.s.) alone, we mean 
the elite, the influential and the chieftains of the Islamic community 
left him alone. This painful fact was more evidently seen in the 
people of Iraq at that time, especially among the Kufans. 

Now and after this brief explanation, we proceed to deal with the 
reasons for Imam 'All’s loneliness, according to his own words and 
sayings. 


I filMvitatlmfi \da ai-Saijfhawi, yob I |» 193, h. +74 

1, aV U mm til, vul. I h [t- 292, h. 21479 
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Imam A IPs Loneliness in Hb Own Words 

We said earlier that history is a truthful witness to the claim that 
the .short period of Imam ' A1 i’s (.a.s.) government lias been the most 
sublime manifestation pi a rule based on human values. I I is ruling 
method was not only attractive to those committed to Islamic 
human values, but those uncommitted to such values were also 
attracted by it, and they sometimes did not fail to admit its 
magnificence and perfection. Therefore, the reasons for the people's 
distance from the government of Imam fAli fa.s.) is not to be sought 
in the inconsistency of his method, but there arc other reasons and 
causes to be delved into, that will be mentioned in the following 
pages. 

Imam Ali (a.s.) himself explicitly and sufficiently has talked 
about the reason for the withdrawal of people from him and turning 
their back 4 : on his government. In his sermons and responses to 
queries, he expressed the reasons for their initial welcome and then 
their eventual distancing from him. Here is a review of the 
background, reasons and causes of the people’s withdrawal and 
Imam c All’s (a.s.) loneliness: 

1. Contra dietary Demands 

The first reason for the people’s distance from Imam ‘Ali fa, 5 ,) was 
the fundamental difference between two types of views about 
government. In reality, these two approaches had fundamental conflict 
between each other in their motivations and purposes. 

A great majority of the participants in the uprising against 
Uthman, especially a number of the key players 01 that movement 
such as Tallin and Zubair, did not intend to bring the community 
back to the Prophetic conduct (nra) and tradition (wnna}. They did 
not wield their swords, in order to maintain the sovereignty of 
genuine Islamic values, Party monopolization tendencies and tribal 
decision-making of the Urnayyads in government which was formed 
through 'Uthinim's rule had exhausted them. For them, 
overthrowing 'Uthman and their pledge of allegiance to ‘Ali (a.s.) 
were in fact aimed at solving this problem, although in their slogans 
they stated otherwise. 
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Finally after much insistence hy the people and his frequent 
refusals. Imam *Ali (a.s.) took over the caliphate, so as to restore a 
right, lead the community back to the conduct (stm) of the Prophet, 
revive the forgotten genuine Islamic values in the society, and to 
spread reforms in all bureaucratic, cultural, economic, social and 
judicial fields. In one of his earlier sermons, he staled among other 
things, the perspective of these changes. 

In other words, while people were motivated by the material and 
worldly inclinations, 'Ali (a.-s.) was motivated by L ruth-ccntrism, 
seeking God's pleasure and bang concerned about the revival ot 
religious values. In this regard he (a.s.) said: 



.a j- p, 
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“My concerns and yours are not the same, I want you for the 
sake of Allah but you want me for your own self,” 


In such a time when some people saw Imam ( All’s {a,s.) persistence 
in Isis goals find realized that they could not be in harmony with 
these goals, they turned away and abandoned 'Ah (a.s.) and refused to 
support him. As time passed, religious concerns. Divine motives and 
Islamic-human orientation of Imam Ah s (a.s.) rule were further 
manifested, At the same time, the distance became wider and the 
support of those who were seeking other than the truth slackened 
even more. 


2. The Betrayal uf the Kike and Obedience of the Masses 

Through the era of the government of the Commander of the 
Faithful (a.s.), tribal chiefs played the main role in making decisions 
for most of the people. He (a.s.) tried very hard to develop the 
necessity of following of criteria ft in the minds and lives oJ die people 
so that they would choose their path and measure the others by the 
criterion of truth, rasher than measuring truth with the criteria of 
prominent individuals and personalities..." 


t. L. [5. 

' 1 . ice 4/fc- p. i'll Cultural Polities 
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The efforts of Imam 'Ati (a.s ,) in thin respect were unfortunately 
of no avail. The prevalence of the aforementioned situation seriously 
hindered the basic reforms of'All's (a.s\) rule and this was extremely 
painful for him as his decisions were occasionally left unfulfilled by 
the opposition of an individual who was backed by a large group of 
ignorant Ioltowers. Imam described this sorrowful situation as 
follows: 


jis ^Lj' u- ,j: ^Idl 


People are divided into three groups: a Lordly (divinely 
inspired) knower, one seeking knowledge who moves along the 
path of salvation, and die riffraff and rabble, the followers of 
every screaming voice, those who bend with every wind, who 
have not sought to be illuminated by the light of knowledge 
and who have not had recourse to a solid support.' 

In this insightful statement, Imam 4 All fa.s.) divides people into 
three grou ps concerning lo the choosing of their way of life: 

1. The 1 earned who have found the way: 'Divine Scholars’, 

2. The seekers of truth and Lhose on the path of deliverance from 
darkness and corruption: The learners on tile path of salvation’. 


3. People who neiLher know the right and straight path nor its 
correct course: rather, they are prompted to move by blind following 
oi the influential. Imam has called them the uncivilized rabble 
(ham a] ru'd), who are hke the petty flies who sit on the faces of 
animals, and the foolish ignorant who are moved around, with any 
blowing wind and drift along any flow, without achieving any firm 
position. 

By ihe Imam’s (a.s.) analysis, those who neither know the right 
way cl hie nor allow themselves any wise deliberation and knowledge 
and blindly follow others are like flies that have gathered around 
Lhose who are more ignorant than themselves and seek benefit from 
them. Such people neither possess a firm intellectual status nor arc 


]. Art hj nJ-B xIdxh ak Apb o rism i-17. 
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able to stand steady on one position. Without knowing who their 
iejdei is and whether he speaks the truth or not, they highly respect 
him with their body and soul, and follow him only because be has 
some reputation, or holds a lofty position and bears on his forehead 
die title of chief of the tribe or the leader of a party or for any other 
reasons., just like a swarm of dies which are blown to every direction 
with oaf k n o wi ng why and wh e re they a re be a d i n g. 

It was so painful for All (a,s.) to see that such a great number of 
people of his time were among the third group. I k (a.s.) was faced 
with large masses who were neither 'people of knowledge* nor on the 
path of understanding. 

More heart-rending and distressing was the lack of a sympathetic 
person who would listen to these social problems and. calamities, and 
the lack of some intelligent ones with whom Imam 'Ah (a.s.) would 
share all of these. In other words, he (a.s.) could not unveil the pains 
and reveal the nature of the people whom he ruled upon and 
accompanied him. When he intended to share what he was involved 
in, to one of his close companions, Kumayh he took his hand, led 
him to the desert ami asserted the bitter reality with much sorrow 
and pity. What he told him was not convey able to anyone since 
many were not able to tolerate listening to all these problems. 
According to him, every person who enjoyed a Larger intellectual and 
spiritual capacity would become a more valuable and helpful person 
to listen, 

[mam then revealed the reasons for not being supported by 
people, lie announced that the root of all problems and failures 
concerning his reforms and reformative plans was hidden in the 
people's ignorance and their blind following of the treacherous elite. 


More Explanation on the Routs of the Problem 

On one occasion Imam "Ali (a.s.) spoke in iront of his relatives 
and a group of I be elite about his problems, stating more openly 
than before the reasons of the disturbance (in Kufa), elucidating its 
origins and revealing the reasons for disunity in the Islamic 
community of that time. He explained why people were not consistent 




Introduction 


89 


with his reformative planning, did not tolerate the government and 
sovereignty based on the Prophetic path (sfra) and tradition (mm?a) 
and did not support his policies. Then Imam began his insightful 
speech with the following words of the Holy Prophet (s.a.w,): 


L- lJ Sl I J d- ji - |_C pi I LJ' ■ y bi.>- ■_i Lp 
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What E Jcar most for you are two tilings: the following of vain 
desires and extending of hopes . 1 2 3 


He then explicitly stated that the political disturbances that 
had caused disunity in tire Muslim community and created factions 
and division are rooted in moral corruptions, egoism and desires: 


■—^Lxp-ij ' r o ,uy! £■ pji VJC 


V\ 


Surely the causes oi seditions (and Conspiracies) in which the 
Divine Law is disobeyed and men rule over other men arc the 
following of desires and laws that are innovated/ 


Imam (a.s.) indicates that egoism, desire and self-cemrism bring 
baseless and anti-rehgious innovations under the cover of religion; 
and it is through this approach that blind factionalism is founded, 
moral disturbances grow into cultural turmoil, and eventually wind 
tip in political ami social seditions and rebellions. It is in such cases 
that the perpetrators in order to justify their goals and to spread the 
seditions, misuse the truth and pretend to support it. Imam T Ali (a.x) 
warns: 

-J 1 ^4/ ,1 J JjL 1 jl Vi 
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j-jj di ll= ,\.+ y_ V- 

Verily, if the truth becomes purified and manifest, there will be 
no differences and if falsehood becomes manifest, it will not 
be hidden from the wise. I lowever, (what is done) is that some 
from this and some from that are taken (and mixed}.' 


lP J* -4 Ji 'jpVJ I ij-1 jj j 



J. See 2/4, h. 7-4. 
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3. Ibid. 
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By these words. Imam (a. a.) actually delineated the cultural 
features of his time and drew attention lg the fact that truth and 
falsehood had been intertwined so the past and those who had 
promoted falsity pretended truthfulness to achieve their false goals. 
As a result, after the lapse of one generation, innovations that were 
presented were regarded as tradition. Now that he (a.s,) intended to 
expose the features of falsehood and to rightly clarify the aspects of 
truth, it would be extremely difficult to do so, because people did 
not realize the depLh of the tragedy. 

Imam ( Ali (a.s.) quoted as saying from the holy Prophet (fa.w.) 
who had predicted and mentioned that such an atmosphere will 
occur after him; 


L a - ■- ! 1 _& +; ,J ierj |frj sw .. J - ' I '— i _U . J >Ul' ij Jr "-'} ] 
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Verify, I heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) say; "How 
would you he when a sedition would encompasses you? 
Such that the children would turn to adults and the 
adults would turn old. People would act according to 
them and adopt them as traditions to the extent that if 
one of them is changed, they would cry out that the 
tradition (sunnah) is changed !” 1 

El is a wonder that the Prophetic doctrines had settled hi people's 
minds, tongues, and beliefs so reversely that when someone like 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) who was a clear manifestation of truth and was A 
truth-centered personality intends to reform and rectify rite minds 
and thoughts of the people, they cry that 'the tradition has been 
changedE\ and so on. 

Were any fundamental reforms, essential changes and restoring 
the Muslim community back to the sunna of the Prophet (s.a.w.) 
possible in such an atmosphere? Thus, in these words and after his 
introductory statement. Imam (a.s.) returned to the main issue and 
candidly talked about innovations and stated part of these 


i [bid. 
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innovations imposed on the mnnd. He painfully unveiled what the 
formes statesmen and authorities had bequeathed people, asserting 
that lie could no longer do anything else because if he would not 
hold on to this cultural transformation and carry cm the campaign 
against cultural deviations, the troops would disperse and he would 
be left a I one. Here are the I main's painful words: 


tip J U JP, 
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If I force people to abandon their own customs (what they 
practice now) and restore the traditions to their original state 
and to the way they were during the Prophet's (s.a.w.) era, my 
troops will scatter and l will be left alone or with only a few of 
my followers. 


Expressing Grievances, an Ultimatum to all 

During the last months of Imam 'All's rule, his life was hard, 
painful and unbearable. The tribulations, rebellious, lootings and 
stubbornness ol the enemies made his life difficult. In a lengthy and 
exciting speech that he delivered for relatives and closed ones, he 
reiterated what he had told earlier to Kuinayl ibn Ziyad in the desert. 
By explaining the situation for them, he left no excuse for any one, 
the elites or the common people. 

In tins speech, known as the Sermon of Disparagement and 
Threatening {Khutbdb al-Q&si'a ) 1 which was delivered after the battle 
of Nahrawan, Imam stated very important and fundamental points 
as to how and why prolslamic religious revolutions ended in failure 
and he precisely predicted the future history of Islam. 

With (he Elite (abKhawas) 

In his eloquent words, Imam r Ali (a,s.) described the destiny of 
Satan that, he had worshipped God for six thousand years, and with 
references to his high status f before his rejection J, he (a.s.) points to 
the elite who enjoyed good accounts in their services to Islam and 
warns them lesL they end up in a destiny similar to that of Satan: 


]. Nahj (tl-Bidiighah. Sermon 192 
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Therefore, O secants of God, beware of Satan in tec ti ng you 
with his disease or leading you astray through his call.' 

He then explains that the only way to avoid this destiny is to give 
tip groundless prejudices, factional tendencies, and vindictiveness 
rooted in the age of ignorance, and seeking undeserved superiority; 
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Extinguish what is hidden in your hearts of the fires of 
prejudice and the grudges of the age of ignorance, as this 
vanity and self- conceit can only exist in a Muslim by the 
(astute) machinations of Satan, his haughtiness, mischief and 
whisperings. Practice humbleness, to trample self-pride under 
your feet and to cast off vanity from your necks. 


Warning the Masses 


When eminent figures of ihe community, the political and 
cultural manipulators, and those of ethnic, and ideological 
reputation get involved in prejudiced clashes, they make use of 
means such as enflaming disturbances within the people and the 
communities and thus lead Lite society into the fire of disunity. 


As well, in his sermon, Imam e Ali (a.s.) insistently enjoins the 
people to refuse obeying their dignitaries and elite, in case they 
would not give up their arrogance and persist on their haughtiness 
arrogance and sedition. They should not follow their illegitimate 
objectives and should lie heedful of the fact that all seditions, 
corruptions and abnormalities are rooLed in their positions: 


l (bid. 
2. Ibid. 
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Beware and avoid obeying your leaders and elders who fdt 
proud over their lineage asid boasted over their descent, ...they 
are the main sources of obstinacy and main pillars of 
mischief... They are the roots of vice and people of 
disobedience. Satan has made them as the carriers of 
misguidance and the troops with whom he attacks men. 1 

Imam then gave an enlightening explanation of" what was stated. 
Afterwards, he proceeded to make a very important political and 
ethical discussion about social interaction and behavior. E4e talked 
about the difficult Divine trials aimed at training the human beings, 
stressing that life s various misfortunes and difficulties are in line 
with the spiritual construction of man and to purify him of moral 
vices, particularly selfishness, arrogance and haughtiness just as Cod 
Almighty has ordained prayers, fasting and alms for such purposes. 

He fu.s r ) then enjoined people to delve into history, deliberate on 
events and take lessons from the fates of the religious revolutions to 
itiid out how they had ended, and recognize the impact of" disparity 
and disunity on the failures in religious calls, lest the haughtiness 
and egoism of the elite and the influential along with the people's 
unaware obedience would lead the Islamic government to a destiny 
similar lo that of previous revolutions. 

In this part of his speech, Imam (a.s.) gives an explicit warning 
and issues an ulti matum to the elite and the influential: 


•-y 'tfjl v -j2jp- I kif'uaj| w'- _ h ^ _j_. 
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Indeed, you have shaken off your hands from the rope of 
obedience and broken the divine fortress around you by 
(resorting to) pre-Isiamic laws. You should know that you have 


I Ibid. 
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agai n reverted to the post non of the Bedouin after the 
immigration (to Islam) and have become different patties after 
having been once united. You do not possess anything of 
Islam except its name and know nothing of faith other than its 
form, 1 


flit Danger ol' Abandoning I he * Enjoining Good and Forbidding Wrong’ 

from the viewpoint of Imam “ All (a.$.) the enjoining to do good and 
forbidding them from doing any wrong are among the major elements 
in the continuation of an Islamic revolution. The establishment of all 
human and Islamic values is directly related to this duty. If this 
obligation is forgotten, values will also be forgotten and once the 
Islamic community turns m back on religious values and takes refuge in 
other than Islam, it will lose Divine assistance and fail in its battle 
agamsi foreign enemies, and a government based on the teachings of 
Muhammad (s.a.w.) and ( Ali (a.s.) will thereby be defeated, the devils 
will dominate the Islamic Community and the prayers of the pious will 
not be answered. 


Imam (a.s.) goes on to say further in the sermon of tiLQ&si'a 
regarding this same issue: 
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Be sure that if you incline towards anything other than Islam, 
the disbelievers will fight against you, I hen neither Gabriel nor 
Midiael nor the Mithafim or Anm will help you, you will 
draw swords against each other, until Allah settles the matter 
for you 


!. Ibid. 
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Certainly, there are examples before you of God's wrath, 
punishment, days of tribulations and happenings. Therefore 
do not disregard His warnings due to ignorance of it or taking 
light His Wrath, or feeling immune from His punishment, for 
Cod the Glorified did not curse people of the past except 
because they had abandoned enjoining good and forbidding 
wrong. In fact, Allah cursed the foolish for committing sins 
and the clement because they gave up forbidding wrong/ 

Tile Holy Prophet (s.a.w.), prior to Imam £ Ali (a.i), had also 
warned people of this danger in the following words; 


'ol .jibj. 1 Jf- IJ^-I tf u_Slb 1 jy '.flSl -Oj' iji 1 r-Ul tfl U 

. ^ j-Jld ' yj- [j j k -t’-Alifi ^ pi—^ j i .-j- 1 2 - 


O People! Verily God says to you: Command people to do 
good and forbid them from wrung, or else you will pray, but l 
do not answer your prayer and you ask Me but I do not grant 
you and you seek My assistance but ! do not assisi you." 

The danger of abandoning the enjoining to do good arid 
forbidding the wrong in regard to the continuance of the Islamic 
revolution rs so serious that Imam Ali (a.s.) warned people aboui n 
until Lite last moments of his life, saying in the last sentence of his 
testament: 




ArT j- | p 


Do not abandon the enjoining of good and forbidding the 
wrong, or else the villains would dominate over you, then 
when you pray, you will not be answered. 

After drawing attention to the dangers that await the future of the 
nation because of abandoning the enjoining good and forbidding 


1. Ibid; 

2. Mizan al-Hikma. vol fi, p. iTf/S, 3i 12727 

3 See, Thd Efttydopediu of /tm ;> al-Ma'nnmn , vol, 7, p. ^55, h. 2'JG1 
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wrong and turning away from the [Islamic] values. Imam 'AH (a,s.) 
goes on to say in the: sermon oJ af-Qasi'tt that the Islamic community 
is facing this problem at the present time, Therefore* if it is not 
cured, people must be expecting the dominance of the villains and 
the wicked over them: 


AiLX> 'i ( j iiju-j- p,jdj2> ‘ f ji I 


t?4 > T : ■= 

JUi W^i- AS 


, Ml 


Indeed! You have broken the ties of Islam, transgressed its 
limits and destroyed its rules. J 


Indeed, refraining from obeying the wise and a truth-seeking 
leader, breaking through the stronghold of religion by I allowing pre- 
Islamic tendencies and behaviors and leaving meritocracy, solidarity, 
harmony and empathy by yielding to disunity Arid satamc 
pomposity, contenting oneself with grandiose titles, towing behind 
only Lhe lilies of truth, faith and Islam (neglecting then essence); 
abandoning the practice of enjoining good and forbidding wrong* 
not practicing Divine sanctions, annihilating religious ordinances 
and so forth are all causes of failure, defeat, falling into hardships, 
and consequently being ruined and witnessing the satanic dominance 
of the enemy, and so on, 


3k Equality in Distribution 

Human beings very often fall into the trap of material and 
worldly inclination & and attractions. If one gets accustomed to 
worldly indulgence and fills his life up with worldly provisions and 
concerns himself with its pleasure and comfort, then it will be 
difficult for him to part himself from them. 

After Lhe Messenger of God (s.a.w,) and during the reign of the 
[first] three caliphs, one of the wrong policies pursued was bribing 
and ;illuring the reputed figures and discrimination ns favor of the 
related elites, In this way many who did not deserve such lofty 
positions were lifted high in rank anti others were unrightfully 
degraded and tyrannized. 


]. NaiiJ a!-Ba Af/.■,;Se i moi l iso. 
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Imam (a,*.), as he stated in one of hh early sermons, intended lo 
eliminate this appalling class discrimination and disorder in 
enjoyment of the privileges/ 

It was evident that this policy would stimulate many people 
against Imam (a.s.) and they -mainly consisting of the elite and 
reputed figures- would in turn pull many of the common people 
behind them by various tricks in order to justify their opposition 
and to hide the secret of their parting from 1 AI i (a.s.). 

It was lor this reason that many of Imam A1 i\s. (a.s.) advocates 
frequently asked him to give up this policy and forget about the 
chieftains, influential political figures and pompous persons who 
enjoyed special economic privileges for a time and temporarily and 
that he should not confront them and their indulgence. Nonetheless, 
he {a.s.) found the suggestions in conflict with the principles and 
fundamentals ol his government and therefore rejected them, lie 
regarded these suggestions as somehow abandoning the goals and 
ideals of an Islamic state and so he refused them. 

Here are some examples of such suggestions and the Imam’s 
responses to them: 

1- It is reported in the book al-Gbdrtii Lhat: 

f Ali (a.s.) was complaining to Malik al-Ashtar of the people’s 
flight toward Mti'awiya. AJ-Ashtar said: "O Commander of 
the Faithful! Wc fought against the people of the battle of 
Jamal in the company of Basra ns and Kiifans who were .ill 
unanimous in their opinions, but then they differed, bred 
enmity and their intentions slackened and justice failed. And 
you call them to justice, treat them righteously, and take back 
the rights of the weak from the wealthy who in your views 
have no superiority over the weak. 

Many of the in, who were with you when they were treated a.s 
such, began to grieve and became sad with this justice. As for 
Mu'uwiya, his gifts were with the oputenL People’s soul 
yearned towards the worldly gains, Those who are not 
infatuated with the world are very few; many of them are tire 


I See 2/[, h. 62. 
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ones who discard the truth, go along with falsehood and prefer 
the worldly gains. If you arc munificent toward them, they will 
be drawn toward you and become benevolent to you and then 
friendship will purely belong to you. May God settle your 
affair (O Commander of the Faithful) and terminate your 
enemy, disperse their assembly, nullify their plots and slacken 
their efforts, as He knows what hie does " 

In response to him.. *Ali (a.s.) thanked God and praised him, 
and sard: for what you said th.it my manners and character 

are based on justice, verily, God says: "Whotvrr acts righteously, it 
is for bis own soul and whoeiftf does rod, it is to its ddrtmtnt, and 
your Lord is not tyrannical to th servants” 1 and I am more fearful 
that I may have been negligent in what you said. 

As for what you said that they found the truth too heavy and 
thus turned away from us, God knows that Lhey did not turn 
away from us due to our tyranny. When they did turn a way, 
they were not called forth to justice; [rather] they sought 
nothing but the transient world that they had been parted 
from ir; and on the Resurrection Day, they will be called Lo 
account whether they sought worldly gains or acted for the 
sake of God. 

As for being munificent to men and buying them off, actually 
we are not able to give away out ol public nsseLs to people 
be vend what thev deserve, as God has rightfully said; r 7 iow 

J f " 7 

many a small party has overcome a large party by/Utah's unlit ' 

He Almighty chose Muhammad (s.a.w.) as a Prophet and he 
was alone and after a while he turned his few followers into 
multitudes and raised his party to power after being 
humiliated. 11' Cod wishes to assign us to a task, He would 
smooth out the difficulties and would case the hardships {for 
us tool. I approve all that of your ideas in which there is the 
pleasure of God; you are the most trustworthy of my 
companions, and the most trusted, the most benevolent, and 
the most discerning of them to me. 


i Qur'an, it i*. [All translations of the Qur'an are from the translation ofSayyid 'Ali 
Quli Q;ird\ The center for Translation of the Holy Qur'an, 20a', Qum, Imn. | 

2 . Qur'an, 2; 2 49, 
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2. In tiic same book, Rabi'a arid ‘Aimnara are quoted as saying: 

A group af ' All's (a.s.) companions- went to him and jyic): “O 
Commander of the Fault ful, give these riches away, and give 
the noble and the dignitaries of lhe Arabs and Quraysh 
superiority over the uon-Aiab liberated ones and ;ilso [give 
preference and advantage] to those opposition you fear their 
harm.” 

Rabfa Said: 'They said this because Mtfawiya. treated those 
wEio went to him in this way”, 'Ah (a.s.) said to them: “Do you 
order me to seek victory by means of tyranny? By God, I 
won.d nor do that as long as die sail keeps rising, and a -star is 
shining in the sky. By God, El these riches belonged to me, I 
would treat them equally, how is it possible when they are the 
public properties ” 1 

A Sahl ibn Hunayf, Imam ’Ah’s (a,$.) governor in Madina sent him a 
letter reporting ihai a group of Madmans had joined Mu'awiya, Imam 
wrote in reply: 

"Now, I have come to know that certain persons from your 
ride are stealthily going over to Mu'awiya. You should not 
worry if rhe number of your men Is reduced and their help is 
lost. Indeed they have joined misguidance and you have been 
relieved 0 ] them. They are miming away from guidance and 
truth and advancing towards blind nest and ignorance. They 
are seekers of tins world and arc proceeding to it and are 
leaping Lowards it, They have known justice, seen it. heard it 
and appreciated n. They have realised that here, to us, all men 
are equal in the matter of right. Therefore, they ran away to 
selfishness and partiality, bet them remain remote and far 
away from the mercy of Allah. By Allah, surely they have not 
gone away from oppression and have not joined justice. In this 
matter, we only beseech Allah to resolve for us the hardships 
and to level for us its unevenness, if Allah wills; Wassalam!"" 

Avoidance «f Using Unlawful Means in the Enforcement of Commands 

An ideal human society, as it must be, is a society full with human 
values. It is a society in which law and justice create relations or break 

l. See S/11, h- 229, 

2 See 77v Enctdopcdm ofAmiral-Mu 'mnm r, vol. 7, p. 1 7 1 {Nah;m-Hahip^b y Letter 70 ) 
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them, extinguish rebellions and rectify abnormalities. However, it is 
evident that achieving such a stage in human society is very difficult, 
What was rite kind of society that Imam 'All (a.s,) ruled over? What 
were people’s tendencies at us public level? How were the 
inclinations and efforts of people basically determined? 

The community during those days had been ruled by others for 2y 
years. Those governments raced, towards the final years, rebellions., 
criticisms and confrontations, and m return reacted with violence, 
severe confrontations, punishments, and occasional imprisonments, 
tortures and atrocities. 

The general public was not rightly familiar with the law and its 
significance so the rulers ruled over people in this milieu. Hie rulers, 
whenever encountered with peoples wrongdoing, right from the 
beginning practiced force, violence and dominance instead of 
resorting ro them as a final solution. 

In the Ufnayyad policy, ends justify the means and the politicians 
use any tools, even illegitimate ones for implementing their policies, 
plans and order*. The leader of such policy speaks to some in a 
language of allurement and to others through threatening and still lo 
some others by means ol deception. Mu awiya did rule over Sham by 
means of such policies and perhaps the maintenance ol the interests 
of Sham demanded doing soil 

What should Imam 'All (a.s.) do when in his doctrines, the use of 
illegitimate means to implement his policies is not permissible and 
the people’s leader speaks solely by means of explanation, elucidation 
and instruction, does not use words of allurement deception, threat, 
m violence], and how r should he bring the people who had been 
accustomed to these methods, back to the right way? 

Surprisingly, the public masses of Sham indisputably used to obey 
Mu'awiya without receiving anything from him simply and just 
because he used the means of the policy of imposture, allurement 
and threat. The public masses of Kufa however, did not obey the 
Imam, even though they were not deprived of material interests. In 
this regard Imam said: 
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Is it not strange that Mu'awiya calls out to some rude, low 
people and they follow him without receiving any support or 
grant, but when 1 call you, although you arc the successors of 
Islam and lire (worthy) survivors of rite people, to help and 
grant you, you scatter away from me and oppose me? 1 

Imam (a.s.) knew well that the society was not at a level of 
understanding ld grasp his heart-rending and suspicion-free words., 
He knew that he could make many, including some dignitaries, obey 
him through violence and threat and puL things In order even 
though temporarily, but he refused to do so and sank 


-ti LJl/ w-lSjJ i _JWf jil hT .d sicil j| ^ ' 

l I O' J , j —Jj *LcJt I Jjj 


Indeed, yesterday I was the Commander of the Faithful, but 
today I am commanded and until yesterday I was dissuading 
people (from wrong acts), but today I am being dissuaded. You 
have now shown that you only love to live in this world and it 
is not for me to force you to what you disliked 
In the policy of Imam 'All (a.s,), achieving goals is rightful only 
when people think freely arid accept the reform plans and submit to 
them without any obligation. Imam (a.s>) never deemed it right to 
make people accept what he viewed as truthful and proper by 
resorting to the sword, violence and to force them to obey him. Al 
rhe end, it is people who would finally choose a way which they are 
attached to. 

In other words, if Imam 'Ah (a.s.) had been asked why people had 
left him alone, he would have answered: "1 was not willing to force 
them to obedience by the language of the sword. And they were 
regretfully not in a position to appreciate this path [my rule] and 
submit to iL for some cultural reasons and due lo the social structure 
that has been imposed on them and they have been accustomed to.” 


1. See 5 /10, h. 24S ii'iuhj iii-Buhivhuh, Serin Lift J50) 

2 77 ,'t Eneydopediti of A n: tr td-Mx 'mstnn, yuI, 6 , p. I :J I, h, 2 :. 7 7 
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Imam (a.s.) believed that problems of a government could be 
re nip or an ly solved by violence, but such sovereignty and rule would 
no longer be that of Imam ‘Ali 1 ! fa.s.}. He has frequently stated this 
fact as follows: 


I o' : pi' I L y>J ,< i. ■■b P>-' M Td 



Q People of Kufa! Do you think I do not know what car] 
rectify you? Yes indeed, But I do not like to rectify 1 you by 
corrupting myself, 1 


And then he said: 
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1 know that what rectifies you is die sword, but I do not seek 
to rectify you by corrupting myself. After me. however, a Lough 
authority will dominate over you,' 

[mam ' Ah fa.s,) asserted that he knew how to confront people and 
subjugate them by means of violence and sword and was able to 
straighten their crookedness with a sword and to force the rebels to 
obedience, but he refused to do sc. Ik said; "Correcting you by 
resorting lo violence would cost a price, {i,e ljr mining the moral 
values) and I am not willing to pay such a price. This would neither 
be compatible with my disposition nor with my philosophy ol 
governing. But you should know that after me a hard lime will be 
awaiting you. With such manners and acts, you pave the way for the 
rule of those who would noi have mercy on you and would not talk 
to you except by the language of the sword: 

. _. . .id 1 :■ I y>- I j I .4-1 ' v* ?) 1 i_i! '■ . !■*■ I L p'-^d T"d™a-; i 


You will not be rectified (O people of Iraqi) except by he who 
shall humiliate you, and God will humiliate him too. 1 


]. See k/ l j, h. 447. 

2 Sec k/ Hi, h. 447. 

V Rdbi &l‘Abtsh. vol. 4, p ISO 
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finally. Imam (a.s.) departed people while having been unjustly 
treated by them and complaining about them: 




^ jzM 
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People before me used eo complain of the oppression of then 
ruler? but now 1 have to complain of the wrongful actions of 
my sublets ,..} 


He had told people that their wrongdoing towards the just leader 
would be as dangerous to the community as the wrongdoing of an 
Oppressive leader, and a community that does not observe the rights 
cf a |ust leader and refuses obedience, solidarity and empathy to him 
-who is most deservedly entitled to such rights- will be enLangled in 
commotion and burn in the fire of decline: 
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And ii the subjects come to dominate- over die rulei, or the 
ruler oppresses die subjects, differences will arise among them, 
signs of oppression will appear, mischief will enter religion 
and the tradition will he forgotten, I hen desires are acted 
upon, i he religious commands are discaided, diseases of the 
spirit become numerous, great rights will remain idle, 
falsehood will be practiced. In such circumstances, the 
virtuous arc humiliated, the wicked are honored and the 
chastisements of God Almighty towards people will be severe/ 


Thirty lour years after the martyrdom of Imam 'All (a.s.) r his 
prediction about the Kufans came true. In the caliphate of 'Abdul 
Ma ] i k ibn Marwan, a g ro up of Khlrijites culled "Azifnqa* rose up in 


t. See: 77y Encydoprdia of Amir ni-Mu'mUUth vol. u, jj. 174, L 4/47, 474& {Nabj at 
Balagbab , Aphorism 2f,i >. 

2. See 6/2 h h jtij. 






104 


Imam All and Political Leadership 


the Ahwaz region again it the central government. The only place that 
could dispatch military troops to the fronts was Kuia, hot the people 
did nor comply and refused lo go to battle. In an inciting sermon, 
‘Abdul Malik sought a solution from his dignitaries and dose 
companions, by asking them: 


Who will volunteer 

, I 

piercing spead 


, 1J i -L ... ’i —' —' i p 

against them with a cutting sword and j 


All remained silent Hajjaj ibn Yusuf who had recently suppressed 
‘Abdullah ibn Zubair in Mecca stood up and declared his readiness, 
but 'Abdul Malik did not accept. Referring to the difficulty of 
dispatching troops to the Ah way. front, he asked them to choose 
volunteers from among then most powerful troops lo Iraq for the 
battle against the A'anqn army. Here again, the only one who 
volunteered was llajjaj ibn Yusuf, 

Interestingly, "Abdul Malik wonders how Hajjaj warns to have 
such rebellious and unsteady people to obey, and thus asked fmn; 


Vo jj yj "h -Tiki' 'j i -C'i'j ■ ifi i '-'J ji 

- r ' ^ ' V 


Er.very commander has. instruments and leashes. What are your 
instruments and leashes?" 


And Hajjaj replied, “The tongue of the sword and the instruments 
of violence!” lie would talk io them with the language of the sword 
and would raise whips oJ violence, hie said that he would spread the 
policy of threat and allurement and bv doing this he would uproot 
the opposition: 

Js _ r -J ) “Mjs l£L y>j ^ bi j-j A^e3 ;.b ^ 
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1 will destroy anyone who fights against me and honor anyone 
who shall approach me. I will chase anyone who runs away 
from me, harm anyone who resists me anti trace those who 
turn their back on me, so when I find them, 1 will kit them. 


1 id Put fib, v<> 1 .7, s, p, c 

2 a! Put fib, vo[ 7, p, 4, h V 
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These are indeed rny ms tinmen is, Saw your friend with your 
dirhums (gold coins) and reap chose who arc hostile to you 
with your swordJ 

Abdul Malik approved this policy and in 74 All /S87 CE he 
appointed Hajjaj as the governor of Kufa and Basra, In his first 
encounter with them and in a warning sermon to the people Hajjaj said: 

“Verily l see heads ripe enough to be plucked and I am 
undertaking this Lask. It seems as if I am looking at blood 
gush mg out of the turbans and the beards.., 

Know ihar I will not promise anything, unless 1 carry it out to 
full term; I do not utter anything unless I fulfill it; I will not 
conic close unless I find out and will not stay far unless 1 hear. 
Therefore, avoid shouting, gatherings, demonstrations, plaving 
champions and listening to every individual! What is 
happening to you, O people of Iraq? O separatists? O people 
of hypocrisy and vulgar morals? Verily you are inhabitants of a 
town that [God sard] was secure and peaceful. Its provision 
came abundantly from even-' place, but it was ungrateful 
toward God's blessings, so He made it taste hunger and fear 
because oJ what they used to do." 

Know that rny sword, will soon be satiated by your blood and 
it will peel off your sbn. Therefore, whoever wishes, should 
preserve his bJoodf ' 


t, fff-Fjitub,, vol, 7, s, h, 4. 

2. Qur'an, lfc| n. 

7. ai-I'wtuh. vol. 7 & p. K-10 . Mj.s' ud: ha s s aid 

llajjaj died ,e the age of 54 in rite region of Was ip ir,n| j:l [ >5 AH/in Cl: Jlc 
ruled ioi twenty years and the number of ptopk who were killed |during ills 
nugnj ui b.uilcs it dm- to their being liuind, were up 10 12000i>. At the lime of 
Jus death, 5-U'lXJQ men and 1O0TO women, including j6000 girls, were m his 
prisons. 

lie used in keep men and women in die same place. His prisons did not have 
roofs, so the prisoners eouJd not keep away from the heat of the sun m summer 
time and 1 he i»sii and cold in winter lirne. His other methods of tortures .die 
described in my fi.e, Mas'ndj's| other books. It is reported chat one day he 
mounted his horse to go to the Friday prayer. He lie,did moans, so he asked 
wim ii was. He was told: "The prisoners are moaning and complaining of their 
hardships." Ik went towards them .md said; Be- gone in t\ and do not tpaik to Met 

[Qur'an, 23; 108] 

h is said that Hajjaj died on this same Friday, and he never again mourned ,i 
horse after this. {Mitruj ai-Dkahak vol. 3, p 1 70 j. 
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Prom the very first tune, Hajjaj showed in his speech that death 
would be flowing out of His eyes and blood shall be shed from his 
sword. ! L: talked to Lhe Kufams with the harshest words and the most 
degrading epithets and revealed the ending of rebellions, openly 
stating that he would quench his sword with the blood of those 
disobeying him and intending to be haughty towards him, After this 
horrifying speech, characterized wiLh blood dripping from his even* 
word, he issued a statement, which was announced to the public in 
every quarter and district: 

Ajj j_*_ Lw' ^--vi t Uy * i,—,LA' “■ i ■ r * o'o ya LcU-' aJ hi I ! 's' i 

■ ULt J -L‘ 

Lt Be informed that we gave Lhe companions of Muhlab a 
respite of three, days, whomever we catch alter that, his 
punishment will be the decapitation of his head." 1 

In order lo show that the statement would definitely be 
implemented, he quickly ordered his disciplinary commander and 
doorman Xiyad ibn 'Urwa to have a number of Ins troops patrol 
around town, recruiting people to be dispatched to the war front and 
to kill those who hesitated or refused. 

In this way, all the troops who had abandoned Mtihlab ibn Maqra 
- the commander of the troops against Aztiraqa— returned lo the 
battle front and not even one person lagged behind." 

"Abdul Malik was able to suppress all the opponents of the central 
government by implementing the policy of threat .md allurement 
throughout the society and then set out for Hajj pilgrimage with a 
peaceful mind in 7S Ah/694 alA'Vqubi wrote: 

u y.j 1 jiojji * Adi! is 1 Lr.. ■ ^ L _* 

. 7 5 -c— Li- U- l b' r 1 'A* y 1 

When things were settled in favor of "Abdul Malik and the 
cities were controlled and calm and there was no place m need 
of control or being taken care of he left for Hdjj pilgrimage in 
the year 75 Alt" 


3. al-Fniub, vol, 7 tk. s, p ro 
2- nf -fit! fsp, vol, 7 & 8, p 11 
.1. Tcirikh ctl-Yti\pibF. vol p. 27j 
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Ihii kind of reform, which was based on subjugating the people 
and creating peace under the glittering of swords, was the kind of 
reform whose price in Imam. 'All's view was the corruption of the 
reformer and he was not willing to approve such ‘reform a ho if of the 
society. He could not yield to a policy that would solve the problems 
of Ure state to the cost of ruining human values. 

What is the need for messengers* divine leaders and a person like 
Air in a society which resorts to this type of solution for the 
problem? What need do they have rot Divine leaders and what need 
is there for An (a.s.)? In such politics, the government of [mam *Ali 
(j-.sJ is meaningless. Anyone who possesses power and impudence in 
action, puts aside compassion, discards human wisdom, abandons 
moral virtues and appeals to whatever enforces his dominance, can 
rule. 

However, in Imam 'Albs {a.s.) government it is values that ate 
fundamental. He is not willing by any means to sacrifice human and 
Islamic values, A government in which values are sacrificed and 
human values and criteria arc beheaded in Lire .slaughterhouse of 
statesmanship is a Satanic and Um r iyyad government. These kinds of 
governments will not be an I mam All's (a.s.) government, even 
though it might carry behind it the name of All (a.s.) and Islam, 

If must also be added that in today’s world the policy of sword, 
force and violence is no longer el indent. Military equip merit ss 
gradually losing its efficacy and statesmen are basing their systems of 
governments on new foundations. Human values are now being 
wiped away in a different way in such modern policies. The policy of 
eradicating social justice through economic reforms and crushing the 
feeble is an example. 

5. Peripheral Factors 

What we enumerated so far arc the major factors of the people’s 
lassitude and weariness and Imam 'Alt’s (a.s.) loneliness in the last 
days of his government. Other factors can also be mentioned for the 
people’s withdrawal from him. Although they were not as effective as 
t’ic aforementioned factors, they had a conspicuous role in 
humiliating die people. Such factors which we have called ‘peripheral 
factors’ are listed below: 
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A, War against the People <jF the Qjbla 

In the first days of the establishment, of his government, Imam 
'Mi (.1.5.) unfortunately plunged into war, civil war and war against 
the people of the Qjbla, The previous wars were entirely against the 
disbelievers, The wars against the disbelievers were unambiguous and 
free of any misconception. Hut the wars during Imam 'All’s (a.s,) 
government which were fought to suppress seditions, reform the 
society and bring it back to the conduct (sTra) and tradition {sunna) 
of the Prophet (s.a.w.) were wars against the people of the Qibla, 
against those who were called Muslims and in cases had good 
reputations with high ranking socio-political profiles. 

That was how the Prophet (s.a.w.) -who had seen these events in 
the mirror of time and had predicted how they would happen- 
mrarded these battles as wars based on the interpretation {la’wtf) of 
the Qur’an and confirmed then difficulties. 

War against the people of the Qibla w n creating lots of 
trepidation in faith for the narrow-minded. They could not correctly 
make up their minds, so they refused to stay with him (a.s.), This way 
the cunning statesmen who had problems with Imam (a.s.) justified 
their refusal and raised doubts among the common people. Thus 
from the very beginning the so-called influential personalities such as 
5 a c d ibo Abi Waqqas, Usama ibu Zaid and 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar 
refused to support 'Alt (a.s.), When he (a-s.) asked them about the 
reason for their refusal, Safd ibn Abi Waqqiis said: 


i_=—■ ■<—yd"' 1 1*1* j izjj* 1 ^iA' 1 J>\. 


. ofU. cUL : 'i 


V s H 


ll I hate to go out to this battle lesL I kill a believer, So, if you 
give me a sword that distinguishes a believer from a disbeliever, 
I will tight along with you!”" 


Usama said: 

. jjji Lil y j^>l. 'mL ii ^ j' ijL-i - 1 /U 1 


I See The limytk-'l'ahd of Amir ai-Mv wifiiM'. vol. 5, p 7r* 
3;. Sea 1/9, h. 44 
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"You arc the dearest of people to me, bull I Live made a pledge 
tc? Cod not to fight against the people of 7rf ildba Uh Allah x 
(those who say, 7 'here u no god hat Allah ). 111 
Ar l d ' Abd u I lah i bn ' U m a r saidi 


. ti/\ K U jLJ. 'Vi jjU . Li 


'iJUl 


I UL 


I do jwt know anything abour (the nature of) this battle and J 
ask you not lo make me do that which I do not know.” 2 


Mental readiness of people in accepting such an unjustified doubt 
concerning the prohibition of fighting against the people of the 
QEbla on otic hand, and the raising of doubts by those who opposed 
the reform plans of Imam (a.s.), particularly by the propaganda 
network of MVawiya on the other hand, had made the recruiting 
and mobilization of the military forces extremely difficult. 
I herefore, Imam was often forced to explain to the people the 
grounds, causes and motives of his stance In the beginning of the 
emergence of disturbances and when he was forced LG fight against 
the perpetrators, Imam said: 


■* . ■* -■ ^ ^ t r , 

J“* I i J 1 I 7 ^ t dJu I Jj> I ^ b JU", 

U Jlp 1 dyj -.y h l jA l pJLflJij, _ A . 7j1 j, ..y 1 1 

yt\ Jf 'ej oU L IjC—-Ij' < j>- _,J J yJ 77 


"The door of war has been opened between you and die people 
of die Qibhi [other Muslims]. This banner will be borne only 
by him who is a man of insight, endurance and knowledge of 
the position of truth. Therefore, go ahead with what you are 
ordered and desist from what you are forbidden. 

Do not make haste in any matter until you have clear 
knowledge of it. for in every matter you dislike, we have 
another solution tor it.” J 


Although Imam spared no effort in explaining lo people the 
reasons for Ids stances and the causes of events, it was difficult for 


I. Ibid. 

2 Ibid. 

3. Nahj til-Riilii&htth, Sermon 173. 
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many 10 accept that 'Ah (a.s.) was always right, that he had a resolute 
position, and t h at Ta I h a, Z u b air an d ' A yi s h a we re a 1 way s w ro n g a n d 
on the hike path. 

B. Soldiers being tired of War without Spoils 

The people of that lime, even though they were Muslims and 
ready to .set out for bailie, by the order of their Divine leaders, but 
they were not on such a high level of culture and predisposition chat 
they could be solely God-seeking and practice sincerity and devotion, 
Collecting spoils in wars was a strong motivation, especia ly (or those 
who for years had been accustomed to this practice. Now they had to 
remain m the battlefield for days and months, without being able to 
eliju y what Lhey scized [as. spoils of warJ. 

During the reign of former rulers, they were accustomed to 
gaining spoils in wars and using them, Now, Imam (a,s.) from the 
very beginning of the battle wanted them to keep their hand oil 
people’s property and to know that they had no right to keep what 
they seized at the height of the battle. Participating in a battle 
wi thout gaining any spoils was very difficult for the people. 

Most of those who accompanied Imam ' All (a.s,) did not have 
rhat deep faith and strong insight to think only of God and ‘to wield 
their sword for His sake’ and to have no desire except for God's 
pleasure in their battle against the wicked. In the war, the majority 
were only thinking of their own interests rather than righteousness, 
f'nit-h or putting an end to the disturbances. Historical facts sLate that 
among the most frequent and numerous complaints that were 
brought up in the battles of Nahrawan and Jamal were concerning 
the booties of wars. People were asking why the enemies women were 
nol taken as captives and ilieii properties were not divided among 
the soldiers. Ebn Abi al-Hadid has quoted this historical event based 
on the consensus of the reporters: 

j ■, yu.- v L>A - 1 .>—t- -L--j La ^ .j_j Lj-b Hj jJ lp Saj 

^ B j. i . - 

L-2, I L_.- 1 ■ ;.J I ■ J .J 1 J iViA-wd f' 'a->j : jJ-A? 


1. See The litiqfdopfdm of Amir a t-Mn "m i nr n r vol \ p, I 
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u j 'j,‘ Jji . "i cj L±* .V : JUj l lij j |n _^uL> U 3 i _i ! I 

I« i.s a consensus among the narrators- their what 'Ali (a_s.) 
found in [the Battle of] Jamal, including weapons, riding 
animals, slaves and other things, tic divided them among his 
companions. They said to him: "'Divide die people of Basra 
between us as slaves.” He (a s.) said: '"No.” Then they said: 
“How can the shedding oi their blood be lawful lo u.s, hut 
taking them as captives cannot?!" 1 

When the physical and mental fatigue of the troops who had 
iought for two years without receiving any spoils and financial 
benefits is accompanied wiLh the misconception of the illegitimacy 
of the war against people ot the Qibia, along with other factors of the 
Imam s (a,s.) loneliness, Lhe result would obviously be nothing but 
disobedience. Thus, Imam fa.s,) faced serious problems in 
controlling and mobilizing his troops Lowards the end of Ids 
government* 


Cl Losing Eminent Companions 

He who manages a society and leads the people is m dire need of 
competent siaO and loyal companions' among his administrators in 
order to enable him to overcome problems and resolve complicated 
social intricacies. The presence of self sacrificing talented and 
dedicated wise men that support the leader by making sacrifices in 
challenging situations is greatly effective in the managing of the 
society. The role of such people in removing ambiguities, delivering 
messages, explaining situations and motivating the forces, those who 
could indirectly actualize the strategies of the leader in society is 
extremely significant- Amid the battle of Siff'ln, tin- impact of the 
sermons and valorous speeches delivered by such companions [ike 
Malik aJ-Aslnar, Hashim ibn Mirqal and others is evident and attests 
to this. 


I • Sec The Eficydopedin Amu al-Mis '-mimin, vo], v p. [47. 
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it is unfortunate that Imam c Ali (a.s') did not enjoy the company 
of such persons toward the end of Ills government. The most 
outstanding of his (a,s.) companions who were eloquent explainers 
and advocates of Ilis path were no longer present, The absence of 
Malik al-Ashm, 1 Am mar, Ha shun ibn Mirqah Muhammad ibn Abi 
Bakf, 'Abdullah ibn Badil, Zaid ibn Suhan and others who were 
among the companions of Imam 'Ali (sJ.£,) was sadly felt. No longer 
was it possible to hear those passionate, encouraging and stimulating 
sermons among Lhe troops. On the other hand, there were many evil- 
minded, misleading and ill-hearted individuals who raised 
difficulties and spread apathy. 

It is due to such an atmosphere of chaos, edition and 
insubordination that Imam ftf.s.) remembers with sorrow those’ 
vigilant, insightful worshippers sn the night and fighting lions in the 
day*, who were pioneers in the fields of action and warriors on the 
battlefields, saying: 

Where are those who were invited to Islam and accepted it 
wholeheartedly? Those who read Lhe Quran, acted according 
to it ,md established u in their hearts. Those who were 
exhorted to fight and leapt towards it as a shc-camd leaping 
towards its young, drew their swords out of their sheaths and 
went our and took control of lands in groups and ranks. Some 
of them passed away and some survived. The good news of 
their survival did not please them nor did they condole the 
dead (living in this world would not make them happy as 
departing this transient life could not sadden them). Their eyes 
turned white from weeping, then bellies were emaciated 
because of fasting, their lips were dry because of constant 
praying, their color was pale because of staying awake and their 
faces bore the dust of God-fearing humility. They were my 
comrades who have departed. Fhercfore, u behooves that we 
long for them (and desire their presence) and bite our 
hands(nut ct sorrow) from being separated from them. 

In the end of his painful words, altered in the last days of his life, 
he said: 


l \ T fth? al-Biiiagka b , .Scrmuii ir:I 
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Where are my brothers who took the ime path and departed 
trom the wot Id with righteousness? Where is ‘ Aiiimar? Where 
is Ibn aH ayyhan? 1 * Where is Dhul-Shahadatayn? 3 Where are 
those who were like them from among their comrades and had 
pledged themselves Lo death and whose severed heads were 
gifted to the corrupt [enemies]? 3 

It miisL be further added that some of the companions and 
soldiers of Imam Ali fa.s,) became members of the Khawarij who 
stood up again sl him after the battle of Siffin, Some of them were 
killed in die Battle of Nahrawan and others retreated from society. 
Imam Ah was therefore led totally alone with no combatant 

companions, eloquent speakers and intelligent intellectuals and brave 
indefatigable heroes of the battlefields. 

I he Peak ui the Power of Leadership during Loneliness 

Now, and at the end of this brief analysis, we find it necessary lo 
draw Lhe attention of the esteemed readers to a significant point 
regarding the policies of Imam Ah (a.s,) and his leadership 
approach, winch I have not seen to be noticed and raised by any one. 

I his point is the authority, power of management and extraordinary 
capability and steadfastness of Imam (a.s.) in leadership, in such a 
time and conditions, and despite all those circumstance's as have all 
been explained. 

Historical documents show that £ Ali (a.s,) has displayed the most 
sublime, the most powerful and the most significant characteristics 
ol leadership during the days of his loneliness. Therefore, when we 
say Ali (a.s.) was alone, it must not be presumed that, due to so 
much disobedience and difficulties that he faced and which can be 
realized through his lamentation and complaints, he went into 


I Malik ibn T.ayyban al-Ansari was tme of the companions. iWwe.j} in the Battle of 
Badr jnd was many red in the battle-of Siffin 

-- Khuzayma ibn Thabii d-Ansarl, who w.l.s present in the Battle nfBadr and other 
battles :md was martyred hi .Siffin. 1'hc Holy Prophet (i, ilw ) considered his 
testimony as equal ici thiSC of two peiiuits, 

See: The Encyclopedia a/Jlmir al-Mstiminin, vo l. 7, p. J5[. [Nahj al-Bnhighdh. 
Sermon jhj). 
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retreat or left the society. Nor could it be said that during the final 
months of his government he lost the power of leadership and 
management of the society, and until Is is martyrdom he contented 
himself only with grieving and complaining abom the peoples 
disobedience and lack of support and the weakness oi the elite. 
Never' 

Historical texts and abundant statements reporting about the code 
of conduct of Imam ' All (a,s.) show that, the most hard-working and 
diligent period of his (a.s.) government, was during the time of his 
loneliness. Never did despair overwhelm the matchless hero of the 
battlefields and the most sagacious figure of resistance in the 
onslaught of hardships and difficulties. All alone he made reforms, 
delivered great sermons, created enthusiasm and continued with the 
path he had delineated at the very outset of Ins government to the 
end of his life and never kept quiet or remained idle for even a 
moment. 

In a society where a great part of the elite and influential people 
did not support Ali (a.s.); and the masses who followed them, in an 
atmosphere of misconception and ambiguity about lighting against 
the people of the Qibla and renowned and eminent personalities, 
turned to disobedience and lassitude, the soldiers were exhausted 
from fighting three severe battles without gaining any spoils, and at 
the time when Imam bad lost the best of his companions, and when 
the frequent ambushes by the ignorant, wicked and inhumane troops 
of Mu'awiyn and their plundering had wearied the people, Imam 
nevertheless, stood firm, He bravdv and persistently pursued the 
mobilisation of people against Mu'awaya’s iniquities and 
criminal]ties. In such surroundings, fraught with disappointment, 
lassitude, and horror, he controlled the people-without resorting to 
violence— and brought them again to the battle Trout of war against 
Mu' awiya. How much power in leadership* how much strength in 
management and charisma in leadership, 'All (a.s.) must have had to 
be able to stand up m such an environment and to mobilize the 
troops to such an extent...? 

The hist fervent and heroic sermon of Imam 'Ali (a.s.) delivered 
before re-dispatching the troops to biffin attests to the above claim. 
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iN^wi Bukah described the outer appearance of Imam aL the time of 
delivering his exciting sermon along with Lhe way he arrayed the 
troops; 

The Commander of the Faithful (a.s,) delivered this sermon to 
u.h in Kufa while standing on a rock seL up by Ja'da son of 
Huhayra al-MakhzumL He was wearing a woolen garment, lits 
sword-bdt was made ot pain] tree filaments and so were the 
slippers he was wearing. The trace of prostration on his 
forehead was like the callus on the camel's knees. 

iNawf goes on to say that in the end of his speech. Imam (a.s.) 
shouted with a loud voice: 


-U ! 1 


wH v' 1 ' ^ -d ,_r^ ■ 'd- 1 * ^js J J'. J . .. wl iLp oL^Li 



Jihad, Jihad (struggle, struggle), O servants of Allah 1 By Allah, l 
am preparing the army today. He who desires to proceed 
towards Allah, let him go forth. 


Then, concerning the organization and arraying of the troops he 
reports: 

The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) then allocated Husain 
( a - s J over fa force of) ten thousand; Qays ibn 5 a" d over ten 
thousand; Abu Ayyub al-Anpin. over ten thousand and others 
with different numbers. I le was ready to return lo S if fin, but it 
was before the Friday when Ibn Mu 1 jam carried out his fatal 
strike. As a result, the armies came back and we were left like 
sheep dial had lost their shepherd, while wolves were snatching 
them away from all sides, 1 

According to what- was said, the painful utterances of Imam ‘All 
{a,s.) and his frequent complaints about his companions were not 
due to bis weakness, failure in leadership and managing people, 
rather ms read of using the language o] violence and sword for 
gaming authority over people,, he used this language to motivate 
them. 


1. !VahJ fiEBnidgbcib, Seim on ns:. Alsu of. fhe E^ckpidia uf Amir xl-Mn'mimn 
vo1,7, p. 167, 
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As explained above, the mobilization of a great numbers of troops 
in less than a week (the same week before his martyrdom) indicates 
his superb capability in mobilizing masses on one hand, and the 
success of his (a.s.) policies on the other. 

What was presented here was a glimpse at the background, reasons 
and causes of the people's lassitude in such a period oi time, as well 
as a delineation of Imam 'Ah's fa.s.) way of conduct in administering 
a state. 

In conclusion, we beseech Almighty Allah to grant us success to 
derive benefit from 'All's (a.s.j radiating Divine knowledge and the 
everlasting doctrines of the Anlul Bayt (a.s,), 
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Chapter One 

Allegiance of high! 

I fl 

The Date ol Allegiance to the Imam 

l list on am and hagiographers have differed in determining the 
accurate date of the people’s pledge of allegiance to Imam 'All (a..s.). 
Seme hold that on the same day which ‘Uthman was killed people 
swore allegiance to the Imam (a.s.f 1 Others believe that the allegiance 
lq the Imam took place several days after the murder of 'Uthman. 
this interval, varying from one to five days, is a matter of 
disagreement among the historians.' 1 3 4 

it is reported in some historical sources that rhe allegiance to ' All 
(a,$.) was sworn on Friday 25 lh o| Dhil Hijja, which people is 
supposed to be the same day that 'Uthman was killed/ 

Final!y, according to what" Ibn Abi aE-Hadtd queued his teacher 
Abu Kfar Iskafi 5 and based on what is reported in Tankh Dimdsbq 


I ai-Istitifr, vo], 3/ p. 217, li. 1875, Mffruj A-Dhabak vol, 2, p. 356, Tankh ATabari, 
val. 4, p 436, rtl-KiUrJt jt al-Tiinkh, Vol, 2, p. 305. 

11 is narrated in the above volumes than ,b People presumed that allegiance to the 
Imam look place the d<iy Uthman was lr jJS cd a 1-A4uifudrak 'Ala afSuhtbiiyn, 
vo[. 7, p. 125, h. 45 £ i4. li is reported in this volume that, "it is said that the 
allegiance lo Imam took place after ‘Uthman was killed' 1 . 

2. Il is reported in seme sources that the allegiance took place one day after the 

killing of 'Uthman, Cf, Ansdb d-Aihmf, vol 1, p/7. Othcj sources state hat the 
allegiance was sworn three days later, Cf A-Mststadrak 'An vol. % 

p- J2-3-1 h, 4594, alAkhblr ed-Jmdh p J40. Some sources rcpotl that the allegiance took 
place [bur of five days later. UfL. A-Mnsladrak 'Ain al-$AAhayti, vol 3. p.121, b, 1594, 

3. T&rlkh at Tabari, vol. 4 ; p. 435. af-Kawilft al-Tankk vol. 2 , p, 31.1 j 

4. Ti\-;kb A Tnharf t vol. a, p. 424. 

3, Shsirh Nahj ul-Bal&ghak, vol 7 p. j6. 
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juJ Vadbktrttf at-Khawti$f, people swore allegiance to die Imam on 
Friday Dhil Hljja 18 , 35 AH/June 12, 656 CK. 

In my opinion, this last view is closer to reality; for besides being 
asserted by the foregoing sources* it is compatible with the view 
oi those who identify the dale of allegiance to the Imam with the 
date ol the murder of 'Uthman, since according to the most 
authentic traditions, 'Udirnan was murdered on the I8 lu of Dhil 

Hijja/ 

On (he other hand, considering the political circumstances of the 
Islamic society of that time and the exclusive situation of hnani H Ali 
(a.s,), to claim that there was an interval of time between 'Uthman's 
murder and the appointing of a new leader is far from reality. 


1/2 

People’s Freedom in Electing the Imdm 

1 . Imam f Ali in a letter to the Kalians while leaving Madina for 
Basra: “People swore allegiance to me, not by force or compulsion, 
but willingly and with free choice." J 

2 . Imam 'A.Ji (a.s.): “The Messenger of God departed and I saw myself 
the most worthy among the people for this affair [of leadership] 
Bui people agreed upon Abu Baler for ruling. So I listened and 
obeyed, 

Then came the death of Abu B,ikr and I presumed that it [the 
government] would be handed over to no one bill me, but lie 
appointed 'Umar as ruler. Again f listened and obeyed. L'hcn 
'Umar was injured and I presumed that it would not be given to 
someone other than me, but 'Umar turned it over to six persons 


1. Ttirakh Dim toby, vuLn. p. 417, Tatfhkira ai-Khtwas. p. 5G. 

2. Frida it st-Sahiiba, vot. j. p. 4 H(j : h. 77 H, 

1 FIflbjtil-Bulfi&btth, f.enej I, ttl-Jutrutl, p. 244, ttl-Amdli by al-Tusi, p. 7] ft, h ia. 
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of whom 1 whs one. h was given to Xhhnnm, and I listened and 
obeyed, IJtbman was then killed and tire people came to me and 
swore allegiance to me willingly with no compulsion. 1 2 * 

3 . Imam AM {&.$-.), in a letter to Talba arid Zubaji: “Now, you both 
know, even though you conceal it, that I did not approach people 
tdl they approached me, and l did not ask them to swear 
allegiance to me until they themselves swore allegiance to me. In 
Jact both of you were among those who wanted me and swore 
allegiance to me. indeed, the masses did not swear allegiance lo me 
under any force or for any money given to them A"' 

3 . nlFnisfh-, 'Animat ibn Ya-sir came to 4 Ah ibn Abi Taiib (i*s.) and said; 
U Commander of the FaithTul, now that people have sworn 
allegiance to you obediently and not oul of compulsion, send for 
Usama ibn Zaid, 1 Abdullah ibn Umar, Muhammad ibn fvLishma, 
Hass an ibn Thiibit, and Ka b ibn Malik and invite them to what 
the Muhajirin and A mgr have taken pan in..” £ AIi (a.s.) said: “We 
are not in need of those who are reluctant and unwilling toward 

i)3 *" 

US. 

1/3 

The Imam’s Reluctance to Rulership 

5 , Imam 'All (a.s.) in his .speech after the people’s allegiance ihui'ah): 

[After praising God] Verily, as God in His heavens and over Ills 
Throne knows I was reluctant to assume authority over the 
community of Muhammad fs.a.w.J until you (people) agreed upon 
<his (my ruling) and ] then accepted it.”'' 1 

6 . Tankh nl-Jalhirl -narrating from Abu Bashir al-'Abidi: “I was in 
Madina when ‘Uthinan was killed and the Muhajuin and Art stir 
gathered along with Lalha and Zubair and went to Imam 1 Ali 
(a.s.) 3 saying: O Abu al-IIasan! Let us swear allegiance to you,’* 


1. Ttirikh Dirfta.ibq, eo].4Z, p 41:19. Usd al-Chaba, vol 4 , p. iftfi, ]i. a 739 

2. Nil hi td-Balagbnh, Jcrter 34. Kashfal-Ghum m t i> vol. I, p iw, al-Puiiik, vol z, p. 44 , 5 , 

al-Imdnia ■&.a kl-Sryasa, vol L, p UO. 

3 ftl-Ffflub, vol. lj p. 44 L. 

4. al-Amah by A- L'Cm, p. 72 H, h l s.10, Bihdr nl-Anwtir r vol. 3,-, p 26, h. 9 
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J he Imam said: "I have no need in ruling over you. I am with you 
and I will accept whomever you chose, So choose (you)/' Biu they 
said: “By God we choose nobody other than you/' 

He |Abu Bashir] said: “They used to visit the Imam after 
LTthman was killed and in the Iasi meeting they said: “The 
people s affairs will not be settled except under a rulership and 
this [your acceptance of caliphate] has taken too long." 

He said to them: Verily, you have come to me many times and 
my reply to y r ou is that if you accept what 1 say t will accept ruling 
and if not, I have no need of it/* 

They said: “We will accept whatever you say, if God wills," 

The Imam came and ascended the pulpit where the people 
gathered around him and he said: “I was reluctant tc; rule over 
you, but you refused everything other than me ruling over you. 
Indeed, 1 have nothing to hide from you . but the keys of your 
wealth are with me. Indeed, I have no right to take one dirham 
Irotn it without your consent, Do you agree with this?” They said: “Yes.” 

He said: O God! Bear witness to them/’ He then accepted their 
allegiance,” 

7. TArikh id-Taha T\ y narrated from Muhammad and [hiha: People 
gathered around Alt (a.s.) and said to him: Hf We swear allegiance 
to you. You can see what has befallen Islam and what calamities 
have been inflicted upon us by our kin," 

Imam All (a,s.) Said: “Leave me a ml seek someone else, We are 
facing a matter which has multiple faces and colors, which nenhei 
hearts can endure nor can intellects accept.” 

1 Ew people said: “We implore you by God. Do you not see 
what we see? Do you not sec [the problems rhat] Islam [fates]? Do 
you not see the disturbance? Do you not fear God?” 

He (a.aj then said: “J answered you according to what I view. 
Know that ifl accept your request 1 will act on rhe basis of what I 
know, and if you leave me I shall be one like you, except that I will 
be the most submissive and obedient among you towards the one 
to whom you surrender as your ruler.” “ 

S, Imam r Ali (ajc) -from what he said when people wanted to pay 
allegiance to him after the killing of 'TJthman: “Leave me and seek 
someone else We are fating a matter which has multiple faces and 


J. Tankhdl-Tai>iin\ vol. c, p. 427, a!-Kawi!jf a!-Tankh, vdJ. 2, p_ 302 & xn, akKafi, p. h. 7 
2, 'lankh (li-'fabari. vol a. p. -E34, id-Kitwtilfi til-T&ikb, vol 2. p X>| 
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colors, which neither hearts can endure nor can intellects accept. 
I he horizons (of life) have been covered by clouds arid the right path 
is not discern able,. Know that if [ accept your request I will lead you 
according to what 1 know and 1 will not care about whatever one may 
say or the admonishing of an ad mom slier. Ii you leave me I will be 
like one ol you, and 1 might be the most listening and obedient 
among you to whom you put to rule over your affairs. I am better for 
you as a counselor more than I am as a commander,” 1 

y. Tdnkh al-Tabari —narrated from Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya: H 
was with my father when 'Uthman was killed. He suddenly stood 
up and entered his house and the companions of the Messenger of 
God (s,a.w.) came to him and said: ’This- man has been killed and 
the people must have a leader. Moreover, we know nobody for this 
affair more rightful than you, or with such a past [in Islam| or 
being dosei to the Messenger of God (s.a.w,). 

My father said: Ll Dg not do this, for I am better for you as a 
counselor than I am as a commander.” 

1 he people said: ^No, by God. we will do nothing until we 
swear allegiance to you.” 

fie said: "So let it be in the mosque, as allegiance to me is not to be 
done in secrecy and will not be without the consent of the Muslims.” 2 

1(1. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) -in what he said in response to Talha and Zchair: 
"By Allah, I had no liking for the caliphate nor any interest in 
government, but you yourselves invited me to it and prepared me 
for it. Then, when it [caliphate] came to me, I kept the Book of God 
in my view and I followed everything thal He had pul therein and 1 
acted according to what the Prophet (s.a.w.) had taught.” ' 1 

11 - Imam 'Ali (a.s.) -from what he said when leaving for Dhr Qan 
"You swore allegiance to me. while 1 was not happy [about it], 
God the Glorious knew that 1 did not have any liking fbi ruling 
over the community {ummab) of Muhammad (s.a.w.), and 1 
heard Kirn say: "There is no ruler who will lead something of the 
affairs of my nation without being brought on the Day of 
Resurrection in front of all creation with his hands lied to his 
neck. His book [of deeds] will, be presented, and if he was just tic 
will be saved and if he was a tyrant he will perish.”' 1 


1. Nabj al-Balaghah, Sermon 92, Msndqib All ibn Abt Tsilii?, voJ. 2 , p. ! in. 

2 Tdnkh al-Tahnn, vot. 4, p. 47-7, AnSflb kl-Ashrif, vok i, p. ! I. 

2. j Nahj al Bulfigbah, Sermon 205. 

4. td-jiinsal, p. 2*7, Hibar rfWRwrfr, VO It 32, p. Sharp Nnhj td-BalAgbah, vol. i, p. sop. 






An Analysis of tile Reasons for Imam Ali’s (a.s.) Reluctance 

to Accept Rulership 

The general uprising against 'Uthman by all the masses look place 
because of bis method of ruling. The expansion of the revolt against 
! Urhmart and the people’s attention towards an eminent figure to 
become the caliph had practically taken the caliphate out ot the 
dutches of political trends, Thus, it was the people who were 
deciding on their political leader. In .such a critical situation, almost 
all hearts were directed towards Imam Ali (a, 5 .) without the slightest 
doubt, as he was the most appropriate successor to the Holy Prophet 
(s.a.w.), whose name is mentioned again by all after twenty five years 
of seclusion. 

The general i noli nation of the people was so strong and to the 
extent that nobody could oppose this public movement. Therefore, 
the claimants who had assumed themselves as equal to 'Alt (a.s.) and 
had been beside him in 'Umar's electoral council of six people were 
feeling that it was politically reasonable to precede others in swearing 
allegiance lo Imam (a.s.). 

People from all walks of life crowded the way towards Imam ‘All's 
(a.s.) house to pledge then allegiance. The Imam strongly resisted and 
refused to accept, explicitly asked them to go to someone else, saving; "1 
arn better for you as a counselor than being a commander." 

How surprising] Someone who regarded himself as the immediate 
successor to the Messenger of God (ya,w.) and during his long period 
of seclusion used to speak of Ins oppressed stare on every occasion 
and in any appropriate situation, and prove bis worthiness of 
caliphate and that his rights have been usurped, is now clearly 
pronouncing his unwillingness lo accept tile responsibility of 
caliphate and ruling which was then so strongly and whole-heartedly 
and in a free and diiect election demanded and approved ui by such 
great multitudes of followers. 

Why was this so v ! Did the Imam not like lo accept rulership and 
he was inclined towards the ruling ol another person?! Or was he 
playing a political maneuver by taking such a stance in order to 
attract more popular support?! Or there are other reasons for rh esc 
two approaches in ln\ life. 
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Any .slight familiarity with the viewpoints and behavior of Imam 
'All (a.x^ leaves no doubt that he was far from any political 
nunciivering, and had a true aversion to the very government itself. 

Ah (a.3.) was neither seeking to rule nor intending to dominate over 
people. He considered government as an instrument for the 
establishment of tights, spreading justice and implementing equality. 
Weie the political, social and cultural circumstances, of those days 
prepared lor achieving such goals of a government? Mow, after 
twenty five years of political, social am! intellectuals vicissitudes and 
other spiritual and mental changes, the companions had also 
undergone changes with different ideas and criterion^ and views for 
Me, and so on. 

ihe present generation who are leading the political arena and are 
engaged in the current challenges are neither familiar with the firm 
auctions and standards of religion, nor with the conditions of the 
era of the Prophetic revelation, nor with the Urn (conduct) of the 
Prophet (s.a,w.), or are they truly aware of Imam E Ala (a.s.) and his 
high position in religion and his great virtue. What befell the religion 
in that quarter of a century was because of (false) explanations and 
interpretations of religious texts along with distortions that were 
made m the Divine laws. 


AN of these tilings created an image of religion in the minds and 
sayings of people which made it extremely difficult to act according 
to tht Book of God and the traditions (syfirta) tar from courtesy and 
flattery. Imam Ali (a. a.) knew well that trying to reverse the situation 
would be tantamount to prompting all kinds of disturbance and that 
tht implementing of truthfulness would urge the wrongdoers and 
deceivers to rise up! He therefore persistently refused to submit, in 
order that the rebellions would not have any excuses in future. This 
is why he said in a sermon: 


J j.ji; V tJljJT j o i *j Ad o Up _-^Jlj 

ai s ai .jLiV jtj. , J. lr ioi „_Ll h 1 » ^ 


■— tpU*l ^51j j j| 'jLL&A 

,A J*Jj U-Li y jj s 


■ 1 LI y_ J j! ftLl! U _J V ^ ^ 

Leave inr and seek someone else, for we arc facing .i matter 
which has multiple faces and colors, which neither hearts can 
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endure nor can intellects accept. The horizons have been 
covered by clouds and the right path is not discemablc. Know 
that il 1 accept your request 3 will lead yon according, to what 1 
know, and ! will not care about whatever one may say or any 
admonishing of an admonisher. If you leave me I will be like 
one of you, and I might be the most listening and obedient 
among you to whom you puL to rule over your affairs. 1 am 
better for you as a counselor than being a commander/' 1 

Imam 'All’s fii.s.) words are so precise, illuminating and profound: 
“What we are facing will be of several aspects and layers: The torrents 
that are ahead of us, the storms that will begin, the justice that 1 will 
insist on, the shouts that will follow it, etc M 

The Imam wanted to prepare the ground for sharing with people 
the criteria and standards of interaction and to restate the principal 
hues of the government and clarify the future so that the peoph 
would make conscious decisions and lake wise stances. 

The Imam’s words in tire above sermon and in his other sayings m 
regard to Ins refusal and then accepting the ruler.ship include the 
following matters: 

1, Asserting that he is not enamored or fascinated by 
leadership. If he has talked of himself, complained of 
deviations following the death of the Messenger of God, 
(i,a,w.) or if he has stressed on his right of ‘Imamate’ 
and leadership, it was all for the sake of clarity mg the 
truths and emphasizing the interests (of the Ijmmah), 
Now that he is taking charge and accepting the 
caliphate, it is for implementing rights and laying the 
foundation for a government that he approves and cares 
for, so Lhat no one in future would lay any claims or 
intend to impose any demands on him. 

2. Asserting that certain changes had taken place in 
religious doctrines. After the passing away of the Prophei 
{s.a.w.}, the Divine doctrines underwent vicissitudes. 
Therefore, if he takes over tlie government, he will fight 
again*i the distortions and will make attempts toward 
revealing the genuine aspects of the religion and remove 


I Nfthj alEsihlghab t samon >J2 ; Mnndqih Alt ibn . Ibt Talih, voJ. 2, P Uu. 
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the dusts of distortion, which would inevitably lead to a 
lot of political and social tensions, 

3. A careful study of the Imam’s (a,s.) meticulous 
sociology, and psychology A bearing witness to the fact 
that he was not enamored by the people welcoming bis 
allegiance in that particular political condition, lie 
clearly saw the future of his government and knew that 
the ground was not prepared for his reforms and 
bringing the Islamic nation hack to the stra (conducts) 
and sunrnt pi the Messenger of Cod (s,a,w,). He was also 
Well’.-]ware that the people's uprising against 'Uthman 
was not to return the community back to Islamic values. 
Rather, some opportunists like hVisha, Talha, and 
Zubatr engaged in this uprising with specific political 
and economic motivations. Therefore, their motivation 
for allegiance was not compatible with the Imam's fa.s,) 
government goals and any time they realized that 'All 
(a.s.) would not accompany them and would refuse- to 
grant them unlawful and unfair privileges, they would 
stand up against his reform* and lead the community to 
disunity and confusion, 

4. Pledging allegiance to him is pledging allegiance to 
Imam 'Alt's (a.s.) values. He who joins hands with 'Ali 
(a.s.) and sweats allegiance to him must be ready to be at 
his side in the removing of distortions, spiritual 
reforming of the society, reinforcement of the real laws 
of religion, revival of what people have forgotten, 
clarifying the realities that have gone through changes, 
and so on. 

Thus the Imam (a.s.) gives an ultimatum to the massive 
multitudes who clamorously demanded hrrn to take over the 
caliphate, that by accepting caliphate he intends to spread justice, 
implement the truth and revive the Divine doctrines, and this is the 
(right) way and nothing else. 
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I ho I mam's Motives in Accepting the Rulcrship 

12. Jjnam Ali (a.si): Behold! By Him who split the grain (to grow) 
iind created living beings, ii people had not come to me and the 
argument had not been furnished through the presence of 
supporters, and ii there bad been no pledge taken from the 
learned to the effect that they should not acquiesce m the 
gluttony of the oppressor or the hunger of the oppressed, 1 
would have cast its rope [of caliphate) cm its own shoulders, and 
would have given the drink to the last one with the same cup as 
to the first one [have treated the lasL one the same treatment av 
Lhe lint one i.c. abandon it. And you would have seen that this 
rvo rid of yours for me is no better than the sneezing of a goat. 1 

13. Imam Ali (a,s.) —explaining the reasons lor his acceptance of die 
sulmg: O differing souls and divided hearts whose bodies are 
present but whose intellects arc absent, 1 am leading you towards 
lhe truth, but you iun away from it like sheep running away 
from the roarsng of a [ion. How hard it is for me to establish 
with you the Foundations of justice or to correct the curves 
created in truthfulness, 

O God! You know that what we did was neither to seek power 
nor to acquire anything from the vanities of the world. We 
rather wanted to restore the foundations of Your religion and to 
bring reform in Your land so that the oppressed among Your 
servants may be safe and Your forsaken commands might be 
established A 


1 AH' ai-BaI#gbah t Sermon. J, Ihtl aJ-Sbara V h. I p, is l, Ma am d-Akhbar, vcJ.i, 
p. 352, al-lrshad. voL J, p, 289. 

? Nabj al-Eaht^hah, Sermon ni„ Tvfaj dl 'Uspd, p 239 , ulMiySr ai-Mawa&n 

p.m. 
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14. Imam TUi (a.s,): "G God! You know that I had not been seeking 
authority or the loftiness of dominion and leadership, Rather, 1 
want to uphold Your commands, implement Your Gw, put 
things in their right order, restore rights to its people* move 
according to the path of Your Prophet and guide Lbe misled 
towards the lights o] Your guidance ” ! 

Ire Imam "Ali (a.s.): “Your allegiance to me was not by accident, nor 
is my position and your position the same. 1 seek you for Cod’s 
sake, but you seek me for your own benefits. O People! Assist me 
over your selves [despite your desires]* and by God I will take 
revenge for the oppressed from Lhe oppressor, and I wiIL drag the 
oppressor from his nose until I bring him to the source of truth, 
even if he is reluctant.” ' 

lh. Imam "All (a.s.)'i "People revolted against this man [X'thman], 
and while I was secluded, they killed him. They then chose me to 
rule despite my reluctance* and had it not been for the fear for 
religion, 1 would have not accepted them.”' 1 2 * 

17, Imam 'Alt {a.s.) -in a letter to the Kufans: "God knows that 1 did 
not have any choice but to enter this affair, and if i knew that 
there was someone more deserving than myself I w r ogid notenter 
it.” 4 5 

18, Imam. r A1 i (a.s.): “By God, J did not undertake it [the caliphate] 
lor other than the fear that a billy goat from the Umayyads 
would sdue it and play with the Book of God Almighty.” * 


1. Skttrh Nftkj Rl-Bal&gkitbi v r.i ] . 20, p 29?, k. 4] 4, ui-Dantjiir al-Kaffa, p jk. 

2, Nab; at-Baldghah, Sermon J JG, al-Irihd^ vol. I, p. 24". 

i Tan kb a! 'j. atari, vol. 4, p 49 L, Faih al-Bart, vol. (3, p. 5? 

4. aBJumtil, p. 259. 

5, Amah al-A.ihmf, vol. 2, p. 3^:1, narrating horn H iibib ibr. Abl Tidbit- 
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1/5 

The First P erson to Swear Allegiance 

al-K&mii fi al Idrikfo “When 'Ulhman was killed, the companions 
ol the Messenger of God (iiwj from among ihe Mnhajimi and 
Artiiir including lalha and Zubair goi together and went to " All 
{n.-s,) and said to him: '"People must have a leader,” 'Ah (a.s.) said: tL i 
have no need to rule over you, so whoever you choose I will 
accept,” 1 hey said: “We will not choose anybody other than you." 

1 hey would frequently go to him and in the Iasi of" their visits 
rhev said to him: "We know nobody more deserving of ii [ruling] 
than you; someone who is more pioneering fin Islam] and 
closes! in kinship to the Messenger of God {s.a.w.}.” 

The Imam then said: “Do not ask for this! J am better to you 
as a counselor than as a commander.” 

Ihey said: "By God, we shall do nothing until we swear 
.allegiance to you.” 

1 he Imam said: “So, let it be done in the mosque, as my 
allegiance will not be in secret, and would not be accomplished 
except in the mosque.” 

At this time, the Imam was at his home, and it is also said 
that be was in the garden of Ban! 1 Arm ibn MabdhuL 

He then set out towards the mosque, wearing a robe over a 
long shirt, a fur turban on his head, holding his shoes in his 
hand and leaning on a bow. lr was then that people swore 
allegiance to him. 

The first person who swore allegiance was Talha ibn 
r Ubaydullah. Habib ibn DhiTayb looked at him and'said: “We 
belong to God! I tie firsi lo swear allegiance is a ieeble hand. Tins 
affair will not be settled!” Then Zubair swore allegiance, 

Alt (a,5.) said ro the two: "if you wish you may swear 
allegiance to me, or if you wish, I will swear allegiance to you?” 

They said: “We will swear allegiance to you,” 1 

20, al-jamal —quoting from Xaki ibn Aslam: “Talha and Zubair came 
to 'Ali (a.s.) who had then retreated to the outskirts of Madina. 
They approached him and said: “Hold out your hand so that we 


I at Kamil ft nl-Tankh, vol 2, p 302, Ydrikh al-Tabari, woL 4, p. I2S, Nihaya al-Amb , 
veil. 1U 2 p. Ml, 
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swear allegiance to you, for the people do not accept anyone 
other than you.” The Imam said to them: h 'l have no need for 
this, I am betLer to you as a counselor than as being your 
commander. So, whoever of you holds out his hand 1 will swear 
allegiance to him. 11 

I he two oi them replied: "People prefer nobody other than 
you nor will they turn away front you.; hold out your hand so 
that we can be the first of people to pledge allegiance to you." 

I he Imam said: “My allegiance would not be in secret, Give 
me some lime to go forth Lo the mosque. 11 

They said: "Rather, we will swear allegiance to you right here 
and then we will swear allegiance Lo you again in the mosque.” 
They were the first of people to swear allegiance to him, and then 
the rest of Lite people swore allegiance lo him on die pulpit I he 
lir.st of them was Talha ibn 4 Ubaydullah who had a feeble Imml. 
He went up Lhe pulpit and shook hands with 'All (a.s.J. 

A man from Ban! Asad who used to spell bad omen was 
standing there watching them. When he noticed that the first 
person to swear allegiance to the Commander of the faithful 
(a.s.) was Talha whose hand was limping* he said: '"indettl wr 
belong to Goii and to Him do we indeed return! The first hand 
swearing allegiance was a limping hand. It is likely that this affair 
will not be fulfilled." 

Falha and Zubair then came down from the pulpit, jmd after 
them the rest of the people swore allegiance to him, 1 2 

21 . al-Imcima wa abSiydsa —mentioning the pledge ol allegiance to 
Imam 'Ali (a,s.): "The first one to go up Lhe pulpit was Talha 
who swore allegiance to him by shaking his hand while his 
fingers were limping, 'Ali (a,s.) took it as bad omen and said: 
"How befitting would it be for this allegiance to be broken!*' 

I hen Zubair, 5Td and. all of the companions of the Prophet 
(s.a.w.) swore allegiance,' 

22, al-'lifd al-Fand: When 'Uthman ibn 'Affan was killed, people 
rushed towards 'Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) and gathered around 1 1 irn 
in crowds to swear allegiance. He (a.s.) said: "This is not in your 
hand, Rather, it is the righr of the people of Badr lo swear 
allegiance.” Then he asked: "Where are Talha, Zubair and Sa'dr 1 " 
They then came and pledged allegiance, ami then the Muh&jirln 


1 . ttl-Imama wa al-Siyasu, vol, 1, p. 6&. 

2. nd-Jamdlt p. L30- 
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and A mar swore allegiance, and after them Lite rest of the people. 
This took place on Friday, Dhii Ilijja 13, 35 AH/June 12, 656 
CF. 

1 he first person who swore allegiance was Talha, Ills fingers 
were limping. 'All (a.s.) took it as a bad omen and said; "How 
befitting is it for it Lo be broken! 1 2 "’ 

A-Mtindqib —quoting from Sa'ld ibn al-Musayyib: 'Alt fa.s.) left 
and weru back home. People rushed towards him and the 
companions of the Messenger of God {s.a-wj were saying: "'Ali is 
the Commander of the Faithful”, until they entered his houst¬ 
and said: "AVe swear allegiance lo you, so extend your hand 
because there is no other choice but to hare a commander/’ 

At this moment 'All (;ls.) said; “Thus is not up lo you. It is 
the right of the people of Badr. Whomever the people of Badr 
agree upon will be appointed as the caliph/ 1 All of the people of 
Badi came to Ah (a.s.) and said: “We do not know anyone more 
rightful for it than you. Hold out your hand to us to swear 
allegiance to you. 

Then ( Ali (a.s.) said; “Where are Talha and Zubair?” The first 
one who swore allegiance was Talha who did so by shaking his 
hand, and his [TalhaA] lingers were limping then ( Ali fa.s.) took 
it as a bad omen, saying: "How befitting n u for it [cahphaie| to 
be broken! 11 After that, Zubair, Sa'd and other companions of 
the Prophet (s.a.w.) swore their allegiance to him. 3 


]. tli- 'IqA rii-Fd 7-id, vol. p, 311 

2. A-Manaqib, vol. ay, p. n, titrf at-Gkaba, vol 4, p. 107, li .V7g&, Knubfai-Gbum/na, 

voL J, p, 73, 








Attributing the Expectation of : Bad Omen’ to Imam 'Ali 

As previously mentioned, Talha was the first to give his pledge of 
allegiance Lc £ AJi (a.s.), Talha’s hand was limping and it was thus 
taken as a bad omen (id^yyur/iafi^f) that the allegiance would not 
last long. There are different views as Lo the person who uttered the 
bad omen. Some have attributed it to a person called Habib ibn 
Dhu'avb. while others say it was a man from haul Asad who made 
the comment of bad omen, saying: 

. ja \ 11 jr^±'l ■ -o b'-h iy oj■ 

"The first person who initiated the allegiance was a limping 
hand. [So] This affair will not be settled. 

Some other traditions have attributed this statement of ‘evil 
augury 1 to Imam \Ali (a.s.) and reported that at the time of allegiance 
he (a,s.) had said: 

, ■ j'i U 

tl How befitting it is for it [the allegiance] to be broken!’’ 

However, it appears that such an attribution is not correct and 
this can be proven by the intellect and traditions. 

There is no doubt that on such an occasion with all the multitude 
of people who t ame Lo pledge allegiance, no intellect would allow to 
expect bad omen (talk about failure]; no wise person would then do 
so, ] low would ' Alt fa.shs <»u unrivaled person in his wisdom 
proclaim the breaking of allegiance from one ol the most eminent 
political figures in front of the public and on the Urst day of 
allegiance, especially by resorting to augury and considering it as a 
bad omen?I 

On one hand, such utterances would add fuel to the rumors that 
can lead to the weakening of the foundations of the government, and 
on the other hand, it would encourage the breaking of allegiance. 
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Moreover, there are many traditions that discourage the expert#lion 
of had omen, and people have been prohibited from it. It is clearly stated 
that the Ahlul Bavt (a.s.) never sec anything as a bad omen, and ... 1 

Therefore, it is extremely unlikely that the Imam might hare 
uttered such inappropriate words or acted in such a way. 


t. See Brhrtr sMftwrf?, vol SB h c. ill, Kdnj, ai-'Uwmdl, vol iu p mi 
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1/6 

People’s Welcoming the Allegiance 

^ Imiim 'AJi (a,s.) —describing the pledge of allegiance lo him: “You 
advanced towards me shouting ‘allegiance, allegiance' the way 
s hi e-camels who have delivered their newly born young ones 
leapmg towards their young. T held back my hand, but you 
pulled it towards you. I refused to give my hand, but you 
d ragged it." 1 

25r Imlm Ali fa.s,) —describing ihe people at the rime of his 
allegiance; At that moment nothing took me by surprise buL the 
people rushing to me like ihe mane of the hyena, advancing to 
me from every corner so much that Hasan arid Husain were 
getting crushed and both the ends of my garment were torn. 
They gathered aro und me like a herd of sheep.” 2 3 

26. Imam "ALi (a.s.) -on mentioning the pledge of allegiance: “They 
leapt upon me as the camels leap upon each other on tlietr 
arrival for drinking water, having been let loose and their legs 
unfastened by the shepherd to the extent that I thought they 
would either kill me or some will kill others m front of me,”'*' 


1. N&hj al-Balagb&k, Sermon Li7, Bihar aMit war, voj 32, p. th, h. fit. 

2. Nabj ulEahighah, Semiun 3, Ma'ani al-Akhbdr, vol. I, p. 3&i, 'll a! N-SNirii V r , 
voLi 2 , p. I 5 |, xi-Inbdd, vol. i t p. 2 «y. 

3. Nnfy al-Batxghahi Sermon M. 
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Chapter One: Allegiance of Light 

27, Imam *Ali (a.s,) -on Talha and Zubair breaking their allegiance: 

You came lo me and (old me to accept your pledge ol allegiance 
and I refused. You said: ' L Yes [you will].- r said no, and pulled 
back rn.y hand, but you pulled it towards you. I drew back my 
band, but you dragged it, You leapt upon me ,13 the camels leap 
upon each other on their arrival for drinking water to the extent 
that i thought you would either kill me or some will kill others. 
Then [ extended out my hand and you .swore allegiance to me 
willingly, Ihe iirst among you was Talha and Zubair who swore 
rhnr allegiance to me willingly, but without any compulsion .” 1 

28. Imam r Ali (a.s.) -on his pledge of allegiance: "You opened my hand, 
but J closed it and you stretched it, but [ pulled it to myself. Then 
you crowded over me as thirsty camels crowd on the watering pond 
when taken there, to the extent that shoes were torn, robes fell off 
and the weak got trampled The happiness of people on their 
allegiance to me was so much that small children felt joyful, the old 
s _ L,1 SS Li rt'd I or it, the si ck reached towards it and the young girls ran 
for 11 wit ho u 11 hej r vei 1 s.'" : 

29 ' Wa <fa! Sign# -quoting from Khafaf ibn 'Abdullah. “People 
gathered around 'Ah (a.s,J t like moths, to swear allegiance, to the 
extent that shoes got lost, robes fell off and the old men got 
trampled, 11 ' 


1/7 


Allegiance of the General Public 


3If Sharh AT hj al-Baltigbah -narrar 1 ng f 1 am \bn 'Abbas: lL \v'J 1 c n 'Ali 
(a.sj entered the mosque and the people came forward to swear 
allegiance to him, I feared that some of'Alt’s enemies whose 
father, brother or relatives had been killed by him during the life 
time oi the Prophet (s,;-uw.) might say something that would 
cause Ali lo turn his face away from [tiling and abandon il. J 
was constantly observing the situation while being apprehensive 


I. td-hshad. vol. I, p. 244, voE. j, p m, h. 68, rf-Jamal, p. : 67 , d-%i al- 

Farfd, vol. 3, p. J2J, 

- fvtthj ai-ttaldghah, Sermon 22$, Bihar al-Au^nr, vol. 13, p. 5 \ t h. 3?. 

J. Waqa W p. <35, Shark Nahj ai-Balaihsh, vol \ p.il , allm-Amu ma ai-Siydsa 

vol. i,p. t05. 
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about it, but nobody said anything until all people swore 
allegiance to him, willingly* without any compulsion." 1 

31. al-Futuh: The Ansar told Lhe people: "You all know Lhe excellence 
cc "All ibn Abu Tatib, his precedence, kinship and his status 
with die Prophet (s.a.w.), bis knowledge about what is 
permissible and prohibited, and your need foi him from among 
the companions. He has never slopped giving advice to you, If 
we were lo know someone better than him and more appropriate 
for this affair, we would lead you to that person.” 

lhe people unanimously said: “We accept him willingly, 
withouL any compulsion ” 

1 Alt (a,j>.) then told them: “Tell me Lhat when you say; ‘We 
swear allegiance to him willingly, without any compulsion 1 , is ii 
a right incumbent upon you by God or is it your own opinion.” 

They replied: “h is incumbent enjoined upon us by God the 
Glorious,”" 

32. a ("Jamal -quoting from 'Abd al-Hamid ibn r Abd a 1-Rah man 
from Ibn Abzt: "Shall I tell you what I saw by my own eyes and 
heard by my own ears? When people gathered near the Public 
Ircasury, 'Alt (&.&.} said Lo Talha: "Extend your hand so that 1 
can ssvear allegiance to you.” Then Talha said; “You are more 
deserving tor this affair [of ruling) than I am, since the people 
are gathered more in your favor than in mine.” 

Ah (a.s.) said: “Wc do not fear anyone other than you.” 

Talh a said: "Have no fear, ior by God no harm will come lo 
you from me.” 

Alter that, 'Amnijr ibn Yasir, Abu al-Hyytbam ibn al- 
Tayyahan, Rtfa'ali ibn Raff, and Abu Ayyub Khalid ibn Zaid 
stood up and addressed 1 Ali (a.s,). saying: “This affair [the 
government] has become corrupt and you yourself saw 
‘Uthmanh actions which were contrary to the Book and the 
Traditions (iujwa). Extend your hand, that we may pledge 
allegiance to you and you will correct from the affairs of the 
nation whatever has been corrupted,” 


j. Shark Nahj al-Baltfghah, vq! 4, p. 10. There js Ijesilance in list acceptance of this 
narration, as, 'Abdallah ibn 'Abbas was ' UtbmlnY a gen l m H^iij and when he 
reached Medina, die allegiance to ' All bad been, accomplished Sec Tarikh al- 
Tabari, vot. 4, fi. 439. The narrator may have been 'Abdul tab or Quthani -lire 
sons of'Abbas. 

2. rfi-Futiih' vol- 2, p, 435. 
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' AI i (a.s.) turned it down and said: "You saw how I. was created 
and you know the opinion oi the group. I have no need fur 
them-” 

1 hey then went to Lite An$ar and said: tl O Croup of Amur'- 
You are the supporters oi God and His Messenger. Cod 
Almighty lias graced you because of His Messenger and you 
know the excellence of r Ali (a.s.J, his precedence in Islam, his 
kinship and status that he had with the Prophet (s,a,w.) and if he 
was to rule be will bring goodness to you, 

Then the group [of Amar\ said: “We are die must content 
people with him and wc want nobody orhui than him " 

After that they gathered around him and stayed with him 
until they all swore allegiance lo him" 1 

33* Imam ’Ali (a.v) -in a letter lo Mu^wiya: "Verily, those who swore 
a [leg jailer to Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and 'Uthman have sworn 
allegiance to me on the same basis they swore allegiance to them, 
Therefore, those who were present had no choice lo consider., 
and he who was absent had no right to reject (what was decided 
by the council), Indeed the council is confined to ihe Mxhdjmv 
and the Aitf&r, If they agree on one person and call him the 
leader it would be deemed to mean Allah's content, If 

anyone keeps out byway of objection nr innovation, lie must be 
brought back lo the position from where he left, and jf he 
refuses they must fight him for following a path other than that 
of the believers, and God will put him with those he deserves, 11 ? 

34. Imam Ali (a.s.) -in response to Muawiya’s letter: "You should not 
consider yourself different front Talha and Zubaii; and the people 
of Sh am fro m the people of Basra, by my life, all are equal in 
accepting this affair [of government], because it was an inclusive 
allegiance in which the due were not excluded and in it there is no 
place for any revision in it/'' 


I djamal, p. J 2 fl, cl!. al-R&fi Vr. vol. J 2 , p H, al-Fjtiuf?, vul. 2, p. 

- !\ahj alBaiaghah, letter Wag'at Stfftn, p 29, n l-hit it nut to al-Siy&s&j w.J. i % p j lli, 

al-'hjd ai-Faridy vol. 3, p. ll v ). 

3, id-Kamtl vul, L, p 42 B, Waq'al Sijfin, p. 55. cf Nahj al BdlAghah, Letter 7 





152 


Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


■.'^-Li jjil (■*;> ^u 1 yy>J' jpl c-ajL .35 

.{«i* <&\ l_>' y 2^^' u k';■ 

^JLi v, c~Jti 2L5 sy*i j'iJJ f y O'iJj^ Jp l! i^j^l ^Lykll .36 

, jlyt Jp ^jk y* jjJ' p-'dL; 'rwJ'd> ^I y /J^J Af.jH.j 1 
^ j_ r ^> ,v Xj y_ -Vtdrj l^Uj. <y ^ -U-dj A-ddL oJL pj'^LL 

. , ^ ^ J r> f t f > £ „T ^ 

jSf 1 , i— 1 Ji-jl _Lj] J bi_j*p=- . V J‘-Tp' .5 'A J y '■ _r^ ^ ^r| J -■ 


L I %, J Li i'2 ■' 


d*3 


4^.112 ,Jl5 -kJ ■I tC-J'Ll .'|J r^- 

- ^ C7 ' J -■ • 


8 /I 


,, * * v :>r . ■- ' K 

J d ^ pr 1-0 J Jjl % jJ bOj*^ J 


p™ 4 A- j 1 V-.v; d! 1 2 j—■ j w J 1^31 


iidJ Oc? pi 

L-iJi3ds _;■' ■.■-? 'NI .j.-* py , a 'd ? '- 1 ^i- vl -'-' 1 ^*rl - L *^ - ' 

_ jL^S'i -AJa-d. jUj - .j-p v y^'-- y* 

t^ii! J 2 j Bojo: 'y Lo_2l j lyls yJ jyi L i^ilj :Ju^ 
■.cLUp?yi iJ j>: cpiy i.yis jjjj i^jJi pyy do l _ J —i 1 iyb y-M 

.tiyjjt *.« -u-i j,' cpc^i i 2-^1 j_^r lj ^4 *■*—L(3v^ J4y i ) 


t , - - , v : f 

L-*i U. tv^ ijl I I u ■ L- « l 7*2 


tJb | *. Ji ■■■'?' j! i >a U ' n ip^ Aj&m j^~ P L3 j **-•' 

Cl S")\i L JJui 'lPJL 1 ^yjj jLS ^J 1 J til jj" I jji b-2? 

.pii' u yi yy j ■.yi u w^ t-ub 1 Jj^y oa d 1 oL ? ' -■ y ^ 


q Mylt-CJ&l '' 

J 1 ^ i ^: ^..n-C'i ^ l£P'.', T 





Chapter One: Allegiance of Light 


153 

35* &l-Fuiiih\ LL A11 the Kufans swore allegiance to '.Ah fa.s.)...then the 
people of Hijiz and the people of Iraq swore allegiance to r Ali 
ibn Abu Talib (a.s.jT 1 

36. nl-1 dhdiiat ai-Kuhra\ “U lb man was killed on Friday the 
eighteenth of Dhil HIjja, 35 (AH) [June 17, 656J* and tike pledge 
of allegiance to caliphate was sworn to 'All (a.s.) in Medina one 
day after the assassination of 'Uthman. Talha, Zubair, SiYd ibn 
Abl Wyqqas, Sa id ibn Zaid, 'Aramar ibn Yasir. Usama ibn Zaid, 
Salt! ibn [ bnif Abu Ayub al-Ansari, Muhammad ibn Madima, 
Zaid ibn I'habit, Khu^.ayma ibn Thabit and everyone else that 
w a sin M a d i n a f ro m a m ong the c omp an i o n s oft h e Ivt t; s s en g er o f 
Cod (s.a.w.) swore their allegiance to him. * 2 3 

1/8 

Statements of a Group of the Imam's Companions after the 

Pledge of Allegiance 

37. TArikh al-Ya'qubi -after mentioning the people’s allegiance to 
'Ali (a.sj; lC A group of the Ansar stood up and spoke. The first 
one to speak was Thabit ibn Q&ys ibn Shammas al-AnmT who 
was. rhe o rater of the Ansar. He said; “By God, O Commander of 
the Faithful if they preceded you in the rule {witaya), they did 
nor precede von in religion* and if they went before you 
yesterday, you have caught up to them today. They and you were 
nor unaware of your slants and they were not ignorant of your 
position. They were in need uf you in what they did not know, 
and you with all your knowledge arc in no need of anyone* 

Khuzayma ibn Thabit af-Ansan who was also known as Dhul 
Shah ad a tay n then stood up and said: 11 0 Commander of the 
Faithful! We f snd nobody lor this affair other than you, and the 
affairs of the state will not settle except by you. If we are to be 
truLhtui to ourselves, about you, you are the most precedent of 
people in faith, lhe most knowledgeable among people about Cod 
and the closest among all believers to the Messenger of God. What 
they possess you possess, but they do not have what you have.” 


i. al-Fulith, Vflb p, 439. 

2 al- 7 n baqd t a?-Kubrg , vijL 3, p. 3 L. 

3 I'he Prophet (s. i.w.) gave Lien rhis title when he 1 cook sides wltEt the Messenger ml 

God in .iti argument *ul'i ii Bedouin, with the reasoning Lhil ,f We hdieved jn 
yo'd with ihe bringing of ibe Divine Mew ape, so how could wt urn believe :n 
you against a Bcdoum. 1 (Mit jam Rijfl* ql-Hudub, vo|. 8. p 12). 
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After him, 5a l 2 sTa ibn Sultan sLood up and said: fi ‘By Gad, O 
Commander of the Faithful! You have adorned the caliphate, 
and it did not adorn you. You elevated it |the caliphate], and it 
did not elevate you. Indeed it is in need of you more than you 
are in need of' it/ 1 

lhen Malik ibn al-Harith al-Ashtar stood tip and said: :: 0 
People! I his es the successor of the successors, the heir of the 
knowledge ol the Prophets, lie who has undergone great rests and 
possesses immense forbearance. Hie Book of God testifies to his 
faith and His Messenger testifies for him to be in the Heaven. 
Ail virtues have been perfected in him and no one of the past 
and the future has doubted his precedence, knowledge and 
virtue/ 1 

%'qba ibn 'Amr also stood up and said: "Who has one day 
like the day of ‘Aqaba and an allegiance like the allegiance of 
Rid wan [Good PleasuieJ; who is the most guiding leader with no 
tear oi his tyranny and a learned person with no fear of 3iis 
ignorance/' 1 

.See, The Emydapedia of Amir ai-Mtf 'minin, 'All in the 
words of the Prophet's companions: Khuzayma ibn 
[habit Amari, and Hudhayfa ibn Yu.man and A]i in 
the words of scholars, Ahmad ibn Han ha I. 



Those Who Did not Pledge Allegiance to the Imam 

The allegiance to Imam \Ali (a.s.) was widespread and inclusive’ 
where all the Muhdjirfn and AiisaT participated in it along with 
everyone else that was in Madina. Kvcryone swore allegiance by 
complete choice and absolute freedom, and then the people of 
Mecca, I Iijaz and Kulb pledged their allegiance. 3 


L Tiirthh al-Ya'qubi y voi. 2, p. l7 r J. 

2. Tn rikh Dimash^i vol. i:, p. nr. 

3. al-Fmab, voi 2, p. Ay} 
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The 1 mam {a-S.) clearly stated that the allegiance to him was public 
and inclusive 1 , Many historical sources have also asserted this gathering 
of all Lbe Mu hap m? and /hi stir for pledging allegiance to the Imam." 

However, some sources quote reports which state that some of the 
companions did not pledge their allegiance lo 'All (a.s.), such as: 
"Abdullah ibn "Umar, Sa'd ibn Abl Waqqiis, Muhammad [bn Mas lima, 
Usama ibn Zaid, Hassln ibn I'hahit, Ka'b ibn Malik, "Abdullah ibn 
Salam, Marwin ibn al-Hakam, Said ibn jJ-'As and Walid ibn ‘Uqha. 1 

There arc two views about the refusal of these people lo give 
allegiance to the Imam: 

The first: They were against the pledge of allegiance to the Imam 
and hence did not participate in it. 

The second: They did not oppose to the allegiance itself. What 
has been mentioned in the sources regarding their refusal of 
allegiance to the Imam is taken to mean that they did not participate 
with the Imam in his civil wars. 

A|-H§kim al-Kayshaburi after stating the traditions concerning 
the peoples pledging of allegiance to Lhe Imam says: 

O j, yl y J.w _■ ijjjj-i’i 11 4 - IjI j y*£- y -!-£-■ yi Jjj £| 

L-J^-Op Cjt" y ** -ry^- ^ 

■ Jj+^'j 1 Auu r 'j 

As Jot the view of those who claim that "Abdullah ibn 
"Umar, Abu Mas'ud al-Ansari, Sa"d ibn Abl Waqqas, Abu 
Musa al-Aslriart, Muhammad ibn Maslima al-Ansari and 
Usama ibn Zaid refused lo swear allegiance to the Imam, it 
is in fact a view of those who have no knowledge of the 
realities of those conditions. 

He goes on to explain that they did swear allegiance to the Imam, 
but for some reasons they refused to keep his company in war. Their 
refusal to participate in war led some people lo presume that they 
have opposed pledging the allegiance to him (a,s.).~ 

The Miftazilitc Ibn Abi a 1-Ha did adopLs this opinion and in his 
commentary on Nahjsd-Balaghfth has attributed it to Lhe Mu'timlites, 5 


4.t di-Kamil, vol. t, p. 425, Wapiti Sijjtn % p. iB, al'i'rskad, voL. 1, p. 24.1. 

2. itl-Iql al-Fgrj.d, vol- 3, n- 31 L, Tarikh ni-faban, vol 4, p 427. a!-Kamil ft ui-Tankh. 
vol. 2, p. 31J2. 

3- til-lrshady vol. L p. 243. TArikh Dimaihq, vol 42, p 437. Shark Ntiki al-Bafttgbab, 
vol.. 4, p. 9, 

4. alrMuitf{firth Vjt'jJ tfl-Sahih&yTi, v n 1, 1. p 124, ii. J 27. 

a. Shark Nahj alBalUgkaky voJ. 4, p. 9-lU 
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If we contemplate on the sources in this chapter* we will find that 
the majority of those; who are known for their refusal to swear 
allegiance to the Imam did in fact swear allegiance. However, the 
allegiance ol some of them, like 'Abdallah ibn'IJinar and Sa'd ibn 
Abi V'a-qqas did not mean chat they were loyal to the Imam's 
leadership, as they openly announced that they would not 
accompany him in his wars. The allegiance of another group* such as 
Marwan ibn al-Hakam, 5a'id ibn al-'As and aLWalld ibn ‘UqbaJi was 
for political motives. 1 Since the allegiance of this group was not true 
and complete, therefore, this group in a way can he considered as 
deviators from the allegiance to the Imam, but they can still be 
ranked among those who pledged allegiance to the Imam, as they 
performed the formal rite of pledging allegiance, and hence 
combining the two views is possible. 

A third possibility is that they refused to participate in the public 
allegiance which took place in the mosque and made excuses for 
justifying their refusal; however, after the rite of allegiance was over 
and the caliphate of 'Ali (a.s.) was firmly established* they became 
inclined to the allegiance. 

This claim Is confirmed by the presence of Marwin ibn ah 
Ijakani, al-Walid ibn TJqbah, and 5a'id ibn ai-'As who visited the 
Imam at the end of the public allegiance and pledge of allegiance to him 
after some discussions. I,'he confessions made by Abdullah ibn 'Umar, 
Usama ibn Zaid and Su'd ibn Abi Waqqas of their allegiance to 11 Ali 
(a,s,), as is mentioned in some sources, also confirms this claim, 

38. Imam 'Ali (a r s,) -from his speech when 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar, 
5a'd ibn Abi Waqqas, Muhammad ibn Maslima, Hassan ibn 
[’habit and Usama refused to pledge allegiance: <+ 0 people! You 
swore allegiance to me on what you did to those before me. 
Verily, people have options before they swear allegiance; bur after 


1. A ft el being defeated in the ballEe of Jamal, M.uw.jti proposed to swear allegiance 
la htiBiu 'Alt (n.s.j. In relenting !i a. .dlegi.ms e, the linin’. sard: "Did he ikii swear 
■ilI;ino* lifter ihc killing of ‘Uthmari? J have no need for his allegiance, 
bee it use his ia ihr hand of i Jew " Nafij al Baidghith, Sermon 73, ai-Rh&rd'ij mt al- 

jani 'ijb, vol l, p. 191, h ^5, 
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that they have no option; The leader (imam) must be stead List 
and truthful, and the people must be obedient. 

Ihis is a public allegiance, so whoever turns away from sr n; 
turning away from the religion of Islam and is following a path 
other than that of the Muslims. Your allegiance to me was not 
without thinking [by accidentJ and your motives are not the 
same as mine. I want you for God, but you want me for your 
own interests. By God, f will be benevolent to the adversary and 
bring justice to the oppressed. 

I have been informed about S;Vd> ibn Maxima, Usama, 
Abdullah and I.Iassan ibn Thabit certain tilings that 3 do no I 
approve and the Real [Almighty] will be the judge between them 
and me” 1 

39, Muruj al-Dhahak "Sa'd, Usama ibn Zaid, Abdullah ibn 'Umar 
and Muhammad ibn Mas lima were among those who refused to 
swear allegiance to 'Ali ibn Abu Talib (a.s,) and as then 
argument said: It is a kind of sedition [fttnah). n 

Another group said to r Ali (a.s.); “Give us swords in order lo 
use them to fight along with you. If we strike them upon the 
believers it will not hurt them, but if we strike the unbelievers, 
they will pierce their bodies! 

Ali (a.s.) turned away from them and recited: “Had Allah 
known any good in them, surely tk would have made the?}? hear, and 
were He to make them hear , surely they would tun? away, being 
disregardfulk 1 J 

41.1 r Tank/} at-Ya 'qubit “People Swore allegiance, except for three men 
from Quraysh: "Marwan ibn od-Huhnu, 5a Id ihn ah'As and al- 
Wahd ibn 4 Aqaba who was their spokesman, lie said; “Q you! 
You have cur all of us from our kin, As for me* you killed my 
father in the batt.e of Badr. As lor Sa Id, you killed Ins fat Iter 
in the battle or Badr and his father was one of Lite greatest of 

1. u!-h '.had, vot l. p. 243, ill Miyar w& ui Mnsf Ucau t p, 105, ,t!-Akhbar ai-Timdf, p no. 

Also ci Nuhj al•Bsidghak Sermon ]sj.fi. 

2 . Qur'an, «:2.l 

3. Mitrtij al-Dhuhnh, voi 3, p. 14. 
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Quraysh, and as (or Marwan, you insulted his father and mocked 
'Umman when he brought his father dose 10 him. We have 
therefore taken an oath between ourselves that [we swear allegiance 
to you on the condition tliat| you forgive the punishment of what 
we have done, leave us with what is in our possession and kill the 
rnurd tiers o f ou r frien d f c U thm an). 11 

<A h <a ; s.) got angry and said: L, As for what you said that I have 
cut you from your kin, h was the Truth that has: cut you. As for me 
forgiving what you have done [of wrong doings], 1 have no right to 
forgive the light of God Almighty, as for me disregarding what is in 
your possession, justice will apply to you m that "which belongs to 
God and tire Muslims . 


41. 


42. 


“As for killing the murderers oP Uthman, ifl must kill them today, 
rnust fight against them tomorrow. 1 Iowever, it is to your benefit tint 
I force you to accept the Book of Allah and tradition of his Prophet. I k 
who feels confined by the truth, then falsehood will be more confining, 
and if you wish you may join along with your predecessors” 

Marwan then said: Rather, we swear allegiance to you and will 
stay with you until you see and we see [what will happen]/' 1 

TfiM af-Jhfran -narrating from "Abdullah ibn al-Hasan: '‘When 
Uthman was killed, the Ansar swore allegiance to r Ali (Is} except for 
a tew people such as: Hassan ibn Thabii, Kj'b ibn Malik, Muslima ibn 
Mulch a I lad, Abu Sa id al-Khudn, Muhammad ibn Maxima ,lN 
Nil m.m i bn Bashir, Zud ibn Hi a bit, Rafd ibn Khadij, Ik, daks’ibn 
L bay d arid Iva b ibn Ujra. 1 hey were Lhe followers of "Uthman 
Then a man said to 'Abdullah ibn Iksan: “1 low could they refuse to 
swvar allegiance to c Ali (a.s.) and (when wr know that) they were 
followers of Uthman? 

He replied: As^for Hass an, he is a poet who does not care what 
lie does; as for Zaid ibn Thabit, 'Uthman bad appointed him as 
the head of the state council and Public Treasury and when 
L Llunan^was besieged, he said: “O group oCAmur, ass isi G..d 
Almighty , repeating n twice. Abu Ayyu j answered: “You will 
oilIj. assist hi no because he has put countless palm trees at vour 
disposal ! As for Ka b ibn Malik, r Uthman had used him lo 
collect the alms tax of Muzyyna and granted him what he had 
collected Jrom them/ 

W^-ai. ; -narrating from 'Amr ibn Su'd: ‘“Abdullah ibn 
l.m.ii, >a d ibn Abi Waqqas and al-Mughayra ibn Sliu'ba with a 
group of people went to visit Ali (a.s,J and they had not 
participated in swearing the allegiance to him. They asked him to 


I T&nkb ai-Ya^bf, vol. 2, p. 37K, 4 }-Fuiuh, va[; 2, p. ■id;' 1 - 4 ^ 3 . 

-- Tarrkh aI-T®ba)i ¥ vol. 1 , p 42'J, al-Kamil fi .il-Tanklv, vol. 2, p. sm 
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give them then shaie oJ the spoils, even though they did not take 
parr in the battles of Siffln and Jamal. 

'Ah (a.s.) said to them: “What made you keep away from me?” 

They said: “‘Uthman was killed and we do not know whether 
his blood was shed rightfully or not He had committed some 
things and you made him repent and he did so. Then at the time 
of his killing, you contributed to it, so we do not know whether 
you acted rightfully or went wrong, even though we know of 
your excellence, O Commander of the Faithful, and your 
precedence [in Islam] and your migration {hijni}” 

'Ah (a.s.) then said: "Do you not know that Cod Almighty 
has commanded you to enjoin the good and forbid the wrong, 
lie said: “// iwo groups of (he faithful fight one another^ make peace 
between (hem. Bui if one party of them aggresses against the other, fight 
the one which aggresses until it returns to Allah V ordinance .'" 

Sa'd said: "O ‘All! Gi ve me a sword that distinguishes tire 
unbeliever from the believer. I feaj that 1 may kill a believer and 
be taken lo Helffue." 

'All (a.s.) told them: “Do you not know that 'Urhnjan was a 
leader to whom you swore allegiance to out of obedience? If Ire 
was righteous, why did you lei him down? And if he was a 
wrongdoer, why did you nor fight against him? I i he was 
righteous, you did wrung since you did not help your leader, and 
if lie was a wrongdoer* still you did wrong, as you dk! not help 
the person who asked others to practice good acts and refrained 
them from committing bad; and you did wrong, for you did nor 
act between us anti our enemy according to what you were 
commanded by God, as He said:, fight the one /partyj which 
aggresses until it returns lo Allah ordinances.” 2 ' He then turned the 
group away and gave them nothing 

43. ahMusiadrak L ala ui-Sahthain —after mentioning some reports 
regarding the people's allegiance to the Commander of the 
Faithful (a.s.): “As for the view that claims that 'Abdullah ibn 
' Umar, Abu Mas' 1 fid al-Ansari, 5a'd ibn Abl Waqqas, Abu Musa 


! Qur'an, 49:9. 

2 W(Uf a! Sijfttt , p. 5 S J . 
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ahAsh'arlj Muhammad ibn Maslima al-Ansari and Usama ibn 
Zaid withdrew from the allegiance., this view is- of he who denies 
rite realities of those events [Then after explaining the 

reason's for their withdrawal, said] “It was for ihese ( ind other 
similar reasons that some refused to fight along with 'All (a, a.) 
against his enemies,” 1 

44, al-Jamal —narrating from Abu Mikhnaf: “The Comm and ei of the 
faithful was informed at the time of his departure toward Basra 
that 5a'd ibn Abl Waqqas, Ih 11 Muslima, Usama ibn Zaid, and 
ibn 'Umar have stopped moving on, He sent for them, and when 
they returned to him, he said to them: "1 have heard unpleasant 
news about you that I do not like. I do not force you to go to 
Basra, but are you not holding your allegiance to me?" 

They replied: ”Yes. JJ 

11c said: "'So why do you refuse to accompany me?” 

Sa'd said: “I do not like going to this war, lest a believer may 
be killed. If you give me a sword that distinguishes a believer 
from an unbeliever, l will fight alongside youl” 

Usama, said: “You are the noblest of Allah's creation to me, 
but I have pledged to Allah not to fight again sl the faithful,..* 

And Abdullah ibn 'Umar said: "I know nothing about this 
war and 1 request from you not to force me to do something I 
have no knowledge about,” 

Then the Commander of the Faithful said to them: “Not 
every deceived person is reproached, Are you still holding your 
allegiance to me?” 

They said: “Yes.* 

He said: “Go back, God Almighty shall make me needless of 


L iti-Musta-drsk ‘ ala (ilStihihayn, vol. y p [24. h, 4596, Ibid, p. 1 2V, h.. 
2. p, 115. 
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45. liirlkb al-Tabari —narrating from Abu Mallh reporting some of 
the events that took place at the time of allegiance to the Imam: 
f "Ali (a.s.) went to the mosque and wenL up the pulpit, wearing a 
long robe and garment, a turban made of fur and holding his 
sandals in his hand. The people swore allegiance to him while he 
was leaning on a bow. 

Sa'rl was brought in and 4 All (a.s.) said ld him: “Swear 
allegiance," 1 

He said: "I will not swear allegiance until the people swear 
their allegiance. By God, 1 will bring you no harm.” 

' Ali (a,$.) said: "Let him go A 

Ibn 'Umar was brought in and the Imam said: “Swear allegiance]'’ 

Ibn "Umar replied: “1 will not swear allegiance until the 
people swear their allegiance. 

He said: '‘Bring a guarantor.” 

[ Ie replied: 41 1 do noL see a guarantor around here/' 

[Malik] al-Ashtsr said: “Lei me cut off his head.” 

'All (a.s.) said; "Let him go. 1 will be his guarantor myself 0 
And then said io Abdullah: “As much as I know, you have been 
indeed an ill-mannered person when you were young and now 
that you are old.”' 

46. Shark Nab] al-Balfigbah; “Abu Milchnaf s;m in his book W- 
JitntaT that the MuhdjirJn and the Ansar gathered in the mosque 
of the Messenger of God fs.a.w.) to decide whom to choose as ;i 
leader and the mosque was full of people, 

'Am mar, Abu Haytharn, Kara'a ibn Raff, Malik ibn 'Allan, and 
Abu Ayyiib Khalid ibn Zaid agreed to persuade the Commander 
of the Faithful to accept the caliphate, and £ Am mar was more 
insistent than the others, addressing the people and saying: “O 
g res up of Ansar! You saw how 'Uthman treated you yesterday, 
and now you are about to see it repeated if you do not assist 
yourselves. In truth, All (a.s.) is the most deserving person for 
leadership on account of his excellence and precedence/ 1 

'file people said; "'Therefore, we now consent to him.” 

All of them then said to the rest of the Mubajinn and 
Ansar. "G people! We spare no efforts in doing good to you and 


I , Tiirikf? a! Tabari, vo !. 4 , p. 42 S. 
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ourselves, Cod Willing, indeed, 'Ali is the one whom you know, 
and we do liol know anyone more capable and competent, than him 
to Lake charge of this affair.” 

[.hen nil the people said: "We consent. He is 10 us as you have 
described and even better.” 

They all stood up, went to 1 Ali (a.s.) and called him out of his 
house and asked him to held out his hand for the pledge of 
allegiance. 'Ali (a.s.) held his hand back, Then the people crowded 
around him like thirsty camels flocking around a watering pond, to 
the extent that some were about to kail others. When he saw (Jus, he 
asked the allegiance to be pledged in front of the people in tire 
mosque, and said: "liven if a single person docs not consent, 1 will 
not get involved in this affair.” 

People accompanied him into the mosque, fhe first person who 
swore allegiance was fatha, Qablsa ihn Dbifayb al-Asadl said: l£ T 
lea I that his affair may not be settled, since the first hand that 
pledged allegiance to him was limping. J1 

After la I ha, Zubair swore allegiance and so did at I the Muslims 
ol Madina except Muhammad ibn Muslim a, 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar, 

[ i s a ma ibn Z aid T .Sa' d ib n Abl W a qqas, Ka b ibn M a 1 i k, H assan ibn 
Thabit and L Abdullah ibn Salam. 

'Alt (a.s.) commanded 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar to be brought to 
him. He cold him to swear allegiance. He said H will not sweat 
allegiance until ail the people swear their allegiance.” lie (a.s.) then 
said: “Bring a guarantor [to secure| that you will not disobey, [It 1 
said; "1 will nor bring a guarantor,” 

[Malik] A.shtar said: “O Commander of the Faithful! He sees 
himself secure oi your whip and sword, her me cut off his head,” 

'Ali (a.s.) said: ”T do not want his allegiance by force, bet him go A 

When ' Abdullah ibn 'Umar went away, i he Commander of the 
Faithful said: "When he was a child he was ill-mannered and nowin 
his old age lie is more ill- mannercd,” 

E'hen Su'd ibn Abl Waquas was brought in and the imam said; 
"Swear allegiance.” 

He said: “O Abu al-Hasan, Let rne be fox:! When diere shall be no one left but 
me, then 1 foil swear allegiance. By God, 1 will bring no halm to you." 

"Ali fa.s.J' said; “He ss telling the truth. Let him go,” 

Then he sent for Muhammad ibn Masliina, When they brought 
him in, the Imam, said: “Swear allegiance!” 

He replied; “Indeed, the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) commanded me 
that whenever people disagree and become like this -in ter locking his 
lingers- 1 must go forth with my sword and strike it across mount 
Uhud, then if it breaks into pieces, J must go back home and not leave 
until the hand cl a wrong-doer comes tn me or 1 will be taken bv 
death." 

.All (a.,s.) said to him: “Then go and do as you have been ordered." 
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Then he sent tor Usama ibn Zdd, When he arrived, the Imam 
said: “Swear allegiance/' 

He sard: "F am your supporter, and there will be no opposition 
from me to you. Once the people calm down, 1 will swear allegiance 
to you.” 

He commanded him to go back and sent for no one else. 

They asked the Imam; “Will you not send for Hassan ibn 
f habit, Ka'b ibn Malik, and 'Abdullah ibn Salam?* 

He said: Ll We are in no need of those who do not need us,” 

[Ibn Abl al-Badul says:l followers (the Muh.izilifes) 

mention in their books that this group gave excuses when they 
were called to fight in the battle of the Camel (al-Janud), and 
refused to participate in the war they did not refuse to swear 
allegiance. 

Cur master Abu al-Husam narrates in his book l a!-Gburar 
that when this group expressed their excuses, : AN (a.s.) told 
them: "Not everyone who is deceived will be reproached* Do you 
have doubt in your allegiance to me?” 

They said: “No.” 

He said: “If you have sworn allegiance, then fit is as if] you are 
present in wan” And he exempted them from being present in 
the wa r, 1 


1/10 

A Biography of Those Who Refused to Swear Allegiance 

1 / 10-1 

'Abdullah ibn 'Umar ibn al-Khatlab 

'Abdullah was born two years after the BVtha [beginning of 
Prophethood] of the Prophet (s.a.w.)T He embraced Islam together 


I ShiSrh Ntihj {lI-Riihighcih t VOl- ■3, p. S, 

2. j tl-Tabaqat al-Kubra, vy] 4, p L43, Txbdhtb ai Kutmil, voL I 5, p. ;uu. h, J4'= I .T^nkh 
Baghdad, vol. L, p 372 , h. LJ. 
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with his father in Mecca in his childhood 1 2 , and migrated to 
Madina prior to his father' or along with him.' lie did not 
participate in the battles of Badr and UhutT due to his young 
age, ? but irom the battle of Khandaq onward he accompanied 
the troops of Islam/’ Many reports mentioned sn Sunni books of 
traditions have been narrated from him.’ 

When 'Umar was on his deathbed, he was consulted to 
allocate his son as one of the members of the electoral council, 
but 'Umar objected to the proposal, saying: ”ILe does not deserve 
caliphate. He is not even able to divorce his own wife . 1 ’ 3 

It is mentioned m some narrations that 'Abdullah became a 
member oi the council by the order of 4 5 * 7 * 9 Umar on the condition 
that he would not have the ngliL to be elected |as a caliph]/' 

During the reign of Xkhman, he kept away from political 
issues and did not partake in the ruling political trends, In the 
caliphate of Imam ' Ali (a,s.), he also isolated himself and did not 
participate in any of them rather he chose this isolation as the 
corner-stone of his social policy, 

In the battles during the government of 'Ali fa.s.), "Abdullah 
ibn 'Umar also secluded himself from politics and kept 
withdrawn, not participating in any of the Imam's battles during 
his caliphate. 


I. al-Tabaqat al-Kubra } vol 4, p 142. j 'ahrfkFb al-Kamal, vol r>,p. in, ii. 1441, 7 xnkh 
Baghdad, vdl. J, p, 17 | t E| r .1, 

2 aililiWb, i r ol, 3, p. Si, h. I6.?u, Utdal-Ghdha, vol. p. 317, k. 3082. 

i. ai-Ta?j.xq(it Aj-Kabw, vol, 4, p. j42 TabdbTb alKamdl, vol. if-, p 313, h, 3441 ,Tankh 
Baghdad, vol. 1, p. 171. h. n. 

■1. al- Tabatftii ai-Kubrd* vol -i, p. 143. Tahdhib alKama!, vol. 15, p. 133. Ii. .Wl n Tarikh 
Baghdad^ vol, 1, p. L71, h. 

5 al- Miiitadrak aid ai-Sabihayti, vol. 3, p. 644, h. 6362. al'fabaqat al-Kuhta, vol- A. p. 
143. 

(j T&hdhib ai-Kamdl t vol ii. p. 333 . h. 3441 , al-Muiiadrak 'ala al-Sahfba yv, vol, 3, p 
644, h. r,JC2. 

7 Siysit A him ai Nuba Id, vol 3, p. 204, h ■IS. Tarikh al-hlat ft, voE, 5, p. 455,1] 199 

S Tdrikh al-Ya 'qiibf, vc>J. 2, p. tfrO, Tdifkk al 7 'a ban t vol 4, p. 21X, al-Kam i! Fil Tart kb, 
vol. 2, p. 21 'J.. 

9 Tdnkb al-Tabari, vol p, 229. al-Kamil Fi a i-Tankh x v r ol. 2, p. 22IJ, Tankh Ditnasbq, 
vol. 31, p. 179. 
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L is evident that such a kind of an attitude throughout the life 
of 'Abdullah ibn 'Ll mar was based on weak foundations, and Lbis is 
why be did not act so during the time of the previous caliphs nor 
did he do so in the lime of rulers after "A3i He swore 

allegiance to Mu'awlya and Yazid" (whom a great number of 
eminent figures among the nation and the companions, including 
Husain ibn 'Alt (cCs.) refused to pledge allegiance to). He also swore 
allegiance to 'Abd al-Malik. 1 Moreover, when Muhammad ibn 
Hamfa refused to swear allegiance to ' Abd al-Malik, saying that he 
would swear allegiance only on the condition that all people do the 
same, 'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar pledged allegiance to 'Abd al-Malik 
and encouraged Muhammad to follow in doing so r 

h is indeed strange that it was during the night that 'Abdulla! 1 went 
lg Hajjaj ibn Yusuf to give his hand lor allegiance to 'Abd al-Malik lest 
he might not remain without allegiance even for a single night, as he 
had heard that the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) has been quoted ,-n 
saying: ''EIc who dies; while having no leader {imam) dies the death of 
the period of ignorance. 3 ' lie was humiliated by Hajjaj [the arrogant 
tyrannical ruler] who stretched out his fool Irom his bed for 
Abdullah to swear bj.s allegiance to, because he knew that the reason 
tor this allegiance was based on fear, weakness and incompetence, 5 
hven though he did not partake with the Imam in any of his 
battles during ms caliphate, ‘ he w r as not one of the Imam’s enemies 
either. He was described by luia.ni 'Ali ft.s.) as one of those who: 

' V .; a j 

/ lay abandoned the truth and did not support the falsehood. 

Some historical documents indicate that towards die end of Ins life, 
'Abdullah deeply regretted his negligence and failing Lo help 'Ali fa.s.}, saying: 

. !j <j2\ .Jf i J. 1 YI ^1' At- U 

/ do nut regret anything except that ! did not fight along 
tenth *AU ftV.i’J against the 1 rebel groups 


L al-hit '4b, vol, a, p. 472, k. 2464. 

- at-Kxlmi, voJ. 4. ]>. \S2, Mitwj al-Dk/ibuh, vol. z, p. arm 

$ahih al-Jhtkhdri, vol 6, p. 26 v;, h. ^777 &■_ t':79. vol, 7 , p. iiiC;,, h. J. 

4. at Jtihufd! td-KnbrA, vol 5, p. [! I, Syar Ahtam ni-Njtbah, vol, H, p. 36 . 

5 . Shar() AW;/ at-Balaghah, vol ]J, p.. 242 , ttf-Fttpxl aiAiffkhtitra, p 245, at-fdab, p.73 

6. ahhtdtihy vol j, p. 63, h. Ifi30. Usd at Ghnba, vol 3, p 340, h. 3fi*2. 
t, A 'tihj cil-Btilagkab, Aphorism If?, (U-htTah, vol. 2, p. 174, h. 96b. 

8. al-Muitadfok 'ah d-Sakihctyr., vol. 1, p. fc3, h. b360 r d-Tnhnqai ahKuhta, vol. 4, p j 4 j. 
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Of course, some sources have interpreted l 2 the rebel group' in 
his words as the Kharijis,' or Hajjaf or Ibn Zubair. 3 4 If we 
consider the expression with ' AJt J in Lhe statement, then there 
would be no room for other possibilities (Mu'awiya is meant). 

He used to say: "Whoever calls me to prayer, 1 will follow him 

whosoever he may be, but I do not follow the one who calls me 
, ?! '3 

to war. 

Similarly, he believed that the government and obedience to 
the ruler are bused on Lhe foundation of "the law of dominance 3 , 
lie useu to say: "The righL is for him who overcomes and has 
power over the people and dominates them,” 5 

I hat was why when 'AN (a,s.) stressed on the people’s freedom 
and Lheir choice it] the pledge of allegiance, saying, “I do nor 
compel anyone to obey me”, 'Abdullah refused ro obey him, but 
he did not refuse to pledge allegiance to Yazid ibn Mu'awiya, 

ftVn the corruption, debauchery and crimes of YaHd who 
did nor refrain from committing any forbidden act were 
disclosed - following the murder of Imam Husain - (a.s). he 
culled the uprising of the people of Madina as a betrayal to the 
allegiance and therefore prevented Ids family from participating 
in it, 6 


1. F(i(h al Barf, vq], 12, p. 2Kf>. 

2. ai-pafaffir alKvbnt, vol. 4, p. 1S5 & id7, Tdnkb Dimaskf, vol :<j, p . i^, Siya? 
A "nldm fil-Nnl-aU, vol, 3, p. 232, h. 45. 

alSifnan ai-Kxbra , vqJ, p. Lay h., b. 10706, Tarikh Drwaihq,. vol 3J, p. ly.t, Sijfffr 
A'aidm (d'Nttbiilti, vol 3, p. 22 y h, 45, 

4. A-Tabagii! at-Kxbrdt vol. -1, ji. 169., Tdttkh Dimashq, yo). 31, p Mil, Siy&rA'&litm ■ U- 
Nubalfi, vol j, p. 22?, r 

-- al-Jabaqdt al-Kxhm, vol. 4, p. U9. nbhifiib, vol. \ p. it:, ]i 24ti4 

6. Mtfs»a<! Ibn Itanbal vol. 2, p, 412, h. 57J3 f Ibid, p. 3(w, h. siitls, aljabaqat d-Kubrd 
volc4,p. 183. 
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Finally, even though 'Abdullah narrated many tradilions and 
is regarded as one of the great narrators of the Sunni School, hut 
he was weak in knowledge* short sighted and dogmatic* not able 
to give a strong analysis of the political and social currents 
existing during that time. This weak personality and desire fur a. 
worldly life helped him to take Such a vile position. ''Abdullah 
died in 74 A11/ 703 CE at the age of eighty four. 1 

47. Tarlkh al-Tabari: ‘"All (a.s.) sent Kumayl al-NakhaT for 
'Abdullah ibn 'Umar, lie brought him. 'Ali (a.s.) said to him: 
“Risewith me. 11 Abdullah ibn 'Umar said: tl l am with the people 
of Madina. I am but only one man. from among them. When 
they enter into this affair I will also enter with them and I will 
not separate from them* so if they leave [for war| I will leave and 
if they stay, l will stay. 11 

‘Ali (a.s.) said: "Then give me someone to guarantee that you 
will not rise [against me] " He said: lL I will not give you anyone.” 

'Ah (a.s.j said: “If I did not know of your bad manners when 
you were young and at your old age, I would not have accepted. 
Let him go. I myself will vouch for him,”' 

48. Tfirikh al-Tnhttri —narrating from Muhammad and Talha: 
lL Zubair and lalha went out and met 'Abdullah ibn ‘Umar and 
discouraged him [in accompanying 'Ali (a.s.)J. 'Abdullah said: “I 
am one of the people of Madina, If they agree ro rise, 1 will rise 
and if they stay I will stay.' 1 So, they [Zubair and Talha] left him 
and returned,”' 

49. al-Tabaq&t al-Kubm -narrating from Abu llasln-: “Mu'awiya 
said: ''Who is more deserving than we are for this affair [of 
ruling]?” 'Abdullah ibn ’Umar said: “I wanted to say: “! he more 
deserving than you is the person who fought agasnst you and 
your father over it”, but I remembered what 1 had in mind, so I 
feared ihai this might create a problem.” " 


1 nl-Mititadmk ‘ala ai-Sirhllmy)}, vol. a, p. Ml, h. 6353 & 6358,. al-Tabnq&i al-Kubm, 

voL 4, p. [H7, 

2 l i-i nk h a !■ 1 a bn rf, vol. 4, p. 44fi, ttl-Kfinti! ft al-Ttirikb, vol. a, p. jji 

3. Tarikh til-Tabari, vol. 4. p 46 U, (tl-K&tnilJt al-Tarikh, vol. 3 . p 314 

4, til-Tabrtqitt al-Kubrd, vol. h, p. IS2, TaifkbDimaibq, vol si 3 p. 1 x 3 , SiyarA'alsm ai 

Nuba!a, vol. 3, p. 225 , h. 45 . 
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50. al-hu'dfc "Naft 1 was asked: “Why did "Abdullah ibn 'Umar swear 
allegiance to Mu'awiya but net to H Ali (a,s,)?" 

NaFi' replied: “Ibn ( Umar would not stretch a hand at a time 
of disunity, nor would he restrain it when there was unanimity. 
He did not swear allegiance ro Mu'awiya until all others agreed 
to pledge allegiance to him A 

51. Musnad ibn Hanbat —narrating from Naff: "When the people of 
Madina rose up with Ibn Zubair and dethroned Yazid tbn 
Mu'awiya, Ibn 'Umar called his children and said: "We swore 
allegiance to this man on the basis of allegiance lo God and His 
Messenger, and verily I heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) say: 

'Tor the treacherous there will rise y banner on the Day 
of Resurrection and h wifi be said: "this is the treachery of so- 
and-so’j and the greatest treachery, other than sharing a partner 
with Cod [polytheism] is thai one pledges allegiance Lo another 
on the basis of allegiance to God and ills Messenger and then 
abandon it. Therefore., let no one among you dethrone Yastld and 
exceed the limits of this affair [of ruling], or else a sword will lie 
between me and you! 11 3 ' 

52* Path al-Bari: “During that period [the period of the government 
of Abdullah ibn Zubair], ‘Abdullah ibn 5 Umar refused to swear 
allegiance to Ibn Zubair or to £ Abd ahMalib, as he also refused 
to swear allegiance to 'All (a.s.j or Mu'awiya, But later on, lie 
swore allegiance to Mu'awiya when he made peace with Hasan 
ibn 'All (a.s.) and when people agreed on biro, After the death of 
Mu'awiya, he ['Abdullah Ibn 'Umar] also swore allegiance to Siis 
son Ya/.id as the people had agreed upon him. After that, during 
the time of disagreements* he did not swear allegiance to anyone 
until Ibn Zubair was killed and the government was entirely 
handed over to 'Abd al-Mabk, and ['Abdullah] then swore 
allegiance to him A 1 

53* Sahib a I Bukhari -narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Dinar; "When 
people swore allegiance to Abd al-Malik, 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar 
wrote a letter to him: 


]. al-hlfabi vol 3, p. '172, h. IMA 

Mftsfrad Ibn Huuhdl, vo!. 2. p. 112, Ei. i7ll & p. 30-1. li. 5CS8, al-Tubaqal aiKubra, 
vol. 4, p. LH3. 

3. rath a l- Bari, vol 13. pu 195- 





'.r - 


184 


Imam. Ali and Political Leadership 


jr ^ £ J % ^ " * ** jf i» ^ -■ 

jj A I Ai ijjj i. AA*AaA*-1 1,-^J ■Uj flJAj j aj ^ i.j>w | -3^ ..A 1 AUl 1 A-^ 


. JJUJL. 


lP 


v *- r - .-'A -* 1 ■ T i--*- 1 "" aj| . Aj A^-! "U^VlJI ;^-y- ^ A ,54 

^^3 SV v r i,| ^ Syu niob V isiuLi ajj VI a r 1^1 

*’’ n *4- S- 

jUa^I ■■ 11 J ~U^ '“' P ' LJ > \ Nj AjLj VO 11 : J.li s\j! 

■ --L- ! . 1^ Ljj (. I pflj I ' p* 4jU^- J, T^- 1 j 1 *J jj'] -• 'P-rLJ*' d 4j p- 1 

n ;. . , .„ _.£ p ^ } 

'- v^ 1 v*^ J; 5 '-** ^-■^ l 

t J?*- ' J U [ J til J LS f ^ LiiAu: !V^Aaj j frV tA J * hi jnA | j r jA- I 

^pi Jj- l _j^~ < ' iuj'i *^!!Aa.'I ■ (J'lj .,-? 1 1 At 

. h 1 ! ^AA9 t '■ J j U IJ p^Jj AL^ I 

^L^lj J|- Jl'JI h' ' JjA "A?- ^j 1 jli /»£■ l £ v ’vnJI lAjliJah *56 


JJLil l j' V! J* U ; 



V ^ A*f- -J=- ,' r'Jw’vdJ I 

- -I W 

. At'Al *hAj!(iA£- ^ijbl ^ 


lXjvC^'*-A y5 3 tJ *P 1 - 4fc^_*C• «u 3 44*- 16 51 j= j 6 7 7 7^ j j?/ 9^ 2d 3 -f h? &r- !^j.ju=A"'/w'w- '• 
j a 1 J^ A^jV uAA• «*-!j.h * >W *jis'165G'} v » 1 55£3j-25*1 ^ E ^ >— f ^"33^ a - 

,_—^N'-j z-Ut.J-I 4 J 1 JUj- *jj 245-! JjiiAii 1 ._] (..* •? ■'■' 1:2 A 2 i j J ? 1 ,?t- ! 1 jL- , ' , - t "' L _ J ■' Jz-^' '' L "''’L--- 1 ' 1 V ^ -"^ T 

4*' j.-*- 1 ,, 1 j .■-] - 1 , ijl s A-lJjU . J Ag^L-V *'-' Jl - 1 - Au jA 1 _L^ i-Z-T.". 1 j -f *_j s_ -J -Jp _■ Lf- ImPu-j i. - -" ,=^Lit 

, > * v v ^ J : (Z : " , i_l ^ A !•.->• 

i Xa'/ (> Xf-/^ 11 9 1 U _1 3 1 ^:_pi-J ’-v.u :309 Z * lJj V.' 1 -Ll- *.’63^ -l^: *z> lA 1 ' 1 v 

.6^i^S 1 199^-4S55^ ^AL. r ,S^y.'^i-..45 ;> j ^ 21 S^ 3r- 

. 1 4 £ ^ 4 ^ ! ^vA 1 *' ,_j_ l^A 1 '. 1 , l 

E j ^l-- Jr- - -^- L-"i—"-■- - V 1 .•! t ■ ' l '- 1 L —- 1 '—■' ► ° C' 0 £ 6 1 4 ; :Jf A J > —*- ! > J* —■ l ..i--L“‘-i ■' C 

* ^ ■' ■ ^ J| ^ 3 ^ il 9 7 - 10 ? 4^- : Aiji-'i'-lj . 1 l I 6 3 0 j- 






Chapter One: Allegiance of Light 


JS5 

To the sen/Ailt of God 'Abd a]-.Vla2iJk, the commander of the 
faithful, J truly confess my obedience and heed fulness to the servant ol 
Cod 'Abd af Malik, the commander of the faithful, according to the 
Eeacfiingr of God and the traditions of Ills Messenger as much as I am 
capable, and my children have also confessed Lu Lbat.” 1 

C'd. Shiah A ahj ui-Baiiighuh' He | Abdullah ibn Umar| refused to Swear 
dJlegLance to Alt (a.s.J, bur knocked the door of H.ajfaj^s hou.se at tugliL 
to swear allegiance to Abd a [-Malik in order that he would not sleep 
that mght without having a leader, as he heard that it had been 
narrated that the Prophet (s.a.w.) had said: "lie who dies nor having a 
leader dies the death of the age of ignorance.and roc humiliation 
ot Haifaj to him was so extreme that hu stretched his foot oul of his 
bed and said: "Lay your hand on this [for allegiance]."’ 

55. a l Tu kufa! a l-Ku ha -na r ra d n g from Naff: “ Du ring the rime of f b n 
Zubair, the Khawarij and the K hash ably a/ Ibn "Umar was told: "You 
perform your prayers with these people and those people and they are 
killing each other? Ibn Umar answered: "Whoever says ‘make haste to 
the prayer {fmyya 'ala' a kulak) and whoever says "make haste lo 
righteousness [hayya ala 1 al-fal dfr), I will answer to him, and whoever 
■■"■•ivs make haste to the tilling of your Muslim brother and seizing of 
his wealth 1 , 1 wjfl say 'no 1 .”' 1 

5 6. a I Jabaqai . d Kuhrd -narrating ft □ m Say f a 1-M a z i nT-: M I bn 'll m a r used 
to say: 11 1 will not fight during I he time nf sedition {fllnah), but I will 
pray behind whoever is victorious.”' 5 

57. td-Miuiadmk \da aiSahibain —narrating from "Abdullah ibn 'Umar; “I 
do not regret anything except that 1 did not fight along with ’All fa.s.J 
against the rend group."* 


1 al-BMdrl, vd], 6, p, 2634, b. 6779 & 6777 « p 2654, h. 0344, at Mwaiid, vof 

2. p 963, h. 3. 

1 In al-Fuiul al- Mukhtara, thin tradition is mentioned as follows: Hajfij told hhn, 
Veil ere iay you refused to swear allegiance to l A3i fa.s.) although you yourself 
narrated this tradition [ol being left without * leader {Irrt:«rn>J and now you 
have come to me to accepi your allegiance m 'Abd al Malik? My hand is busy. 
Here is my foot, so swear your allegiance in it!" \Shirk Nabj al Bad^hah, vol. |,y 
p. 242. Also cf. alFu-'sui at-Mukhttira., p. 245 . 

7. A branch of Jahrmya who believed sn i> redes tin aiion, 

4. al-'iabaqat ul-Kah 4, vol 4. p. k/j. Iliya aiAa-hya^ vd J, p. .109, Tdrikb Dimashq, 
YpU 3h p. 191, 

al Tabaqai al-Kubrd^ vol. l, p |4y, 

6. al-Mmimhak aid a! Sahhayn, vol 3, p. 641, b. !V;6i>, Amah ui-AdrSf, vol p 4 ^ 4 . 
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Chap Lei' One: Allegiance of Light. 

58. al-Tahaqai al-Kuhm —narrating from Habib ibn Abi Thabit; “1 
heard that Ibn 'Umar said [in, his illness that led to Ins death] on 
his deathbed, IS J do not regret over anything in the world except 
that I did not fight against the rebel group.” r 

See: 7 h c hncydopedia oj .4mir fit Mm 'mini w, c Abdu 11 ah 
ibn 'Umar. 


1/10-2 

Sa"d ibn Abi Waqqas 

He embraced Islam at the age of nineteen I. 2 and he tv as present 
in the battles ol the Prophet (s.a.w.) 3 The Sunnis consider him as 
one of L ihe ten promised to enter paradise 3 , 4 * 6 He was chosen as 
Lhe commander of the Qadisiya army during the caliphate of 
'Umar,' and ii was here that he became tamous in the history of 
Islam. He then became Lhe governor of Kura/ and when the 
P L 'o P le of K G fa co m p la i n ed ab o u r h i m, c U mar d i sc h a rged hi m.' 


I. al-Jnbaq&t al-Knbm, vo!. 4, p. iS7, Lhd ai-Gha^fi, vyj, y p 33§, J L . wk: 

1 . fit-Miiaiadmk 'aid al-Sahihtiyn, vol 3 , p S 67 , h. 6 103. Tabdbib nlKnmdl, vn], m, p 
31 ] a h. 2229. 

3. al-Mititadrak din nl-Sah/feyn, vol. 3, p sw, h. S31 I, al-Jubaqdt al-Kuhr^, nil 3 . p 

142. 

■I Tankh Baghdad, vn|, ], p 144 , h. 4 . lahdhth .1!-Ka>mV. voL ill, p. ■; 1 r:, h 32213. 
Tdrfkh Diwtuhx. voL. 20, p. 2 an 

S ,r i'l'abaqm nl-Kuhd, vol. 6 ., p. 12, Tnrikh Baghdad, vqi. 3 , p. E J 4 , b, 4, al-Ma'drij by 
Jbn Qutsybfl, p. 241 . 

6. allst! ni, vi)]. ?■> p 172, h 068, al-Tankb xl-$aghf?, vol l, p. 134, til-Tabaqdf a!Krihru, 
vol. 6, p. E 2 . 

7 al-AJ<a‘tfrif by Ibn Qutayba, p. 242. Sly a tv A ‘alam n!-Nul><i in, vot. 1 p U7, h. s, 
Tahdhfb nl-T&hdhil\ vl>], 7 , p. 28 g. h 2634. 
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m 

Sa'd was a member of the six member council (to elect the 
Caliph) 1 who then left it in favor of ( Abd al- Rahman ibn c Awf. 2 
hi the caliphate of' f Uthman, lie once again look office as the 
governor of Kufa for a while. 3 After some time. 'Uthman 
dismissed him and designated Walld ibn 'Uqaba in his place. 1 

After the caliphate of Imam 1 * 7 Ali (a,s.) s Sa'd in the beginning 
did not swear allegiance to the Imam " and he secluded himself 
from the bailies led by L Ali (a.s.) and did not support him/ 

He admired Imam 'Ali (a.s.) and enumerated his excellence 
during the reign of Mu'awiya and in his presence,' It was too 
heavy for Mu'awiya, so he insulted him and said to him; “If you 
admit to all this, why didn't you help him?” 8 * * [Later onj He 
admitted to his own failure in observing the rights of Imam ' Ah 
(a.s.), swearing allegiance to him, and accompanying him/ 

Sa'd died in 55 All/ 674 CE.'° His son, 'Umar ibn S;fd was 
the commander of the 'Umayyad army that fought against 
Husain (a.s.) in Karbala. 11 


1. Tar;kb Baghdad, voj. I , p, U4.. K 4, IfiUya at Akt-fiyd, vo!, l : p w, al-Ma'drif by 
Ibn Qulayba, p r >4|. 

2. Sab lb ciI-Biikbdri, v o I. \ p | liii, 3i, 34&7 

3. al-Tdrfkh alStt£hfr t vo]. I, p. P-, al-Taha^dt af-Ktfbrd t vol. b, p. iz, uTAin'einf by 

Ibn Qutayba, p, 7.12. 

4. ai-Tarlkh alSagbir, vol. I, p. l?.l, ai-Tabwfal al-Kubrd, vol. b, p. 12, al-Mti'arif by 

Ibn Qmayba, p. 242. 

5. An.nlb al-Ashmf, vol 3, p. 9, Tarikb al-Tabari, vol 4, p. 43 u al Kamil jl ai-Tstnkb, 

vol. 7-, p. 3m 

fi. SiyatnA trt-Nn&filfi, vol !, p, 122, b 5. 

7. al-Mttiiadr&k "diet aT5iihthayn> vol. 3, p. i! h h 4575, Mttnli alDhahab t vol. \ p.i:> 

K. Ma rjij id-Dhahah, vol. 3, p. 74. 

b. di-Mmiiuhttk 'aid al-fytfnhayn, vol, 3. p. 120, b. 461)1, Manaqib Alt Amir til 
Mk 'murfn, vol. 2, p. 4WJ, 1). 67S. 

LU. al-Ttirtkh al-^dghsr, vu!. |, p. 17.6, .■Ti-Jubaadi alKulrd, vol l, p. 149, &!-Mu'jaw al 
Kabtr, vol. I, p- 139, h.301. 

Lt. by ibn QyJL.jyhii, p. ?43. 
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59, ai-Musiadmk 'aid. al-Sshtkayn -nsrrating frorn Kli av thama ibn ' Abd a3- 
Rah man: “'I heard someone say to Stfd ibn Malik: "Truly, 'A1 i (a,s.) 
will reprimand you, Why did you shun allegiance to him?' J Hrfd 
replied: “By Gad, th at was what [ concluded and ji admit that] I made 
* mistake Truly, ‘Ali (a.s.) possesses three features that if one of them 
belonged ro me, il was more favorable to sue than the whole world and 
what it contains;” 1 * 3 4 5 

61 K Mh raj at Dhaka h -iia rrat ing fr n m t bn ' A' i s ha and o t h ers: '' Af'tc r Sa'd 
praised 'A|j (aj.,)* mentioned some of his virtues and wished that lie 
had one of them, My'awiya told him: ‘ Be seated in order to listen to 
the reply to what you have said. You have never been more 
rep roach able to me than you are now. Why didn't you help him then? 
Why did you refuse to sw r ear allegiance to himr' For indeed if 1 had 
heard from the Prophet fs.a.w,) what you have heard about 'Ali {a.s.), I 
would have been a servant lo him as long as 1 IivedT 

ha'd sard: “By God, E deserve this position [serving 'Ali (a.s.)J more 
than you." Then MiTawiya went on to say; “The people of the Bam 
'Udhra tribe would not accept this from you (Sa'd is said to belong to 
the Banf ‘Udhfa tribe). 9,7 

See: The Encyclopedia of Amir al-Mu mim??, -Sa'd ibn 
Abl Waqqas. 

1/10-3 

Muhammad ibn Maslama 

Tic was one the companions of the Messenger of God (s,a,w.) who 
was present in all his battles' 1 except in the Battle of Tabuk." After [Hie 
death of [ the Prophet (s,a.w.J s he accompanied Umar when they 
entered the house of Fatima (a.s.) and he is the one who is said to have 
broken Zubair's sword' and was an accomplice in Lhe killing of Sa'd 
ibn 'Ubada. h 


I ttl-Mititadrak ala al-Sahihayrt, vol 3, p 12 b, h. 46rfjJ, Matitfaih Amir tilAiti miriitt, 
VO-1 2, p, 4411, h K7K 

2- At# tty at Dhu.hab, vol. ", p. 24. 

3 Gi-Tabaqat stl-Kubta, vol a, p. 4^5. Siyar A r aldm &l-Nnbald, vtd. 2, p, 369, h 77, U.td 

alGhdbd, vol. 5, p. 107, h. 4768. 

4 'ad al-Gbii&a. vo! 5 , p. (07, Jh. 4 '6S I at Tabaqil ui-Knhru, vol 3, p. 443, aid 5 aba, vol 

6, p, 28,. h- 7822, 

5 Sharp Nahj al-Baldghak, vol. 6. p. 48, al-Siwati til-Knbrd, vol,. 8. p 26J, h rnw: i t 
Qamiis fll-Rjftii, vol 8, p. Li88. 

b. nl-lhtijdj, vot. ], p. 180, h. 36. 
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Ht Wa5i ' n charge of inspecting stare administrators during Lite 
government of 'Umar and whenever a complaint was brought 
againsL one oJ the administrators, 'Umar would dispatch him to 
investigate. 

After the: assassination of 'Uthman, [Muhammadf refused to 
swear allegiance to Ah (a.s.) and tailed it a 'sedition 1 * 3 . Therefore he 
secluded himselJ and took up a wooden sword [remained 
indifferent \. 

He was killed by a man Lrom Jordan due to bis disobedience to 
'Alt (a.s.) and Mu'awiya/ 

1/104 


Usama Ibn Zaid 

Usama 4 was a mawU of Lite Prophet (i,a,w.), 5 and his mother, 
Umm Ayman, was one of the Prophet's nursemaids, 6 * 8 

In the last days of his life, the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.j appointed 
him 3^ the commander of the army' while he was only eighteen 
years of age and there were people like Abu liakr, 'Umar and Abu 
LJbayda in his army. 

He was highly respected and honored during the time of the 
caliphs. Umar ibn al-Khatab allocated a salary of five thousand 
dinars for him* while his own son would receive only two thousand 
dinars/ 

He refused to swear allegiance to 'All (3.5.) and gave excuses, 9 * 
and rn some historical sources it is mentioned that Imam 'Ah (a.s.) 
accepted his excuses/^ 

Jt is mentioned that Imam al-hSaqir (a.s.) has said: "He had 
repented, so do not speak but well about him.” 11 


i . Us ti al-Gbfl hf. if [ 07/4768, a [-Labi 6/2 %n S2 2 . 

2 al-Jahwat al-Kxbm, vol. 1 , p. 4-15, S?y&rA'tiliw ai-NM.fi, vol. 2, n. m h ^7 Usd 
m-Gbdba, vol. 5 , p. no, h. 47i8. 1 

3. Siyat A at am al-NubtilA % vol. 2. p. a 73, h 77, vo: (j, p, 2'), h. 7822 

4. He was the son of Zaid, who was freed by trie Prophet (a j.w 'i 

~ ^ ^ al-fitti, p, 2 L s h. Siyar A'al4m af-Nifbala^ vol l, p 497 ] L [i >4 Usd sd-Ghiba 

vol. i. p, J95, Jx. K4, 1 

(? Al aL(m al-i\'uhnla, voL 2 . p, 455, h. m^, Usd al-Ghfiba, vc-J. Up Jt. ga. 

A h V. / A & hala , vol. 2 ,. p. sou, b. 104, Usd sd-Ghdhti , vdL |. p, iy-s-1%, 

&l hihaqM Hi Kuhra, vol. 2, p. !9!j. 

8. Usd £it-Chdba, vol. I, p i^s fle |%, h 84 

9. Usd al-Ghaba, vol. | r p itta : h. 34 

IU. Riudaf-Kashi, vo], I, p. LV7 r h, 82 . 

IJ. Ibid, p. Uis, h. BE. 
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Chapter One: Allegiance of Light 

When Usama died, Imam Hasan (a.s.) shrouded him m red 
doth from Yemen. * 1 


1/10-5 

Hassiati ibn Thahit 

Hassan was a companion of the great Messenger (s.a.w;) and 
his poer about whom the Prophet (s.a.w.) said : l * ^O HassaiiJ You 
wd] continue to be assisted by the Holy Spirit as long as you give 
assistance to us by your tongue.'' He was a poet irom among the 
A mars who used to satire die p of yr heists of Qumysh. He was also 
die one who versified die event of Ghadlr abKhumm in a poem."' 

IJassan was a very coward, so he did not attend any of the 
battles of the Prophet (s.a.w.). J Ik was a follower of 'ULhmSn 
and deviated away from Imam c Ali (a.s.)d He did not participate 
In iht of allegiance to 'All (a.s.) nor did he participate in 

arty of the Imams battles, and he did not write any poems in 
honor of Imam <AJi (a.sj after his caliphate, 

Hassan lived for sixty years in the prc-Islamic era {ai-jahjliya) 
and sixty years after the advent of Islam 6 

61. Al-Mustddmk 'aid at-Sahilmyn -narrating from E Urwa on Lhe 
authority of Safiya, daughter of ( Abd al-Muttalib: “I was the first 
woman to hill a man. I was in the .shelter of Hass an ibn Thahit 


I ul-Kdjl veil, i, p. I 4 v, Ey g, Txhdhib al-Ahkam t vd. i, p. 2Vt>, h SM r Rijal ttiKmbr. 
vol. U p. 195, U 80. 

Siyaf A ala/n al-Ntfb&ld, vy], i, p. h LU&. 

% vol, t, p. J77, Khasti'is sd-A mma, p. 42, l$£m al-WafA, vn], |, p. 267 &2b"J. 

4. SharsVxUm nl-NubaUi, vo L 2, p. 51**21, h. |06 h Ihd al-Gbdtm, vnj 2 , p. , V 9, h. 

IJ 53. 

1 Mwriij iii-Dhrthnb. vol. 2, p. 3sfi, Am&k al-jhhwf voL \ p i b4. al-Ghamt, vo], i r. 

223 . 

(5. Siytu A 'Ian: ai-Nubdid, vyj, 2 , p. 5J2, h 30 f,. ihd <d- Ghdlm, vol. 2, p. % h. no. 
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and he .stayed with the children and women while the Prophet 
($,«i.w r ) was digging rite diLch." 

Safiya said: “A Jewish man passed nearby and wandered 
around our fort. 1 said to Hassan: ''This Jewish man ls 
approaching the shelter as you sec and our women are not safe 
white the Prophet (fa.w,) and his companions are unaware of us, 
Co and kill him,” 

Hassan. said: "May God bless you* daughter of 'Abd al- 
Mmtalibl By God, you know I am not a man for this.” 

Safiya said: “When. Hassan said so and l found that he was 
not going to do anything* I prepared myself then picked up a 
pole from Lire sheher and went down to that person anti beat 
him with the pole until J killed him. 1 then returned to Lhe 
shelter and said: ll Q Hassan! Get out and take his clothes off. 1 
would have done it myself had 1 not been a woman.” 1 

Hassan said: "I have no treed to ransack him." 1 


L dl-Ahutmimk ‘nld siSahihayn^ voL 4, p. 5fi, h. 6is67, ftl-Sfnran nI-K»bra t vol b. p, si)2, 
h 12772. 
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Chapter Two 

The Reforms of [mam Alt (a.s.) 

2/1 

The Voice of Justice and Its Reverberation 

*2. Sharb Nahjal-Baldgbab -narrating from Abu jafa c a 1-1 skafl: “On the 
second day of his allegiance, which was VI on day 19' h ol Dhil Ilaji, he 
[Imam c Ali (a.s,)] ascended die pulpit, praised and glorified God 
Almighty and mentioned Muhammad (s.a.w.J and sent hies sings \o 
him. He then enumerated the bounties of God Almighty over the 
Muslims and mentioned this world and called people lo be ascetic 
[adopt a life of asceticism|, and he mentioned die Hereafter and 
encouraged people towards it. He then said: 

'Verily when the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) passed away, 
people elected Abu Bakr as their caliph; and then Abu Bakr 
appointed 'Umar as the caliph [after himsdf] he followed the 
way of Abu Bakr. Then he consigned the caliphate to the six 
person council which led to die election of djthman. He 
committed things that you disapproved of and you knew so. 
Then he was besieged and murdered. After that you came to me 
willingly and asked me to accept your leadership. I am one oi 
you whose benefit and loss are the same as yours; and (md has 
opened up the door between you and the people of the Qibla [the 
Muslims]. Evils have assailed like the pieces of a dark night; and 
the weight of the government cannot be borne except by a man 
of forbearance, insight and aware of the affairs of this matter. Id 
you stay straight by my side* I will carry you on rbe path of yout 
Prophet (s.a.w.) and will implement among you whar 1 arn 
assigned to provided you remain steadfast* and God is the 
Helper, 

Let it be known that my position in relation to the Messenger 
□ f Cod (s.a.w.) after his death is the same as my position during 
Eds lifetime. So be committed to what you are commanded to 
and stop what you are forbidden to do. Do not make haste in 
anything until l clarify it for you, for we have reasons to present 
for whaLever you do not like. 
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C b apter Two: T b e lie fox m s of Imam H All (a, s.) 20 ] 

CoJ From above His heavens and Throne knows that [ was 
reluctant ro rule over the nation of Muhammad (s.a.w.) until you 
all agreed unanimously upon it, because I heard the Messenger of 
God (s.a.w.) say: Any ruler who rules the government after me 
wd] be .stopped at the edge of the Path (j mif) and the angels will 
open Ins hook of deeds. If he is a f ust ruler, God will save him 
fos his justice, and if he was a tyrant the Path will shake him .so 
violently riiat his joints will break apart and he will fall down lo 
Hdlfire, 1 he first thing that will hit Lhe fire will be 1ns nose and 
then the scorching of his face.” But now that you have agreed 
upon my rule, I cannot leave you.” 

Then he turned his face to his right and left and said: 

"Be aware, tomorrow* when your men are enticed by the 
woild, acquire gardens, make rivers gush out, ride on light- 
looted horses, and lake rheii own lair looking maids, if 1 prevent 
ihcTii from what they arc involved in and make them observe 
Lhcrir rights that they know well, no men of yours should 
disapprove, criticize, take it as shame and disgrace upon himself 
and say: The .son of Abu TaJib has deprived us of out rights”, 

Anyone of the Mtihafntn and the Avutr among the 
companions of the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) who thinks that he 
l.nas merit and virtue more than anyone else because of his 
companionship must know that the real virtue tomorrow is with 
Cod and Ins reward will be by Cod. Anyone who responds to the 
cah of God and HA Messenger, confirms our doctrine, enters 
on3 religion and faces towards our qihU will enjoy the rights of 
Islam and iLa laws. 

You are the servants of Allah, and wealth belongs to God, and 
n will be equally divided among you. Nobody has superiority in 
it over others, and God will reward the virtuous tomorrow with 
the best of rewards and greatest of blessings. God has not put tire 
ivorld as rewards for the pious, and what is with God is best for 
the good doers. 

By the will of God, when tomorrow comes, you must come to 
us so that we can divide among you the wealth that is with us, 
arid no Muslim should fail m showing up, Arab or non-Arab, 
rich or poor, ihrs was; whaL I had to say, 1 ask God*s forgiveness 
for myself and you.” 

He then descended the pulpit, 
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[lbn Abf a 14 la did says:] "Our masLer Abu Ja'far says: “This 
was the first speech of his (jus.) chat some did not like and they 
started to hate him and disapproved of distributing the wealth m 
equal shares. 

The next day, 'Ali {a.s.) came and the people gathered to 
receive their portion. He then said to his secretary 'Ubaydullah 
ibn Abi Raff; “Begin with the Muhfijirin. Call Litem and give 
three dinars to each person, then call the Artsdr and give them 
the same amount. A iter that, call all the present people, Arabs 
and non-Arabs and give them their portion." 

Salt! ibn Elunayf said: "G Commander of the Faithful! This 
man was rny servant yesterday and I freed him just today ” " AJi 
said: "We will give him the same portion as yours.” And he gave 
everyone three dinars and d:d not give anyone superiority over 
another. Talha, Zubair, 'Abdullah ibn ’Umar, Sfd ibn at-*As. 
Manvan ibn Hakatn and some men from. Quraysh and other 
tribes refused [to accept| such division. 

Abuja tar said: Ubaydullah ibn Abi Raij heard Abdullah ibn 
Zubair say to his father, Talha, Marwan and SaTd: “We know 
what 'Ali meant by his w r oids yesterday. 15 SaTd ibn a]-‘As turned 
toward Zaid ibn I habit and quoting the proverb: “It is you I am 
speaking to, but listen O neighbor!” 1 Then 'Ubaydullah ibn Abt 
RafT said to SaTd and 'Abdullah ibn Zubair: “God said in His 
Book: "But most of you were averse to the truth." 1 

Then 'Ubaydullah ibn Abi Raff reported the event to 'Ali 
(a.s.). He said: “By God, if I remain safe and sound [ will Lake 
them to the bright path. May God kill ibn aUAs! hit- found out 
from the words 1 said yesterday that [ meant him and his 
companions - the ones who are among the perished,” 

He |Abu jrj'farl said: “While people gathered in the mosque 
after dawn, Talha and Zubair ciiLered ajid sat in a corner away 
Item 'Ali (ci,s,). r i hen Marwan* SaTd and Ibn Zubair arrived and 
sat next to the two. Later on, a group of Quraysh joined them, 
and they whispered together for a while. 


J. i.r., he Vf'iU indirectly addressing us. 
2 . Qur'an, 43 7 H. 
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After that, Walrd ibn c Aqaba stood up,, went close to “All (a,s,) 
and said: il O Abu al-Hasanl You cut us from out near of kin 
(ruined us all). As for me, you killed my father in the battle of 
Badr so painfully and humiliated my brother in the event of 
Yijwm al-Bdr, As tor SaTd t you killed his father in the battle of 
Badr while he was a warrior of the tribe of Quraysh. As for 
Marwan, you humiliated ids father in front of "Uthmau when 
'Ufliman called and joined him to himself even though we are 
your brothers and peers from among the children of 'Abd 
Mu rial Today, we swear allegiance to you on the condition that 
you let us keep the possessions left to us from the time of 
'lithman and that you kill the murderers of 'Uthmirn. In truth, 
if we fear you, we will abandon you and join the people of 
Sham.” 

Then 'All (a.s.) said: “As for your saying that I have killed 
your near of kin (ruined you all), the Truth [God] did so to you 
(you deserved it); as for letting you keep your possessions, it is 
not permissible for me to dispense to you and others with the 
rights of God; as for killing the murderers of ’Uthman, if it were 
incumbent on me to do it, I would, kill them yesterday. However, 
it is your right upon me that if you fear tnc 1 will provide you 
with security, and if I fear you I should send you away.” 

Walld stood up and talked to his companions. Then they 
scattered around with the intention to express their hostility and to 
spread opposition. Once their hostility became evident, 'Ammar 
ibn Yasir said to his companions: “Make a move to go to these few 
b rot hers of yours, ns we heard their opposition and accusations 
toward their leader, Verily, the tyrants have penetrated among them 
and ZubaiT and the left-handed rebel, i.c, Talha,” 

Abu Haytham, ' Ammar, Abu Ayyub, Sabi ibn Ilunaif and 
another group with them stood up and went to 1 AI i (a,s,) and 
said: "O Commander of the Faithful! See inLo your affair and 
reprimand this group from Quraysh, since they have broken up 
their allegiance and promise to you and they have secretly called 
us lc abandon you -may God make you successful on your path, 
I'hc reason is that they do not like leadership and have no longer 
the spirit of following, When you treated the Arabs and the non- 
Arabs equally, they turned their back on you, maintained a 
liaison with your enemy and revered him, bringing up the 
vengeance for the murder of 'Uthman in order to create disunity 
among Muslims and coalition among the misguided. Now, 
whatever you say!” 
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'Ali (a.s.) came out [of has house] and ascended the pulpit, 
wearing a colorless shirt, dad in a Qatari coverleL with j sword 
fastened on his waist and leaning, on a bow. He add; "We praise 
God, our Lord, our God, our Protector, and our Benefactor; the 
One who granted us His apparent and unseen blessings as His favor 
to us without our power and ability, m order to test us [to see} 
whether we are grateful or ungrateful He who is grateful will receive 
more [blessings], and the one who is ungrateful will be punished, 
[Thus] The besL of people in the sight of Allah in status and the 
closest ol them to Him through their deeds are tire most submissive 
to His commands, ihe most committed to obeying Him, the most 
obedient to the smimi of His Messenger, and the most active in 
reviving the Qur'an. Nobody is superior in our view except by 
obedience to God and His Messenger. Here ts the Book of God 
among us, and the covenant and the si'ra [conduct and teachings] of 
the Messenger of God before us. No one is unaware of this fact but 
the ignorant defiant and denier of Truth. God Almighty says: "Q 
mankind! Indeed we created you from a male and a female, and mad? 
you nations atid tribes that you may identify with one a neither. Indeed the 
nob/est of you in she sight of Adah is the most Gudwdry among you T 1 

He then called out in a loud voice: "Obey Allah and tire Apostle, 
hut if they turn away, indeed Adah does not like ihe faithless : ' 2 3 

He then said: “"0 group ofMuhdjinn and An sad Do you count u as 
a favor to Allah that you have embraced Islam. Say, 'Da not count it. as a 
favor lo me yam embracing of Islam. Rat ha if is Allah who has done you 
a favor in that He has guided you to faith, should you he truthful/* 

Alter that he saEd"' "l am Abu aS-Hasanl” ([ I c would utter this 
Statement when in a fury.) Then he said: “Let it be known that this 
world that you desire and seek after and is the cause of your anger 
and happiness is not your home or your station for which you were 
created. So let it not deceive you! f have warned you against it. Seek 
die completion of God’s favor on you by exercising endurance in 
1 Its obedience and humility before His commands, glorified be 11 is 
praise." 

“In these assets, there is no superiority for any person over the 
other. These arc the assets of God who has commanded to be 
divided and you are Muslims the servants of God, and this is the 


E. Qur'an, 49: 13. 

2, Qur'an, 3:32. 

3. Qur'an, 49: J7. 
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Book of God to which we have admitted and surrendered. It is 
the covenant of our Prophet among us. Whoever is not comen l 
with it then let hirn go to wherever he wishes, for there is no fear 
for him who practices obedience to God and who judges 
according to God's commands." 

He then descended from the pulpit and performed two rak'ti s 
of prayers. He then sent ‘Animar ibn Yasit and J Abd a!-Rahman 
ibn His] aE-Qurashi for Talha and Zubait who were sitting in a 
corner of the mosque, They went to Talha and Zubair and called 
them lg 'AJi (a.s.). They rose, went to L Ali (a.s.) and sat next to 
him, 

'Ah (a.s,) told them: ' ! swear you by Cod, did you noi come 
to me obediently for allegiance acid asked me for it, whereas I 
■was reluctant towards it?" 

They said: "Yes.” 

lie said: “Wasn't it that you swore your allegiance to me and 
entrusted your covenant to rnc without force and compulsion?" 
They said: "Yes." 

He said: “So what has made you to do such tilings?" 

They said: “We swore allegiance to you on the condition that 
you do not do anything without our view, consult with us in all 
affairs and do not rule over us arbitrarily. Our superiority ovei 
others is evident to you. Then why do you divide properties, 
make decisions and do al! these without consulting and 
informing us?” 

'Ali (a.s.) said: “You protested against minor things but left 
out many other things, Seek God's forgiveness and He will 
forgive you. Tell me whether 1 prevented you from a right that 
was yours and wronged you thereby?” 

They said: “God forbid!” 

He said: “Did I choose anything for myself from these assets?” 

They, said: “God forbid!” 

He said: “Has anything happened concerning the rights of any 
of the Muslims or a precept [of the Faith] that I am unaware of or 
failed in?" 

They said: "God forbid!" 

He said; “So what work of mine do you dislike that made you 
decide to oppose me?” 
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They said: "You divide the property in a different way from 
that of 1 Umar »bn Khattab; you allotted the same portion to us 
as others, treating us and those who are not like m as equal m 
the spoils that God granted to us under the protection of our 
swords and our lances, and we laid our hand on them* on fool 
and on horseback and took them back by force and compulsion 
from those who did not surrender to Islam except by force. 

1 ,4li (a.s.) said: “As regards what you said about consulting 
wdh you, 1 swear by God that I was not inclined to rule. You 
called me to it and appointed me therein. 1 ieared that if 1 would 
re I use your proposal, disunity would arise among die nation. So 
when the government came to me. I looked through the huok oi 
God and the traditions of his Messenger and did what they 
guided me to do, 1 followed that [guidance] and l did not need 
your opinions or any other s. If something happens that is ncc 
stated in the book of God and whose proof ls not present in the 
traditions and requires consultation, 1 will o] course consult you. 

“As for dividing [property] and siol acting according to Lhe 
way of the caliphs, verily, it is nor something I have initially 
passed a ruling about; but you and I saw that the Messenger of 
God did so and Lhe Book of God to which falsehood has no 
access from neither ironl (now) nor back {ns future) and is sent 
by God die Most Wise and the Most Praised also orders such." 

"As for mv dividing the spoils gained by swords and lances 
among you and others equally, m the past there were also a 
group who were precedent over others in Islam who contributed 
to it by their swords and lances, but the Messenger of God did 
noL give them priority in dividing the spoils and did not grant 
them any advantages for their precedence in faith. Of course, 
God Almighty will reward the pioneers and the fighters on the 
Day of Resurrection. By God, you and others do not have 
anything beyond this with me, May God guide our hearts and 
yours toward the Truth and inspire patience and forbearance in 
all of us!” 

Then he said, “May God have mercy on the person who secs 
the trufh and supports iL r and when he sees the wrong, rejects it 
and he who helps Lhe truth against who is on Lhe wrong. 

[I bn Abl al-I;Iattid saysj Our master Abu J a Tar said: “It is 
reported that Talha and Zubair have said at the time of 
allegiance: w We swear allegiance to you on the condition that we 
participate in the government with you,” But r Ali (a.s.j replied ro 
them; “Ko, but you will share the spoils with me. 1 shall not 
prefer anyone of you over lhe others or over a slave tor a dirham 
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oi anything less than that. 1\ either I nor these two children of 
mine will do that. II you insist on participation, you will be my 
companions al the time of [my] weakness and need, not at the 
Lime of strength and resistance.” 

Abu Ja far says: "1 hey pur conditions that were not legitimate 
sn the 1 agreement of trusteeship 1 {'aqd al-Amdmi)\ and he set 
conditions that were necessary in religion and law. 

It js reported that An ban shouted from among the crowd! 

This is our reward from 'AH! In the event of f Uthman, we rose 
up in his favor until he was killed and when he attained his goal 
with our help, he placed our inferiors above us.” 


Jalha said: "We deserve reproach. We were in a council of 
three people; one of us, being Sa ( d, disagreed, but we two swore 
allegiance to him. What we had we left at his disposal and he 
withheld from us what he had m hh possession. Today, we see 
yesterday’s hopes gone with the wind and hold out no'hope of 
to m o rrow h c c a u se o f tod ay * s fa u ] t s, ” 


l Ibn Abl al-Hadld goes on to say] "If you say: “Abu Baler also 
made divisions equally but nobody objected to him as they did 
jji die time of the Commander of the Faithful, then what is the 
difference between these two eras?” I would answer: “Abu Bakr 
divided the assets equally following the Messenger of God 
(la.w.), When 11 Umar became a caliph and preferred one group 
to ano dier, this turned Into a habiL and previous manners were 
forgotten, and 'Umar’s government lasted too tong. Avarice and 
extravagance overwhelmed people’s hearts and the oppressed 
began to practice contented ness and they got used to it, There 
was no assumption for any of the two classes thal this situation 
would change. When ’Uthman took over the caliphate, he 
followed the footsteps of 'Umar in running the state Thus 
peoples trust in this way of ruling increased and it is hard to 
change what people are accustomed to. 


So, when the Commander of the Faithful took up the 
government, be was determined to bring the way of government 
b;-3ck to the way it was during the time of the Messenger of God and 
Abu Bakr, a way which had remained forgotten and unpracticed 


J. The original text {Shark Nabj d-Bafjghah) has ,r * 5 Am ana 
] ■TI L ■ a ojJ is imUftta. (Leadership) which is more pertinent as 


(Uusi)-. however, the 
per its context. 
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lot twenty two years, ['herefore this change was intolerable for 
people. They disliked it and saw it ton heavy for them to bear, to 
tlie extent that it was followed by the breaking of allegiance and 
disobedience, and God has His own decrees and lie carries them 
out/’ 1 

<53. Imam 'All (a.s.) —in his first sermon after the people’s allegiance 
to him following the assassination of ' Uthman; “Now, be aw.ire, 
nobody should care about anyone else except himself; one before 
whose eyes is the fire of Hell ;s distracted from Paradise [by 
thinking of the Hell], There are three groups [of people]; the 
hard-working straggler, the hopeful seeker, and the neglectful 
whose place is in the Fire. 1 here are two other groups: the angel 
who llies by two wings and a prophet whom God supports. 
There is no sixth," 

“Perished is he who claims, and he who plunges into (doubts) 
will tumble; both the right and the left are misleading and the 
middle way is the [right] Path; the Path on which are Lhe Qur'an, 
the j;r nna and the traces of Propheth o odT 

"God has cured [the pains of] this nation by two medicines; 
the whip and the sword. The imam is to have no leniency 
|towards wrong-doings]f so hide in your bouses and improve 
yourselves. Repentance is behind you. lhe one who rises to 
battle against the truth will be destroyed." 

There were things that took place wherein you are not 
excused for in my view and if I wanted to staLe them* f would. 
May God forgive what has occurred! Those two men left and the 
third one rose like a raven whose only concern is its belly. Woe 
on him! It would lx - better for him if his wings were clipped and 
his head cut off, 

Look (and listen carefully)! If you have not believed then 
deny, but if you recognize, then take action. There is right, and 
wrong and there are followers for each, If wrong dominates, it has 
always happened so in the past, and if truth goes down, that may 
one day gain power even though insignificant. It seldom happens 
that a thing that lags behind comes forward. If you return to 


l Sbarb Nahj al-Rnl^bab^ vol. 7, p, 36, Btpur al-A nwn r t vol. 32, p. 1(5, ! Also d. 
Nab; {il-BtUaghiih i Sermon 205 . 

Lvidcntly, die Imam (a.s.) means spec i ?.I situations, as his other words m 
cotjJfniTiration with opIc and also his practical way of life refer lo this point 

[The Author| 
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Yourselves (your senses), you will become fortunate. I fear that 
you remain in laxity; 1 have no other duty buL to be diligent” 

'Let it bo known that the pious of my family and the pure 
ones of them aie the most tolerant in childhood and the most 
knowledgeable in adulthood. Let it be known that we are the 
household that have acquired our knowledge from the Divine 
Knowledge,, we rule by Divine Command and we are committed 
to the sayings of a truthful person, if you follow our signs, you 
will be guided by our insight; otherwise Allah will destroy you 
with our hands. The banner of Truth is with us. Those who 
follow it will reach [us] and those who turn their back on it will 
perish." 

"Let il be known that through us the failings of the faithful 
will be made up for and through, us the loop of humiliation will 
be removed from your necks. Il [Guidance] begins by us, rather 
than by you and it ends by us, rather than by you.” 1 

64. Imam 'All (a.s.) - from what he said when he was sworn 
allegiance lo m Madina: L 1 take the responsibility for what I say 
and I am answerable for it. He who takes lessons from (God's) 
punishments that afflicted the people in the past is prevented by 
piety from falling into doubts,” 

“Be aware that the same Lest and trouble which existed when 
the Prophei fs.a.w.) was first sent has returned, by ITim who sent 
the Prophet with truth you will be severely tested, bitterly sieved 
as a thing that is sieved, and fully mixed as by spooning in a 
cooking pot until your low persons become high a ml high ones 
become low and those who were ahead sir a 11 remain behind.” 

"By God, I have neither concealed a single word nor spoken, 
any lie, and I bad been informed of this event and of this time. 
Beware that sins are like unruly horses on which their riders have 
been placed and their reins have been let loose so that they 
would jump with them into Hell. Indeed., piety is like trained 
horses on which the riders have been placed with the reins in 
their bands Lo take (Item to the Heaven.” 


I. ai-inhuiL vol L p 239, iXat&r al-Dnrr c voI I, [i, 270, ai-Bayim •ma al T&hyi jj.. vo|, ;. 
p id, i\ 1 Iqd ai-FaruL vol. 3, p. I lit. 
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‘There right and there is wrung and. there arc followers lor each. If 
wrong dominates, tt has always been so in the past and d truth gees down, 
thar too lias oiten occurred, ft seldom happens that a thing that is gone 
should return. J, “ 

65. Imam '.Ah (a.s.) from what he said after being sworn allegiance to Jor 
the caliphate. Some people from among the companions of the 
Prophet (sui.w.) said ro him: "You should punish the people who 
assaulted 'Urhman/' He (a.s.) answered: ‘‘O My brothers' I am nor 
ignorant ol v/huL you know, hut [sow do I have the power test it while 
those who assaulted him are in the height of their power? They have 
power over us and we do nni have power over them. 

I hey arc those with whom your slaves have risen and the Bedouins 
have joined, lliey are now among you and harming you as they like. 
Uo you sec that you have any power to gain what you Want? This is 
certainly an act oi the predrianne period {al-Jabilty-ya) and these people 
have still roots in that period. When the matter ss taken up, people will 
have different views about it. One group will sec as you do, but 
another will sec what you do not ace and there will be still another 
group who will be neither this way nor that way. Be patient rid I the 
people calm down and hearts settle in their places so that rights can be 
easily achieved for the people. Lei me he calm, anti see what comes to 
you from me [wail lor my order]. Do riot do anything that can shatter 
your power, weaken yout strength and create feebleness and disgrace. I 
shall control this affair as far as possible (not resorting to a war], but if 
I find it necessary, the last Treatment will of course he branding with a 
hot iron |through wur]T J 


I Nab; al-Balaghtik, Serin on 16, at-JUfi, veil. 8, p. 67, h 2d ft is quoted m ai-KaJs 
narrating, from 'AM ihu Ri’afc and Ya'qub .iE—5'urraj who have quoted this 
sermon from Imam al-Sadiq :m the authority of'AH Us.), however, ibis book 
contains die additional statement as follows: “Doocs of paradise were opened 
up to lberr. ,md they scented its hagi.pur. It was said to them, 'Enter you here i* 
pt'MY ttttdKt.nrity! Let it be known that lie lias preceded me in tins affair whom [ 
■have not shared I herein, to whom 1 have imt given it (caEiphat), .md fur whom 
lhere is no way to gain save through a prophet in be sent forth. However, there 
will be no Prophet aheT Muhammad (s.a.w.) (He got the position by 
usurpation) - [for that reason] be w n placed on the brink of a collapsing bank, 
which collapses with him into the fire of hell. 
Layvid al-Shacif at-Rudi says: Tn this small speech there is more beauty than 
can be appreciated, ,mJ we Hence aroused by u is more :han the a pj venation 
accorded to if Despite whal we have stated it Has so many aspects of eloquence 
that cannot he expressed nor can anyone reach its depth and tio one can 
understand wEiai [ am saying unless one has attained this ail and known its 
details." " ..hut no uiirgiaipi them except fhtue who have knowledge." QutAn 
2. Nab} al-&nla%hsh. Sermon Tdnkh at-'iabari, vol 1, p, i37, M«Wm al-Fitax, 
vol, l, p. m. 
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Dismissing ‘UthmaiTs Administrators 

■lift. 7 'a rikh & I- 1 a 'if m h t, “ £ Ali (a.s.j dismissed 'Uchmyufs administrators 
from the cities, except Abu Musa al-AsiTari whom Malik aI- 
Ashtar recommended, so he was kept in office." 1 

Ci7. al-Iklttifdr. “People gathered around f Ali (a.s,) and said to him; 
"Appoint your opponents as governors and then dismiss them.” 
c Ah (a.s.) said: "Cheating, deception and treachery are in Pi re." 1 

68. AI-Afnali — narrating from Sahlm: "When allegiance was sworn to 
the Commander of the Faithful ‘Air ibn Abi Talib (a.s.), he was 
informed that MuTiwiya had refused to pledge allegiance and 
had said; I f he reinstalls me as governor of Sham and gives me 
back the responsibilities that TJthman had assigned to me, 1 will 
swear allegiance Lo him,” 

After this, al-Mughayra came Co die Commander of the 
Faithful and said; tL Q Commander of the Faithful! You know 
MVawiya very well and that the ruler before you appointed him 
as the governor ol Sham, Appoint him with the same post so 
that the situation will not lose order, then if you happen to 
change your mind, dismiss him,” 

The Commander of the Faithful said; "O Mughayra! Do you 
guarantee it ay life in between his appointment and his dismissal?” 

He said, “NoT 

Ah (a.s.) said; “Would rsot God Almighty ever ask me how 1 
installed him over two Muslims in the darkness of the night?” 
" ■ aNot do 1 I’Vi/h those mho mislead ns assistants "I Iowever, ] will send 
for him and call him to what is with me from the Truth. If he 
complies, he is considered as a Muslim who has rights and duties like 
those of others, and if he refuses, 1 will complain of him to God.” 

Mughayra returned while saying: “Then complain of him", 
and recited: 


I , Tznkh al- Yu \pikt , vol, 2. p. 1 79. 

2. (fi-lkbrisast p. ISO, Ftibdral-Anwnr, vo[, 4p, p. 105- 
.1 Qur’an, us: 51. 
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'7 advised Alt about (he son of Hath, 

He rejected the advice andfate will not give him a second chance. 

He did not accept my advice that l came to him with, 

And that advice was sufficient for him. 

Others sard to him the best and most sincere of advices. 

And / said lo him that this advice is p rice less} 

6!h TdrTkh aif abaci —narrating from 1 bn 'Abbas: "'Uthmaei summoned 
me and appointed me in charge of Hajj pilgrimage. I left for Mecca 
and prepared lEic people's affairs for the Hajj pilgrimage and read 
‘Uihnaail’s letter to them. I then returned ro Madina and L Ali (a.s.) 
was sworn allegiance to, so i went to his house and I found ah 
Mughayra ibn Shu ha who was meeting him privately. 1 was kept cA 
the door until al-Mughayra came cut and I asked him; 'What did 
this person [al-Mughayra] say to you? 1 2 

I he Imam said: '’He has said to me more than once before: 
"Send letters to 'Abdullah ibn ‘Amir, Mu'Swiya and to the 
agents of Uthman and reinstall them lo their previous posts so 
that they would be able to let people swear allegiance to you. 
They can convince the people and calm down tire towns." I 
rejected bis proposal from that day and said: tl Ry God, if there is 
only one hour left of my life, I will make attempt to maintain 
my notions and I will never give authority to these people nr let 
anyone like them to enter the government.”" 

He | A1 1 J (a.s.) then said: So, lie [al-MughayraJ then leii me 
iind 1 knew that he believed that I was wrong, until he came lo 
me again this time and said: ‘7 gave advice to you the previous 
time and you rejected it, now I have come with another 
proposition that you do as you wish and dismiss them and seek 
the help of your trusted figures. Sufficient is God and these 
people have become weaker than ever before. 11 

Ibn 'Abbas said; “I told ‘AEi (a.s.): Ihe first time he [al-Mughayraj 
gave advice to you, but in the second time he has betrayed you.” 


1. nl-Anuih by al-Tusi P p. it. h. m, Rkhetm H-Musufd, p 263, Matusih Ah ibn Ahi 

Talib, voL 3, p. 155, 

2 . It is stated in aJ-KamUp!al- Txnkh :is follows. "[ rejected Eiis propose] slid: "1 

w]Ji not comprtsini.se in my faith mid will nox submit to disgrace m my 
actions, “ 
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' Ali (a,.s,) said lo Ibn ' Abbas: “How did he give me advice?” 
fbn "Abb a s said; “You know that Mu'awiya and his 
companions are worldly oriented. If you reinstall them, they do 
not care who is running Lhe government, and if you dismiss 
them., they will say; 'He has taken the government without 
consultation and has killed our chief 1 They will stir up people 
against you and then the people of Sham and the people of Iraq 
will rise up against you, furthermore 1 am not sure that Talha 
and Zubair would (not return to you) and attack you A 

Aii (a.s.) said: ''As for your recommendation to reinstall 
them, by God, I have no doubt that this will be helpful for 
improvement of the transient worldly life. But based on my 
commitment to rhe truth and according to my knowledge of the 
administrators of ' Urhman, I swear by God that I would never 
appoint any one of them to the government, If they submit to 
this [situation]) it would be better lor them and if they turned 
their back, l will draw sword against them, 11 

Ibn Abbas said: tl Accept my words, enter your house, go to 
your properties in Yanbu" 1 and close the door behind you, 
because the Arabs will make a move and then disperse and then 
you will find no one but yourself By God, if you use up with 
them today, they will impose on you the vengeance for the 
m u rd er of "Uthman.” 

'Ali (a.s.) refused and said to Ibn 'Abbas; “Leave for Sham! f 
appointed you as the governor of that region,” 

Ibn 1 Abbas said: “This is wrong, Mu'awiya is a man from the 
Umayyad tribe and is TJthman’s cousin and his administrator 
in the Sham region, I will nor be sate from him beheading me in 
revenge for the murder of 'Ijthman, or at the least, he will 
imprison me or treat me in whatever way he wishes,'' 

'Ali (a.s.) asked him: "Why?" 

Ibn Abbas said: Because of the kinship between you and 
me. Whatever He intends lo impose upon you, will impose on 
me therefore send a letter to Mu'awiya and oblige him and make 
promises to him,” 

L AJi (a.s.) refused and said., “By God, this will never happen 


I A small Limn near Madina with spring?,- ,tnd orchards, 

2. Tmkh ai-Tabarf, vol. 4 , p. ras. Also cf. Muf&j al-Dhabab, vol. 2, r . 364, al-KAmil /r 
til-Td r?kh t vol. 2, p. a rift. 
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7U.. Shark N&hj al-Bdldghah — narrating from ai-MadaTni reporting 
on the meeting in which I bn 1 Abb as and Mu'awiya were present: 
"al-Mtighayra ibn Shu'ba said; “Indeed, by Cod. I gave advice to 
“Ali Qa,) and he preferred his own view and went on with liis 
excessiveness which ended up to his loss rather than to his 
benefit and I suppose his people will follow his manner," 

Ibn 'Abbas said; "By God, the Commander of the faithful 
was more informed and aware of the various opinions, places of 
prudence and handling of situations than to accept your council 
in what God has forbidden and disapproved of, “Yan will not 
find a people believing in AH ah and the Last Day endearing those who 
oppose Allah and Ills Apostle, .T 1 , and he informed you of the 
Clear Reminder [The Qur'an] and a recited verse, which is the 
saying oil Ilis Almighty: l \.j\or do 1 take those who mislead ns 
assistants.'' 

Was it permissible for him to assign people who were not 
trustworthy and confidential to him, to the public treasury and 
[jfe of the Muslims? Far from it! Far from it! He is too aware of 
divine obligations and the traditions of I lis Messenger to harbor 
in his heart contrary to what he expresses, unless for the sake of 
dissimulation itdqiyya) and there is no room for dissimulation 
here, with the clearness of the truth, sl ability of the hearts and 
large amount of companions! He moves on like an unsheathed 
sword towards implementing God's commands, preferring 
obedience to his Lord and being God-fearing over the views of 
the worldly-minded.”' 5 

2/3 

Refunding Public Assets 

71. Imam 'Ali (a.a.) -delivered when taking back the land grants 
made by ' Uthman: “By God, even if I had found that women 
were married by such money or slave-maids have been obtained 
by it, 1 would have returned it back because there is an 
expan si vert css in |ustice and he who finds justice hard and 


1 Qur an, SH: 22. 

2 Qur'an, l£: 5 3. 

3- Shaw Mrjfr; ni Balagheth, vol $, p. Sot, Bihar dAni^at, vol. <12, p. m 
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constricting should find it harder to deal with injustice/ 11 * * 

72. Shark Nabj al Baldghah — al-Rylbi has attributed this sermon in 
the form ol a matfua tradition" to Abu Salih who has quoted it 
from Ebn 'Abbas: "On the Second day of his allegiance, L A f i (a.s.) 
gave a lecture in Madma,. saying: 

Verily, any land that 'U thin an has granted and any wealth 
from God's property that he has given as gift will be taken back 
to the Public Treasury. Nothing nullifies the previous rights and 
H I find these properties, I will restore them to their rightful 
place., even if they were given as a marriage port ton to women or 
distributed among cities because there is an expansiveness in 
justice and he who finds it hard to act justly should find it 
harder to deal with injustice;” 

The interpretation of this statement is that: If it is hard for an 
administrator to manage affairs on the basis of justice, it would 
be harder [or him to do it on the basis o( injustice, for the uniusr 
is always in a position that he might be prevented and averted 
from his injustice, 

ai-Kalbi. said: "He f'AliJ (a.s,) then ordered all the weapons 
Stored in Uthmaifs house which were used against the Muslims 
to be con 1 1 seated. He ordered that the camels that were at hi.s 
Elouse and were fiore the alms to be collected and they were 
seized. He (a.s,) also ordered that his sword and shield be 
confiscated, and he instructed that no action should be taken in 
regard to the weapons whidi were not used to fight against 
Muslims and also avoid Laking hold oi his properties whether in 
his house or in other places- lie ordered that the assets given 
away by TJthman, wherever and with whomever Lhey were, To be¬ 
taken back,” 

Hie news of this treatment reached ‘Arm ibn 4 As, who was in 
Ayk m Sham, where he had fled to when people assaulted 
'Utliman. He sent a feller [from therej to Muawiya saying, “Do 
whatever you wish. The son of Abu Talib separated you from 
your wealth* j ust like the bark cut off from a walking stick. ^ 


1 J ' V k’ d-Balagbah, Sermon is, Man&qib \Ali Ibn A hi J\ihb, vol i, p. i y, D#\i *m 

ailiidtri, vol. i, p. 396 . 

-■ A htulirh interrupted in its chain of transmission 

it SbdrhNilbj trf-B&lighah v vqJ. I, p. im. 
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The Difficulties of Certain Reforms 

73. Imam 'Ali (a.s.); “If my steps stay firm in these slippery places, I 
will alter [many] things,” J 

74. al-Kdji -narrated by Sulaym ibn Qays: “The Commander of the 
Faithful gave a speech praising and glorifying God and giving 
salutations lo the Prophet (s.a.w.). He then said: 

“There are two features that I fear for you most: following 
desires and [having] long hopes. As for following desires, it bars 
one from the Truth, and as for long hopes, it makes one forget 
the Hereafter. Indeed the world is [departing) turning its back 
and the Hereafter is upcoming, each one having us own children 
[i.e seekers], Be the children of the Hereafter and not the 
children of this world, as today is the day of action not of 
reckoning and tomorrow is the day of reckoning not of action, 

J he cause of the trials and seditions are the desires that are 
followed and the laws that are innovated, in which (seditions) 
the laws of God are disobeyed and by which some men take 
authority over others. 

Verily, if truth had not been intermingled with falsehood no 
conflicts would have existed and if falsehood had not been 
intermingled with the truth, it would not have been concealed 
from the people of wisdom. But some from each have been 
t^ken s intermixed and are shown together. Thereby the Satan 
dominates over its followers and only those whom Allah has 
already promised blessings will be far from hell [are saved jT 
“Verily 1 heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) say: "How will 
you be when sedition befalls upon you in which the children 
grow up and the elderly age, People will follow according Lo 
these seditions and consider them Sumtah. [tradition] and if a 
pari of it is altered they would cry out that the tradition has been 
changed and people have committed a wrong act! Adversities 
will then mount, children will be taken captive, iniquities will 


I iVabj nl-Ballfthak Sermon 272, Ghunu af-Hiknm, Ei im, Vy-xn MU hum Met «/- 
Mawx A, p. A IS, li. 7060, 
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overtake them as tire overtakes dry woods and millstone rubs away the 
bed stone. [ hey will acquire [religious knowledge for other than Cod, 
learn nor for Lhc sake o£ practice and seek worldly gains by means of 
[selling] the hereafter * 

Then while a group of his near ol kin, close companions and 
followers were around him he said: 

‘The previous governors acted jn sudl a way that they purposely 
opposed Lhc Messenger of God (s.a.w.) and. broke their allegiance to 
him and altered his tradition {tunnel). 3. 1 prompted people to give it 
up and turned it baok to its original position ns it was; during tile 
lime of the Messenger of God fso.w,), [lie troops would slay away 
I torn me and i would be left alone or would only be with a .small 
group of my followers who knew rny virtue and were aware of the 
necessity of my leadership which is based on 1 lie Book of God 
Almighty and the tradition of the Prophet fs.a.w.’i." 

11 1 were to order the Stathtt r>/ Abraham (a.s.) iu be taker, back to 
its original place where the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) had Said if, to 
reiurn Fa dak to the mheritors of l-'atima fa.sc), to return tile measure 
stale fYcr"] ot the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) to its origin a [ measurement, 
ro implement the land grants that rhe Messenger of God (s,a.w) 
bestowed on some but they were not handed over to ilium, to return 
JaMar s house to his inheritors and separate ii from the Mosque, to 
nullify the unjust judgments, to separate the women who have been 
unrightfully married lo men and return them hack to their husbands, 
to carry out God's ordinances about these women, to take laghlab’s 
children captive/ ro take hack lhc Lands divided out m Khaybar to 
close down offices of grants' and Lo provide equal grants like rhe time 
of Lhc Messenger of Cod (s.a P w r ) and prevent circulation of assets 
among the rich, to cancel taxes levied on lands and to promote equality 
in marriages, to implement the khums of the Prophet as God has 
ordained and made obligatory, to reshape the Mosque of lhc Prophet 
back lo its original form, to dose the opened up doors and Lo open 
the doors dosed, to forbid wiping of Lhc shoes [in ablution instead of 
the feet|, to administer punishments {Imdd} for drinking wine, to allow 
e: he L wo ly pes of Mur 1 ;. 11 e m porary m arriage - mitt'ain7 I fajj ind mui "aiu 7 
tu.t ff|, to order the [number of] takhin |saying ANdb akbar\ in (he 


I A measure trial is common among Muslims whicl weighs four muddx (n.buut l 6 
kg.j; however, according to some Lradiiiims, the Prophefs measure weighed five 
mudd'i {Shtirh Mulla Salih, vol \\.p j.'.'j,.) 

- I’hcy were not people ei Dhimma, thus taking them captive was permissible In 
rhe time ot 'Umar, be compromised with ihem by exempting them from paving 
tax and they paid &tkar twice as much Instead. {Mir'al al-'Uquh vol 15, p. U4.) 
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prayer performed for the dead to he five, to have people reeire bi-imi 
’fitah al -Rubwan n't Rahim loudly in prayersi, lo take our from the 
mosque tEiose who were broug.hr m next to the Messenger of God 
(s.s.w.j while lie had expelled them and to bring back those who the 
Messenger of God (s.a.w.) had brought in but were expelled, to order 
people to obey the commands of God and divorce on the basts of the 
traditions {sunn a), to collect all religious I axes iyadnqiits) in their 
various types and amounts, to rake (the rules of) minor ablution 
(bum/#), major ablution (ghusl) and prayer {Salat) hack to their original 
time and srafus and rules, to return the people of Najran back to their 
homes, fo change the way of treating the captives of Persia and of 
other origins back to the way commanded by the Book of God and the 
traditions of the Messenger of God. then they would disperse from 
around me, 

11 By God, f ordered people not to perform prayers in the month of 
Ramadan in congregation except for the obligatory prayers and 
instructed them that, congregation in supererogatory prayers is an 
innovation {tad a), Suddenly some of the soldiers who were in my 
company screamed out: F 'Q People ol Islam! The tradition of 1 2 1.1 mar 
has been changed. He is preventing us from performing supererogatory' 
prayers m Ramadan.” E was afraid dial [if I bad not cancelled this 
order' the deviators from the right path and callers to the fire would 
have aroused disunity among some of my troops. 

From this l [also] gave Lbc share of the relatives | of the Prophet (sui.w.)j 
about whom Cod Almighty has .said: “Know that whatever thing yon may 
come hy, a fifth oj it ts for Allah ami the Apostle, for the relatives and the 
orfihans, for the needy and the traveler, if you have faith in Allah and what we 
ienf down t> i On j servant on the Day of Separation, the day when the two hosts 
met; and Allah has power oner ail things By God, we are those meant by 
'the relatives', whom God has mentioned in association with Himself and 
His Messenger, as He Almighty said: "The spoils that Allah gave to His 
Apostle from the people of the townships,. are for Allah and the Apostle, the 
reutfives and the orphans, the needy and the trawl#.. ," J Meaning us, “ , ,so that 
they do not circulate, between the rich among you lake whatever the Apostle gives 
yon, and relinquish whatever he forbids you, and be wary of Alia hf He has 
|further] said about the injustice to the relatives of the Frophei: ‘'Indeed 
Allah is sene re in retribution" 4 for those who oppress them. This is a form oj" 
gmee from Him Almighty to us and richness by which God has made us 
Iree from need and He has instructed Hi's Messenger so. 


1 . Qur'an, &; 41, 

2, i, 4. Qur'an, W: 7. 
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Chap ter Two; The Reforms of Imam 'Ah (a. 5 ,) 

God did riot allocate for 115 a portion in the share of alms. He 
gave honor to His Messenger and He made us Lire Ahlul Eayt 
greater than to teed us from the remnants of the people.. I'hcy 
denied God and denied His Messenger, repudiating the Book of 
God that speaks about our rights and they deprived us that 
whieh God has allocated for us. There is no family of any 
prophet who has endured so much suffering and hardship front 
his community as we have suffered after [the passing away of] 
our Prophet (y.a,w.). God supports its against those, who have 
oppressed us and there is no power and no strength save in God 
the Exalted, the .Supreme,” J 


]. ttl-Kafii vol. fc, p. 58, h 21 r aljpiijqj, vol. t, p 626 , h J 46 , Kitib Stskym /bn Qgvs 
vol, p. ?je t L us. 
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Chapter Three 
Administrative Policies 

3/1 

Honesty in Policy 

75. Imam r AIi (a.s.): “Far be it! I ltd n not been for God-wariness, I 
would have been the craftiest of Arabs." 1 2 

76. Imam 'Ah (a.ji.)r "O People! If perjury were not repulsive, I would 
be the craftiest of people. Verily every perjury is an offence and 
within every offence there is disbelief and unthankfulness. Verily 
perjury offences and betrayal all lead to Hel 1ftre.^ 

77. Imam 'Alt (a.a.): "By God, Mu r awiya is not craftier than l am, but 
he practices deception ami commits debauchery and were it not 
for the hideousness of deception, 1 would have been the craftiest 
of all people. Bul every kind of deception is a sin and every sin is 
disbeliej [in God], Ihere will be a banner tor every deceiver by 
which he will be known on the Day of Resurrection. By God, 
neither artifice can catch me by surprise nor shall 1 be 
overpowered by hardship/*' 1 

7S. Imam Alt (a.s,) -in his instructions to Malik al-Asbrarr “If you 
bind an agreement between yourself and your enemy or give him 
quarter in a protective covenant your agreement 

in good faith and tend to your covenant with fidelity. Make 
yourself a shield for what you have granted; for men, do not 
unite more firmly in any of the obligation (imposed upon them) 
by Cod than attaching importance to fidelity in agreements 
despite the division among their sects and the diversity of their 
opinions. The idolaters 


1. vy], e, p. 24, h- 4, GhutiiT a'-IJikunu h_ S004I, 'Uyiiti fG-Hiknm mu sn’- 

M.aw&'ig, [i. %\2, Ji L >322. 

2. al-Ksfi, voI, 2, p. .Vl*. h. ri, Bihar 'al-Jln-axii, vol, 3.3, p. i.w, li tj?j 

.1 Nahj d-Balagbab, Sermon 200, YattAbi' aJ-Mawadda, vol. I, p 4 vi. al-Mi*ydr wa ,J- 
Mawy^m, p. ]66. 
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also adhered to that (honoring agreement) among themselves by 
reason of evil consequences of treachery that they had seen. 
So never betray your covenant; never break your agreement and 
never deceive your enemy,” 


3/2 

Commitment to Truthfulness 

79. Imam r Ali (a.s.): “Indeed* the best oi people according to God are 
those for whom acting according to the truth [enforcing the 
truth] is more beloved -even though it brings hardship or grid- 
than the wrong —even though it brings them benefit and 
increase,” - 

fiO. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “bet not protecting of someone's rights prevent 
you from executing the rights [of other] against him/ 0 

81. dl-Jrshdd: "When the Commander of the Faithful (a.s,) set out for 
Basra, lie stopped at a village by the name ofTidbadha' * 2 3 4 where he 
wss met by the last of the Haj] pilgrims who gathered around 
him in hts tent Lo listen to his speech. 

Ibn c Abbas said: “I went lo 'Alt (a.s.) and saw- him -stitching 
his shoes, so 1 said lo him: “Our need for you to set in place our 
affairs is greater than whal you are doing* He did not say 
anything until he finished stitching his shoe, placing it next ro 
the other one. He then said; "Wli&r is the price of these?” 

I said: "They have no value/' 

He said: "Whatever value they have (tell me)!” 

I said: "Half a dirham /’ 


I Nahj a{-Batagha.h i Letter c rt, Khm^'n p. I'a, Tuhafal ’Uqxl, p. 145 . 

2. Nahj dl-Bahighahi Sermon !25, Waq‘at Si-ffln, p M2, Tsinkh ul-Tahan, vof. V p.ft" 

3. Ghumr al-Hiketm, h. 1032.8, 'Vyun alllikam al-Mawd 7^ p 5211, h. %2<l. 

4. A village between Mecca and Madina where Ah.i Dharris butied 
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He said; "By God, they have more value to me i h,m the ruling 
over you, unless I can establish a rights and repel a wrong/' 1 

82- Imam r AFi (a,s.) -in the battle of Siffin: "By God, J did not delay 
die war even for a day except in the hope that some group may 
join me and find guidance through me. This is more beloved to 
me than to kill them while they are misguided, even though they 
will be bearing their own sins,' 1 * 

S3, Imam Ali (a,s.) -complaining about some of his companions 
who had inclinations towards MiTawt'ya: "'Woe onto them! 
Towards whom are they inclined and they too invite me along 
with them? By God, ! did not want them except for the 
establishing of rights while others want them to bring about 
falsehood/ 3 " 

84, Imam Ali (a.s.) Jo the people of Egypt when he appointed 
Malik al-Ashtar as then; Governor; “Now I have sent to you a 
man from among the servants of God who allows himself no 
sleep during days of danger nor does he shrink from the enemy 
ar critical moments. F ie is severer on the wicked than the blazing 
of a fire. He is Malik ibn A.shtar, from (the tribe of) Madhhifi so 
listen to him and obey his orders when they ate according to the 
tru tfi,” 

N5, Imam f Ali (a.s,) -m his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: "Impose 
the right upon whomsoever it is incumbent, whether he is 
related to you or not, Be patient and look for your ultimate 
account, even though n may affect your relatives and close 
friends. Desire the ultimate end tn that of ii (imposing the right) 
which weighs heavily against you, Seek its outcome with all its 
difficulties, for its outcome will be praiseworthy,”’ 

Sti. Imam 'Ali (a.y,)i "Adhering to the truth will bring about 
mightiness/ 1 

87. Imam Ali (a.*.); '‘People will be inclined lo him who acts 
according to the truth/ 1 "' 


J, ai-frxh&df vol l, p. 2-.1 Nnhj al-Balaghab, .Sermon si.. Biff st aiAtj.-,var, voJ jo, p. 11 
h. yfj_ 

"• A'- 1, * * 4 * * 7 A xi-R t i;4xh<}b, ,Scmuj]i ss, Bihar ai-sUmdr, vol, a2, p h, 4M. 

3- Ttinkh aLYfi 'qubit Vol. 2, p. 1S4 

4 . A 'ah/ al-Butldgbah. Lcttej is, Bihnr fdAwit>ar m vy|. jl p. 5'J.S, !j. 74i 

x Nahj ai-Bah$%bab x Letter 53 , Kha&ii til A 'intma, p. isj, T&hvful-Uqul,? m.$ 

Ghuyar d l-Hikn w, h. 4 S 3 2 , 'Uyjtii al-Ilikaw wm :il-hiawA 7^, p. ifiy, !i 5497, 

7. (ibftrfrr al-Hikftm, h Uytt# al-IUk&m wu al-Mafod'.ifa p. -1 no. h. list,2 
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8H, i in-3. m Ali (a.s.); “He who endeavors to establish the truth will 
succeed,” 1 


3/3 

Commitment to Law 

S9. Imam al-IUcjir: “He |'AIi] fa,s.) arrested a man from the tribe of 
ham Asad to carry out a punishment. His people gathered to 
mediate for him and asked Hasan (a.s.) to go along with them," 

"He [Hasan] (a.s.J said: "Go to him ['AtiJ (a,s,) for he is better 
aware of your affairs.” 

I hey went lq him and brought up their issue. 

1 le said: “Ask me for anything which is at my disposal and I 
will grant it to you.” 

They left him, thinking they were successful, Hasan (a.s,) 
asked them about what happened between them and they said: 
“We have come with the best of results^ and told him the story. 

He said: "Do whatever you need to do for your friend when 
he is being punished," 

'' Ah (a.s.) took him out and carried out the punishment on 
him, and he then said: “By God this (execution of punishment! 
is an issue out of my power [rather, it is God’s command]T 2 
al-Gbdrdi -in a report about the poet al-Najashu “In the battle nf 
Sifnn, ahNajashr was 'Ah s (a.s,) poet. He drank wane in Kufa and the 
Commander ol the faithful fa.s.) executed the punishment on him. 
He became angry and joined Mifawiya and dispraised 'Ali fa.s,).... 

When 'Ah (a.s.j punished al-Naiashl. those from among his 
companions from the Ya manly ah tribe got angry and the closest 
of them lo C A!i (a.s,) 4 Tariq ibn 'Abdullah Nahdi, went to him 
and said: "O Commander of the Faithful] Wc did not imagine 
that the sinners ,md the obedient, the separatists and allies, are 
equal before the leaders of justice and the fountainheads of 
virtue until I saw your treatment of my brother Harith Jal- 
Najash'iJ, You pinned our hearts, dispersed our affairs and you 
made us choose a road which wt previously thought that he who 
walks on it will be led to I lellfire,” 


1 (rbxrartzl-Hikflm, h, ftbM, Uyku a'i-Hika m wa alMnwn 'j'g;; p. 440, h . 165 a. 

2, Manaqib Ali tbv Abf Tdlib , vol. 7, p L47. D&'&’im ttl-hlam, vol 2 , p. 443, h. 
Bi&dr al-An-mr, vv t 4L, p. % h. 1, 
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tL< Ali (a, s.) said: n t ,.and if is indeed hard except fir the bumble*' 
O Brother from Baul Nithdl Was he not a Muslim man who 
violated one oi Cod’s sanctities and we executed against him the 
penalty which was his expiation? God Almighty has said: "...and 
ill feeling for a people should never had you to be unfair. Be fair: then 
is nearer to (SodwannessA 1 ' 

See, 7/10: "Equal Execution of Legal Punishments cm the 
Near of Kir, and Strangers’' 


3/4 

Never Compromising 

91. The Messenger of God (s.a.w.): “Keep your tongues from 
criticizing Ali ibn Abu Talib (a.s.J, for tie is strict in matters 
related to God A]mighty and is uncompromising m his fniidu”' 1 

92 + Imam "Ali (a,s.)j “No one can establish the rule of God Almighty 
except he who shows no compromising (in the matter of rights), 
and who does not make himself abject and does not go after 
objects of greed. 11 ' 1 4 5 

93. Imam ‘AJi (a.si.) -when people decided to swear allegiance to turn: 
"Know that it I respond to your request I will lead you as I know 
and would not listen to whatever one may say or abuse,” 6 


I Qur'an, 2 - a?. 

— Qur'an. 3: 8. 

3 ai Gharar. vol 2, p. 533 & Mitnaqib 'Ali ibn Mf Tdiib „ vol. 2, p. |n, 

4. ctl-Inh&d vol I, p.. 173, Ksshj tii-Gbumnia, vy| i, p, z.ift, Stbdr atAnwrir. v lj ] . ?l p. 

JJiS, It. Hi. 

5. Nshj idBaldgbafr, Aphorism 110, 'Uyan al-ljiknm wa ai-Mami Xt, p. 541, h. HW32, 

also c it, i \ 7 aihr al-Durr, vol. l 3 p. 292. 

G Nabj al-Bsidgbtth, Sermon 92, Mandqih 7 W ibn Abl Tdiib, vol 2, p, m, Bihar al- 
Anitffir, vol- 32. p. 35, h. 23. 
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94* I m3 eel + Ali (aj,): "By my life, there will be no compromising nor 
slackening From me in fighting against one who opposes the 
right or gropes tn misguidance. O creatures of God! Fear God 
and (Ice from (The wrath of) God unto God (Ills Mercy), 

95. Imam 'AH (a'j.)i "I would not compromise in my religion, nor 
would 1 be villainous in my affairs."' 1, 

%. Hilly at al-Awliya -narrating from r Abd a 1-Wahid ahDimashql: 
“Khawshab al-Khayrl called out to 'Ah (a.s.) in the battle of 
Sifiin and said: '*O Son oi Abu Talib! Forsake us! be mindful of 
God as regards, to our blood and yours. We leave you with the 
taml of Iraq and you leave us with the land oi Sham and preserve 
the blood of the Muslims. 11 

'All (a.s.) said: “Far from ill G Son of IImm Zahm! By God, if 
1 knew that I could compromise sn the religion of Cod, I would 
do so and it would have cose me less. However, God will not be 
pleased that the people ol the Qur'an compromise and keep 
silent while He is being disobeyed. 11,1 

See 3/11, "Decisiveness towards Administrators" 
2/2, ,l Dismissing 'Uthman's Administrators" 

3/5 

Planning and Organizing 

97. J mam 'All (a.s.) —in his instructions to Malik al-Asluar: "’...hath 
day perform the work of that day, for each day has its own work. 
Beware of being hasty to (accomplish) affairs before their 
(proper) time, or neglecting them when it is possible, or being 
persistent in doing them when they are impracticable, or 
showing weakness in them when they have become clear. So put 
everything in its place and perform every action at its time/' 


3. Nahj al-Balagbah s Sermon 2i 

2. d-Kamil $ a i Tdtikh, vol. 2, p. 306, Murtij aWhuhab, vol 1, p 3 ti l, Ttfrfkh rJ- 
fttbsrii vol. 4, p, 419. 

v HiUjia ai-Awim, vol. i, p s.% Utdal-Ghilh& s vol, 2, p, 92, h. i2t>«, Ai-Istt'db, vol. i, p 
4^7, h, 599, 

4. Nahj ai-Buiaghiih. Letter S.i, Tithttf ai-'U^nf, p 14 j it 147, Da V 'tm al-huim , vol t, 

p-367, 
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9S. Imam r A Li (a.s.) —in his letter to the chiefs [collectors] of land 
tribute: “Beware oi postponing works and repelling (to do) 
good mess } for there is remorse in them,” 1 

99, Imam r A1 i (a.s.): "Ghie who plucks fruits before irs ripening is like 
one who cultivates in an unsuitable land." - 

100. Imam h Ali (a.s.): *1 L is absurd to make haste before the proper 
time or to delay after opportunity arises,' 1 '" 1 

10K I'Alt (a.s.) —describing the Qur an: “Know that it contains 
knowledge of what is going to occur, stories of the past, a cure 
for your illnesses and rules to organize your affairs.” 

102 h Imam "Ali (a.s.) —in his advice to Hasan and Husain (a.s.}: “1 
advise you (both) and all my children and members of my 
family and everyone whom my writing reaches to fear God and 
to keep your affairs in order,”" 

3/6 

Election of Righteous Administrators 

103. Imam "Ali (a.s.) —in his instructions to Malik aUAshtar: “For every 
person there is a right over the ruler to the extern that set it aright 
and his life h settled on to the extent tit:it set it aright But the ruler 
will not truly accomplish what God has enjoined upon him in this 
respect except by resolutely striving and recourse to God's help, by 
making himself adhere no truth and by being pattern in enforcing the 
right, be it easy for him or burdensome. 

Appoint as commander from among your troops the one who in 
your sight is the most sincere [advising] in the way of God. I Its 
Messenger (s.a_w.) and your Imam and who is the purest and Lhe 
most chaste of heart and the most outstanding in intelligence 
forbearance, who is slow co anger, accepts pardon, is gentle to Lhe 
weak and harsh with the strong, and who is not stirred by seventy 
.nor held back by incapacity, 


I Wa q'its Siffm, fi IfiS, Bihar it iAfswdi, voL 75, p, ws, h. 70, aiMi'var ssu gi- 

p. 123. 

2- Nahj at ilaJagkah t .Sermon .5, K&kf al-Ynqni, p. 216 , h, 23H, Nuihai al-Naiir, p 56, 
h, 39. 

J. Nahiitl-Rnttifihak. Aphorism Jb.c Nazhat ul-N/i^ir, p. 43, h, | ?, Bihar tiiArrtoiiT, vol. 
71, p 541, h. 14. 

4. Nftbj af-Brriagkab, Sermon I5fi, al-RawAibih ai-Samamh'a, p. 22, Bihar al-Anwa^ 
vol. *2, p. 23, h, 24. 

?• Niibjiti-Baidgbuh. Letter -7, R&w4tu til-Wa'izin t p ]52, Ytiatihi' til-Mawaddn, vol. 2, 
p. 30, h. 2, 
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rhen hold fast to men of magnanimity and noble descent ;md 
those of righteous families and good precedents, then to men of 
bravery, courage, generosity and magnanimity, for they art 
encompassed by nobility and embraced by honor. Then inspect 
then affairs the same way parents look into the affairs of their 

child*,. * 

Then look into the affairs of your administrators. Employ 
them (only alter) having tested (them) and appoint them not 

with favoritism or arbitrariness, for these two (attributes) bring 
about different kinds of oppression and treachery, Among (hem 
look for people of experience and modesty from righteous 
families and the foremost in Islam, for they arc nobler in moral 
qualities, more genuine in dignity and less concerned with 
ambitious desires, arid they perceive more penetratingly the 
consequences of affairs, 

LeL not your choosing oJ them be in accordance with your own 
discernment, confidence and good opinion, for men make 
themselves known to the discernment of rulers by dissimulating 
and serving them well, even though beyond this there may be 
nothing of sincere counsel and loyalty, Rather examine them m 
that with which they were entrusted by Lbe righteous (rulers) 
before you. Depend upon him who has left the fairest 
impression upon the common people and whose countenance is 
best known for trustworthiness. This will be proof of your 
sincerity towards Allah and towards him whose affair has been 
entrusted to you. Appoint to the head of each of your concerns a 
chief who is neither overpowered when these affairs are great nor 
disturbed when they are many. Whatever fault of your secretaries 
you overlook will come to be attached to you.'' * 1 

104, Imam r Ali (a,s,) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashm: 
“Appoint the pious, the knowledgeable and men of policy for 
taking charge of the works/^ 

See 2/2, “Dismissing ( LTh man’s Administrators" 


I Nnhj ai-Baldgkah, Leutr 53, Tuhaj al-'Uquk p. 1.12 ft 137 & Liy Oa'&'im aUildat, 
vol. L, h. 357, p. }6\ Si 363. 

1 lahfif dl-'Utjttf, p. 117, Da'ct sm al-Idtim, ve?J [, p. 361. 
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3/7 

Refraining from Employing the Treacherous and the Feeble 

JOS. Imam r AIi (a.s-h “Mughayra ibn ShiYba suggested to me dial I 
should appoint Mu'awiya as the governor of Sham and that I 
should stay in Madina, but E rejected his suggestion and God 
will never see me take those who mislead as irjy assistants.”' J 

10ft. Imam A3i (a,s,) -in his instructions to Malik ubAshtan “Truly 
rhe worst of your viziers are lEio.sc who were the viziers of the 
evil (rulers) before you and shared with them in Lheir sins. Let 
them not be among your retinue, for they are aides of the 
sinners and brothers of wrongdoers. You will find the best of 
substitutes for them from among those who possess the like of 
their ideas and effectiveness but are not encumbered by the like 
of their burdenSj sins and offences; those who have not aided a 
wrongdoer in his wrongs nor an offender in his offences, They 
wifi be a fighter burden upon you, a better aid and more 
inclined towards you m sympathy and less inti mate with 
others. So choose them as your special companions in your 
private and public assemblies.” - ' 

107. Imam E AH (a.v) -from Jm letter to Rifa a who was his judge in 
the city of Ahwaz: Know, O Kiia'a that this position of 
governance is a trust, so whoever betrays it, on him will be the 
curse of God until the Day ot Judgment; and whoever employs 
a traiLor, truly Muhammad (s.a.w,) will despise him both in this 
world and Lhe world to eameT * 2 * 4 

1rtS + Iinam 'Ali (a,s.) -describing a true leader: "’You indeed know 
that he who is in charge of the people's honor, life, w~ar gams, 
the laws and the leadership of Lhe Muslims should not be a 
miser, as with his greed he may have expectations in their 


t. Cf, Qur'an, iS:ss 

2. Waqat Stjftn. p 52 , aUmx*w wa id-Siy^a, vol, Z, p l in.. Tmki; Dima. rW, vol S'j 
p. L3I. 

1 i\ a hj nl-BnUvhab, Letter V\ al-lmdmn w* al-Siyaui, vol l, p. U6. Tit tilth Dimas by, 
vol. 59, p. J31 . 

4 . Da a V w aiiddm, vol. 2, p 531 , h. IS 90 , Na&j akStt Wff, vol. 5, p. 33. 
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wealth, nor should he be ignorant as he would then mislead 
them with his ignorance, nor should he be of’ harsh and 
indifferent as he will estrange them with his behavior, nor 
should he be unjust in the distribution of wealth, that he gives 
to a group and denies another, nor should lie be one who 
accepts bribes when taking decisions,, as he would forfeit the 
rights of others and hold them up not letting them reach the 
owners, nor should he stop the practice of the tradition (utufitf) 
as ht would ruin the nation.” 1 2 

109. Imam r Ah (a.*,) -from the aphorisms attributed to him (a.s.J: 
“The person whose retinue are corrupt is like the one whose 
throat is congested with water [and there is no solution to itJ, 
since whatever that is stuck in the throat would be removed 
|washed down] with water.’ 52 

119. Imam 'AH (a.s,): 'The blight of affairs is the incapacity' of 
administrators ,” 3 

in* Imam r Ali (a,s,): "In your affairs do not rely on the lazy. 1 ' 4 * 

112. Imam 'Ali (a.s.); “He whose vizier betrays him, his (power of) 
man a ge i n ltl t wi 11 b e spo i let 1. 55 

113. Imam 'Ali (a.s,): ''The lying of the envoys produces corruption, 
rums the goals, invalidates the prudence and breaks on.es 
determination." 6 


J. Nn bj a l-B a Idgh a h, Sermon m, a by. cf. Da'd'im (tl-hiam, vol i, p. 531, h. 1 y gri.. 

2. Sbur.h Nakj ai-Balaghah, vol. 20, p. h. S2fi. 

-h CihxTiu al-Uikam, h; 3058, 'Uytin al-Hikum m-a al-A p. jsi, li. 371; 

4. GhamT al4l?kiim 2 h, IIK05, ‘Lytin- al-Hskam tpr alAfa-nwi rg, p. .5 is, h M3S4. 

QhuTGr al-ijikawi, h. Jj{i54, UjUn aI-H ikairl ‘Ufa al-MitwtVig, p. 13 2, ]l, .'-mci 

Ohkrat al-Hikiitn r: lj. 7259, Vyiiti ni-Hsknm wn nt-Mawn'Ig, p. 397. Ji 6724. !l may 
sometimes come to one's mind iha< why did Imam 'Alt fj.s,}, who emphasised 
on the appointment of LrutEiM administrators and warned against 
employment oi the inefficient and Traitors, employ incompetent administralors 
and governors and appoint such persons as Ziyid ibn Abili, Mundhii ibn 
Urud, and Nu'man ibn VVjiau etc,, who were traitors-; and 'Abdullah ibn 
'Abbas and Abu Ayyub and others who w r crc incapable, On the orhei ham;, why 
did he dismiss ,3 religious and competent person like Qays ibn .Sa'd .u;d 
appoint Muhammad ibn Abl Rakr in bis place? Tits- response to ihe lirst 
question is ffiven tn the Introduction of Section hi and the answer to the ;md 
is in this same section in relation to the jjlV (sbst) oi Qays ibn Sa'd 
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3/S 

Generosity in Providing Administrators with Daily 

Sustenance 

M4, Imarn 'Ali (a.s,} Mn his instructions to Malik ahAshtar “Then 
beskuv provisions upon them abundantly for that will 
empower them to reform themselves and it will make them 
needless trom consuming what is under their authority and if 
is an argument against them [i they should disobey your 
command or sully youi trust. 1 ’ 1 

Chapter Seven: ‘Judicial Policies' 


3/9 

Choosing Secret Agents to Keep a Check on the 
Administer tors 

115, Imam "Ali (a.s.) -in his leLter to Kja f b ibn Malik; 2 * 4 “appoint 
someone in your place and set forth with a group of your 
companions until you reach the villages of Sawad/ Then, see 
into tlu. affairs ol my administrators in the regions o£ figris 
i^nd IJdhayb and check then conducts. After thal s return to 
al-Bihquhadhar and take charge of the affairs then: and follow 


I NakjnM&lighak Letter S3 r 7xW«?-V&l t p. \S7 t Da',i Vw aLhUm. voi \,p.m. 

2 . lc seems that ihc name Ma.ik ibn Ksi'b is correct, as Tmlm ' AJa (a.s \ did not have 
an administrator by the name of KPb ibn Malik, rather their was a person by 
ibis name who refused to swear allegiance to die Intern. Malik Ibn Ka' : b was 
indeed Oik 1 of the trusted administrators of the Imam In the region of ‘Ayn ,d- 
lumf dmi the area of Bihqubj-dhat, 


. 1 . A part of the Iraqi lands and villages that were conquered during ihc time of the 
Cd.pEi Umar ibn al-Kh^tfab It was called 5awad (blackness) *, it was covered 
Vr'ilii palm groves, trees and crops. 

4. 'Udhayb is the BanI Tamim water reservoir and the first water that the travelers 
encounter while traveling from Kufa towards Meec^ 


5l Tllc naine a[ Thrcf near Baghdad located on ihr banks of Euphrates. 
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God in what lit has assigned to you. Know that all the actions 
of the son of Adam are recorded and preserved and will be 
rewarded. Do perform good deeds. May God make you and us 
successful in goodness! Let me know of your honesty in what 
you tlu, W.assalam! 1 2 * 

116. I mam 'All (a.s.) —in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: ‘Then 
look into the affairs of your administrators. Employ them 
(only after) having tested (them), lh.cn investigate their actions. 
Dispatch truthful and loyal observers (to watch) over them, for 
your investigation of rheir affairs in secret will incite them to 
carry out their trust faithfully and to act kindly towards the 
subjects. Be mindful of aides. If one of them should extend his 
hand in a treacherous act* concerning which the intelligence 
received against him from your observers* concur, and you are 
satisfied with that as a witness, subject him to corporeal 
punishment and hold him responsible for the consequences of 
his action's. Then subject him to humiliation, brand him with 
treachery and gird hi nr with the shame of accusation A~ 

! 17. [mam r Alj (a.s,) —in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar (on 
monitoring the troops): Then do not fail to choose intelligence 
trom trustworthy agents who arc known lor their truthfulness 
by people in order to reveal problems people undergo ,-md they 
become sure that you are aware of then difficulties,”"* 

3/10 

Rewarding and Punishing 

IIS. Imam Ali (a.s.) —m his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Never 
let the good-doer and the evil-doer possess an equal station 
before you, lor that would cause the good-doer to abstain from 
his good-doing and urge the evil-doer to his evil-doing. Impose 
upon each oi them what he has imposed upon himself." 4 


L Jiirikh vol. 2, J>. 204 

2. Nnhjal-Baldghah, Letter 53, Tnhaf at 'Uq&i, p. 137, Da'd ‘int sti-hlum, vlj], I, p. J6t 

3- Tufciifdi r Uffd, p. L3.!. 

4. Nuhjid-Rithtghah, Letter S3, Tttfraf al-'L/qtii, p. 130, Du'd'im af-hidtn, vcl. i ; p. Wi 
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119- Imam r Ali (a.s.) -in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “'The 
best of your commander of die troops should have such a 
position Elefore you that renders help to them equitably and 
spends from his money on them and on their families so that 
all will converge on one concern, fighting the enemy. Then 
send a message to them encouraging their self-sacrifice and your 
honoring oi them, lend Lo the extension of their livelihood. And 
attain thaL by good behavior, attentiveness and kind ness. Your 
kindness to them will turn their hearts to you,” 1 


3/11 

Decisive ness toward Administrators 


3/11-1 

Al-Ashkith ibn Qays" 

120- ]m5m [ Ali (a. Sr ) -m his letter to ai-Ash'ath ibn Qays, his 
governor in Azerbaijan: “Certainly, your assignment is not a 
morsel for you, but it is a trust around your neck and you are 
being observed by your superiors. It is nor for you to deal with 
>oui subjects as you like or act with save on strong grounds 
[being instructed]. You have in your hands the funds, which is 
tin- property of God to whom belong Might and Majesty and 
you hold its charge till you pass it on to me. I hope J am not 
one of the bad rulers for you. Wassalam!” 3 


! Tupafai- 'Uq&l, p. j3.i. 

An agent of UdiiTiSn whom die Emim (a.s.) dismissed on^ he tool, over the 
caliphate. 

■■ 4lBal«zM r Letters, Waq'xi p. m, al f Iqd sl-Furi^ Vfll. .v, P ^ 
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121. Nzthr al-Qurr- [Imam 'Ali (a.s.) said| lo al-Ash £ ath ibn Qayst 
"Pay back what has been entrusted lo you, or I will strike you 
by the sword." Thus he paid what was due on him [to pay). I he 
Imam then ioEd him: “Who would have pro tee ted you il I had 
struck you by the sword? 11 

AhAsk/ath replied: "You are among those who do whal they 

il L 

sav. 

See-. 7 he E rrcydopedia oj A mrr a!-At a 'minin'. [ a I-As h hit h Ibn 
Qays). 


5/11-2 


Ziyad ibn AbTh 

122. Imam T Ali (a.s;.) —in his letter to Ziyad ibn Abib: l * 3 'I swear by- 
God a truthful oath that if L come to know that you have 
betrayed the funds of the Muslims, in a small or large amount, 
I shall inflict upon you such punishment which will leave you 

_ T n 

wrlh an empty band, a heavy back and humiliated. WaSsalam!" 

125. Ansdh al-Ashmf. Ali (a.s.) dispatched an envoy to Ziyad to take 
back whatever of the taxes that had been collected by him. 
Ziyad sent, what was with him along with the envoy and sard: 
"The Kurds have ruined the taxes and I am trying to tolerate 
them. But do not tell this to the Commander of the Faithful 
lest he would think that it was the result of my negligence/ 1 

The envoy returned and reported what Ziyad told him. c Ali 
(a,s.) wrote to Ziyad: "My envoy reported what you said to him 
about the Kurds and that you asked him to conceal it from me. 
You well know that you did not ret I him. but with the 
intention that he informs me about it. I truthfully swear by 
God that if 1 come to know that you have betrayed any of the 
funds of Lhe Muslims, small amount or large. I shall inflict 
upon you such punishment that will leave you with an empty 
hand, a heavy hack and humiliated. Was salami" ' 


1. Naihr ul-Durf, voJ. i, p 292. 

7 j NaEJ al-Balaghab, Letter at), Rikdr nMnweit, vol. 3J. p. 4H9. h 60S 

3. yhnAh itl-zUhnif, vqI. 2, p, 390, 
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124* Imam 'Ali (a.v.) —in bis letter to Ziyad, his governor in Persia {Fan}-, 
"And now, my envoy has indeed brought me strange news. He 
thought that you have said rn him something that should remain 
between you and him, that the Kurds had rebelled against you and 
rutiled much of the taxes and you have told him not to report this rn 
ihe Commander of the Faithful 

O Ziyad J swear to God tbaL you are a liar, and if ynu do iiol 
discharge the taxes, I shali inflict upon you such punishment that 
will leave you with an empty hand, a heaw hack and humiliated, 
unless you take responsibility for whatever of the taxes- you have 
ruined.” 1 

See: The Emytfoptdkt of Am Ft al-Mnmtiinv. (Ziyad ibn Abih), 


3/11-3 

Shurayh -ai-Qldl 

1 25, Nnhj ai-B a h;g ha k " 1 1 is narrated th.jbt Shu ray h ibn II a n t h wh o was 
the judge {ijfidi) ol the Commander of the Faithful at Kufa purchased 
a house lor eighty dinars during his term, I he Commander of the 
Faith fit.1 ;_urne to know of this and sent tor Shurayh and said to him: 

I have come to know that you have purchased a house for eighty 
dinars and that you have written a document for it and vnu had 
wi I nesses for it/ 1 

Shu ray h replied, tr Yes it is so, O Commander of the Faithful * 

! he Commander of the Faithful east an angry look at him md 
s:-id: O Shurayh, indeed soiueont' [ihe angel ol death | "will come to 
you who will noi look at your document nor question you about 
your evidence, but will take you out of it [the Eiouse| open-eyed and 
throw? you in your grave empty-handed. Beware! O Shurayh, if you 
have purchased this house from money other than yours or paid the 
price ij. it from an unlawful source, then you have incurred rhe loss 
ol ihis world as well as ol ihe nest. Jf you had come to me at rite [Line 
of purchase, l would have written for you a document like this paper 
and then you would not have liked to purchase I he house ever, for 
one dirham and nothing more than that This is the document: 

L HhLs is the purchase made by a humble slave jof God] from a 
deceased person who has been forced to depart [for the n.exi world], 
lie has purchased a house from the houses of deceit in the area of 
mortals and place of those liable co perish. This house has four 
boundaries: 


. Tankh ni-Ya^rth^ voL 2, p. 2fjj 
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Tire first boundary ends up with the sources of blights, the 
second boundary ends to the sources of distress, the third 
boundary ends up with devastating desire and the fourth 
boundary ends up with deceitful Satan and towards this fourth 
opens the door of this house. 

This house has been purchased by one who has been 
deceived by desires from one who es being driven by death at 
the price of leaving the honor of contentment and entering 
into the humility of want and submissiveness. What a great loss 
this buyer will suffer. 

If the purchaser encounters some (evil) consequences of this 
transaction, then it is for Him who dismantles the bodies of 
monarch*, snatches the lives of despots, destroys the domain of 
Pharaohs like Cyrus, Caesar, Tubba', Hmvyar and all those who 
amass wealth upon wealth and go on increasing it, build high 
houses and decorate them and collect treasures and preserve 
them lor children, (Yes! It is for l lira) to take them to the place 
of accounting and judgment and the position of reward and 
punishment, when the verdict will be passed l 2 3 \..(ttid it k thence 
that the falsifiers become losers ." 1 This affair can be testified by i he 
mtellect when it goes forth from the shackles of desires and is 
tree from the attachments of this world, :: 


3 / 11-4 


'Abdullah ibn 'Abbas 

12<i. I mam r Ali (a.s.J —from a letter he wrote to 'Abdullah ibn'Abbas, 
bis administrator in Basra; "O Abu ah'Abbas, may God have 
mercy on you, restrain yourself m whatever you say or do, good 
oi bad, as we are both partners in this (responsibility). Keep a 
good reputation with me and do not ruin my view about 
yourself. Was sal am!”* 


1 . Qur'an, to: 7ti. 

2. iVfi bj al-Balagkab, I rifer 3, Rawfatt al-Wa p W), 

3. AVv bj aJ-BnId?hah , Letter JB, BikAr alAnwa}\ vol 33, p. 493, h. 699. 
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127, Imam r AIi (a. 5 .) “from bis letter to I bn ‘Abbas: “Now, 1 have 
been informed something about you that if you have done it, 
then you have displeased your Lord, undermined your trusty 
disobeyed your Imam and betrayed the Muslims. I have come 
to know that you have razed the lands and consumed whatever 
was at your disposal. Send me your account, and know that the 
reckoning of God shall be severer than that of the people. 
Wassalamr 1 

See: The Encyclopedia of Amir niMti 'minin'. ( l Abdullah j bn 
'Abbas), 


3/11-5 

*U thin an ibn Ilunayf 

12 H, Imam ‘Ali ( 3 , 11 ,) -from his letter to 'Uthinari ibn Hunayf al- 
Ansarl who was his administrator in Basra, when he came to 
know that the people of the place bad invited 'Uthman to a 
banquet and he had attended: “And now, O Ibn Ilunayf I have 
come to know that a young man of Basra invhed you to a feast 
and you hastened towards it. Foods of different colors were 
being chosen for you and big bowls were being given to you. I 
never thought that you would accept the feast of a people who 
turn out the beggars and invite die rich. Look at the morsels 
you take, leave out that about which you arc in doubt and Lake 
that about which you arc sure that it has been secured lawfully, 

Remember that every follower has a leader whom he follows 
.and from the effulgence of whose knowledge he takes light. 
Realize that your Imam has contented himself with two shabby 
pieces of clothes out of the (comforts of the) world and two 
loaves for his meal, Certainly, you cannot do so but art least 
support rne in piety, exertion, chastity and uprightness.” 


I. Amah itl-AfhrAfc vcl 2 , p. 797, Nahj al-ttaldgkah, l.tiirr 41 : 
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"By God, [ have noL treasured any gold from your world nor 
amassed plentiful wealth nor added any clothes to my two 
shabby pieces at clothes. J have not taken from its land I even as 
little as] a span of the hand, nor have I taken more than a 
meager meal sufficient to feed a wretched animal, and indeed, 
in my eyes, it (the world) is more unworthy and insignificant 
than the gall oak fruit. 

Of course, all that we had in our possession under this sky 
was Fa dak, but a group of people felt greedy for it and another 
group withheld themselves from it generously. God is, after all, 
the best arbiter. 

What shall I do with Fadak or with other than it, while 
tomorrow this body is to go into rite grave in whose darkness 
its traces will he destroyed and (even) news of it will disappear? 
It is a pit that even if its width is widened 01 the hands of 
the digger make if broad and open, the stones and clods of 
cljy wifi narrow it mid the falling earth will close its aperture. 

f try to keep myself engaged m piety so that on the day of great 
fear it will be peaceful and steady in slippery' places. If I wished T 
could have taken the way leading towards (worldly pleasures like) 
pure honey, fine wheat and silk clothes; but far be it that rnv 
passions lead me and greed takes me to choosing good meals 
while in Hijaz or in \ am am a there may be people who have no 
hope of getting bread or who do not have a full meal. Shall I lie 
with a satiaLed belly while around me there arc hungry bellies and 
thirsty livers? Or shall I be as the poet has sank 

"If is enough for you to have a disease that you fie with your bdty 

full 

Vfrhth a round you people eira badly y aiming f of hungerj for dried 
leaf herd 1 

Shall f he content with being called 'The Commander of the 
Faithful (Amrr al-Mu 'min inf although I do not share with the 
people the hardships of the world or shall I not be an example for 
them in the distresses ol life? I have not been created to be kept 
busy eating good foods [ike the lied animal whose only worry is 
its fodder or like a loose animal whose activity is to fill its belly 
with its feed and forgets the purpose behind it. Shall I be 





ijf' 
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left uncontrolled to pasture freely^ or draw the rope of 
misguidance or roam aimlessly in the paths of bewilderment? 

Stay away from me, O world 1 Your rein us on you; own 
shoulders as I have released myself from your dutches, 
removed myself of vour snares and avoided walking into your 
slippery places. Where are those whom you have deceived by 
your jesting? Where are those communities whom you have 
enticed with your embellishments? They arc all now confined 
to graves and hidden in burial places. 

By f Hod, it you [O world!] had been a visible person and a 
body capable of being felt, I would have inflicted on you 
the punishment fixed by God because of the people 1 whom you 
deceived through (false) desires, the communities whom you 
threw into destruction and the rulers whom you consigned to 
ruin and drove to places of distress after which there is neither 
going nor returning, 

Far from it! Whoever stepped on your slippery path slipped; 
whoever rode your waves was drowned; and whoever evaded 
your snares was successful. He who keeps himself safe from you 
does not worry even it his abode is narrow and restricted and 
the world to him ts like a day; which is near expiring. Get away 
from me! For by God, I do not bow before you so that you may 
humiliate me nor do 1 let you rein on my neck, so that you 
may drive me away. 1 swear by God, (unless He wishes not), that 
I shall so discipline my self that feds joyful if it gets one loaf 
for eating, and be content with only salt io season it. I shall lei 
my eyes empty themselves of tears like the stream whose water 
has flown away. Should 'Ah eat whatever he has and fall asleep 
like the cattle that fill their stomach from the pasture-land and 
lie down, or as the grazing goats, that eat the green and go into 
their pen? Woe is to him, if he, after long years, follows loose 
cattle and pasturing animals. 

Blessed is he who discharges his obligations towards God and 
endures his hardships, allows himself no sleep in the night but 
when sleep overpowers him lies down on the ground using his 
hand as pillow, along with those who keep their eyes wakeful in 
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fear of the Day of Judgment „ whose bodies are ever away from 
beds, whose lips are humming in remembrance of Allah and 
whose sins have been erased through their prolonged 
beseeching for forgiveness. "Jl)cy are Allah 'j confederates. Look: 
The confederates oj AHah are hidaedftliatvn$r 1 

“Therefore, O Ibn Htmayf] be wary of God and be content 
w ath your own loaves so that you may escape Hell." 1 


3/1 Mi 


Qudama ibn r Ajlan 

Imam r Ali (a.%.) —in his letter to Qudama ibn 'Ajlan t bis 
administrator in Kaskar: 1 " Send bach to me what is in your 
possession from wealth of God as it belongs to the Muslims 
and your share of it is no more that the share of one of them. 
O son of the mother of Qudama! Do not suppose that the 
riches of Kaskar arc permissible to you like what you have 
inherited from your parents. So hasten to return the property 
and be quick to come back to me as well, God willing!” 4 

Sec ‘ The Eh cyclopedia of A m it td-Mu 'nr m; n : (Qu d a m1 b n 
* Ajlan). 

3/11-7 

Masqala ibn Hubayra 

13U. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) -in his letter to Masqala ibn Hubayra: “I 
have been informed about a matter which is indeed horrible, 
it you have done it. 1 have been informed that you have 
distributed the property of Muslims among some of the 
Bedouins of the Bakr ibn Wa'il tribe who have asked you for 

J. Qur'an, 

Nabj al-Bfdagkak, Letter 45, R&bf at-Abrar, vu] 2, p, 719 Also tL„ Mamiqih 'Ali 
ibu Abf JAib. vol 2, p. ](n, 

:t. A big ciiy jjl Iraq loaned between Kufa and Rsi.s?,*, dose to ’Amai.ih and Kut. 

4. An sab at-Askraf vol. 2, p. ssti. 
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C hap Ler Tin ee : Ad ini nisi raLi vc Po I i des 

favor and benevolence. By Cod who split the seed and created 
the living beings and encompasses all things in knowledge, ii 
this js true you will become low in my view. Therefore do not 
treat lightly the obligations of your Lord and do not reform 
your world by ruining your religion, or else you will be among 
those who are: "the biggest lasers in regard to works; those whose 
endeavor goes awry in lift- oj the world, while they suppose they are 
do mg good- ” 1 

131 . [mam r Ali (as.) -in his leLter to Masqat “The greatest of 
treachery is the treachery against the |Muslim] nation and the 
greatest deceit against the people of a city is the deceit of their 
leader. There is five hundred thousand [coins] of the property 
of the Muslims with you, so send it to me when my envoy 
comes to you, otherwise come to me when my letter reaches 
you; as l have told my envoy yrot Lo let you go unless you 
reLurn the property. Wassalam! 

132. al-Ghdrdl —narrating from Dhabi ibn Idaritb: “Masqala invited 
me to his residence and prepared dinner arid we had it together 
Hie then said to me: “By God, the Commander of the Faithful 
asks me to return this property and 1 am noL able to do that, 

1 said to him: “If you wish, he will give you one week of 
respire so that you can collect the property. 

He said; “By Cod, I do not want to impose it on my folk or 
ask anyone for it.“ 

Then he said: “By Cod, if the son of Hind or the son of 
‘Affan had demanded that property, they would have leu ll to 
me. Did you not see how 'Ulhman [in his rule] granted a 
hundred thousand dirhams of the taxes of Azerbaijan each year 
to Ash'ath ibn Qays? 1 " 

I said: “This man [ l * Ali ibn Abi Talibj (a.s.) does not view it 
like that and he would not grant you anything. 7 ’ 

He kept silent for a while and so did I. No longer than one 
night after the talk we had together, he joined Mu'awiysu The 


]. Qur'an, LH; ltO —4. 

2. Anwb Ji-/h.hraf, vol. 2, p. J89, Nahj al-Bat&gkah, Uuer A\i 

2 TdrFkh al-Tabari, vyl. \ p. 5 2 1 !, Sharp Nahj at Biddgbah, vot. y p. L±5, ai-Ghnran 

yoI. L, p. 264. 
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news of this reached ' All (a.sj and he said: “What has happened 
to him." May God kill him! He acted like the masters and ran 
away like the slaves, and Ere cynic treacherous like the vicious 
people. Let it be known that if he had stood up to collect the 
property and failed, I would not have added to his jailing. If wo 
had found something with him wo would have confiscated it; 
a 11 d ii vve had not tound any property with him, we wodd bave 
released him . 13 Then he went to [the house of MasqaU] and 
destroyed it /' 1 

See: The En cydoptdht of Ann r n IM it J m in ! n : (My $ q j 1 a ibn 
Hubayra). 


3/11-8 


AI-Mundhir ibn al-Jarud 

133. Ansdb al-Anbrdf -in a letter to a!-Mundhir ibn al-Jarud, his 
governor in Istakhr when he was informed that he had 
misappropriated certain property in his charge and granted 
lavishly to. whomeve[ he wished: “The good bebavior of your 
father deceived me about you and 1 thought that you would 
follow his way and continue on his path- But according ro 
what has reached me about you. you are not giving up the 
following of your passions however detrimental it is to your 
religion and you do not listen to Jihe words of] those who 
advise you however sincere they are in their well-wishing. 1 have 
been informed that you give up many tasks and go out for 
recreation, leisure and hunting and that you are lavishly 
generous to your Bedouin tribesmen with public property as if 
it is your parents’ bequest 

I swear by God, if this is true, the camel of your family and your 
shoelaces arc. better than you. Indeed God does not like amusement 
and leisure. And the betraying of Muslims and ruining their works 
enrages Him anti the person who yets this way is mii fitting feu 
safeguarding the borders, securing public property and being 
trusted with the belongings of the Muslims. Therefore proceed to 
me as soon as this letter of mine reaches you , 33 


J. A-Ghar vol. t, p lifiS, 'uink.h A-Tubtup vqI, 3. p. 12v.. Ttirfkh Dimashq, vol. .SS, p. 
T?2, h. 7*511. 

' this is the AzL j3l: pronunciation ot Lhij Persian word litakhr, w] l i l- h was one of 
the most ant lent cities of the Persian Empire, 
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Mundhir went to the Imam. Some people complained that 
he had taken thirty thousand [coins from the public property). 
He [the Imam) asked him about this in at ter and be denied it. 
He got him to swear, but he refused, so he arrested him.” 

Sec: The Encydopedia of Anti r al-Mu fal-Mundhir ibn 

Jarud), 

3/12 

Dismissing Treacherous Administrators 

134, al-htf'dk Ali (a,s.) would appoint only the faithful and Lhe 
trustworthy people [in the cities ] t and if any one of them was 
reported to him to have committed treachery, he would write 
to him the following: ^ There has certainly come to yon adrrt&nitton 
from yam' Lord Observe fully (he measure and balance* and do not 
cheat the people of their goods and do not cause corruption on the 
earth. What remains of God's provision h better for you, should you 
he faithful, and l am not a keeper oner yon,'" When my letter 
reaches you, settle what you arc in charge of until [ send 
someone to rake it over from you, ' He would then turn his iace 
towards lhe sky and say: "O God! Certainly You know that l 
neither ordered them to tyrannize Your creatures nor to 
abandon Your rights.' * 1 * 

135. Da m a ’un all dam u 'Ali (a. s.) su in m o ne d As h* a th ibn Q ays, wh o 
was appointed by Xhhman as the governoi of Azerbaijan and 
received a hundred thousand dirhams. Some said ' Uthman had 
granted that money to him and others believed that he had 
gained it through his work,- 


t Amah alAxhtdf vol. 2, p. 391, Nahj al-Raitigbak, Letter 71, Tankh at Ya qnhi, vrd. 2, 
p. 203. 

1 . Taken Irom the Qur'an, 7: S£, Ll; itf. iib 
5 al-hti‘tib, vol. 3, p. 2 SO, Ibid, p. 211, h J-S7. 1 ?. 

4 The speeches, scTtuoru and reeommen citterns oi the imam to Ins administrators 
^hen he would send lhem on iheir missions iii= abundant, bui tnsny are not 
mention here in order hem to ^.void lengthening ihe. present book, as 
cub gh l Piling as they arc. 
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' AJi (a,s.) commanded him to present that money, but he refused 
and said; “O Commander of the Faithful! I have not obtained this 
money in your government :1 

The [mam said: "By God, if you do nor present it to the public 
treasury, 1 wilt strike you with my sword and it will fake from you 
what it must." 

Thereupon he brought back the property and the Imam placed it in 
the treasury. He followed up this [inquiry} in relation to 'Urhman's 
administrators, taking back whatever of [unlawful] property left in 
their hands and fining Lhern for whar they had wasted, 1 ' 1 

L36. al-Fufwl ai-Muhimma -narrated by hud a daughter of-Hamdamya who 
went to Mu'awiya after the death of ‘All (a,s,): "MiTawiya started to 
reproach her lor her mocking remarks to him during the barrlr of 
SifflD. Then he asked her: “What do you need?” 

Su da replied: 11 E ndeed God AJ mi g bty will quest!on y ou abou t oui 
alfasrs and what has been entrusted to you There is always someone 
coming ro us [torn you who lowers up your position, spreads your 
dominion, reaps us like the ears of wheal, beats us up [ike Seeds of 
wild rue, debases us and makes us taste death. That was Bust ibr; 
Aria ;t who came to us, killed our men and took away our property 
It 5L was not for Our obedience [to you], we would have been 
dignified and honored, so if you dismiss him we will be grateful of 
you; otherwise we will complain about you to God.” 

Mu'awiya said: 'Arc you referring to me and threatening Q 
Sutfaj I have decided to put you on an unruly camel and send you 
back to Rusr to curry oul his judgment about you. 1 " 

Sucia put her head down keeping silenr and then recited the 
following couplers: 

Altsy Ctvd'i h!ming he upon the body who was embraad, 

By a grave in which jmike mas buried. 

Ht- allied with the truth snid would no! substitute it with anything. 

And }>e imtime eptal to the truth and faith, 

Mu'awiya said: “O Suda, who is this person?'" 

iuda said: “By God, this is the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.J. I 
once went to him to talk to kirn about a man whom he had 
Appointed as the head of [levying] raxes and that person had done 
injustice to us. I found him standing and ready to slurt saying prayer. 
When lie saw me, he stopped and came towards me with a bright 
bice,, affection and leniency, saying: "Do you have any need?' 1 


I Da'a im nl-idam, vol. I, j>. 3% 
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I said: "Yes.” And I told him the story, 

He wept and said: “0 God! You arc witnessing ihnt J did not 
command them to do injustice to your creation and to 
abandon Your rights," He then look a piece ol" leather out of 
his pockeL and wrote on it as follows: 

"hi the Name of Allah, the /Ul-hen ejlcent, the AlTmercijld. There 
has certainly come to you a manifest proof from your Lord, Observe 
f ully the measurement and the balance, and do not cheat the people of 
their good, and do not cause corrupt.ion on the earth after Us 
restoration. That is belter for you, if you are faithful n 1 “When you 
read my letter, settle what you are in charge of until I send 
someone to take it over from you. Was sal ami* 

He gave me this letter he had written., 3 took it to his 
governor and gave it to him, and he left us dismissed." 

Mu'awiya said: "Write lor her whatever she wishes. Return 
her to her town chat she may not have any complaints,” * 2 

3/13 

Punishing the Treacherous among the Administrators 

137- Imam 'All (a.s.) -when he found out about the treachery of Jbn 
Harm a who was in charge of Lhe Ahwaz, market, he wrote to 
RafrYfi: "When you read rny letter, dismiss Ibn Harrna from the 
market, cut him off from the people, pul him in jail and 
inform the public. Write to your administrators and let them 
know about my opinion concerning him. Do not be negligent 
or extreme regarding him or you will perish in the eyes of God 
and I will dismiss you in the worst of ways. I seek Gcd T s refuge 
tor you from this happening to you. 

On the coming Friday, take him out of jail., give him thirty 
five fashes and take him around in the markets. If someone 
brings a witness against him, make him swear an oath with his 
witness and then pay him from the assets of Ibn Harma, Order 
him to be taken ro jail degradingly, shamefully and by shouting 


3. Qur’an, 7:S5. 

2. aI-Ptii.it 1 al-Mubimma, p. 127, al-'hfd td-Land, voL p :ns, BaldphrU ,a‘i\'Ua, p 47 ; 
Kashfa /- Ohumwti , v o 1. [, p. |73 
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at him; tie his feet with a rope and bring him out at the Lime of 
prayer. Do not prevent anyone who might bring to him food, 
diijik, clothes or a mattress. Do not let anyone approach him, 
to inculcate to him animosity or make him hopeful of being 
freed. Tf it was proved to you that someone inculcated 
something to him that could harm to ihe Muslims, punish him 
wiih a lash and put him m jail until he repents. 

During the night take the prisoners out into the courtyard 
to breathe fresh air, except for Ibn I farina, unless he cs feared to 
die in which case also let him out into the courtyard. After 
thirty days, if you see in him strength, give him thirty five 
lashes besides the previous thirty five lashes. Write to me about 
what you did in ihe market and whom you have chosen after 
that traitor. Cut off the salary of that traitor.” l 2 

138, Imam c Ah (a.s.) -from his instructions to Malik ,j 1-Ash tar on 
looking into ihe affairs of the administrators: "If one of them 
.should extend Iris hand in a treacherous act concerning which 
the intelligence received against him from your observers 
concurs and it you ^re satisfied with that as a witness, subject 
him to corporeal punishment and charge him for what 
befell from his action. Then set him in ti position of 
degradation, brand him with treachery and chain his neck with 
the shame of accusation (defame),”" 


3/14 

Forbidding Administrators from Accepting Gifts 

13.t Imam AH (a.s.); Any ruler why hides himself from the 
people s needs, God wilt also hide Himself from him and his 
needs on the Day of Judgment, If he accepts gilts he is a traitor, 
ami if he accepts bribes he is a polytheist."' 


1 Daa'iw al-hMm , vo|, 2, p. 532, h j b'.ji. 

2 Nahjal-Balftghah: Letter 53, Tnbtifal 'UquL u. 13V, Da'a’im al-Islam, vol. J, p. 3 ftI 
2 . Th&m&h at A tfutl, p. :iui, h I. Biftcir al-Anwar, v u]. 72 , p. 345, ||. 43. 
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14U. Akhbdr at-Qpd&t -narrating from ' A1 i ibn KabT'a: "Indeed ‘AJi (jls.) 
had employed a man from the Bam Asad tribe by ihc name of 
Duhp'aE ibn Zuhayr. When his mission concluded, he went to All 
(a. 5 .) along with a sack full of money and said: “O Commander of 
the Faithful* Some people have brought me these gilts which have 
amounted tu this, If they are lawful for me, I will use l hem, otherwise 
1 am bringing them tu you, 1 ' 

\AIi said; “If you had kept them, it would have been 

treachery -, 11 

Then he Look it from him and placed it m the public treasury. 

141. Imam ‘Air {».*.} -in his sermon in which he states Ills treatmem with 
'Aqil when he had asked for some money from the Public Treasury: 
"A very strange thing which happened is that a man came io us with 
a closed flask full of honey paste but I disliked it as though it was the 
saliva of a snake or its vomit, I asked him “Is this a reward or zakat 
or charity, for these are forbidden to us, the members of the 
Prophet's family [Alhul-Baytf ” He said that it was neither this nor 
dial, but a present." 

"Then 1 said: "May childless women weep over you. Have you 
come to mislead me from the religion of God by Lucking me:' Are 
you insane, or have you been overpowered by seme jinn or are you 
speaking nonsense?” 

"By God. even if I am given all the sever domains who all that 
exists under the skies in order that I may disobey God K the exLent 
of snatching a grain of barley from an an.t f I would not do r, For me, 
your world is lower than a leaf in rhe mouth of a locusL that is 
chewing it. What has 'Al: to do with bounties chat will pass away and 
pleasures that will not last" 5 We seek the protection of God from toe 
slumber of the intellect .and rhe ugliness of stumbles, anu from Him 

ifc "i 

we seek succor, 


3/15 

Rigorousirttrss along, with Softness 

142. Imim r Ali (a.s.) -in his letter to- one of his administrators: 
“The farmers of your province complin of youi strictness, 
arrogance, humiliating treatment and harshness. I deliberated over 
it and found that if on account ol their paganism they do 
not deserve any favorable treatment of extra privileges they 


1. Akhbfu al-QjidiU, vo I Up 59. 

2. Nabj ffUialtighub, Sermon 214, Bihar ttfslnv'dr, vol. 4J, p. 162, h 57. 
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do not deserve lo be treated cruelly either because of our agreement 
wtth them that wc have to respect. Therefore Lolcratc them and at the 
jatne time keep the position oi strictness and behave between 
harshness and mercy and keep them neither too dose nor too far and 
do not repel and drive them away, by the will of Cod/'' 1 2 3 * 5 

143. Tdrlkh al-Yaqubr. "'Ah (a.s.) wrote to 'Amr ibn M us [am a al-Arhabi: 

After praising Allah, the farmers of your area have complained of 
your strictness and ] looked into their affair and did not see any 
good. Your position must be moderate in being soft along with being 
strict and without doing injustice and diminution because Lhey 
brought prosperity to us while being feeble., so rake what you demand 
from them while they arc subordinate. Do not Lake any guardian 
besides God. Certainly God the Exalted and Almighty has said: a ...do 
not take your confidants from at her than yourselves: they will spare nothing 
to rum you. , and I Je "lie Great, ihe Exadeu has said about the People 
ed ihe Book: "...da not take the Jews and the Chnstia nr for guardian a Q 
and He the Exalted and Almighty says: "Ay y of you 'who takes them ss 
guardiant h indeed one of them Keep them under control by taking land 
rax, be prepared against them and beware of [shedding^ their blood 
Was sal am 3^ 

U4, [mam r AH (ms.) -in bis letter to one of his administrators: "You are 
surely one of those whose help I seek in the establishing of religion, 
breaking the haughtiness of the sinful and guarding critical 
boundaries. Therefore, seek God's help in. your difficulty and your 
anxiety. Have a little harshness with some leniency and remain 
lenient where leniency is more appropriate. Adopt harshness when 
you cannot do without it. Lower your wings (in humbleness) before 
lilt subjects. Meet them with it broad face and keep yourself lenient 
(in behavior) with them Treat them equally in the way you look in 
rlieny in signaling and in greeting so that The Lug do- not expect from 
you transgression ('in their favor) and the weak do not lose hope in 
your iuslice (for them). Wassalaml” 1 


,1 Nahj xl-Bahfghah, better 19 , Bihar al-Anwar t vol ay p, 4 . 59 , h. my /hath alAshraf, 
T°1 ■ T p- li is stated in Ansiih dl-AihrfiJ that he wrote this IciLer m 'Amr ibn 
SaldiH,! ai-Arhabl in which instead ol the phrase 'behave with iheni in between 
strictness and softness', lie wrote 'no injustice should be done to them nor their 
pledge be broken; however, they should pay had tax and in order to preserve 
ihrm nothing beyond their capacity should he taken from lhem. I commanded 
you to this and God :s our re son Wassail arm 1 

2 Qur'an. A JIK. 

3 Qur'an, 5r 51. 

■\ Tfirtkh iil-Ytl dti&h vol. I, p. Jlj-j... 

5 Nahj al-Beitaghah, Letter 45, d-Amali by al-Mufld, p. no, h, a, it is that this 

Icuei had been written it? Malik il-Ashiar alter the muider of Muhammad ibn 
AbJ Bakt, but apparently this is not true, since Muhammad ibn Ah Bukr was 
martyred after Malik aS-Ashiai. 
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Chapter Four 

Cultural Politico 

4/1 

Development of Education 

145. Imam r Ali (a,s.): J '!i is incumbent upon the leader to teach the 
laws {hudttd) of Islam 3nd faith to the people under his rule” 1 2 * * 

14th Imam Ali (a.*,): “Indeed people tire more in need of good 
manners than they are in need of gold and silver.” - 

147* 1 mam 'Ali (a.s.): “O people^ I have a right ovei you and you 
have a right over me. As for your right over me, that is to 
advise you, to pay you your dues fully, to teach you so that you 
may not remain ignorant and to train you so that you are 
knowledgeable," n 

148* Imam al-fiaqh (a.s.): "When ’Ah (a.s.) performs the morning 
prayers, he keeps on with after-prayer invocations {tu d s'bat) 
until sunrise. At sunrise, the poor, the needy and other groups 
of people would gather around him and he would teach them 
laws ifiqh) and the Qur'an. At a certain hour, he would end the 
session and leave,”" 

149. Inhad af-Quiub: “It is reported Lhai ' Ali fa.s.'i after finishing a 
battle, lie would proceed to teach people and judge among 
them ," 5 


1 CkitrtiT id-Htkam. !| (i I <J9, 'Vyan <iJ-Hiktim Wl p 32& t h. 5<i3-T 

2 Chitrar iri-Hiham, It. 3590, 'Uywi ni-Hikerx mi al-Manm ‘rj, p. I43j h 32ti; 

i Nabf (zl-BAiiighiihy Sermon "i-1, Avsuh tti-Aihrtif, vtsl. t, p. 154, Tdnkb ni I,/tun; vol 

■I Sbarb Nahj alBahlgbah, vcl. 4, p. u;v f Bihar t ti Atsmir, v u ]. .li, p. U2. 

5 In Add ai-Qfifoib, p. Sit, 'Uddal a! Lhi 7, p l (11, Bihar nl-yintuctr, vu[ ku, p. 16, h 70 



296 


Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


,y* ijiij ^AJI -—-i lL> J\ 'ji c Aa■ kl l *150 

^ ■f' ^ , j ^ ^ # j- ^ 

v C. •J' f-L^- ^ Li>i^-*J J (*£■ jL uLyLi-^ ^ jJk} |^C_r'.-.1-J 

, j 1 J .-^' lii I (J** 1 L .(jL3i iJ jj i™-di>- Qi lJ i jrJ i-'i 1,4^ jJ 

r u Ls , 1 ^.i^j- 11 ^ ^ 1 1 j* jji ff- 1 Jl£' s \ j*a^ 1 i ^ 1L- j LiJl .151 


V '- J.£ -T 5 

V Vi I I j ■ _f 


'^ A 1 1/ irt u! J|S J 

l,_*j j vJl <J ! :'-^^ ^jLi aij ; ^1 /jj’J ie^Adl '1^ 

iJji ^jA LI L 'lJ6 . , , ^ywL>2j ^ 'l ^ "d J Lc-i 

.jaJJi ■ ^ d vLVj^ 1 - A, ^U- e- 5>^ •; ^j 1 : Jd ?wlv ^All 

lJLhj lj i . _ ^lSLi 4A|G Lt L.& JH v L-A- ^jJ ,^-3 l?! ^S& d -^-J ' T-fl — 5za ^ Lfl ^ j l .1 53 

k^acJkl ^3li |t-i ^J^'j kdbl pljlr i^jL 1 : ^CjJ t-^Ij 

>d'uUI j i j^Lv-j 


^-IaIj.' JaU-I l?L fr :L2 aj u'i-—j hi j I ^ ii &■ ^ui .. 


jp- d U. 'J L.d _ tL k 15 *1 


Lci^il VhL'w^LJ. s^Jdil^uJ 1 0!j ilLJLl-i 


, ,-f |J 7 ^ 3 ?■ .'.Lb*.- ^ l' ,-l^- I ^ j 1 0 8 -5 f7 ^.r-^ 1 '' !• ■ ' '' 

'' .^f' ^'i£jt4-i j-d_! ,>*■ ^ i I rr ^'.L">- r ' t 

r —' '4 } (-U- J/.? Li ^J>._} < - 1 25) r^L 1 j ^ ^JjAl L^l-AWP ^ ^ _j J.I r 

'Jj aA'.' -‘-a p 1 —t .j-^ J i-'hJL'h— li j-Li^'i -a- j *y.^J r L - Lj, J iil/^1 ‘-i'l Li, J^J 

^Jj^J 

[* _"j- I N Li-I j Ai Jkj -~- - ■ 1 1_3 4 jLp-^ -I I ’I . I_P j-^rf L^-Ll 1 Lla 

f;■ 5 4 rtJy 1 f?^y c^ .Jlj- V-'—i-V? 2*6 ,iiy' *^. ; '’■^“' , '''j*■^' -f"'if h' 

L j ^jUh'l yi! Ji- 2 3 2j^ L J^aJI j^S .2 1^ 1 0^ .-L-L-^J ^i' r L V ^'' &$rJt gf- £jr -i L 

. G (j J j fiJl __r* ^ I '- i3_ ■' 

712^497 ^ J J f _.,^; ji^.ii -^-16 7 Ly b^il : ^ l'' 1 '^ * 
7 r 12 2^ 1-: j !/IV ji>v L « ^ 2“9C^ ’ J J^y? : j*jr- l3 2 0 i*JJ-'. \^%J>^- \ 



Ciiaptes Four; Cultural Policies 


297 


i 59. al-Ta baqd £ at-K m bra - [ j ar i it t ing fro m ' A1 b a' ibn Ah mar: ,ir Alt ibn Ab ] 
TaJib (lus.J was addressing the people, saying: “Who would buy 
knowledge tor one dirham?' 3 

a]-Hamh aE-AVar (who was one-eyed) bought several .sheers for 
one dirham and brought it to 'Ah (a.s.) and he wrote abundant issues 
of knowledge for him. 

After that, 'Ah fa.s.J said in his sermon: “Q people of Kufa! A halt 
a man overcame you.” 1 * 

1ST* al-Ghdrdt - narrating from Salim ibn Ahi Ja'd: AI i (a.s.) allocated 
rwo Thousand (co;ns) [as an income I for every reciter ol the Qur'an 
and my father was one of the reciters.' 3 ' 

152. Shark Nahj al-Bakighitk "G hit lib ihn -Sa'sa'a went ro ' A l i (a.s.) together 
with his son. IHrazdaq 3 and c A3 j (a. s.) said to him: “Who. are you?" 

He replied. .Ghshb* the son ot Sa'sa'a al-MujashiV 

He (a s.) said; "O Abu al-AkhLal3 Who is this young man with you?' 

I fe replied: "My son and he is a poet." 

I Tefa.s.) said: 'Touch him the Qur'an, for ir is better For him than poetry.' 4 * 6 

(55. I m a in r A] [ (a.s.) - in his letter to 'Utham ihn 'Abbas, who wa.s his 
administrator in Mecca, wrote: "Set up Tfaji for ihe people ar.d remind 
them of the days |tc be devoted] to Cod dil ior giving lhem audience in 
the morning and evening, explain the law to those who ask, teach the 
ignorant arid discuss with the learned.' 1 ' 

154* Imam 'Ali (a-*,) - in response to someone who had asked him a 
difficult question: “Ask me For understanding and do not ask to 
create confusion |for fault finding!, because the ignorant person who 
tries to learn is like the learned man, but the learned rnan who tries 
to create confusion is like the ignorant J * 


I. al-'J'ab&qdt al-Kiibrd^ vol. ti, p !6K, 

-■ al-Ghanit, vol, i,p. 1-3.1, Kanz ai-'lJmmdiy vol 2, p. J39, h 4Jfefi. 

3. He is Abu Far its Hu mam ibn Ghiiib, known as 1-araxdaq. He was born in 15 Aid 

in Basra and died in LJ4 The following poem that he wrote in praise of al-Imam 
al-Sajjsrd in the presence of llishain ihn 'Abd ai-Malik is a an evidence of his 
bravery: 

“This js l 1 L-e person whom the land of Rat ha knows. 

And the Ka'ba und the Haram know him Loo. 3 

4, Shark Nahj di-Balaghahy vol- l A p. 2-1, Urn null, vo], 2, p. IMS, h 102*. 

V N&hj {tl-Baldgbahi Let lei G7, Bihar ftMttvt&r, vol. 3J, p. -I'17 : h. 702. 

6, AW hj a h£ a iag b L-j h , Aphnmm 2 20, Ujuti a 1-Hikatn wa p. ill, h. 20 
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1 55, Imam 'All (a.s.) - m response to someone who had asked him 
to defi ne faith lor him: "'Come to me tomorrow so that I 
enlighten you in the presence of all the people, so that if you 
forget what I say, others might retain it, tor an tm era nee is like 
a frightened away prey which may be caught by someone but 
missed by others 11 

4/2 

Prohibition of Abolishing Proper Customs 

156. Imam : Ah (a.a.) — from his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: 
"Abolish mo proper custom (sunnrt) which has been acted upon 
by the leaders of this community, through which harmony has 
been strengthened and because of which the subjects have 
prospered. Create no new custom which might in any way 
damage the customs oi the past, lest their reward belong to him 
who originated them and the burden be upon you for 
abolishing them. It is incumbent upon you to recall the iuss 
government, the excellent customs, the sxtifid of our Prophet 
(s.a.w,) and the obligations (promulgated) in the Book of God, 
which preceded you (and follow them).’" 

E57, Imam TUi (a.s>) - in his instructions lo Malik al-Ashtar (as 
narrated in Tuhaf al 'Uqul): “Study much with men oi 
kn owledge fulama) and converse much, with sages fhukaina) 
concerning the consolidation of that which causes the state pi 
your land to prosper and Lhe establishment of that by which 
the people before you remain strong, since this wil! establish 
rightful new more i irmly and repel falsehood; and this will 
suffice as guidance and exemplar, Indeed proper customs are 
the path toward obedience to God,” 

4/3 

lighting against Hvil Customs 

IStS. Imam r Alj (a.*,): ''Know that the most distinguished servants of 
God before Him is Lhe jusl leader who has been guided (by 


t Nahj til-Baln&bahi Aphaiisai Kifi, Bihtr vol. p. 160, h. u. 

2. Nahj at-Biihighah, f cue: Tuhaf al-'ff/fnl r p. i V), Ibid. A] so cf. DaWim alls!dm, 

vol i, p. 356 & 157, 

I- 'i'tthafal- ' Lhpll, p. m. 
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God) and guides others. He establishes the recognized customs 
(of the Prophet's Siinnah) and destroys the unrecognized 
innovations, The [Prophet's) ways are dear and have their signs, 
while innovations are also dear and they coo have their signs.” 3 

159. Imam aJ-Sadicj (a.*.); Some non-Arab Muslims UI-MamiH) came 
to the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) and sa;d: “We have a 
complaint to you against these Arabs. Verily the Messenger of 
God (s.a.w.) gave us portions that were equal to theirs and 
married off Salman, Bilal and Suhayb, bui. these (Arabs) refuse 
and say: ,l We will not do that!' 1 

The Commander of the Faithful (a.s,) went to them and 
talked to them about ibis. I'hc Arabs shouted: "We refuse it, O 
Abu al-Hasanl We refuse it!” 

So s ‘Ali (a.s.) left angrily dragging his robe and saying: “O 
group of non-Arabs[ In truth, they have reduced you to the 
status of the jews and the Christians. They get married to your 
women but refuse to allow you to marry theirs. They do not 
give you as much as they take from you. Therefore engage in 
trading and God will bestow His blessings on you. Indeed 1 
heard from the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) that sustenance (rizq) 
has ten parts; nine parrs are in trading and one part is in other 
things,” - 


4/4 

Refraining from Reception Ceremonies 

IfcO, Nahj dl-Balaghak The Commander of the Faithful fi.v) was 
proceeding towards Syria when the countrymen (farmers) of A- 
Anbar met him. Seeing him, they began to walk on foot and 
then ran in front of him. 

He enquired: "Why are you doing this.” 

1 hey replied: "'This is the way we respecl our chiefs.” 

He then said: By God, this does not benefit your chiefs, by 
doing this yo.u are troubling yourselves m this world and 
earning misery for the next world. How harmful is the labor 


J. Nabj iil-Baldghab, Sermon 164. a?-Jamal, p 687, larikh al-Tabari, vof 4. p. 317 , al 
Bid (fjjfl tea vol, 7 , p 1 m . 

2. iU-Kdfi, vol, 5, p 3.L8, h. 5% 
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that is folio wed by punishment and how ptoR table ss the east: 
with which there is deliverance from Hdlftre!" 1 2 

161. Nahj aJ-Ralaghah\ It is reported Lhal when the Commander of 
the Faithful (a,s.) returned to Kufa from the battle of Siffln, he 
passed by the tribe of Shibbam (in Yemen) and heard the 
women weeping over those killed in Siffin. At that time llaib 
ibn Shurahbll ahShibami came and started walking along with 
the Imam (a.s.) while he (a,s.) was riding, so he fa.s,} said to 
him: "Get back because the walking of a man like you with one 
like me is a trial for the ruler and a humiliation for the 
believer 

162. Imam al-Sadiq (a.i.): The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) set 
oul on horseback with his companions walking behind him. 
He turned his face back to them and asked: “Do you want 
anything?” 

They replied: “No, C Commander of the Faithful! But we 
would like Lo walk along with you.” 

He then told them: "Co back, because walking behind a 
riding man is a mischief for the rider and a humiliation for the 
walker," 

[The narrator says:] He rode on once again and they 
followed walking behind him, and he said: <r Go back, because 
Lhe sound of footsteps behind a man corrupts the hearts of the 
unwise/' 3 

4/5 

Criticizing rather ihan Admiring 

163. Imam A\i (a.s.) - in hh instructions to Malik ahAshtar, after 
describing the characteristics of the righteous confidants: “So 
choose l 1 aest_- men us your special companions in privacy and at 
assemblies. Then let the most influential among them be he 
who speaks most to you with the bitterness of the truth and 


1. Nahj al-LiaJ&ghah, Aphorism ”, Mnn&qib 'Alt ibn Ahf faith, vol. ' p. U)4 r Bihslnd- 

Amstfdt, vol. 4J, p. h. J. 

2. Nab) al-BfllS&bah, Aphorism 3.22, Waq'nt Sifjisr, p ijj, af-Mi'ydr ttl-Mnwaziu, p. 

] 93; 

.5, ai Mabtuirt, vol. 2, p, -i7t>, b, 203-2, if.- 1 Ktifi, vol n, p. s.1ii, h. is, Tubaf af'U-qkl, p.>09 
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supports you least in activities which God dislikes in His 
friends, even though this may contradict your pleasure, Cling 
to men of piety and veracity. Then accustom them not to 
lavish praise upon you nor (to try to) gladden you by 
(attributing to you) a vanity you did not do, for lavishing of 
abundant praise causes arrogance and draws (one) close to 
pride.” 1 

164. Imam 'Ali (ii.s.) -one of his companions had told him: "You are 
our commander and we are your subordinates. Through you 
God the Great and Almighty brought us forth from disgrace 
and for your glory He treed His servants from chains. You 
choose for us and carry them out and command as you wish 
and enforce it, because you are a speaker whose words are 
believed, a successful ruler and entrusted sovereign. Wc do not 
see lawful disobedience to you in any matter and we do not 
measure any knowledge with yours, as your status is so lofty to 
us and your superiority so great. 11 To which imam responded: 

If a man considers God J s giory as being high m his self and 
believes in his heart lhat God's position is sublime, then it is 
his right that -on account of the greatness of these things- he 
should regard all other things as small, The person who most 
deserves to be as such is he who receives Gods bounty and favor 
most, because Lhe bounty of Got] over any person does not 
increase without an increase in God’s right over him. 

In the view ol virtuous people, the worst position of rulers is 
that it may be thought about them that they love glory and 
ihcir affairs may be taken to be based on pride. I would really 
hate that n may occur to your mind that I love high praises or 
to hear eulogies. By the grace of Allah J am not like this. Even 
N I had loved to be mentioned like this, 1 would have given it 
up in submissivencss before Allah, the Glorified, rather than 
accept greatness and sublimity to which He is more entitled. 
Generally people feel pleased at praise after good performances.” 

ll Do not mention for me glowing praise so that 1 can 
discharge my responsibilities towards God and towards you I 
have not yet carried out and injunctions that have to be 
performed. So do not address me in the manner despots are 


1 A ; ahj al-Batighab, Letter 53, Tuhaf d-Uqfit> p. lay, B$dr (d-Awenr, vol. JJ. p. Ml, 

h. 7d4. 
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addressed. Do not evade me as the irascible people are (to be) 
evaded- do not meet rue with flattery and do not think that 1 
shall take it ill if a true thing is said to me; ant! do not entitle 
rne with undue greatness. Certainly the person who feels 
disgusted and burdensome when truth is said to him or j just 
matter is placed before him would find it more difficult to act 
upon them. 

Therefore do not abstain from saying the truth or pointing 
out a matter of justice because 1 do not regard myself above 
erring. 1 I am not immune from erring in my actions unless that 
God helps me (in avoiding errors) in matters in which He is 
more powerful than I. Certainly 1 and you are slaves owned by 
a Lord, other than Whom there is no Lord, He owns from 
ourselves that which we do not own. He brought us forth from 
where we were towards what brings prosperity to us. He altered 
our straying into guidance and gave us insight after 
blindness.”'' 


4/6 

Commitment to the Truth in Knowing Men 

165, uMmdh -narrated by Asbaq ibn Nubata: l£ Harith ibn Hamdanl 
along with a group of Shiites, including myself, went jo visit 
the Commander of the Faithful ' All ibn Abi Tfdab (a.s.). Being 
sick, Harith walked in with a bent back and a walking suck. 
The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) tame towards him, for 
Harith was highly esteemed by him, and said: l How arc you 
feeling Harith?” 

He said; “life has done lo me what it has pleased, O 
Commander of the Faithful, and the conflict of your 
companions at your doorstep is irritating and infuriating me.” 

He asked: "What is their conflict about?" 

He replied: ''About you and the previous three caliphs. One 


l Ti is evident from what follows in his words that Imam ' Ali (:i.s) regards his 
‘iffrtd (infallibility) is a blessing from (bod and in a cm id: hut says :t God does 
not help him in avoiding errors, he woidd be misguided, Therefore, tins 
statement does not contradict the infallibility of rhe Imam. 

2. etl-Ktijl, vol. a, p 325, h 55b, narrating Ifrun Juhii items Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) Nahj 
Sermon 116. 
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of them is an extremists and zealot, another falls short, and a 
third is hesitant who does not know whether to go forth or 
back,” 

1 A li (a.s.) said: "Enough O brother from Hamad an! You 
should know that the best of my followers are the middle 
group; he who exceeds the due bounds shall be brought back lo 
them, and he who falls short shall be made to reach them," 

Hariih told him; “May my father and mother be your 
ransom! Would you cleanse our sullied hearts and elm [date our 
affairs for us!” 

1 All (a.s.) said: It is enough. You are confused in (certain) 
affairs, The religion of God is not known through men, but 
with the sign of the truth. So come to know the truth and you 
will only then know its people. 

l O Harith! Truth is the best of words, and he who declares it 
is a struggler {mujahul)" ] 

166. alBityitn wa nl-Tahyln: When ' Ali ibn Abl Talib (a.s.) was on the 
pulpit, Hariih ibn 1 lawt al-Laythl stood up and said: “Do you 
think that we consider that Talha and Zubuii have gone 
astray?” 

He replied: “O I.laritb! You are confused. Certainly you are 
confused. The truth is noL known through men. So come to 
know the truth and you will only then know its people.”" 

See: The Emydtiprdia of /hair al-Mu'minfn: (Confusion by 
those lacking insight), 


! ai-Anulli by .i l-MufiJ., vul. \ [j. l dl-AmeM by al l Qji. p. 625, h 1292, Bis bam,} ai 
p. 4. 

2. u'-Buydn w,i ai-T&byin, vul. 3, p 211. T&rikh dl-Ya'quhi. vol. l, p. 2 mi. 
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Chapter Five 
Economic Policies 

1/5 

Encouragement to Work 

167* Imam C AU (a.*,): "When things coupled one with another 
(chosen as pairs), laziness and incapability were connected and 
p ov e r i y w as p ro d u c ed fro m t he m. 11 

16fi. Imam c Ali (a.s*): “Indeed I hak a man who is lazy in Ins worldly 
affairs; for if he is lazy in his worldly affairs, he will be more 
lazy in the affairs of ihe 1 kreafter." 

166. I id am 'Ali (a.s,): "No early rising of any of you in the path of 
God is greater than the early rising of someone who seeks tor 
that which improves jtlie conditions tor] his children and 
household. 11 ' 

J7(h Imam ‘Alt (a.s.): “He who seeks the world lawfully in order to 
take care of his parents, children or wife, God will resurrect 
him with his face radiating like a lull moon.'" 

171* Imam ‘All (a.s.)i rt I advise you Lo fear God secretly and Openly, 
to practice justice in pleasure and anger, and to earn livelihood 
in poverty and affluence." 5 


J, al-Kdft, vol 5, p. Sii : . h. a. TnhifaJ- 'Uyfd, p. zzu 
2■ Da'd'im al-kltinh vol. 2, p U, ly 2. 

t, At-SarA-h, vol. 2, p. 228, Da 'a ',■'«/ ai-hldw, vol. 2. p. JS, h. 9. 'AwAh ni-Lt Ail vnS. \ 

p. m, h. 6. 

4. Mitm&d of Zaid„ p, 255- 

5 Tufraf al-'Uqiih p, 390, Bihtir xt' Anwar, vol 73, p. lila, h l 
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111. Imam E Ali (a.s.): ''Certainly, seeking a lawful livelihood does not 
prevent [man] from working ior the Hereafter,” 

173, Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - in his letter to his son Hasan (a.s,); "Do not 
leave out what is lawful and agreeable, since the necessities oJ 
life must be met; and what is destined for you will reach you.” 

174, Imam 'Ah (a.s.}: ”A believer has three Lime periods [in hfej: The 
period when he is in communion with God, the period when 
he manages lor his livelihood and [thirdly] the period when he 
is free to enjoy what is lawful and pleasant. A wise person 
should not spend his time other than for three reasons. Poe the 
purpose of earning a living, or pursuing something for the next 
life ot for enjoying what is not prohibited.’ 

175, Shark Nahj al-B#&$ab -in the report about the benefactions of 
the Commander of the Faithful: ‘'He used to work with his 
hands, cultivate the land, plant palm trees and would do all 
these by himself.”" 

See.: The Entydopedia aj dmir ft (Ah t mi flirt: 

(Bringing Together Worship and Work). 

Ibid., fAli’s (a.s,) benefactions). 


5/2 

City Developments 

176. Imam f A!i (a.s,) - m his instructions to Malik a!-Ashlar: 'This is 
what r Ali, the servant of God and Commander ol the Faithful 


1. uMwffli, Mu lid, p. L19, h n - Bihar aI-Anw#r t vol 77, p 422, !i, ■'■l 

2. Kmsi as- ‘Umnuli, voL Lf>, n l v 7 . li. 4421? 

,v Ntfhi id-Eitkir.kak, Aphorism TudaJ ai-'U^ul, g. 202, dAwth hy al luo, p. 1 * 7 , 
h. 240 

4. Shad N*hj at-BaUghuh, veil. 15, p. 147 
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charged Malik al-Ashtat in Ins instructions to him when he 
appointed him governor of Egypt: to colled its land tax, to 
struggle against its enemies, to improve the condition ^of the 
people and to engender prosperity in its cities [regions]. 

177. Imam r Ali (a.s.) - from his letter to Qarza ibn K ab ah Ansan: 
“Indeed «ome men from among the protected people {Ah! at 
Dhtmmd) m your area have reported that a river in their land 
has been destroyed and submerged. They have the lights over 
the Muslims to engender prosperity for them. See into tins 
matter along with Lhern, then repair and improve the river. By 
my life, bringing prosperity is more pleasant lor us than their 
leaving or undergoing poverty^ or falling short ol that which 
sets right the cities, WassalamT' 

17 K. Imam 'Ah (a.s.J: “The virtue ol a ruler [sultan) is ill the 
development ol Hit cities. 


5/3 

Agricultural Development 

179. Imam "All (a.s,); "He who finds waLer and land and then 
becomes poor., God will send him iar [from 1 hs Mercy j. 

180, Imam f AH (a.s.);. "Verily* there are five ways of [earning| 
livelihood for people; rulership,. developing, trading, leases and 
taxes.■ .Concerning development, God Almighty says: He 
trough! you forth from the mrth ami wad? it your inbahhaiion [to 
develop it]'' 5 It is imp]ted here that God the Exalted has 
commanded his servants to construct the earth so that it will be 
a means for their livelihood through what grows from it such 
as gram, fruits and other things which God lias made as 
provision for people.” 1 * * 4 


i mhj fil-Batjighab, Letter 53, Tnhaf al-'UquL p. 12*- 

2, Tdriikh M-Ya'qubt, vol, 2, p. 2U3. 

CfhxntT atifikani, h. toil 4 'Uynn ffl-Hikato rm - 1 '' u0iA 

4 Qnrh al-hnAd. p. 5 IS, h. -im. Bihar s!Anwar, vol. 103, p. *-\ h Ul - 

5. Qur'an, J t: 61. 

6, Was&'it al-Sbi'A, vol. J y jv W5* h. 10, BiharaMtiwAr, vol. ''y p. 46 ft 47. 
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l&l. Imam al-Baqir (a..*.): " r Ali (a.s.) used to write to his comm a rulers 
of the troops; “I implore by God to refrain from doing wrong 
to the farmers.” 

See 5/8 [Laying Taxes). 


5/4 


Development of Crafts 

182. Imam AH (a.s.); ] he profession of a person is a treasure."” 

183. Imam Mi {a.s.): "Verily God Almighty loves one who has a 
profession and is trustworthy.”^ 

184.. Imam r AIi (a.s,) - m an aphorism attributed to him: “Do not 
seek Speed of action, rather seek good quality. Indeed people 
will not. be asked how long they rook lo finish the job, but they 
will be asked about the excellence of the product, 

185. al-Kafi - narrated by Umm Hasan aI-Nakha‘[; "The Commander 
of the faithful passed by me and asked: “Lfmm Hasan! What 
do you dor” 

I said, "I am a spinner." 

J he Imam said, “Verily it is the most legitimate occupation 
[or] one of the most legitimate of.occupations/ 0 

186. Tafisir ai-Ayyashi - narrating from Muhammad ibn sd-Dabbr; 

Ibrahim al-NakhaT passed by a woman who was sitting at her 
doorstep in the morning holding a spindle: in her hands and 
spinning. Ibrahim told her: “O L.Jrnm Bakrl Eiave you not 
grown old! Is it not the time for you to put the spindle aside?" 


! ibid d-hitadi p. I3S, h 4$9, Bihjr liMnwar, vol. I-:m, p. 3 h j-j. 

2 . ttl-Maw&'ipnI-'Aditdiyai p. 55. 

vol s, p. 1 IJ. h. I, Man At" Yiihdtjrtfhu vol. 1, p. lia. h. ^ 5 go, al 

Kbisdt, p. 62 L h. IQ. 

4. Shark Nahj al-hahlghuh, vi>3, 20, p. 267, h. icn. 

5 rl 1 -Ka.fi t Vf][, 5, p. 3 JI, h. S?. Tahdbib ul-Ahkam , voJ fj, p. 3§T2. li J 127. 
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Umm Bakr said: ’’How should I pui it aside and I have 
heard r Ali Ibn Abl Talib the Commander of the Faithful (a.s,) 
say; Spinning is among the good occupations.’" 1 

Sec 5/5 (D&tfeiopmml uf Trade). 


5/S 

Development nf Trade 

187, Imam r A]i (a.s.); "Engage in trade as it makes you self-sufficient 
and independent of what is in the hands of others” 2 3 4 

188k Imam r AIi (a.s.) - to the freed slaves; "Carry on trade, may God 
grant you blessing. Verily, I heard the Messenger of Allah 
Cfa.w.) say: "Provision is in leu pans. Nine pans are in mule, 
and one h in other occupations,”' 

189. Imam "AM (a.*.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: ''Then 
make merchants and craftsmen -those who are permanently 
fixed, those who move about with their wares and those who 
profit from (the labor of) then own body- your own concern, 
and urge others to do so, for they are the bases of benefits and 
th e means of attaining conveniences, I'hey bring (benefits and 
conveniences) from remote and inaccessible places m the land, 
sea, plains and mountains, and from places where men neither 
gather together nor dare to go. They (the merchants and 
craftsmen) are gentle people from whom there is no fear of 
calamity and pacifying people from whom there is no worry of 
disruption. Examine their affairs in your presence and in every 
corner of your land.'" 1 

190. Imam C A 1 i (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar fas 
reported in Ttthaf af-'Uqiilj; "Now have the best intentions with 
merchants and craftsmen and give them good counsel whether 
they are settled (shopkeepers) or traders or laborers, because 


1. Tafur at- 'Ayyashi, voi ], p. 1 so, h 494, liihdr al-Anwar, yoJ L03, p Si t h is. 

7 dKdJT, vot 5, p. 149, h % Matt la Yuhdar t ih» al-Faqih t voJ. \ g. |«. si 3/2:5. al 

Khisal v p. 62!, b. 111. 

3. al-Kaff, voi. 5. p 1 1 y. h W, Man Id Yah data ha al-Fmpb, veil 3. p i-yz, h. 3722, 

Vddat til-Dd p. 72, 

4, Nahj a I- 8a high a h. Sermon 53 
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they- arc sources of profits and their providers jnd hungers, 
They bring them from distant and remote areas throughout the 
lands and sea, plains or mountains, from where people do nor 
fed at ease or dare to go, like die countries of your enemies 
they are people by whose hands God has brought comfort, 

So protect their dignity, secure their paths and gjve them 
hack their rights, lor they are peaceful and there is no fear of 
their harm. The most favorable affairs for them arc 
safeguarding their security and their authority. Look after their 
a fiat rs in your presence and in every corner of your land.” 1 


5/6 

Dirccl Inspection of the Bazaars 

19L bnam al-Baqir (aJu); "The Commander of the Faithful was 
among you in Kub and every morning he would leave the 
si alehouse and walk through the markets of Kub one by one 
while carrying a double headed whip called a 'sabtba on bts 
shoulder. He would stop before people of every market and call 
our: “O Tradesmen! Be wary of Cod Almighty!” 

When the marketers heard iris call, they would give up what 
they were doing and attentively listen to him. 

Then he would say: "Seek what is best, look for blessing by 
being lenient, be close to the customers, adorn yourself with 
tolerance re fra: n from swearing, avoid telling lies, beware of 
doing injustice and assist the oppressed m returning hts right. 
Do not seek nearness to usury and observe fully the measure 
amt the balance. Do not cheat the people of (heir goods and do 
not act wickedly on the earth, causing corruption.” 

He would walk around al! the ba/aars of Kufa, then he 


I Titbaj al-'llqui, p. iau. 
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would return and sit for [seeing into the affairs of] the 
f jj J 

people, 

192- Imam Husain; Aii {a.s.J rode on the Prophet*s fsa.w.) mule 
called ‘Shahba" in Kuia and visited every market. He entered 
the butcher's market and called out: “O group of butchers! Do 
not cut the spinal cord of the animal nor make haste in talcing 
its life. Let the soul gently leave its body. Avoid from blowing 
into the meat when selling it for 1 have heard the Messenger of 
God (sa.w.) prohibited doing so," 

Then he went to the date sellers and said: "Display the bad 
products just bke you display the good ones.' 1 

Then he went Lo the fish dealers and cold them: "Do not sell 
except good fish, and refrain Jroin selling what is caught dead 
[floating].” 

Then he entered the Kunasa area [In Kitfa] where various 
transactions were being made by the copper dealers, liquid 
sellers, sellers oi swaddling clothes and needles, and there were 
.ilso exchangers and sellers of camphor .md doth. lie called out 
loudly to them: "Swearing oaths is common in your markets; 
protect yourselves from your oaths with charity and avoid 
swearing oaths, as God Almighty will not purify he who uses 
Ills Name in oath and tells liesT“ 

193- Fad# 'if al-Sahdkt - narrating from Abu al-.Sahba': 11 J saw c Ali 
ibn Abi Tilth h-j.s.) passing by the side of a pasture and asking 
about the prices."' 1 


i. ai-Kilfi) vol. . 5 , p. Ml, h, c Tabdhib iti-Ahkit pjj, vti ], p ti, Li. lv, id-/} nui'f, Mu fid, ». 

197, h. an 

■ ■ tit-Jfi'f/inyii/ p. 2 3a, Dan 'em nl-lslam. v.ol, 1, p. 53ft, h. 141 
t, fatitl 'it at-Snhaba , va], |, p h. Dhakbei'ir at 'Uqbn, p ]9S 
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194* Qa'a'im al-hlanv. “He [' Ali] (a.s.) used lo walk in the market 
places holding a whip in his hand with which he would punish 
the defrauders who used short measures and the cheaters in the 
trading with Muslims. 

Asbagh said: ll One day [ told him: O Commander of the 
Faithful! You may stay home and I will do it for you." He 
replied; “O Asbagh 1 * You are not giving me good advice.” 1 

1M5. Tarlkh Damashq — narrating from Abu Sa id: 'Ali (a.s.) used to 
come to the market and say "O Tradesmen! Be wary of Cod 
and avoid taking, oath, for taking oath will ruin the deeds and 
bring (he blessings to naught. Indeed, a tradesman is vicious 
unless he receives right (fully) and pays the right, WassalaniA’ 

1%. Rabf dlAhmr, "'AH (a.s.) would pass, by the salesmen in ibe 
marker and say to them: “Do good. Sell goods to the Muslims 
at cheap prices, because this will increase prosperity.” 3 * 5 6 

1*J7h Tiirikh Dimashq — narrating from Zadan: "When he ['Ali] (a.s.) 
was a ruler, he would walk around alone in the Markets. He 
would guide the lost ones f help out toe poor and when he 
passed by the salesmen and the shopkeepers, he would open the 
!Li i 3ttd recite, This is the sthode of 'he Hereafter which We 
shall gram to them who do not dor re lo dominate in the earth nor to 
rause wiruphatt.” He would then say; “This verse is revealed 
concerning the just and humble leaders and the people who 
possess power.’" : 

198, Maker rim ahAkhlaq - narrating From Washika: “I saw F Ali (a.s.) 
who was wearing a short garment and had pulled his robe up to 
the middle of Ins foreleg while holding a whip in bis hand and 
walking around the market saying; "Be wary of Cod and 
observe the measure fully / as if he was a teacher for children/ 1 * 


I Da'.s )m al-Jslfitft, vo\. 2, p. j3fc, h : £ >E 3 . 

1. Tdrfkh Dimashf. vol, 42, p. 4U% d-Ahidnh wa nI-Mdr, vcJ. _s, p. 2 &X 

h. 4, ill Ghana, vol. i. p. l m. 

3 Ho la hil-Abrdr, vo| 4, p 154 

4, Qur'an, 2W. S3, 

5 Tiirikh Dimfqbq. vol 42, p. m, al-Eifaya wa al-Nihdya, vol S d p. 5, Manwjb 'Ah 

ihn A hi Talib, vo!. 2 , p, hr 

6 MukHrim ai-Akhlaq, vol. l, p. 247, Is, 732. 
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199. al-Tabaqdt al-Kahra -narrating from Jarmu^ ,L I saw 'Mi (a-s.) leaving 
his seat ot reign and he had two piei.es of cheap nothing on, a 
loincloth covering down to the middle of his foreleg .and a rube 
which was rolled up close to die lower p'art ol the lomclud,. 1 Ic was 
holding a whip and walking in the markets enjoining the marketers 
to be wary of God and make fair deals, lie would say: Be loyal m ihc 
measure and balance/ And: "Do not blow in the meat, 11 

201). Makarim al-AkbU y - narrating from 'Abdullah ibn 'Abbas: "When 
he [Ibn l Ahbas[ returned from Basra and entered Kufa carrying 
money 3 he saw the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.J standing in the 
market and .shouting: "Q People! From now on whomever 1 see 
selling hiiglisb, the fish caught dead [floating] and eels, 1 will punish 
them with this whip/' The whip he had was cubed Sab Livy a . 

Ibn c Abbas says, “1 greeted him and lie returned the greeting and 
then said, e O Ibn 'Abbas! What happened to the money?'" 

■ 1 said, "Mere u is, O Commander of the faildiful/ I gave it to 
him and lie brought me near to him and welcomed me/ 1 

After th.ic T a herald came to him carrying bis sword, announcing 
the selling of it for seven dirhams and i her. he said: ll I nud u share 
in the Muslims’ public treasury as little as the price ol un Arab tooth 
brush, 1 would not sell the sword.' 1 

He sold the sword and bought himself a shirt l'or four dirhams, 
gave two dirhams as charily and treated me is a guest lot ihree days 
with the remaining one dirham. 

201 . Fnfa'il al Sab aba - narrating from Abu Matar al-liasri who said: "I 
saw 'Mi (a.s.) going cowards the djee sellers. A female slave was crying 
near a date seller. He ['Mi] asked her "What has happened ro you?" 

The female slave said: "He sold me some dales for one dirham, 
bui my master returned them and lie r _thc dale seller| :s no^ refunding 
the money/' 

'Mi (a.s.J said: "O owner of the dates! Take your dates back and 
refund her money as she is only a slave and she is not in authority/ 

The date seller pushed "Ail (a.s.) back. The Muslims said to him 
"]_")n you know whom you pushed back/' lie said: '"No I do col. 1 ' 
They said: "ll is the Commander of the Faithful/' At this rime, he 
look back the dales and refunded lier the dirhams. 


|. al-Jab^at iil-Kubra, v-ol. \ p. 28, Tarlhh Dimashq, vat .42, p 44, Tankh allstem 
Vrj]. i p. 64s 

2 Makanw ftf-Akblaa, vol. I, p. 249, h. 740. 
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He then said co ' ALl (a.s.): “I would like you to be pleased with me/' 

1 Ali (a.s.) said, H will be pleased with you only when you fully 
observe the rights of people.” 1 

202 . Makarim al-AkhUq - narrating from Mukhur al-Tamman "l used to 
spend the nights in the mosques and stay in the open square and buy 
bread from a grocer (he was Irom basra). One day, J went out and all 
of a sudden j man called upon me and said: 'Hold up your gown; it 
will stay cleaner this way and il will be closer Vo God-fearing. 

1 asked who he was and I was told [hat he was Ah ibn Abi l aim (a.s ). 

! went after him while he was going towards the camels market. 
When he got rhere, he stopped and said: “O Tradesmen! beware of 
false swearing, as is would ruin the good> and bring the blessings :o 
naught ” 

lie then continued moving till he reached the date sellers. At llils 
time, a female slave was crying before a dale seller 

I |e asked her, “What happened 10 you?' 1 

She answered, lL I am a slavrgirl. My people have rent use to buy one 
dirham oT dates Lor them When I took the dates to them. they did noi 
like it, so 1 returned them, but this man refuses to take them back.' 1 

I It- said. w O Man! Take the dates back and refund her money'" 

Ucjthe salesman] refused lo do so. He was told: “Ihis [m.in| is 
'Ali ibn Abi jalib <o.s./-" Then he took back the dales and refunded 
her the money and said: “O Commander of the Faithful! I did nut 
recognise you, Forgive me " 

He said, H 'Q tradesmen! be wary of God and make your dealings 
fairly. May God forgive you and us.' 1 

He then left that place and arrived in the canvas marker and 
encountered ,i handsome man He s^ud: £L G Man! Do you have two 
garments for five dirhams A 

The man rose to his feel and said, "0 Commander of the 
Faithful! 1 have what you warn,” Since the shop owner knew it was 
the Imam, he left him and went to another young person and said: 
"O Young man! Do you have rwo garments Lor !:vr dirhams?” 

He said; 4L Ycs I doT He bought the two garments, one of them was 
lor three dirhams anti the ocher was for two. He said; “Q Qanbar! 
You take the garment fll’iat is for three dirhams," 

Qanbar said: "You deserve it more; you go on the pulpit and give 
sermons to people-” 


I Fa4 a 'il df-^ohdiw, vul. i ; p. e .2 t h h to62, Rak' k-Abmr, voS. 4, p ivi 
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He 5 o j d.: “And you arc young and have youthful wishes, and 1 
feel shy of myself' before God tu took superior to you, 1 have 
heard the messenger of God {s.a,w.) say: “Clothe your servants 
from what you clothe yourselves and feed them from what you 
feed yourselves," 

When he ji-uL on the garment he noticed dial the sleeves were longer 
than his hands, f le said: "Cut off the extra . 11 And the young man did 
so Then he said;'*Come forward and let me stitch it. 

1 A 1 i (a,s,) replied: “Leave u as it ls, as things will pass sooner 
than that l]i;f-c shall come to an end soonj.” 

203 , Tajikb til-Ttih&n narrating froTii YaYTd ibiYUdav ibn 'Lf.thman; l saw 
'Ali fa.s.j passing by rhe [ laindan neighborhood, He saw two groups 
fighting there, lie separated them and then kept on going and he heard 
someone say: "Come to my help for God's sake:" 

1 le quickly ran towards him sn such a way that i heard the sound of 
Ins footwear and lie was calling out- "Help is coming lo you, 

At this moment, he saw a mail who was holding on to anmhei 
man's collar. He said: "O Commander of the Fiiiihiul! 3 sold 3 
garment to this man for nine dirhams on the condition that he 
would not gLvc me torn and defective dirhams (and this was their 
common condition of that time) and now ■ come lo him to 
change these dirhams for me and he is refusing to do so. So 1 held 
on to him, and hr: slapped me," 

'Ali (as.) said: “Change it for him]'' He then said: “What is 
your proof for being slapped?" 

The man showed his proof. J hen 'All (a.-s.) sea Led the nun and 
told him [the complainant | to take revenge on him. I he man said. 
"I forgive him O Commander of the Faith lull* 

Ah (a.s.) said, "I wanted to be cautious for your rights." Then he 
gave the man nine lashes and said, ''This is the ngliL of the state.”' 

S/7 

Prevention of Hoarding 

204. Imam 'Ali (a.*,) - in his IcLLer to Rif a'a: “Forbid hoarding, 
punish the one who commits it and penalize hint by revealing 
what he had hoarded. 1 '' l 


i Makars m rtl-Akhhlq, vol. L p- 224. h 6S l J. Aha < (., gl-Ghtrat, val l, p. ito, Mtm&qih 
a! /m tint shornr nt-Mu 'mint in vol. l, p. fitn, h i JAI3. 

2. Tdrihh it1- Tabu n, vol. 5. p 156. >il-KaM'dJi af lunkb, vol p. -1.2. 

\ 72 1 ',v 'ttn at hlam, vol. 2, p. J6. h St). 
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205, Imam f Ali (a.s,) - in his instructions to Malik abAshLar: "Then 
do good to traders and craftsmen (or examine their affair), 
Know, nevertheless, that m many of them, there are shameful 
miserliness, detestable avarice, hording of benefits and 
arbitrariness in sales. J hey hoard goods Jor profiteering and fix 
high prices for the merchandise. This is a source of loss to all 
and a stain upon rulers. So prohibn hoarding* for the 
Messenger of God (s.a.w.) prohibited it. Let selling be 
open handed one with justly balanced scales and prices* not 
harmful to either party, the seller or the buyer. Whoever lets 
himself be tempted to hoard after you have forbidden him (to 
do so}, make an example of him and punish him, but not 
excessively/’' 

5/8 

Levying Taxes 

2U6. Imam 'Ah (a.s.) - m his letter to the tax collectors: "In the 
Nttmc of God the All-Beneficent* the AlhMerciful. From the 
servant of God 1 All, Commander of the Faithful to the tax 
collectors: So notv, he who does not fear where he is going (viz. 
the Hereafter) does no! send forward for himself that which 
could protect him; mid he who follows his desires and 
surrenders to them (despite of hj.s knowledge of benefits that 
exist in L.he hereafter), will soon be among the regretful, 

Know that the most felicitous person in the world is he who 
withdraws from what he knows is detrimental to him; and the 
most wretched person is he who follows passions. So take heed! 

Know that whatever good you forward |to the Hereafter] 
will belong to you; apart from that, whatever you send forth, 
you would like that there would be a long distance between you 
;md that. God warns you to beware of [disobeying] Him and 
God i$ the most Affectionate and the most Merciful to His 
servants. Certainly the loss of what you were negligent of, 
would return to you. And what you have demanded, is little* 
and Allah 3 s reward is great. 


I NabjaiBal&gkab, Letter^ Tttbaf ai-'Usui, p. 140, 
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If there were no punishment to be kared ol in doing 
injustice and aggression that has been prohibited, there 
certainly is enough reward in avoiding if leaving no excuse lor 
anyone to give it up. Be merciful so that you may be granted 
(Ills) Mercy. Do not torture servants of God: and do not task 
them beyond their capacity. Be fair to people and be patient in 
fulfilling their needs, since you are the treasurers ol the 
subjects. Do not keep doorkeepers lor yourselves; and do not 
prevent anyone from gaining access to you to pursue his case. 
Do not take anyone for anyone else except he who has 
guaranteed for him. Make yourselves patient regarding the joys 
|of life]; and beware of postponing tasks and repelling 
goodness, for certainly there is regret in doing so. Wassalam!” 

2117. iil-Kaft - narrating from Muhajir, on the authority of a man 
from the I'haqif tribe: ‘"Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) appointed me 
as tax collector in Lhe region of Banqtya and a village in Kufa 
and told me in the presence of the people, L See into the (land) 
taxes and make attempts in (collecting) them. Do not neglect 
even a single dirham, and whenever you want to go there come 
to me (first)/” 

[He said,j “1 went lo him and he told me: ‘Indeed, what you 
heard from me was a kind of plan and tactic. Never beat a 
Muslim, a Jew or a Christian for ,i dirham of tax; or sell an 
animal used by people for [levying] taxes, because we arc 
ordered to take from them the extras [to their income] ” 

20K, a 1 S# a a n a l-Kub m — n a r rati n g fro m ' A bd a l-M a 1 i k i bn ' LI m ay r : 
;1 A man from the Thaqif tribe told me that 'All ibn Abi I alib 
(a.s.) assigned me [to collect Laxes| over the vast region of 
Shapur and said: “Never whip anyone for collecting a dirham 
of tax or sell their sustenance, their winter or summer clothes, 
or their animals that they use. And do not appoint a person to 
collect a dirham,” 


]. Wiiifa! Sijjiti, p. 108, Ai-Mi'yar p 122, a.so cl , Nffhj til-Baldfihflb, 

Letter SP 

2. ni-Ksifi. vol j, p mr, h. £, Tihdhih u'-Ahkam , vol 4, p. ytf, h. 275, Man {<} y&hd&rahn a/ 

[• t zql^ voi. 2, p. 2-, ll. IbOS. 

3. An area in baghtbth 
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The man said: “I told him; "Q Commander of the hnLhful! 
In that case I would return to you empty-handed as J left you 
empty-handed!”' 

Hi- said, u Even tf you reLurn as you left. Woe onto you!. We 
are ordered to take from them Lhe extras. >:l 

209. Tti rik h Dim a shq - n a r rat i n g I ro n i A b d a l - M a ] ik i b n ' J may i: “ A 
man from Thaqif told me that' All ibn Abi Talib fa.s.) assigned 
me [ro collect taxes] over the region of'Ukbitra (where no one 
who performed prayers lived) and told tne in Lire preset]ee oi 
Lire people there: 'Taxes must be fully taken from them. Take 
care not to show them leniency; then he told me to go to him 
at noon time.” 

J went to him and I did not see any doorman (at his place) 
to stop me. 1 saw him sitting down, and there was a bowl acid a 
water jug. He asked for his hag .md I said ld myself that maybe 
he wanted to do me a favor, as I did not know what was in the 
bag. J found that the bag was sealed and he broke the seal and 
there was sawuf in it, He took it out, put it in a bowl and 
poured some water on ii. He then drank fro.ni it and also gave 
me some to drink. 

I could not help asking him: l 2 O Commander of the 
Faithful- Do you act like this in Iraq? The Iraqis have much 
better food than this.” 

Fie said, “Know that by God, 1 do not seal it our of avarice; 
rather I buy as much as it meets my needs, for I fear that if it is 
not scaled, other things may be added to it. -So ! take care ot it 
]by scaling it]' ;md I dislike using anything other than clean 
food. As for what I said in the presence of tlie people, I had no 
option but to say what 1 said to you. I hey aie deceitful people; 
but now I order you how to deal with them, for if you act that 
way* you will be saved; otherwise - besides me - God will also 
reprove you. If I am informed Lhat you have acted contrary to 


1 iil-Swan fi!-Kubni, voJ i >. p. 14}, h l 3c-, Usd al-Ghstfot, voi. 4, p US., h 37E9, Kant 

a! 'Uivmtii vu]. 1, p. SDL, h. iksS 

2 A toed mddc ot wheat and barley ( k*ur 

.1 Jt is item ihut he means that if this Food is ndded to, his In end'-: md relatives 
nuj;hi ,idd benei food lo ip riad this i 1 . why he buys lo his need md scuts the 
conu Iner. 
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w hat [ have ordered you, I will dismiss you. Do not sell (take 
from) their daily foods and their summer and winter clothes; 
do not whip anyone for a. dirham, nor disgrace them, as we are 
not ordered to do so; do not seize their draught horses, since 
we are ordered to take from them she extras." 

Tlie man said: I told him that I would return the same way 
that I went (with empty hands),* 

'Ah (a.s.) said: "'Even if you do so/’ 

fire man said: ll I went on to collect taxes as he had ordered 
me and by God; when I returned I gave him what was with me 
to the last dirham.* 1 

210. imam A!i (a.s.) - in his letter to one of his administrators 
whom he had vein for (collecting) taxes: "I order him to be 
wary ol God m his secret matters and hidden actions where 
there is no witness except He and no one watches save lie. 

I also order him that whatever he does in obedience to God 
openly should nor be different from what he docs secretly. He 
whose hidden position is not different from his open position 
ano whose action is not different from his words has 
discharged his obligation and his worship is pure. 

I also Older him that he should not harass them, should not 
be harsh with them and should not turn away from them 
because of superiority of official position over them, for they 
are brethren in faith and help in the recovery of rights. 

Certainly you have a fixed shate and a known right in these 
alms, and there are other sharers who are poor, weak 
and starving. We shall hilly discharge your rights. So you 
should fully discharge their rights, if you do not do so, you 
will have the largest number of enemies on the Day of 
Judgment. How wretched is the man whose enemies in view 
of Allah arc the needy, tile destitute, the beggars, the turned 
away, and the indebted and (penniless) travelers. 


h TdHkh Dimadt, vd. 42, p. 487, Mwhya, vol. ], p. g£ AWf. xi Mi'ydr*}■ 

Mnwaiin, p. ?AS, 
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] Je who treats the trust lightly* indulges in treachery and does 
not keep himself and Jus faith untarnished by jr has certainly 
deserved humiliation in this world* and his humiliation and 
disgrace in the Hereafter will be greater. Surely the greatest 
treachery is treachery against the Muslim community and the 
ughe.st deceit is deceit towards Lite Muslim leaders. Was.salaml '' 1 

21J, imam r AI i (a. 5 .) — from his instructions rhai he used to write to 
whomever he appointed for lire collection of taxes: “Move on 
with the fear of Cod who is One and. has no partner. Do not 
[tighten any Muslim. Do not pass over his lands without his 
vati.se nt* Do not Lake from, him more than God's right in his 
wealth, When you go to a tribe, you should stay at iheii watering 
place instead of entering their houses* Then go to them 
maintaining your dignity, calm, When you arc in their midst 
salute them and do not be negligent in greeting and respecting 
them. 

Id! ihem: "O servants ol God. rhe vicegerent of God and His 
caliph has sent me to you to codecL from you God’s right in youi 
wealth, ft there anything of His right i n your wealth? If so. give it 
to His vicegerent." !J someone says no, then do not repeat the 
demand |accepr his plca|, ll someone speaks to you in ihc 
affirmative, then go with hum without frightening him* 
threatening him r making him nervous or behaving with tyranny. 
Take what he gives you such as gold or silver (coins). ft' he has 
cal lie or camels do not enter upon them save with his permission* 
because the major part is his. Therefore, when you gel ihcrc Jo 
not emer upon them as one who has full control over them or in 
a violent manner. 

Do not scare away and frighten any animal; do not Cease and 
bother their owner. Divide the property into (wo pails and lei the 
owner choose one. When he has chosen do not object to it Then 
divide ihc remaining into two parts and lei him choose one and 
when he has chosen do not raise any ob[Cution. Continue like this 
l til only that much remains which is enough lo satisfy God’s dues* 

Lben take God’s due Jrum it. If he still disputes your action allow 
his views* then mix the two (separated) parts and repeal what you 
had done before until you Lake God ft dijr from Isis wealth. 


1. Nahj al-Baltigkah, Letter 26 * Bthai al-Zlmpfiy, voJ. 32, p. 52S, h. 2ts, Also cf., 
Q'i'a im alh'anu vcT i r p. 252, 
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Do not take an old, decrepit, broken, limbed, sick or 
unsound animal. Do not entrust them (for custody) except to 
one whom you are confident of his faith and takes care of 
Muslims wealth until he hands it over to their chief to 
distribute it, Do not entrust rite animal to- anyone except a well 
wisher. God-fearing, trustworthy and watchful, and a person 
who is not harsh on Muslims’ wealth nor makes them 
exhausted too much, nor tires them, nor labors them. Then 
send to us all that you have collected and wc shall deal with it 
as God has ordered. 

When your trustee Lakes over (the animal) toll him that he 
should not separate the she-camel from its young and not to 
milk so much Lhat nothing is left for its young and also that he 
should not exhaust it in riding, and should treat it and all rest 
fairly, He should allow Camels (that arc tired) to rest, and drive 
with case those whose hoofs have been rubbed off. When 
passing a water spring he should take the camels there for 
drinking and should not take them away from vegetated land 
to barren paths. lie should allow them rest now and then and 
give them lime near water and grass. In this way when they 
reach us by will of God they will be fat with plenty of marrow 
and would noi be fatigued or distressed, We will then 
distribute them according to the (commands of) the Book 
of God and th e surma of His Prophet (s.a.w.) Certainly this will 
be a great source ci reward for you and a means, to secure your 
salvation by the will of God/ :| 


! Nahj nl-Baldghah, Letter 25. al-Kafi, voJ. ' J ; p. iVi, h. f. Tabdhfb ai-Ahkam. vo-. i, p 
\). 274, 
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212. Imam 'All in his instructions to Malik a l-Ash tar! "Investigate 

the situation of the laud tax in a manner Lh-si wi.ll rectify the slate of 
those who pay ]t, lor in the correctness of the land tax and the 
welfare of the Lax payers as the welfare ol others. The welkre of others 
wit] not be achieved except thro.ugh them, for the people, all of them, 
are dependent upon The land tax and (hose who pay it. Let your care 
for the prosperity of the earth be deeper than your care for the 
collecting of land rax, for it will not be gathered except in prosperity 
Whoever exacts land tax without prosperity has desolated the land 
and destroyed the servants {of God}. Hls affairs will remain in order 
but briefly. So if your subjects complain of burden, of blight, ol the 
cutting off of irrigation wafer, of lack of ram, or ol the 
Transformation of the earth through its being inundared by a flood 
or ruined by drought., lighten (their burden) to the extern you wish 
their affairs to be rectified. And let not anything by which you have 
lightened their burden weigh heavily against you, tor it is a store 
which they will return to you by bringing about prosperity in your 
Sand and embellishing your rule. You will gain their fairest praise and 
pride yourself at the spreading forth of justice among them, You wiL3 
be able to depend upon the increase in their strength (resulting) from 
w hat y o u stored aw a y with the m wh e n y o u ga v e them e j s f. and up a 11 
their trust, since you accustomed them to your justice toward them 
through your kindness to (hem Then perhaps matters will arise 
which aiterwurds they will undertake gladly if in these you depend 
upon them, for prosperity will carry that with which you burden il, 
Truly tile des[rucrinn of Thc tarth onIy iesu]ts fromi the dcstitu1 1 on o ‘ 
Lis inlvabi Unfit, and its inhabitants become destitute only when rulers 
concern themselves with amassing (wealth}, when 1 lie)- have 
misgivings about the endurance (of their own rule) and when they 
prof'll link from warning examples.' 5 

213. Imam 'Ali (a.s,) in his instructions to Malik al-Ashlar (as narrated 
in 7 k baf a!-' lfy&lj "Gather tax-paye rs of nil rhe regions under y ou i 
dominion and order them to inform you of rhe situations of thoii 
regions including ways ol prOSpeiity and the ease ;n tire collection of 
raxes. Then check tile views raised by the experts other thill tax¬ 
payers. If I hey complain ol heaviness of taxes, or problem caused by 
the severing of the irrigation water, or ol a change iti tin condition 
of the land either due in Good or drought or pestilence, you should 
rumil the tS!t to ihc extent iliac you hope Cod will improve their 
position. If they seek help in rectifying what they can do with their 
own fortune, you should assist them; for your assistance well bring 
about prosperity. 


I. Nahj a lBttlaghah, [ cue: S3. Also cl , lAr'.t ‘im al-hltim, vul. I p 3rvt. 
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I he remission granted for the removal of distress from them 
should not be grudged by you, because it is an investment 
which they will return to you in Lhe form of prosperity of your 
country, the progress of your dominion, the earning of their 
praise, well intention and happiness in addition to those which 
Allah makes easy for you to attract, The land tax cannot be 
collected through fatigue and exhaustion, yet, it is what you 
can depend upon. Besides, ll something happens, you can 
depend upon them, that is because of the strength you 
preserved abundantly for your sell in them through catering far 
them and also because of their trust in you that you have 
gained through always treating them justly and also because 
you have shown to them that you have understood their 
excuses concerning the matters you relied on them and they 
happily accepted them. Indeed prosperity of towns guarantees 
what you expect and impose and Lhe poverty and ruin of the 
land is because of the poverty of its people and people become 
poor when rulers turn towards extravagancy, As a result there 
remains very little hope for them (rulers) to remain m their 
post because of benefiting little from past lessons.”' 

5/9 

Kef raining from Delaying the Distribution uf Public Assets 

214. Amah al-Ashmf - narrating from Abi Salih al-Samman: "I saw 
'All Ills.) enter the public treasury and he noticed some money 
there and he said: “These are here while there are people in 
need?” He then ordered the money to be distributed among 
people He had lhe place swept and sprinkled with water and he 
said Ins prayers there."' 1 

215, al-Ghdnft — narrating from Bakr ibn 'Isa mentioning the 
conduct {slra} of Imam ( Ali {a.s.J: “Verily be distributed (among 
the people) whatever there was tn the public treasury, 1 here 
came no Friday when anything would remain in the treasury'. 
Every Thursday evening, he ordered the treasury to be cleaned 
irid .sprinkled with water and he would then perform two units 
{uik'd s) of prayers, 11 ' 


1 Tithttfal-'Uqnl t p. 1.37- 

2. AtiUib iil-Akhnif vol a. p. yi |, Tiirikb Dimaihsh vo!. C., p. 4 % 

V (lUjhdrai. v a 1 1, p. 69 Alio c(.. HiUytti nl-Awiiyd, vol p jljo. 
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216. ai-Gb&mt — narrating from Mujamma' abTaymir "In truth, Ah 
fa.s.) would sprinkle the treasury with water and perform 
supererogatory prayers there, saying: "Bear witness on t he: Day 
of Resurrection that I did not lock the wealth of the Muslims 
in you/ jJ 

217. Fadd 7/ al-Sahdba — narrating irom Mujimimf T-Tayml: “'AJl 
fa.s.) would order the treasury to be swept and sprinkled with 
water. After that he would perform his prayers there in the hope 
that it would bear witness for him on the Day of Resurrection 
that he did not lock up wealth from peopled’ 2 

218. 7 arikh Dimashq -narrating from Abu Hakim Sahib al-Htfa' on 
the authority of his father: l "ASi (a.s.J would distribute the 
collected wealth [among people] three Limes a year. Once, some 
wealth was brought lg him from Isfahan and he said: ‘Proceed 
for the fourth distribution, Certainly \ am not the one who 
amasses [wealth].” 

[The narrator says] "[ 1c distributed the ropes and some 
people took [their share] and some refused to take." 3 4 

21 1 !. Muni) ai-Dh&hab - regarding the events of the year 3X Ai 1 / 65 R 
C’E: "'Ah’s (a,s.) companions received from him their 
provisions three times a year, depending on whatever wealth lie 
woul lJ receive. He then received some wealth from Isfahan and 
he said: “The fourth distribution shall be next morning. By 
God, I am nor the one who a masses [wealth].’’ 

1 le was an exemplar for Lhe people in Lhe distribution of the 
public wealth and he would take a share for himself like any of 
the other people," 

221b AlAm&U - narrating from Haial lLui Muslim at-lahdari: “I heard my 
grandfather. Jar rah (or Jawwah) say: “I was in the presence of 
'Alt ibn Abi I Tib fa, 5 .) in an evening when some money was 
brought to him." 

He said. "Distribute this!” 


I. ai-Gihinit, veil, I, p. 4 U, Tdrikk al-Kbalafa, p. 213. Also cf., Manx qih ul-hndm Am ft 
ai-Mu''mmitt, vol p. 1-2, h. S 3 7. 

-■ Fadal atStiktibii, vol. I, p 533. b. KS&, Tartkh ttl-hl&n ?, vol. p. Ml, 

’. Tt I rik h Dimmhq . vol, 4 2 , p. 477 , slAm w&l, p. 1 84 , h 67 . 1 , Kant ai- 'Urn mil!, vol p 
5U, h, 11703- 

4, Muryjai-Dhiihab. vol 2 , p. ill, 
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The people said: ll Q Commander of the Faithful] It is night 
now, put u off until tomorrow/ 1 

He said: "Do you guarantee that I will live until tomorrow?” 

They replied: “It is not in our hands/' 

He said: ‘Then do not delay it and distribute it.” A candle 
was brought in and the money was distributed on that same 
night.” 1 

221. al-Ghaml - narrating from Dahhak ibn Muzahim from imam 

Ali (a.s.); "My friend, the Messenger of God (s.j.w.) would not 
keep anything for the next day, but Abu Baler did. 'Umar ibn 
Khattab 1 however, decided to establish bureaus and the 
distribution o£ the wealth to be on yearly basis, bul 1 will do as 
did my triend, the Messenger of God (s.a.w.)* 

[The narrator said:] 'Ali (a.s.) used lo distribute the wealth 
every Friday and would say: 

"This n my harvest and the best of it is in 

Yt% every harvester pjns it with his own hand in his own 
mouth i 

222. Shark Nahj alBald?bah — narrating from Abd al-Rahmjin ibn 

Ajlan: " Ali (a.s,) used to distribute seed?; of flax, pepper-grass, 
caraway, and other things among the people.”" 


i al-Amdli by al-Tusi, p 4fr4, h. ww, Tanhlh al'Kha&atir, vd. i, p, n\ Ahmdiiib ‘Air 
thn Ah; Talib, vol. i, p. y?v 

2. Ibn Athlr said, "This is a parable firm uttered by 'Atnr, Judhtmi's nephew, lie 
jnd bn friends were picking mushrooms and whenever his friends found n 
&ood mushrotmi, they would pm n in their mouth, bul lie would pEace ii m hit 
sleeve m ttike it ic his |inal«nalj uncle. l A!i {*.$.} hat implied by this parable 
that be does not tuin the Muslims' wealth; rather, be puts ;i in ns rightful 
place iil-Nihsiyn, col. I, p. V;-;), 

t al-C hi rat, vo t i , p 4'd Bihtir iil-Asrindr, vol i0% p no. h.'J 

4 Shark Nahj al-Balaghah, vd. 2, p, al-Gharai, vof l p. no. BifsAr af-Anwar, 
vol.4J, p. 13*. 
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223. Sharh Nahj af-Balaghah - na x ra ting froin 5 h a' b i; “I was a young 
man when I entered a square in Kufa together with other young 
men. J saw Aii (a.s.J who was standing over a pile ol gold and 
silver and holding a whip in his hand with which he was 
keeping people oft and at the same tunc distributing the 
property among people until there was nothing left of it. flion. 
he returned home without taking anything with him, neither 
tittle nor much. 

I went hack to my father and sard to him: "Today, [ saw the 
best of the people or the most foolish one!’ He asked: O son, 
who he was.” 

I said: All ibn Abi Talib {a,s.), the Commander of the 
Faithful. I saw him acting in such and such a way 11 , and l told 
him the story. 

My hither ivepi and said: “My soil! Yota have seen the best of 
the people .” 1 

224., Imam aJ-Baqir; "Some money was brought to 'Ah fa.s.), and he 
seated the weighers and the exchangers next to him. He then 
made a pile of gold and a pile of silver and said: s O reds and 0 
whites: 1 Be whatever you warn to be, red or white but deceive- 
someone else!” 

“77w is my harvest and the hat of i( is hi U; 

Yt't, every harvester puts it with his own hand in his own 
month, 

225 - T&akh Dim ashy - narrating from Abu Salih al-Samman: C I uw 
'Ah (a.s.) enter the treasury and see something there, and hr 
said; “f should not see it here, while people are in need of it J> 
Then he ordered ;l lo be distributed, had the treasury swept and 
sprinkled wich water, and he then performed prayers there or 
took an afternoon nap; or he slept there.” J 


I hb\tw ai-Baiitf'hafrj vcJ. a, p i^s. Bihar at-Anmit, vol. 4 j, p j^y 

■ P 2JS5. h 675, Hihyatif'l Miyn, vol. 1 p. SI. Shark Nahj at-Bftiavkah 

voL li>, p. \?&. 

t Tarikh Dintashq, val. 42, p. A7< h Mitmad Ihn Ja tl, p u; r h. ?.\a 
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226. Al-Da'awir: ’"Whenever the Commander of the Faithful gave 
out what was in the treasury, he would order it to he swept acid 
would perform prayers there and would say in his invocation: 
“O God! I seek Your protection from the sin that brings my 
deeds to naught' and I seek Your protection from the sin that 
expedites retribution; and I seek Your protection from the sin 
Ouit alters blessings; and 1 seek Your protection from the sin 
that holds back provision; and I seek Your protection from the 
sin that averts repentance; and 1 seek Your protection from the 
sin that tears apart immunity; and I seek Your protection from 
Lhe sin that brings about penitence; and 1 seek Your protection 
from the sin that withholds portion (in bounties)" 1 

5/10 

Equality in Distributing Public Assets 

227. iti-Ikhtisai - describing the characteristics and virtues of Imam 
'Ali (a.s.): "He made equal distributions and practiced justice 
among citizens. He appointed 'Ammar ibn Yasir and Abu 
Haytham ibn Tayyhan as directors of Lhe treasury of Madina 
and wrote to them: ‘"The Arabs, Qurayshitcs, Ansars, non-Arabs 
and whoever is a Muslim, whether from among the Arab or 
non Aral? tribes are all equal.” 

Said Ibn Han If brought a freed black slave lo him and asked: 
’'How much would you give him?” 

The Commander of the Faithful asked him: “How much 
have you received?” 

lie replied: "Three dinars. The others have received the same 
amount.” 

I 3k l imam said: "Give the freed one the same amount as 
others: three dinars.”" 

22&. AJ-Atnall - narrating from Ibrahim ibn Salih al-Amnati: “In lhe 
morning after the allegiance* he entered the treasury and 
distributed the wealth that gathered there among all the people 
present, giving three dinars to each one of them. 


]. id-Da p. eu, h. nju\ Bihar al-Anwar, vo!. 'J4, e. sh, !i. v 

-■ abikhti}iis, p. 152, B#ar uf-Anwat, vol. an, p. 107, h IP? 
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Sahl ibn Huuayf stood up and saidr “O Commander of the 
Faithful! J freed this slave,” 

Then tlit Imam gave hint [the freed slave] three dinars; Lire 
same amount that he had given to Haiilf .” 1 

229, at-Kaft - narrating from Abu Mikhnaf: ' L A group ol the Shi'ites 
□ me to 'All (a, s,) and said: 'O Commander of the Faith full Why 
don’t you distribute these assets among the dignitaries and chiefs 
and give them priority to us so lhai things can settle down Thcn h 
later you can return to the best of your character that God has 
bestowed on you, which is making equal distributions and 
practicing justice among citizens,” 

The Commander at the Faithful said: "Woe onto you! You are 
commanding me to seek support by doing ui|ustice and inequity 
to Lhe Muslims over whom I have been chosen as a guardian, By 
God, J will nor do that as long as the world remains and as long as 
I see stars in the skies. By God, even if it were my wealth,. 1 would 
distribute it equally among them; bow could il be when the wealth 
is theirs?” 2 

230, Imam VAli (a.s.) - in his sermon given when he was reprimanded 
for equal distribution of assets: "Regarding tins booty, no one 
should enjoy precedence in the shares of the booty. God die Great 
and Almighty has completed iLs distribution. It is God's 
possession and you Muslim are the servants of God I his is me 
Book of God; we recognize it, declare u and submit to i t. Our 
prophet’s Sunnah (ways of conduct and teachings) 3S with us. 
Hence submit to the matter. May God's Mercy be upon you! 
SJvTioeyer does not yield to this matter may leave us in any way he 

L w3 

chooses. 

231, Imam *Ali (a,s,) - Tom his letter to Masqala ibn Hubayra al 
Sbaybini, his administrator in Ardashir Khurrahf "Know that 
the ris;bt of those Muslims who are around you and I hose who are 
around me m this wealth is equal. For that reason they come to 
me to Lake it and return,” 11 


1 al-Amah by al-Tusi, p. h 1417, Mxm\qib. Air ibn Ah um.v, vo.l 2. p II 

2 xl-Kaji, voi 4, p 3J, h. 3, Tnhuftii 'LKpri, p- 383, Ndtht ui-Dnrr, vui. I, p US Also 

cf. , iil-Amdlt, p. 171, b, 6. 

V Tsihafeii-'VaJit. p. 184 , Mii'yar ai-Mawazhi. p. 1 FU Shark Nnbj ai Mlaghab^ vul. 7 , 
p. Ml 

■l A jee.ii -il in Bars (a province in southern Persia) which Ardashir Hubakan 
developed .md this area indudfs Shnaz and Kazmin 
1 jVj * hj a /- B a lag h a h, ..«uei RiLir ai-Anwdr, vol. 7';. p. 516, h. 7L2. 
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232. I IT3 iL m All (V*,) — from his letter to Hud hay fa ibn Yamati, his 
governor of Mida'in; L '[ command you to colled land uses 
rightfully and equally, do nol violate whit I sent you For ,vnd do not 
be negligent of it, nor make any innovation in it. Then distribute :L 
equally and fairly among those who are entitled to it.' 3 ' 

233. iiKfhduit — narrating from Abu Ishaq ahl Umadanl: <L Ywo women 
came to 'A3i (a.s.) at the time of the distribution {of'the wealth|. one 
was Arab and r h e other non-Arab and he gave each one of them 
twenty five dirhams and a measurement ol corn. 

file Arab woman said, " : Q Commander of the Faithful' L am in 
Arab and she 5S a non-Arab.” 

■All (a -s.) said; "By Cud! I Jo not set any preference for the 
children of Jsnia'il (Ishmael) over the children cl Ishaq (Isaac) in ilns 
booty. 33 ' 

234. A nuib nl-Aihraj '- naira ting from H ari;h: ' 1 wa % wi th 'Ah (a,s,) when 
two women came io him ami said- "O Commander of the Faith full 
We are poor and needy, 13 

Alt (a.s.) sard: “If you are truthful, your fights would be 
incumbent upon us and all the well-to-do Muslims * 

[hen he ordered a man to go along with them to the marker and 
to buy for each one of their, a measurement of corn, three pieces of 
clothes —dresses, scarves, and veils- and to give one hundred dirhams 
from his own grants lu each one of them. 

When they returned, one of them unveiled her Face and s.ud L 'Q 
Commander of the Faithful! Favor rne by what Cod has favored and 
honored you 

H e a s k ed: "tinw has, AlSail favored and honored me? rJ 

She said: “Ry rhe Messenger of Allah (s.,*.w }." 

All (a.s.) said: l 'Yoli are right, who are you?" 

She said: “] am an Arab woman and this WOman is a freed slave. 1 " 

fHanrh said:] "He took something from the ground and then 
said: "I have read whai was between the two tablets (the Quran) and 1 
did not find any virtue fur the children of Ismabl over the children 
of Ishaq, even by an insert's winy. 3 " 


J. Inhrtsl al-Q_uhib t p. 321 f ai Ddttijti xi-R afi p. 289* iff Air ai-AmeAr, v o 1. la, p. s», Eui. 

2. ttf-Gtirirfit,. veil I. p. 7 1 .:, .iit-Ikbut&f, p LM r if .'j iutx xl-Kul'rd. vol n, p. -ic h J2^9t>, 

3, Ansiib M-Ashjaf, vd], i, p, j?&, 
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235. Amdb alAdmlj- narrating from Mus r ab: "'All (a.s.) distributed 

everything among ns; he even distributed perfume among our 
■ i 

WiVCS. 

23ft. Amftb a I-Asbrdf - narrating horn Hanth: "I heard 'All (a.s.) say 
in his sermon: 'We ordered to give red garments and needles to 
the A hihdjirw women.' [Hanth says:] "I le had taken me needles 

t+2. 

as poll tax (jtzyf) from a group ol Jews. 

237, fad a 7/ a I-Sa ha ha - narrating fro m Fad ala ibii 'A bd a 1-M a li L 
on the authority of KatTm.au, daughter of Hu main al-Tabiya: 
'"Ali (a.s.) distributed ted garments among us in Kuia.” Fad a] a 
said: “We construed it as justice from him (a.s,).' ' 

238, AlManaqib - narrating from Hakim tbn Aw$: “'Ali (a.s.) would 

send |Leather| containers of honey to us to be distributed 

among lls. lie would then order the containers Lo be licked 

(cleanedl. Several times fruits were brought to him and he 

ordered them to be sold and the money deposited in the 
? >4 

treasury. 

239, Tdrikh Dimashq - narrating from Kulayb; “Some wealth was 
brought ro Ali (a.s.) from Isfahan. Fie divided it into .seven 
portions and found some bread in sr acid he idso divided that 
bread into seven parts and allocated each pan to one ol' the 
portions. He then called the chiefs ol the tribes; and drew lots 
among them to decide who to receive his ponion first.”" 


1. Amah ai-Aabraf vol.:. p. JV4. 

2. Ibid. 

% puff 'd ai-Sahilba. vol. I p. Si7. h. 920. Dhakkd’i? af-'Uqha. p i»u dl-Rijda at 
iWlfa, vid. 1, p. 221. 

■1. Man difib Ali tbnAbt vol, 2 , p. m, Bihar A-Arnmr, voL \ l r p, 117, h m. 

S, Tiwkh Dhiuuhq, vol. 42, p 4m, Ftufti 'laiS,ihab& t vol. I. p. l.i 9U3 
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240, af-Gharai - narrating from KuUyb ai-jarmi: “I was with 'All 
(a.s.) when some wealth was brought to him from the 
mountains. He stood up and we rose along with him too, and 
went toward the don key-keepers and camel-drivers. People 
crowded around him. I lien he took some pieces of rope, tied 
them together and made a fence around the wealth and said Ll l 
shall not let anyone pass through this rope.” 

We sat behind the rope and 'Ah (a.s.) walked over the rope and 
said: "Where are the chiefs of the seven tribes?” 

They went to hnu and began to move the saddlebags here 
and there until they divided them into seven portions.” 

Ku!ayh said: "He [ f Ali (a.s.)! found some bread among the 
goods and be divided it into seven parts, then placed :\ piece of 
bread on eac h portion and said: 

‘This is my harvest and the best of if A in if, 

Yet, every hanmierpuu it with his ow hand in hh wwn month,' 

Kulayb said, "Then he drew lots on the portions and the 
chiefs of each tribe called their tribesmen to carry away the 
saddlebags” 1 

24L Muni) al-Dbahub: "He took back the properties that 'Uthman 
had granted to a group of Muslims and distributed what was in 
the treasury, without favoring anyone over anyone else."' 

242. Mura) nt-Dhahah — trom the report on the battle ol Jamal: l< 'Ah 
(a.s,) rook hold of what was deft] in the battlefield pf the enemy 
Such as arms, animals, wealth, etc., and he sold them and 
distributed the money among bis companions (those present in 
his army), taking for himself as much as his other companions, 
household and children which was five hundred dirhams. 

['hen a man from among bts companions came m him and 
said: "O Commander of the Faithful! 1 did not get anything 
because 1 was nor present for such and such reason,” And he 
gave his excuse lor not being present and 'Ali (a.s.) gave his 
own live hundred dirhams to him.”' 


I (tf-Gb&riUi vol I, p. 52, Bthdr al-Ani/mr, vol loo. p. 611, L in 
2. Mtitttj iii-Dhahfik, vli], 2, p .162. 

' Mrtrftj af-Dhtihab, vol, 2, p. 350. Also ,d , Shari. j Nabj ttbBalagh&b, vol I, p. 250. 
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243* al-Jsm&l: [After the Battle of Jamal J ' Ali (a,s.) dismounted and 
summoned a group of his companions, The/ accompanied him 
lo the treasury and entered iL He then sent for the Qur'an 
reciters and called them in; he also summoned the treasurers 
and commanded them to open the doors behind which the 
assets were kept. When he saw the abundance of wealth, he said: 

"This ts my harvest, and the best vj it " 

Then he distributed the wealth among Ins companions, who 
consisted of twelve thousand people, giving six thousand 
dirhams to each one of them He took tor- himself the same 
amount as others, At this time, a man came in and said “O 
Commander of the Faithful! My name has been left out of your 
registers and \ have faced a lot of problems.” 'Ah (a.s.) gave his 
own share to that man, 3 

244. al-Ghardt - narrating from a]-Mughayr.a al-Dabbi: “The nobles 
oi Kufa were dishonest to r Ali (a.s.J and were inclined towards 
Mu Swiya, as 'Ali (a.s.) did not grant anybody beyond then 
rights from the spoils, However, Mu'awiya Ibn Abi SufySn had 
allotted two thousand dirhams to each one of the chiefs,” 2 

24s* Imam T Aii (a s.) — regarding a group of people in Madina who 
joined Mu awiya: “They have known justice, seen it, lieaid it 
and appreciated it. They have realized that according to us all 
people .ire equal in tights, but they ran away to selfishness and 
partial tty. Let them be faraway {fro it] God’s Mercy),' 11 

Seeb/E (Social Policies: Establishing Justice) 


1. nl-jamah p- 400 
Z a(-Gharrft, vol. |, p. 44, 

T A'd hj al-Baldgbah, l.etrtr VO, K/Jti.vi y ahA p. 3 13, Rih t tr xl-Anwar^ vol l. : ;, -> 

!»Zlph.7f4. 



An Explanation on the Method of Distribution of Public 
Revenue in Early Islam 

The term "Public Treasury” in the hetdilh texts is a general term lor 
the public income of die Muslims that is left to the Islamic state to 
be spent. A comprehensive study of hadirh (narrations) reveals that 
thcr l- are two categories of expenditure for the public treasury: the 
specific and the general* 

L. Specific Expenditure 

This category includes a series of public expenditure that has 
specific titles, such as: providing for the poor, the needy, the disabled 
and the families of martyrs; providing salaries for judges and troops; 
education and health care; Lhe prisoners expenditures; [discharging 
the] debts of the [desperate] debtors; [discharging] blood money 
(dtya) for the murdered who had no personal perpetrators; the 
developing and building of cities, etc. 

2. tTcneral Expenditure 

In early [shin, after providing for the specific expenditure, the 
surplus of public treasury was distributed among the Muslims. In 
hadilh texts, this type of expenditure is referred to as the people’s 
general right in the public treasury. 

The ideal distribution of the public treasury from an Islamic 
viewpoint relies on two fundamental features; Ij Observing justice 
and fairness m distribution, 2) Not locking up any public assets, 

I. Observing jmtue n> distribution: Economic justice in the 
distribution of public facilities in Islam, incorporates two main 
criteria: giving priority to social welfare and fuddling Lhe needs el 
the underprivileged and vulnerable strata and increasing their 
welfare; observing iustice regarding equal emblements. 

t he ctearesL instance of the.se two criteria ss seen in Imam Ali s 
(a.s.) distribution polities. In his letters to his governors, he would 
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always assert the allocation of part of treasury resources to the 
underprivileged and the law-income class. His strong emphasis cm 
canceling undue and ambiguous privileges and granting equal rights 
to relatives and non-relatives, Arabs and non-Arabs, men and women, 
the famous and the unknown has displayed a brilliant image of 
human justice to those searching for justice in the world, 

2 Not lacking up public assets Hastening in spending [ifffdq j and 
the avoidance of locking up public assets are among the basic 
characteristics of economic policies in Islam. Despite its emphasis on 
the necessity of moderation and even planning and precautions in 
spending. Islam has strongly condemned the locking up of the public 
property and stressed oil speed in disbursement. 

Considering the two above features, the ideal practice of spending 
irom the public treasury can be stated as follows; Whenever part of 
the (state’s) incomes is dedicated through certain planning to a 
particular purpose in a way that both the income and the expense are 
immediate, delay in spending in such cases ts regarded as 1 storing 7 
and 'parsimony', and that is whai the hadith* concerning the 
'avoidance of accumulating public property’ refer to. 

1 he holy Prophet’s (s.a.w,) concern for observing this principle 
was so great that when even a small amount of the property that was 
supposed to be handed over to those who were entitled to h, 
remained in his hand, he would become very sorrowful In the time 
of * Umar, when there had been an unprecedented increase in public 
incomes, the government proceeded to establish public treasury and 
to set up state council. The public incomes were collected and stored 
all year round then finally distributed among Muslims at the end of 
the year. 

Rejecting this policy. Imam Ah (tu,) took up the Prophet's 
(s.a.w.) procedure in this respect after he took reign over the 
government. His avoidance of delaying the distribution of the public 
treasury, even for a single night, and his emphasis on distributing 
what existed in the public treasury and even the dividing of a rope 
into seven portions indicates his great concern for refrain tug from 
piling up public property. 
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Fulfillment of Basic Needs for All 

246™ Imam r Ali {a.s.b P God the Cion Heel has fixed the livelihood of 
the destitute in the wealth of the rich. Consequently, whenever 
a poor person remains hungry it is because a neb person has 
denied (him his share) and God Almighty will question them 
about it. 311 

247. Imam Ali (a.sdi God has fixed in the wealth of the rich what is 
enough lo suffice the poor. If the poor remain hungry and 
dot helm, attempts must be made to restrain the rich. It is a 
right upon God to judge the rich on the Day of Kesurrection 
and punish them for this [negligence]. >,J 

24S + Imam r Ali (a.s,): “There is no one tit Kufa who does not have a 
good welfare. 1 he lowest among them in rank has wheat bread, 
sits in the shade and drinks from the Euphrates." 1 2 3 4 

246 + Tabdhlb al-Ahkam - narrating from Muhammad ibn Abi 
Hamz a on the authority of a man who was met by ' Ah (a.s.): 

An old blind person who was begging passed by and the 
Commander of the Faithful asked; “Who is that man?" They 
said: “O Commander of the Faithful! He is a Christian.” 

[The narrator says] "The Commander of the Faithful said: 
“You exploited him until he grew old and disabled, and then 
you deprive him? Spend on him from the Public Treasury”' 1 


I Nithjal-BftlAgh&h, ApErotism 323, Kawdai al-Wti%uu p 497, 'Uytin at-Hikawf wa al 
MaU'il 'iV, p. \?l, h. 334-3. 

2. a!Sunatt til-Knlrra, vol. 7, p. 37, h. 13206. Kanz voJ. 6, p, h. Kitotfl 

3. fil-fafia&d, vol. I, p 33J, h aSa, al-Mmnnifj: al-Mfidnh wu itl-sftbar, vol. B, 
p 157, h. IS. 

4. Tahdbfh nI-Ahkam, vol ti, p. 2’JJ, h. % 11 
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S/12 

Supporting Lowest Class 

250. Imam 'A3i (a.s.) - From his letter to Qutham ibn 'Abbas: "'See 
into what has been collected with you of the funds of Cod (in 
the public treasury) and spend it on those around you from 
among the people with families, distressed, the starving and Lhe 
empty-handed. Send the remaining to us for distribution 
among those who are next to us (throughout Lhe state).” 1 

25L Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then 
Teac) God, (fear) God regarding Lhe lowest class, Lhe wretched, 
the needy, those suffering and the disabled who have no means 
at their disposal, for in Lhis class there is he who begs and he 
who is needy (but does not beg). Be heedful for God’s sake of 
those rights of Lheirs, which He has entrusted to you. Ser aside 
lor them a share o\ your treasury and a share from the crops of 
the lands taken over as booty for Islam in every area, for to the 
farthest away of them belongs the equivalent of what belongs to 
the nearest. You are bound to observe the right of each of them; 
therefore be not distracted from them by arrogance, for you 
will not be excused, if attend mg to the important affairs, you 
neglect the small matter and trifling. So avert not your 
solicitude from them and turn not your face away from them 
in concempi.” 

Ll Attend to the affairs of those (of the lowest class) who are 
unable to gain access Lo you, those upon whom eyes disdain to 
gane and whom men regard whh scorn. Appoint to attend 
exclusively to them a person whom you trust from among the 
God-fearing and humble and let him submit to you their 
affairs (demands), Then act towards them in a manner that will 
absolve you before Allah on the day that you meet Him. For 
among the subjects these are more in need of equity than 
others; in the case of each ol them prepare your excuse with 
Allah by accomplishing for him his rightful due.” 


I A", ahj a!-Be.lagh&h, Laid 67 . trt Aiiwur, vu], :ij, p w~ t h 707 
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"lake upon yourself the upkeep of the orphans and aged 
from among those who have no means at their disposal and do 
not exert themselves in begging., (All of) This is g heavy burden 
upon rulers. The truth, all ofh, is & heavy burden/’ * 1 

252. Imam r AIi (a,s.) - m his instructions to Malik al-Ashiar (as 
related in Tuhaf at Utfu!): "lake upon yourself the upkeep of the 
orphans and aged fioiri among those who have no means at 
Lheir disposal and do not exert themselves in begging. Arrange 
pensions for them, They are the servants of God. Seek God’s 
iavor through relieving them [from their plights] and keeping 
them m then proper positions iti provisions and rights, since 
deeds are regarded sincere when they are well intended The 
people, or some of them, w:[ 1 not be tranquil even if you seti [e 
thiir needs and fulfill their rights m your absence, without 
attending to theij problems physically present. 11ns is a heavy' 
burden upon the rulers. The truth, all of if ts a heavy burden. 
Cod lightens it for those who seek the next world and endure 
[hardships] upon themselves and trust in the truthfulness of 
God’s promise to those who endure jhardships] and are sincere. 
So be one of them and seek God’s help/ 1 " 

253. imam Ali (a,s.) - in his instructions to Malik abAshtar on 
various classes of people: "Know that subjects art* of various 
classes, Then there is the lowest class from among the needy 
and deprived who have the right to aid and assistance. With 
God there is ampkness for each [of these classes] and each has a 
claim upon the ruler to the extent that he will set them 
aright** 

254. Jrnam r Ali (a.s.) - from his letter to one of his administrators 
sent for collecting taxes: "Indeed you have a fixed share and a 
known right in these taxes and there are other sharers who are 
poor, weak and starving, We shall fully discharge your rights, 
so you should also discharge their rights fully. If you do not do 
so, you will have the largest number of enemies on the Day of 


I .'ViJ hf ii J-iJi'T /lTjj h ti A, I rttcr 5.1. Also ci., Da'ii'im t ;{ -hfamt, vcJ. I h 366 

1 Tuhxf ill-'Uqid, p I4L 

X l etter 33, Tttfaf at-'Uqiil, p 132, Also ci, Daa'im al-hlxM wd i 

p 357. 
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Judgment. How wretched is lie whose enemies in the view of 
God are the needy, the poor, the beggars, ihe turned away, the 
indebted and the helpless traveler [who is without any 

I 19 1 

means |. 

255 , Da'aim aMtim: "lie ['Alii M gave lengthy instructions to 
Mifchnaf ibn Sulaym al-Azdi -whom he had sent to collect 
taxes — in which he enjoined him to be wary of God who is his 
Lord in hidden affairs and secret actions and to meet people 
cheerfully and gently. He enjoined him to commit himself to 
humbleness and to avoid arrogance, as God elevates the humble 
and debases the arrogant." 

“Then he told Mikhnuf, f O Mikhnaf ibn Sulaym! Indeed 
you have a fixed share and a known right in these taxes and you 
have other .sharers in them who are the poor, the destitute, the 
indebted, warriors, travelers (with no money), the slaves and 
chose whose hearts arc to be reconciled. We shall fully discharge 
your rights so you should also discharge their rights fully, H 
you do not do so, you will have the largest number of enemies 
on the Day of Judgment. How wretched is a man whose 
enemies are such people! ‘ 

5/13 

Special Concern for the Orphans 

256 . aUKujf - narrating from Habib ibn Abi I'habit: “Honey and 
were brought for the Commander of the Faithful from 
Hamadan and Hu!wan/ and he ordered the authorities of the 
tribes to bring along the orphans, He seared them next to the 
[leather| containers of honey to eat from them while he 
distributed it among the people, container by container,” 


l Nahj <d Batagbah, Letter It 

2, Da'ti'itu alNshlm, vot. I, p 25Z, Bihar tit-Anwar, vul, on, p ss. h 7. 

3 . An ancient clLy iji tlui 'he Arabs conquered in btci CE and t3 l t Sdjuqis sf 

jt on fire m 1046 CE, ;uid n was destroyed by emhquakc in I Ma CK. 
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They asked him; "O Commander of the Faithful 1 2 Why do 
they lick the honey?" 

He said: 'The Imam i.s a Father lo the orphans,, and as Lheir 
father I made them eat honey,"’ 

257. Rahf al-Abrat - narrating from Abu Tufayl: T saw 'Aii ia,.s.) 
Calling orphans and giving them honey to cat, to the extent 

that one of ihe companions said: "I wish I were an orphan 

,*2 

too! 

258. An ad? aiMraf- narrating from al-ILakain: T saw ‘ Ali (a.s.) lo 
whom several containers of honey were brought ami tic called 
the orphans and said: "Come here and eat!” to the extent that I 
wished I had been an orphan. Then he distributed the honey 
among people and one container was left and he ordered it to 
be given to the people of the mosque.”' 

259. Ai-Mandqih; "Ah (a.s.) saw a woman carrying a container of 
water on her shoulder, He took the container from her and 
carried it to her house and he asked about her situation. The 
woman said: "Ali ibn Abi Talib sent my husband to a I ron tier 
region and he was killed and he left behind orphaned children 
to me, 1 have no wealth and ! have to serve people as a 
housemaid,' 

'All (a.s.) renamed and was distressed throughout the whole 
night, When the morning dawned, he took d basket of food on 
his hack. Some people said: “Let us carry it for you. 

lie said: “Who will carty my sins for me on the day of 
Resurrection?” 

I’ben he went to he] house and k]locked at the door. 

The woman asked: “Who are you?” 

'Ah (a.s.) replied: "The one who carried your water container 
for you yesterday. Open the door; I have brought some food 
for your children.” 

The woman said: "May God be pleased with you and judge 
between me and 'Ali ibn Abi 1 a 1 i b.” 

He then entered the house and said: "l would like to earn 
some rewards; so choose between either you making dough and 


1 al-KaJl vol. Up. I (Mi, h. 5. ISiJmr dMnwtir, vol, 41, p. 1 23, h 30. 

2 d-Abrass vol, a, p. I4«, aIMi'yat vta al-MuvMm, p. Ml, Mtiniujib '/Vi Amit 
it J-Mx 'wirtm, vol, 2, p. 75. 

3, Ansfifr al-Ashraj t vol. 2, p. 373. 
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linking bread or amusing the children acid 1 will make bread?” 

The woman said: “I am more acquainted with the baking 
and more capable or it. You stay with lire children and keep 
them amused until I finish with the baking of bread.” Then the 
woman took the flour and kneaded jl and ‘Ali (a.s.) picked up 
the meat, cooked it and made morsels of dates, meat and other 
foodstuff and put them in the children’s mouth, Every time the 
children swallowed a mouthful* he would tell them: “My child! 
Forgive ' Alt ibn Abi Talib tor what has befallen you!” 

While the woman kneaded the flour, she said: “0 Servant of 
God! Make some fire in the oven!" 'Ali (a,s,) hastened Lo make 
the fire and when it flared up and the heat touched his face, he 
said: “Q r Ali! Taste it 1 Thus is the punishment of he who 
neglects the widow's and the orphans-” 

Another woman who knew 'Ali (a.$,) saw him and she said 
to the widow: “"Woe onto you! .his ls the Commander oi the 
Faithful!" 

i'he narrator said: “The woman hastily said. "I am ashamed 
before you. O Commander of the Faithful!" 

'Air (a.s,) said: ,l I feel ashamed before you, O servant of God, 
since I fell short of your affairs,” 1 

260* K&shj al-Yaqln: “It is reported that one night 'Ali fa.s.) passed 
by a woman whose little children were crying out of hunger, 

1 'he woman was amusing and playing with them to make them 
go to sleep, while she had set up a fire under a pot that 
contained just water so that the children would think that there 
is some food in the pot being cooked for them. 

I'he Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) found out about the 
woman's condition- He went to his house along with Qanbar 
and he took a basket of dates; a sack of flour; some lap rice and 
bread and put them on his back. Qanbar asked if he could 
carry it himself, but he (a.s.) refused. 


I Mi(rutqik 'Ali ibn Abi feiUb , vnl. p. I is. Btha r ui-A h-/,■/* r, vol. 41 , p yi Also ct.. 
Unrydo^edm oj Am if dl-Mu ’nsimn vol % p. &\f t - L '[ he leader of ?hr ()p pressed' 
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When he reached the woman's house, lie asked permission 
lo enter and the woman allowed him in. He put some rice in a 
pen together with some fat and when he finished preparing the 
food, he called the children and asked them to eat. When they 
became full, he began to hop around the room (mimicking the 
actions of a lamb) and bleating and making the children laugh. 

When they left the house, Qanbar said: w O my master! E saw 
something astonishing tonight, and 1 understood lIi e reason for 
It that IS your carrying of the food which was for the sake of 
earning rewaid, but I did not know flic reason for your 
hopping around the room and bleating!* 1 2 

1 he tmam (a T s.) said: O Qanbar! I went to see these 
children while they were crying from starvation and 1 wanted 
to leave them while they arc full and laughing. I found no way 
to make them laugh other than the way 1 did.” 1 

5/14 

Prevention qf Extravagance in Public Property 

261, Imam Ali (a.s.): The rulers’ generosity in using public property 
ol the Muslims is injustice and treachery, 

262 + Imam 'Ah - addressing 'Abdullah ibn Zam'a„ one of his 
followers who came to him during his caliphate to ask for 
some money: I his money is neither for me nor for you, but it 
is the booty gained by the Muslims and the acquisition of their 
■swords. If you had taken part with them in then lighting you 
would have a share equal to theirs, otherwise the earning of 
their hands cannot be for other than their mouths." 3 


I K&shf ttl Yttqfn, p, 1J6, h. i:.9 

2. Ghumr ni Hikdm, h 472S. 

X fit-BidAghah, Sermon m Mana^it Ali ibn Am Tiilib , vol. 1, i>. m.:, Gbarar 
al-Hikam, h. 37fO 
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263« Dad rm al-ldam'. "He [ l AIj] (a.,. 5 was sitting and distributing 
.some money among Lhe Muslims and an elderly man stopped 
next lg him and said: “G Commander of the Faithful! As you 
see, 1 am an aged man and I am a contracted slave {mnkdtab)} 
so help me from this money. n He said; "By Cod, this wealth is 
not rhe earning of my hands, nor it is my father’s bequest to 
me; rather 11 is a trust that I should keep and return to its 
owners; however, take a seat." 1 3 4 

The old man sat down and the people gathered around the 
Commander ot the Faithful. He looked at them <md said; 'May 
Cod forgive him who helps this old man!" People started to 
help him out.” J 


5/15 

Refraining from Preferring One’s Children 
an d Kin over Others 

2M, d l-hti ah Ali fa. s.)... would not leave anything of the wealth in 
the treasury, unless he was unable to distribute it the same day 
and he would say: w O World! Deceive other than me!" lie 
would nor allocate anything of the booties for himself nor 
would he dedicate anything to his close ones or kin."' 5 

2rtS, at-Ikhnsm - reporting on the merits of the Commander of the 
Faithful (a.s.); “One day before his martyrdom, people came to 
his audience and ail of them testified that he improved the 
public assets and withheld himself from their world. He did 
not take bribes, nor used the Muslims’ treasury, even as little as 
a camel s sliackJc; he did not make use of his own wealth except 
lor his due need. All of them testified that the most distant 
people to him had the same position to him .is the nearest 
ones. 


I. A w.vkamlt have i.$ out who lias contracted with his master thil if lie pays his. 
price he will he freed. 

1. Da a Vw alliUm, v«[. 2, p. 3\ti, h. II U. Maxafitr Ah ib* Abi vol, 2, p. 110. 

3. al-Istf'nb, vu], t h p 2 jo, h. tS7.i, 

4. nl-Ikfriipaf, p ltd. 
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5/15 “ 1 

Hasan and Husain 

266. Ansdb al-Ashrdj — narrating from Dawird ibn Abt “Awl” on the 
authority of a man from the Khath'ani tribe: “I saw Hasan and 
H usain (a.s.) eating bread, vinegar and vegetable and 1 said to 
them: “You are eating such food, whereas there are various 
foods in Rubba [for you to eat]?” They said: 11 How unaware 
you arc of the Commander of the Faithful!”* 2 

267. Simth Nahj al-BaU&hah -nar r ating from Khalid rbn Mli' amnur 
al-Sadusi who was addressing 'Alba h ibn aHlaytham: “Whai do 
you expect from a man whom when l asked to add a few 
dirhams to rite share ol Hasan and Husain (a,sj so that they 
could possibly make up for the shortages of their lives, he 
rejected, got infuriated and did not do so.”^ 

268. Fade'll al-Sdhaba - from Abu Salih: "t went to visit Umm 
Kulth um, the daughter of All (a.s.) who was sitting behind a 
curtain Lhat was between her and me and she was combing her 
hair, E;la.san and Husain f c i,v) came in and went to her while she 
was still sitting there combing her hair, 

They said to her: “Why don’t you give anything to Abu 
Salih to ear?” 

Abu Salih said: “They brought in a bowl containing some- 
soup and grains and I asked: "You serve me with such food 
while you are masters-?!” 

Urn Kulthuni said: “O Abu Salih! What would you sjy if 
you see the Commander of the Faithful?” 4 


J Rabbit htis several meanings. U is the name cf \ village near ai-Qadisiya: ii ,ilso 
means the public square as well as the courtyard to ii mosque Hoc it seems to 
mean the city’s public square. 

2. Ansdb abAshmf, vol. p. 375, H-Wanf, p. m, b !2v, A-Uvia^ib AH ibn Abt Td t h, 
vol. 2, p. ids, 

!. Sbarh Nnhj af lititagbak, veil. in. p. 350, 

4 . Fjtda'ilal-$a$aba, voL J, p. 54 R, h. 'K'u, A-Mxwnuiffi al-Ahjilttk it>a al-Aihat, vol.H, 
p. lift h, 7. 
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269, Tdrfkb Dimaihq - narrating from 'Abdullah ibn Ab'I Sufyan: 
"One of the chiefs of the villages in the region of Sawad (in 
Iraq) brought a cotton garmenL to me as a gift and he presented 
similar garments to Hasan and Husain (a.s,), Then when “All 
(a.s.) proceeded to give the Friday Sermon hi al-MadaTu, he saw 
Hasan and Husain (a,s.) wearing the garments, He sent 
someone to me and Hasan and Husain (a, 5 .) to ask [us] where 
the garments were from. 

'Abdullah ibn Abl Sufyan replied: “One of the chiefs of the 
villages in rhe region of Sawad sent these garments Jas gifts] to 
me and Husain (a.s.).' 1 * 

He went on to say: H "AIi (a.s.) took them from us and put 
them m the treasury, 

5/15-2 

Umtn Kiiithurn 

27ll r dl-Ikhiisdr. "A gift from the sea was brought for 'Mi (a.s.) from 
Basra whose price was not known, so his daughter Umm 
Kulthum said to him: “O Commander of the Faithful! Will 
you give it to me to wear it around my neck as ornament?” 

J he Imam said: G Abu Raff! Put it in the Treasury'! Il is 
impossible, except when all Muslim women have one like 
that; 

271, M-Mumnnaf - narrated by Abu Riff who was 'Alfs (j.s,) 
treasurer: “I gave All's (a.s.) daughter a pear] from the Treasury, of 
which the Commander of the Faithful hat! knowledge, to 
ornament herself with. He saw it on her and he asked: “Where did 
she get this from' 1 I am responsible in from of God to cut off her 
hand.” 

Abu Riff said: “When I found out about this, l said: £ Q 
Commander of ibe Faithful! 1 gave it to rnv brother's daughter, 
otherwise where could she have gotten it from?” When be heard 
this, he kept silent.” 3 


t Ulrikh Ditiiiuhq, vol. p. 4?s ttl-in&m Ah fas.-)" rKeart-hcd by 

Muhammad E.iqir Al-Mabmudi" [vol p iJi2, h. tii3}. 
i it! Ikhtqitf, p, 151. E>h ,'T r a 1-/1 nj\ vol. 417, p jOfi. 

3 ‘"-Mitfttnnaf ft ul-Ahadfth wa alAihdn voL 7, p. 622, h. 6. Tarfkb ttl-Tubarl vol s 

P E56, 
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272* Tahdhlb al-Ahkdm - narrating from 'All ibn Abt Raff: “E was 
the treasurer and scribe of the Commander of the Faithlul and 
there was a necklace in his Treasury which had been obtained 
in the battle oi Basra, 

The daughter of 'All ibn Abt Talib (a,s.) sent a message lo 
me saying: “I have heard that there is a pearl necklace m the 
Treasury of" the Commander of the Faithful and that it is at 
your disposal, l would like you to lend it to me to wear during 
the celebration of 'Id al-adbti” 

I replied the message asking: "O Daughter of the Commander 
of the Faithful! Is it as a guaranteed loan to be returned?”’ 

She replied: "It is a guaranteed loan to be returned in three 
days.” So i handed it over to her. T he Commander of the 

Faithful found it with her and recognized it and he asked: 
“How did this necklace happen ro be with you?” 

She said: “I borrowed it from 'All ibn Abl Raff, the treasurer 
of the Commander of the Faithful in order to wear it as an 
ornament during 'Id al-tsdba and then return it to him. 

The Commander of the Faithful sent for me and l went to 
him. He told me: “G Son of Abu RaFE! Are you betraying the 
Muslims?!" 

1 said: l T seek refuge in God from betraying the Muslims.” 

lit- said: H How did you lend to the daughter of tire Commander 
of the Faithful a necklace from the treasury of the Muslims 
without my permission and their consent?” 

I said; "G Commander of the Faithful! She is your daughter 
and she asked me to lend it ro her lo wear it as an ornament so 

I lent jl lo her as a loan guaranteed to be returned; and 1 
guaranteed it with nay own wealth and it is upon me to return 

II safely to its place.” 
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He said: “Return el today! Take care Lhat this .should not be 
repeated or you will receive my punishment!” 

Then he said: “I swear that if my daughter had taken that 
necklace by any means other than the way of a guaranteed loan 
to be returned, she would have been the first HashimI woman 
that I would have bad her hand cut oil tor theft. 

The words reached her daughter and she fold her father: "O 
Commander of the Faithful! 1 am your daughter and part of 
your flesh, Who us more deserving to wear it than 1 an:'' 

The Commander of the Faithful .said to her "O daughter of 
'All ibn Abi Ta!ib! Do not be tempted by your desires to ignore 
the truth. Do ah the women of the Mkhijmn ornament 
themselves on this 7 d with such a necklace? 1 ’ 

L Ali ibn Abi Raft 1 said: H took the necklace from he] and 
returned it to its place,'' 

5/15 - 3 

‘Aqfl 

273, Imam al-Sadiq (a.s,): “When Imam lf Ali (a.s.) took up 
government, he ascended the pulpit and after praising Cod he 
said: “By God, ! would not take a dirham from your treasury as 
long as l have a palm tree in Madina. Return Lc yourselves 
(conscious) and be fair! Do you suppose that I deprive my sell 
and bestow onto you (with no reason)?” 

The |narrator] says: “|At this time] L At|Tl stood up and said 
to him: “by God, will you equate between me and a black man 
in Madina?” 

The Imam said: “Sit down! Was there no other person than 
you to speak? You have no precedence over him [the black 

i _ n 

man] except by precedence in religion or Godwin ness. 


I Tiihdhsb tuAhkam, vo\ in, p. n't, !_i soft. Tattbth ai-Kba&atiT, voE 2, p 3. Also ti'., 
Manatjib Ait ibn Abi Tiiiib, vol. i t p LG&- 
l. (li-Kitfi, vol K p iSO., h. 2fi4 p Tanbfh ttl-Kbavatir, vol, 2, □ p. !-"!■ 
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274 [mam 'All (a.s,): “By God, I would rather pass a night in 
wakefulness on prickly thorns, or be driven in chains as a 
prisoner than to meet Cod and His Messenger on the Day of 
Resurrection as an oppressor of some people and a usurper ol 
sume worldly wealth. How can 1 oppress any one for the sake of 
j life that is fast moving towards destruction and [a body 
which] is to remain under the earth for a long tuner By God a I 
saw [my brother] 'Aqtl fallen in destitution and he asked me 
for a sd 1 1 out of your wheat 1 also saw his children with messy 
hair and a dusty face due to starvation, as though their laces 
had been blackened by an indigo color. He came Lo me several 
times and repeated his request to me again and again. 1 heard 
him and he thought I would sell my faith to him and I would 
follow Ins path leaving my own way. I hen I healed a psece ol 
iron and took it near his body so that be might take a lesson 
from it, and he cried the way a person in protracted illness cries 
with pain and he was about to get burnt with ns branding. 
Then I said to him: “May moaning women moan over you, O 
1 Aqll! Do you cry on account of this iron which has been 
heated by ,j man for fun while you are dragging me towards the 
fire which Almighty God has prepared for |a manifestation of] 
His wrath? Should you cry from pain, but i should nor cry 
from the (Divine) Furnace?”' 

275, Ai-Mandqih A-qil went to him f'Ah] (a.s,) and asked lUssan: 
“Clotheyour uncle!” Hassatt clothed him with a garment and a 
robe of his own and when dinner was prepared, there was only 
bread and s;iIl, 

( Aqtl said; “Is there nothing else beside what 1 sec? 

4 Ml said; *Ts this not God's blessings? All praise be to 
Him.” 


], A $it' It about three kilograms in weight. 

2. Nabj al-Baldghftk, Sermon VA. Also cf„ aJ-Amdli by al-Saduq, p. 719, h 9S8 
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Aqll said; “Give me some money to discharge my debt and 
be quick to fulfill my request so that I may go away from you.” 

He asked him: “G Abu Yazld! I low much is your debt?" He 
said: "Give hundred thousand dirhams. 11 

'All (a.s.) said: "By God* there is not such an amount of 
money with me and [ do not own this much; but wait until 1 
receive my share [of the treasury] so that E help you with half of 
h and if it were not for the needs of my household, 1 would 
gran L it all to you.' 1 

'Aqil said: “The treasury is nt your disposal and you put me 
off to [the time of receiving] your own share" Mow, how much 
is your share? And if you give your entire share to me, how 
much would ii be?” 

I je said: il You and I are [treated] like anyone of the Muslims 
in this wealth.” 

They were talking together on top of day d-huhima (the seat 
of rule) overlooking the [safe] boxes of the marketers and 'All 
(-ls.) told him: “O Abu Yazcd! If you do not accept my words, 
po down, break the boxes, and rake what is in there! 1 ' 

‘Aqil said: “'What is in Lhese boxes? 11 

He replied: “The wealth of the traders.” 

■ Aqil said: “Do you command me to break the boxes of the 
people who have trusted God and placed their wealth in there?" 

The Commander of the Faithful said: "Dp you command 
me io break nuo the treasury of the Muslims and give their 
wealth to you while they have trusted God and locked it > If you 
like, take your sword and 1 will also Lake my sword and go to 
Hlra, 1 as wealthy merchants live there and we will ambush 
them and take their wealth!” 

r Aqil said: "Did 1 come here as a thiei/ 


1 An ancient city near Kuii in which the house ljJ 'Ah fvu'm-an Mvmdhar Is 
located, h had many rivers ana i better climate than Knjfa 
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He said: Ht is better that you steal from one person than to 
steal from all Muslims!" 

‘Aqil said: "Do you permit me to go to Mu*|wjya? 

He said: “I permit you.” 

' Aqil said; "Then help me with this journey.” 

He said: "O Hasan! Fay your unde four hundred dirhams " 

1 Aqd left the plant saying: 

"Soon he will make me needlm (of you). He who mode you 
needless of me; 

And (he Pfoxhndit' Lord will soon duehujge our debts. 

5 / 15-4 

'Abdullah ibnja'lar 

276, al-Ghdrdt -narrating from Habib ibn Abi Thabu: “’Abdullah 
ibn Ja'Ur, ibn Abu Talib told "All [a.s,>: “O Commander of the 
Faithful! Give an order so Lhat 1 am being helped or provided 
with an allowance, by God, I have nothing except that I sell 
some of rhe forages/’ 

'All (a.s.) said: “No, I do not find anything [of a share] for 
you, except tEiat you command vour uncle to steal and give it 
to youD 2 

5/15 - 5 

The Imam’s Granddaughter 

277, Amfib al-Ashrdf - narrating from Muslim, the author oi ai- 
Hana: “When 'Ah (a,sd was through wtLh the Baule of Jamal, 
he came to K,ufa and entered the treasury— S hen the daughter 
of Hasan —or Husain- {y.s.) came in and took something from 
it, 


1. ManAfib Ah ibn Abi Talib. vd. 2, p. SOS, Bifrar al-AirwAT, vol 4L, p W\ h. 13 

2. al-Gbdrat, voI. i, p. 66, Sfntr.fi Ntihj #i-BaIa&&ab, vol. a, p. 3.00 
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Fie [ £ Ali] (a.s.) went after her, opened her fist and rook it back 
from her A 

We said: :: G Commander of the Faithful! There is a right for 
her in die treasuryC 

lie said: “When her father receives his share, he can give her 
as much as he wishes.” 1 2 3 


5/15 - 6 

The ImatrAs Sister 

278. al-Ikhtisdr, “'All’s (a.s,) sister Umm Ilam f the daughter of Abu 
Talih came to visit him and he gave her twenty dirhams. 

Umm Ilam asked her non-Arab freed slave girl: “How much 
did the Commander of the faithful give you?” 

She said: “Twenty dirhams." 

Umm Ham angrily returned [to 'Alt (a.s.)] and 'Ah (a.s,) 
said lo her: "Go back! May God have Mercy un you! We did 
not find any precedence tor IsmifiE (Ishmael) over Ishaq (Isaac) 
in the Book of God.” 1 ' 

5/15 - 7 

The Imam’s Maidservant 

279. Al-Muiurmiif - narrating from Umm 'Utbrnan, a maidservant 
who had a son from c Ali (a.s/): l£ I went to visit 'Alt (a.s.,) and 
saw carnations before him scattered in Lire yard. I asked him to 
give some flowers to my daughter and he said; “Like this 
(gesturing with his hands meaning “show me a good one 
dirham' 1 ); because these belong to the Mush ins, or wait until we 
receive our sluice, then 1 shall give a hunch to your daughter. 11 


l. A it nth tii-shhrtift voJ. 2. p 370*. 

2 tjl-Ikbfisaj, p. I h 'i 

3 ahMusittinifft al-Ahiidith wa ,tl-Alhat t voJ. 8, p. 157, h. IK and. voJ.'f, p 622, h. 2, 

Manaqib 'Ah ibn Ahf "falib, vol 2, p. Kl'J. 
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5/16 

Simplicity and Caution in Spending from the Public Treasury 

2SU. Imam f Ali (a,s.) - in fj|g letter to 1m administrators: “Sharpen 
your pens, shorten the space between the lines, [in writing to 
me] be brief and terse in wording and attend to ihe meaning, 
and avoid excessive writing; for the public treasury will not 
withstand to incur loss.” * 1 

261. Ihqaq ol-Haqi ''One night 'Ah (a.s,) entered the treasury and was 
writing down the distribution of the wealth when Talba and 
Zubair came in. Hi: turned oJI the light hi front of him and 
ordered a light Lo be brought in from his house. 

Tallui and Zubair asked him for the reason and he said: “The 
oil of the light belongs to the public treasury and it is not 
correct for me to speak with you under us light. 512 

262, Md hi rim a l-Akhldq - narrating from ‘ Aqll i bn c A b d a l-R a h \ n a n 
al-Khawlanu "My aunt was the wife of r Aqll, sun of AbD falib 
and she went lo visit 'ALL (a.s.J in Kufa and he was sitting on a 
worn out donkey packsaddle. She said: "At this time ‘AJTs (a.s.) 
wife from the Ban! Tamim tribe arrived and 1 told her: “Woe 
onto you! Your house is full of goods and the Commander of 
the Faithful is silling on a torn packsaddle?” 

The woman said: “Do nor reproach me. by God, whatever he 
sees that is unfamiliar to him, he places it in the treasury.”'' 


! fli Kbnal, p. 31 u. h. as, Bihar gi-Au war, vol. 1 1. p. iu.v h. &. 

-■ vol h, p. 539, alAlcinciqib 0.1-Mnrtada'deiya, p. Isis. 

1. MakArim aMkhhiq, vol. i, p. m>, h. 894, Mamtqih 'AH thn Abt Teihb l vd, j, p.u- 
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283* Fad# 'il al-Sahfifai — narrating from al-A'mash: A1 j (a..s.J used 
to have breakfast and dinner and eat from what was brought to 
him from Madina 1 

284. al-Ghdrdi - narrating from Bakr ibn 'ha: “Imam l 3 'Ali (a.s.) 
would say: l£ 0 KufansJ If I leave you with something other than 
my mount, my era veiling apparatus and my servant, then 1 am 
a traitor!"' lib income came to him from his products from 
Yfitibu' in Madina. 11 " 

285. a 1-Jama I - narrating from Abu Mikhnat' Lot ibn Yaliya on the 
authority of his narrators: "When the Commander of the 
Faithful decided to set out for Kufa, he stood up among the 
people of Basra and said: l£ 0 People of Basra! By which do you 
want lg criticise me for?" He pointed to his clothes and said: 
”By God, these [two pieces of clothes] are made from my wife’s 
spinning, flow can you criticise me, O People c£ Basra?' He 
pointed to a bag in his hand which contained his income and 
he then said: "By God. this is from my crops in Madina, so il 1 
leave you and you see more than what is with me, then I will be 
among the trailers m the eyes ot God.”" 

28G, ‘i a fifth DimaJjq - narrating from ''An tar a: "1 went to visit Ali 
(a.s.) in the region of Khuwarnaq 4 5 and he was wearing an old 
garment and shivering, i said: "G Commander o.l the Faithful! 
God has allotted a share for you and your family in this wealth 
and you are Lreating yourself like this?” He said: '"By God, I 
would not take anything from yours, and this is bin rhe 
garment dial I took from my house (or he said, 'trom 
Madina*).”" 


1 tadri af^kbAba, vol. I, p 530, h. RM2. Hilyat al-AvAiya, vcJ. I, p. 52, d-Elyad al 

K.bdra, vol. J„ p. 7?l- 

2 tu-Gkarat, vol I, p 68, Shark Mahi al Baiagfrnk. vol 2, p, 2<lll Abo t J , Mamiqib 'Ah 

ihu Ah; 'Adlib., vol. i, p im, 

3 A -Jamal, p. 412, Manaqib 'All ibn Abs Jahb, vol p. uh. 

a A place around Rida. 

5 Tarjkh DhnaAriq, vol 42, y. 4V and 4KJ, niAmwab p 284, b. 671, Hifytti A-Amhya, 
v*Lfl. 1, p. S3. 
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2&7* alGhamt - narrating from Zada in Ll l went together with 
Qanbar to visit 'All (a.s,) and Qsmbar said to him; ”0 
Commander of the Faithful! Stand up as ! have hidden 
something valuable for you- 51 

He asked; "What is it?" 

Qanbai said; “Come with me 11 

’Mi (a.s.) stood up and left for his home and there he sjw 
bags full of gold and silver cups. Qanbar said: “Q Camnumde: 
of the Faithful! You do not leave anything without dividing ll, 
so l saved these for you.” 

'Ah (a.s.) said: "You liked to bring a huge fire into my 
house! Then he unsheathed his sword and struck down on rite 
cups and cleaved each into two or three parts, Ik then said: 
“Divide them into portions!” They did so, and then he uttered 
the following poem: 

This is my harvest, and the best of it is in it; 

Yet, every harvester put it with bis 07# band in bis ou'n mouth. 

O white (silver), deceive someone else! 0 yellow (gold), 
deceive someone else!” * 1 

2JiS. fil-Ikbtis&s — con tern mg the food of Imam 'Ah (a.s.): <: He heard 
|the sizzling of] meat being roasted in his house and be rose to 
his feet and said; "Woe betide "All ibn Abl Talib if he eats this 
roasted meat {karakef'jT" 

The narrator goes on rn say: ; 'His family got scared and sait!: 
"O Commander of the Faithful! A camel has been slaughtered 


I. nI-Ghit/ui, vol i s p. 55, MattMifih aUraam Amir il-Mo'nnmji, vol. 2, p. 3S r h. 5tv, 
Also ::i. Msnaqib Ah ibti A tv Jalib, vol, 2, u li;h. 

1 This uarcmcni meanj that if die meat being roasted in Ali'i house is procured 
by unlawful meauv he will be punished tor ji ftarakcr here means tasty meat, ,u 

11 :s from ihe breisi part of the camel's m«U whivh is m inwt delintstu part, at- 
Nthuya, voL. a, p. I6&. 
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l 11 yovir wife 1 ^ tribe and her family lias brought her a share -ni a 
gift. J< He said: "Hat it, may it be pleasant and pure!” 

2549. Tdrtkh Dmmbq - narrating from Abd al-Rahmin ibn Abl 
Bakrah: "'Ah ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) did not lake anything from 
our treasury (of Basra) until he parted from us, except for a 
cheap fur garment or a black tunic from the region ol 
Darabgard [in Shiraz.].”* 1 

290. al-Qhdmt - narrating from Abu Raja': "'All (a,0 brought a 
sword to the market and said: “Who will buy ibis from rSe? If I 
had enough for [buying] a garment, 1 would not sell this. 1 
said: “Q Commander of the FauhfuH L sell you a garment on 
credit until you receive your share [of the public treasury]. 

So 1 sold him the garment [on credit] until the time ol 
distribution of treasury, and when he received his share, he 

j t«3 

paid me my due.” 


I id-l.kktiw&y p i $?. 

2. Tatfkh Dimaikq, vol p, 476, al-Amw4l t p- 233, h u 'O- 

3 , al-Ghdfdt, vol. I, p 63, ijilyat al-Awliyi r vol L p si, Shark Nahj ai-Bftht&bah vol. 

3, p. 300. 
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Chapter Six 
Social Policies 

6/1 

Establishing Justi ce 

-Ml, Imam Ah (a.i.) — in Jus letter to Ibn 'Abbas: "Your envoy came 
to me and you have reported what you have seen or heard 
concerning the people of Basra after my return. I will now 
inform you about those people: They are either a group who 
desire something and aspire to obtain it, or one who are afraid 
of a punishment. So* make the eager ones hopeful by doing 
justice, being fair and doing- good to them." * 1 

292. Imam 'Ali (a.s H ) in his instructions to Malik ai-Ashtar: “Let 
the dearest of your affairs be those which are rite nearest of 
them to light fulness, most inclusive in justice and most 
comprehensive in (establishing) the pleasure of the subjects. 
...Verily the foremost delight of the eye for rulers is the 
establishment of justice m the Lind and the appearance of 
friendship among the subjects. 1 ' 

293. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - in his letter to Aswad ibn Qutba, the 
commander of the Hid wan troops: "Now, if the governor’s 
passions and desires increase, then be will be greatly hampered 
in justice. All people should be equal m right before you, for 
Lhere is nothing m tyranny and oppression to substitute for 
justice, bo avoid what you would not like for yourself.”* 

]. Waq'ai p E05, Nnihr vol. I. p 1?? 

2. Nnb} Letter 53, Tuhnfitl-Ahjkl, p. m & m, D#a'im ai-hlnm, vol J. p. 

155 Bi J5B. 

1. NdbjatBtildvM A letter 59, Bibsr al-Aivu'dr, vol- 3j, p. 5]], h. 70S 
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2*14. imam 'Ah (a.s.)i ’’This is the commandment of the .servant of 
Cod the Commander of the Faithful ' Ali to Muhammad ibn 
Abl Baler when he appointed him as the governor of Egypt. He 
ordered him to be wary of God, secretly and openly; to tear 
God in privacy and in public; to be gentle with Muslims; to be 
hard on the evil-doers; to do justice to those under the 
protective covenant {ah! al-dhimmah from among non Mb slims); 
to be fair to the 

oppressed and severe to the oppressors; to pardon people and 
to be charitable to them as much as possible; Cod will reward 
the righteous and punish the sinful.” 

295, Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - in his command ment to Muhammad ibn Abi 
B a hr when he appointed him as the governor of Egypt: “Behave 
humbly with ihe people, keep yourself lenient, meet them with 
cheerfulness* accord them equal treatment so that the big 
should not expect injustice from you in their favor and the low 
should not be despondent of your justice to them, O group of 
His servants, God the Sublime will certainly question you 
about your actions, small or big, manifest or concealed. If He 
punishes you, it is because you have been oppressive, and il He 
forgives, then it is because He is the Most Generous,”" 

2%. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - from his words when he was reproached tor 
showing equality in the distribution (of shares from the public 
treasury): “Do you command me that I should seek support by 
oppressing those over whom I have been p.accd as ruler * by 
God, I will never do so as long as the world goes on and as long 
as one star leads another in the sky! Even if it was my wealth, 1 
would have distributed it equally among them, so how would 
be tire case when the wealth is that of God. 

297. Imam r Ali (a.s,): “By God, I would rather pass a night in 
wakefulness on prickly thorns or be driven in chains as a 
prisoner Lhan meet God and His Messenger on the Hay of 
judgment as an oppressor over any person or a usurper of 
anything out of worldly wealth. How can 1 oppress any one for 
the sake at a life that is fast moving towards destruction and 
[the body that] is to remain under the earth for a long tinier' 


I. Tuhifni/U^ah p, lie, iil Gbd>j.i t vol. i, p 
2 Nabj af-Balttg&ah, Letter 21 & -lb, TitbafaJ-l^uh p 117 
i Nabj sti-Raiagbah, Sermon 11b, Tuhafid-'Uqili, p. Ivi. 

I /VWj bj ai-BaiUghab, Sermon 12 J, 'Uyutt al-Wkam wt ulM&wn% p. m, b- ‘/2&S, «/■ 
Shat al-MuUUqtrrt,. VO l l, p, 111"-.. 
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Imam f Ali (a.s.): “By God, even if I was given all the seven 
domains and all that exists under the skies in order to disobey 
God to the extent of snatching one grain of barley from an ant 
I would not do so., Pot me your world is inferior than the leaf 
in the mouth of a locust that is chewing it. What has 'Alt to 
do with bounties that will pass away and pleasures that will net 
last?” * 1 

299, I mam 'Ah (a.s.): “On the Day of Resurrection I will argue with 
people regarding nine things: Performing oi prayers (saJa!) t 
paying alms rax (mkat), enjoining good and forbidding wrong, 
doing justice among people, equal distribution, lighting in the 
path of God, implementing punishments, and the like.”' 

3UU, Tdrtkh Dimashtf - narrated by 'All ibn Rabi'a: “JahU ibn Hubayra 
came to 'Alt (<u.) and said; “OCommander of Faithful! If two men 
tome to you and you are more likeable to one of them than his own 
soul or his household or his wealth and the other one would kill you 
if he could, then would you judge in favor of the first man and 
against the second one?!” 

1 Ie struck me on my chest and said: "Indeed, if it were up to 
me, I would do so; but this is an affair pertaining to God,”'* 

30L Al-Kamil jt al-Yimkb in a report about 'Ub ay dull ah ibn al- 
Hurr al-Ju 1 Jti:' "When 'Lhlimin was killed and the war broke 


3, Nah\ d-BaiAghah,. Sermon 224. #1-Sir4i MU^tcUfun, vcl. I p ibJ, Yannir #1 
Mawadda, \ ol l.p 44 2, h ft 

Fa da 7/ alSahabti , vol I, p- fAtt, h. fiitSS, nIKfrifal, p 363,1;. S3. 

3, Tankf* Dart tuba, vol 42, p. -USR, a i-Biddy a ma al-Nrbdyti, vol. if, px r Aiandifih al- 
ln'iimi Amu al Mu'minin, vol p. 57. h. 54e. 

A 'Ubaydutlah ibn ] 1 <jrr al-JuTi wn a brave warrior ..mu one of the companions oi 
'Uthman. When the Litter w,^ killed, Albaydullah beuame inclined towards 
Muhiwiya ;md said ,L God knows thai T love 'U daman and [ will help him until 

1 die." 

He therefore left fox Sham and attended the battle ol Shim along with 
Mu"awLy,i and remained beside him umi3 'All U.s.) was killed. Ailci the 
uprising ol imam Husain (a s.). he !Hl Kufa so chat the lium would not _T,rc: 
Kuhi while he was Lhere, as he said; "By God, J do nut w;ml lo sen him no: 
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oLit between 'All (a.s.) JliicL Mtfuwiya, he [ UbaydulUliJ went 
towards MiTYwiya and remained with him because of his love 
for 'Uthman. He and Malik ibn Misma' accompanied 
Mu'awiya in the battle of Siffin, 'Ubaydullah stayed with 
Mu f awiya and his wife was in Kufa and since his separation 
lasted long, his brother-in-law married her oil to someone 
called 'Ikrama ibn Khabls. When 'UbaydtjlLah was informed 
about this, he left for Kufa and went to 'All (a,s,) to make a 
complaint against Ikrama. 

'All (a,s,) told him; “Yon helped out the enemy and now you are 
infuriated? 

‘Ubaydullab said: “Will this deprive me of your justice?" 

The Imam said: “Nof 


When Imam Husain (a.s.) entered Qisr banl Maijatil (one of the rest areas 
between Mecca and Kufa} and saw his lent, he sent one of his companions to 
hjm fUhaydallah] to call him for his jssistatice, but he did not reply. Imam 
Husain (a.s.) put on his shoes and wcjil 10 him, lie greyed him and v.u down. 
Then he invited him to join the uprising, bui he did jiot accepi 

Aftei Imam Husain fa.s.) was; killed, 'UbaydaU&h went to visit ibn ZiyaJ who 
had reprimanded him for uoi helping rj* l? troops of agamsi Imam 

Husain (a.s.j, Hr then held bach his rears and left for she iand of Karbala He 
observed ihe battlefield and ashed for Cod's forgiveness tor them and 
composed a long poem in which he praised Imam Husain (as.) .^id his 
matured companions, showing o3s repentance and pity tor nni joining hem til 
rhe uprising against the trickster cyrarus of Lhc tirnr 

11c and his children roue up and turned to fighting and robbery, lie 
robbed nut only private but also pubI lc property His uprising continued 
through the time of Mukfuir and Mufab. ending u;j to has cooperation 
wi 1 3l \Abd al Malik ibn Marwan. He was killed when confronting the Hoops 
of M u s 1 ab. [ Tan kh ni-Ta ri, vo I 6 T p. ] zs-i.J S] 
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Then he told his story to ‘Ali (a„s.) and he returned his wife to 
him. Sire was pregnants so he left her with someone whom he 
trusted until die gave birth to her child and he handed the child to 
Tkrima and returned the woman to 'Lfbaydulkh. He [ f Ubaydullah] 
went back to Sham where he stayed until 'All (a.s.) was killed." 

3(12. 1'ankh at-Ya'qKhi - narrating from al-'XubiT; v, Gne day, I went to 
see "Umar ibn c Abd al-'Aziz and while I was with him, he 
received a letter from one of his administrators stating that 
their city needed rehabilitation. 1 told 'Umar: "One of the 
administrators of 'All ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) had sent him a 
similar letter and he had replied to him as follows: "Now, 
fortify Lhe city with Justice and clean the tyranny off its 
pathway!” 'Umar wrote the same reply to his administrator.”- 

See: 3/4 (The Imam's Motives tor Accepting the Rulers hip). 


6/2 

Commitment to Rights 

363. Imam e Aii (s.s.) in die Battle of Siftln: “God the Glorified has 
made incumbent upon you some rights for me by placing me 
over your affairs (being your ruler) and you too have a right 
over me like mine over you, The truth is very encompassing in 
its description but very narrow [difficult] in its application. 

Right docs not apply in favor of any person unless it applies 
against him also, and it does not apply against a person unless 
it also applies in his favor. It is only Allah the Glorified that 
has rights over others without them having any rights over 
Him and that is by virtue of Ills Might over His creatures and 
by virtue of the justice permeating all of His decrees. He rSie 
Glorified has made His right over creatures that they should 
obey Him and He has laid upon Himself to reward them 
several times as a mark of His bounty md the generosity that 
He is worthy of. 

Then, from His rights, He the Glorified assigned certain 
rights for certain people against others. He made them so as to 
equate with one another. Some of these rights produce other 
rights. Some rights arc such that Lhey do not apply except when 


], al-KAmUji al-Titnkh, vol j, p. 25 
2 . Ttirikk a! Y&qtibf, vol. 2, p. 3oti. 
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others do. The greatest of these rights chat God Almighty has 
made obligatory is the right of the ruler over the ruled and the 
right of the ruled over the ruler. This is an obligation which 
God the Glorified has plated on each one against the other. He 
has made it the basis of their (mutual) relations and honor lor 
their religion. Consequently, the ruled cannot prosper unless 
the rulers are sound, while the rulers cannot be sound unless 
the ruled are steadfast. 

If the ruled fulfill the rights of the ruler and the ruler fulfils 
tlidr rights, then rights attain the position of honor among 
them, the ways of religion become established, signs oi justice 
become fixed and the traditions {sttrrna} are earned out. In this 
way time will improve, the continuance of government will be 
expected and die aims of the enemies will be frustrated, 

But if the subjects overcome the ruler or the ruler oppresses his 
subjects, then differences will arise, signs ol oppression will 
appear, wile wall enter rise religion and the traditions [r&'VJAi .i will 
become forsaken. Then desires are acLed upon, the commands fof 
religion) arc discarded, diseases of rite soul become numerous and 
there is no tear for disregarding even great righLs nor for the 
committing of major wrongs- 

In such circumstances, the virtuous are humiliated whde the 
vicious are honored and there are serious punishments from 
God til mighty on the people. 

You should therefore counsel each other (for the fulfillment of 
your obligations) and cooperate with each other. However 
extremely eager a person may be to secure the pleasure of God and 
however fully he strives for it, he cannot discharge (his obligation 
for) obedience to God Almighty as is really due to Him. 

It is an obligatory right of God over the people that they 
should advise each other to the best of their ability and 
cooperate with each other for the establishment of truth among; 
them. No person, how eve i great his position in the matter ol 
truth and however advanced his distinction in religion may he., 
is above needing help in connection with the obligations 
placed on him by God. No man, however small he may be 
regarded by others or however humble he may appear before 
eyes, :s too low to assist or to be afforded assistance in this 
matter."' 


L Nahj-af Bat<i%hah, Samian 2 1 ft Also cf,, a; Ka/'i, voJ, £, p. 352, h 55 Q. 
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304. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “God the Glorified has put the rights of Kis 
servant ahead of His own rights (given priority to their rights). 
Therefore* whoever fulfils ihe rights of the servants of God will 
fulfill the rights of God.” 1 * * 4 5 6 

6/3 

The D evclopment of Constructive Freedom 

3U5. Imam r Ali (a. a.); “O People, verily Adam (a.s.) did not beget 
slave [3ien and women; alt people are tree,' " 

306, Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “And now, verily God the Blessed and the 
limited sent Muhammad (s.a.w.) so as to bring His servants out 
from the servitude of His servants towards the servitude of 
Himself, from the covenant of His servants to the covenant of 
Himself, from obedience to his servants towards obedience to 
Himself and from the guardianship of His servants toward 
guardianship of Himself.”' 

307, Imam 'All (j.s.)i “Do not be the slave of others as God has made 

C 12 1 

you tree. 

308, Imam 'All (a.s.): “He who fulfils the requirements of servitude 
[to God] deserves freedom and he who neglects the rules of 
freedom will be returned to slavery 

3(19, Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “Beware of what infuriates your Lord and 
frightens people away from you! lie who in Iu hates his Lord 
will be exposed to death and he who frightens people has 
disclaimed freedom.” 


1, ahifT&T n'l-H'skam, h. 4780; Uyrirt ai-thknm wet ttl-Mavtii'ig, p 223, h. 4.*47 

a!-Kdfr, voL a. p W. h 36. B'fw al-An'ird*, vol. 32* p 134, ]j (07 

J - ,lIKdJf , vol K, p. 7'Sfi, h. 3H6, Fsilah til-SaW, p. 372, h. 24», Bihar alAnwar, vol, 77, p, 
V>% li 34. 

4. A ,r fi hj i I'-Bm&ghah, Lclicj 31 Txh&f ai-'UtfHl, p. 77. 'Uymi alHikam xw rJMawx V& 

p. 47/!, h. £ JS72, 

5. Gbaraj d-Hikum, h. 852*30. 'Uym a:-Hsham -toe al-Mawa p. 450* h 8004-U. 

6 . GfatTQT td-Hih&m, h. 37-?J5, Uynn al-Hskam mi ai-Mawa'ifr p I on, h. 229?. 
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31(h Imam 'Ali (a.s*); 'The beauty of a free person (from all sorts of 
bondages) is in keeping away from infamy.”' 

311, Imam r Ali (a,s.)i * £ A free person remains free even if distress 
befalls him and a slave remains a slave even li destiny assists. 

L ■ nl 

him, 

312 + Imam 'Ali (a.s.): ''O Kufand I am enlangled with you, there are 
three things [that von possess] and two others {that you lack]: 
[Concerning the three things] you ase deaf in spite oi having 
ears, dumb in spite of speaking and blind in spite of having 
eyes. [As for the two] you are neither true supporters in combat 
nor dependable brothers in distress." 

313. Imam 'Ali (as.) - after hearing about the issue of the 
arbitration: “Woe betide you! I had to bear a lot of difficulties 
from you. One day 1 have to call you loudly (to jibad] and on 
one day l have lo whisper to you in confidence, you are neither 
true free men at the time oi Lhe call nor trustworthy brothers at 
the time of speaking in confidence,” 

314. Imam T Ali (a.s.) - from the aphorisms attributed Lo him: 
“Whatever befalls a free man, lie will bear it and see it as per his 
magnanimity, unless when a [small] fraction oi his freedom is 
degraded; and that is when he refuses and does not respond lo 
it,” 5 

6/4 

Attaching Importance to the Pleasure ol the Public 

315. Imam r Ali (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-AshLar: “Let 
Lire dearest of your at Ians be those which ace middlemost in 
rightfulness, most inclusive in justice and most comprehensive 
in (establishing) lhe content of the subjects, for the discontent 
of ihe masses invalidates the content of favorite [people] and 
the discontent ol favorites is pardoned at the achievement of 
the content of the masses. Whereas the support oi religion, the 


I GhuTtitaMJrktim, h. 4745, VjUji nl-tfikam -aa p. 222, h 4333 

y Oharar nl-Hrkam, h iui, Uyun vm ftt-Mawa'i} p. as, h. iatil j, Bihar al- 

Anmar, voE, is, p I2 b ti- 70. 

3. Nahj a t-Btih'ivj.'id ', iernum 97. 

A, Nahjal-Eahi^hith, Sermon 125- 

5. Sharp Nab} xl-Baldghxh, vol, 10, p, 279, h; 210, 
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solidarity of Muslims and preparedness in the face of the 
enemy lie only with the common people of the community, so 
let your inclination and affection be towards them, Verily the 
foremost delight of the eye tor rulers is the establishment of 
lust ice in the land and the appearance of friendship for the 
subjects. Hut surely the subjects" love will not appear without 
their hearts being sound.” 1 

316. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: 
"Therefore, you should act in your rule like him who desires to 
secure the praise of t\\c subjects T the reward of God and the 
pleasure of the Imam. There is no power save m God. :: " 

6/5 

Kindness to the Subjects and Lovr for them 

317* Imam : AI i (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik at-Ashlar: ,L lo fuse 
your heart with mercy, love and kindness for your subjects. Be 
not in face of them a voracious animal, counting them as easy 
prey, for they are either your brothers in religion or your like 
in creation. I he> are subject to mistakes, deficiencies overcome 
them and evil deeds are committed by them intentionally and 
by mistake. So grant them your pardon and your forgiveness to 
the same extent that you hope God will grant you His pardon 
and His forgiveness, for you arc above them and he who 
appointed you n above you and God is above him who 
appointed you. God has .sought from you the fulfillment of 
[hen requirements, and He is trying you with them. Set not 
yourself to war against God, ior you have no pcnvei against 1 Its 
vengeance, nor are you able to dispense with Ilis pardon and 
His mercy. 

Know that there is nothing that brings about the trust of the 
ruler in the subject more than to be kind ru them, to lighten 
then burdens and abandon coercing them in that in which he 
possess not any right over them. So, you should attain a 


i Nil bj itf-B >7.au; b nh. Letter :■ j. Tabu] <;! 'fvw,', p, les & I 3:c Da V: 'tm til- Is 'am t vy| | t p 
J55 & m. 

.1. Ttt.kaJ a!- 'L'rWj 1 '. p I vh . 
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situation in which you can have trust in your subjects, as 
trusting them will sever from you a lasting strain. Surely he 
who most deserves your trust i.s he who has succeeded when 
you have tested hr in and he who most deserves your mistrust is 
he who has failed when you have tested him.” * 1 * 

[In Tubt{f al-'Uipll the following is added to the above:) “Try 
to realize that this position can be for or against you, so that 
you will be more cognizant in doing good and having a good 
impression with people in addition to the reward that God 
shah have lor you on Judgment Day, 

318, Imam 'Ali (a.s.J - from his letter to Ibn Abbas when he was his 
agent in .Basra: "You should know that Basra is the place where 
Satan descends and misdiid happens. Therefore, keep the 
people of this place pleased with good treatment and untie the 
knots ol fear from their hearts.” 3 

6/6 

Direct Contact with People 

319* Imam f Ali (a,v) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar; “Set 
aside for those who have requests from you a portion ('of your 
time) m which you yourself are free (to attend) to them. Hold 
an open audience (or them and therein be humble before God 
who created you. Keep the soldiers and aids that are your 
bodyguards and police away from them so that their 
spokesman may address you without stammering (in fear). I 
heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) say on more than one 
occasion: “A nation in which the rights of the weak are not 
taken from the strong without stammering shall never be 
sanctified,” 

"Then Lhere are certain matters ol your affairs in which you 
musi carry out personally. Among them are: responding to 
your administrators when your secretaries are unable to do s and 
meeting people's need Lhe same day presented to you. Do not 


1. ,'VrT hj rtl-Balijgbtib, Letter 53. Da 'a im sil-hlam, ■.•■jL |, p v..i — 35&, 

1. 7 xhiij iti-' iGy?r/, [i. 17(i — 130. 

' AW;. 1 ,{}Letter is. Bihar ai-zS/j-mir^ vu 1.3.1, p, 49?, h W-s 
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prolong your seclusion from your subjects, for lire rulers 1 
seclusion from their subjects is a kind of constraint and will 
result in a lack of knowledge of the affairs. Seclusion from 
people deprives the rulers from acquiring the knowledge ot 
what they are unaware of and then as a result they begin to 
regard great matters small and bad matters good The great 
appears to them as small and the small as great and the 
beauLiful will appear as ugly and the ugly as beautiful." 1 * 

-i2lh Imam r Ali (a.s.) - from his letter to Qu.tham ibn 'Abbas, his 
agent in Mecca: (here should be no intermediary and envoy 
between you and the people except your tongue and no guard 
save your own face. Do not prevent any needy person from 
meeting you,, because il the needy one is returned unsatisfied 
from your door in the first instance* then doing u thereafter 
will not bring you any praise.' 1 

321. Imam J Ali (a.s.) — from his letter to the tax collectors: "Do not 
employ doorkeepers for yourself and do not bar anyone from 
making their requests until they hand it over to you. 11,1 

322. Imam r Ali (a,s.) - from his letter to the commanders of the 
troops: “From the servant of God 'Ah (a.s.) ibn Abi Tit lib. the 
Commander of the Faithful to the commanders, in charge of 
the garrisons. The distinction that an officer achieves or the 
wealth with which he has been exclusively endowed should not 
make him change his behavior towards his subjects and rather 
the riches God has bestowed on him should increase him in 
nearness lo his people and kindness over his brethren." 4 5 

323. Imam r Ali (a.s.) - in his letter to Qiays ibn Sa L d: “Cut the 
distance between you and the people, leave your door open .md 
adhere to the truLh.”'' 1 


S . Nuhj al-Baiagbah, Le iter 53. Ttthajnl-UquL p j42 

2. Nahj aJ-Baiaghah, Lei Ler of, Bib, it a!-A war, vol i\ p 4 V 7 , Jl. 70": . 

3 Waq at p m3, Bihar aI-Anv-'d/ t voL 7S, p. ivy h, . r i! 

! Ntihi al-Bafdghah . Le \ ler 50, Waq af Sijjiu, p. 107, al-A ttttilt by j]-Tus!, p 717 , b.lM, 
ahMt'yar tea ai-Ma't&dziu-, p, 103. 

5. Tatfkhk al-Ya'qabf, vo\. 1, a ?()/. 
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324. Imam "Ali (a.s.); “There are three traits that if they were 
possessed by any of the leaders, he would deserve to be regarded 
as a trustworthy leader: to be fust in his judgment^ not to veil 
himself from his subjects and to execute God T s ordinances 
[equally] concerning the acquaintances and the strangers," 1 * 

6/7 

Tolerating Difficulties Caused by People 

325. Imam 'Ah (a,*,}: "He who does not tolerate the cost ol people’s 
provision is preparing to hand over power |to someone dsc]."' 

326. Imam r Ali (a.s.): "Tolerance is the adornment of politics 
(rule).” 3 

327. Imam r Ali (a.s,) — in the aphorisms attributed to him: “He who 
manages to direct liis soul to be patient about the ignorance of 
the people deserves to become .1 ruler,"' 1 * * 7 * * 

328. Imam Ali (a,s.): “When you become a ruler, be lenient. 

329 h Imam Alt (a.**): "The foundation of politics; is to practice 
leniency. 

33(1. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “I he best of politics is Leniency/"' 

331. Imam 'Ali (a.s.)i “He who acts with leniency will be successful/ 10 

332. Imam r Ali (a.s.,1: “! Ie who is not lenient to those inferior Lo him 
will not achieve his desires/’ 1 ' 


i Kang iti-Ummdi t vol, 5, p. 70 I, li I431S 

2. Ghtfrai Jy 

1. Gbnrar itl-Hikam, h, 775, 'Lytin nl-Hikam wa ai-Ma&a'ifr p. 2 t, h, ?j9, 

4 Shark Nah) rtf-Bataghtfh, vt>], j p, j [ a, h. 

5. Ghttnjr iti Lhkttrx, h. 3574, ‘Uyiih tii-Hiktim -a™ aJ-Nawri 'iz, p 1 33. h. 2 yj&. 

ti- Gh w rar fil-H?k a m , h. fct'6, 'Uynn pl-Hiko-ir, tea al-Mawd'i^ t p, 263. h 1781 

7 C hii t# t al-IJikatii, h . 9947. 

B- Gburartii-Hikam, h 7342, 'Uytiti dt-Hilatm wu ftl-Mtt&aUg, p. 4S3, h SI 12. 

y Ghura r uf-Hfkxm, k wins 
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333. imam "AM (a.s.) - a cj what he wrote to Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman; 

I I command you lo be tolerant in your affairs, lenient and just 
to your subjects." 1 

334. imam 'Ali (auu) - in a letter he wrote to the people of Madi’in: 

II I assigned your affairs to Hud hay fa ibn afYaman whose 
approach 1 favor and whose righteousness 1 am hopeful of. 1 
have commanded him to do good to your benevolent ones, to 
be strict on your evil doers and to be lenient to those with good 
behavior among you, I ask God fox well-being and benevolence 
and His All-embracing Mercy for you and for myself in this 
world and the hereafter.” 2 

335. Imam Ali (j.s.): Be [enieiH r for it is the key to righteousness 
and the character of those who possess intellect.” 3 4 

336. Imam "All (a.s.)r. Tolerance and leniency ease off hardships and 
facilitate difficult means. lh4 

337. Imam 'Ali (a,*,); "He who exercises leniency, difficulties, will 
b ccome e a sy fo r him,” 2 

6/S 

Refraining from Anger 

338. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - from his instructions to Ibn 1 Abbas when be 
appointed him as his administrator in Basra: "Treat people 
with a broad bee, when meeting them, in gatherings and when 
passing a rule, beware ol anger because it is an augury oi 
Satan A* 


]. hih&d nl-Qitlnbi p Jl\, M-Damjat aJ-Rafia, p. .23R- Bihtlr al-Aniattr^ vol. 23 p r$. 
h.l 

2. Inbitd nirQfit'ifb. p. :■<22, ftl-Dar&jat p. >ay. Alsu < f., ni GhAmt, v:.ij |, p.:n 

1. (xhttmr ai Hifcam, h. 61 14, Uyiin allliktim av* ul-Mawa iz, p. sia, h. 57 f) 5 , I hi J - 
52 a h. 1.165, 

4. Gh?irar a 1 Hika m r h 177S. 

Y (jhitnit al-Hiktlm x h. 340'.'. 'liyiin ni-Hikum vm ni-Maira'ig, p. .;*5, h 3215. 
t ). Ncihj rtl-BcJfighihy Letter 7ti, Bihar /(/-Afeir, vuE j3, p 403, h. 704 
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G/y 

Forbidding Fault-finding 

339. Imam ( Ali (a.s.)f “Certainly people are subject to faults, so do 
not uncover what is concealed from you; for God the Glorified 
will judge about it. Veil imperfection as much as you are able to 
and God wilt veil what you would like to be veiled." 1 

340. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “LeL 
the furthest of your subjects and the most hateful to you be he 
who most seeks out the faults of men. For people have faulty 
which the ruler more than anyone else should conceal. So do 
not uncover those of them that arc hidden from yon, for U is 
unly incumbent upon you to remedy what appears before you. 
God will judge what is hidden from you. So veil imperfections 
■is much as you are able Lo and God will veil what you would 
like io be veiled from your subjects.^ 

34L Imam 'Ali (ai.) - in the aphorisms attributed to him: "The 
mischievous look for Lhe defects of people and overlook their 
merits like (he flies that go after putrid places. 5 ' 1 

342, Imam 'Ali {a.s.J: "When a debauched woman is asked: "who has 
committed debauchery to you?” and she answers 1 3 so-and-so, 
then two punishments must be inflicted on her: a punishment 

for her debauchery and .mother one for accusing a Muslim 
>' 4 

uum. 

343. Imam "Ali (a,s.); “To pursue others' weaknesses is of the worst 
ol vices. 


1. Ghit rat , r l-J^ika. m, h 3505; Als c- !■ f. Da a an a l'-A la nr „ vql L p 5 5 5 

2 Nubj fil-Bdlctg&db, Letter 5 J., Yitbaf ai-'UquI, p I2i 

3 Skarb Niihj iii-Balagbab, vol. if». p. ".fi*?, h. 113. 

4. al-Kafi, vcl. V, p. £09, h Jil, Tahdhih ui-Abkiinu vo). SO, p. 4£ r h- I7tl, 'Uyfitt Akkba? 

al-JUda, vc!. 2, p. yj, h. i lh. 

3. Gbujfir al-Htkd ))i r b 45 SU. 
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6/10 

Uncovering lixcuses to Remove Suspicions 

344, Imam f Ali (a.s.) in his instructions to Malik a!-Ashtar: “If 
your subjects should suspect you of an injustice, then explain 
to than your justification, By your explanation, turn their 
suspicions away from yourself. This way, you are training your 
self acting kindly to your subjects and you will achieve your 
goal of setting them on the path oi the truth 1 * 

6/11 

Helping the Oppressed 

345. Imam *Ali j>.s,)r ‘'He who does not lake the rights of the 

oppressed from the oppressor, God will take hi-s strength from 

■ 

him. 

346- Imam 'All (a,s.): “Behold, fcv Him who .split the grain (to grow) 
and created living beings. If people had not come to me and 
supporters had not exhausted the argument and if there had 
been no pledge of God with the learned to the effect that they 
should not acquiesce in the gluttony of the oppressor and the 
hunger of the oppressed, I would have cast the rope of 
Caliphate on its own shoulders, I would have given the last one 
the same treatment as to the first one (he. leave it as before), 
Then you would have seen that this world of yours in my eyes 
is no better than the sneezing of a goat.” 3 4 

347. Imam r Ali (a s.): “ O people! Support me in your own affairs. By 
God, I will take revenge on the oppressor on belt all of the 
oppressed and will pul a string in the nose of the oppressor 
jisd drag him to the spring of truthfulness even though he may 
grudge il. m 4 


l .Wji'i fll-Balafikafr, I.eiler S3, Tufiafa! 'UrjuL. p U5- 

GhnruT til Riktitti. h &>66, 'UyAn «t-rf nl-MtiU'd iZ, p. *28, h. 726E 

i A r d bj al-Enuirhab, Sermon 3, Ma'&ni aiAkhbiir, p. 362, E.i I af-Jrtbfid, vot i, p 2 Kv, 
'll at cd-Shura 'i\ p, iSI, h, 12, 

4 Nil hi al-Bttidgkxbj Sermon n&, Bihar ai-Anwdr, vul. 32. p. 4?, h, 33 
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348. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): l 'Thc humiliated person in my view is honorable 
until I secure his rights tor Him mid the strong in my view is weak 
until 1 take, the rights f of others) from him " 

349. Imam r ASi (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: Ll 3hen. 
look into the maLter of the judgments among people with good 
intention. The true judgment it to take back the rights of the 
oppressed from the oppressors, Lo support ihe weak against the 
strong and Lo execute God's Lw r s according lo their proper wa^s 
and courses, which will sec aright Cod's servants and His lands”' 

33(1. Imam aTbaqii: H "AIi (a.sj was returning home m the heat jot the 
day] when he saw a woman .stranding, saving: ‘My husband has 
wronged me r scared me, harassed me and he has threatened to beat 

53 

mt, 

'All (a.s.j said: w O Servant of Godl Be paLient until the weather 
cool off and then 1 will go with you if God wills." 

The woman said; "His anger and fury will increase against me." 

lie lowered his bead, then raised it and said: 'By God, [1 will 
not stop) until the right of the oppressed is secured without 
stammering. Where is your bouse? 1 ' 

He went to the man's house, stopped at the door and called 
out: “peace be on you {itisttldm alyknmf)” 

A young man came out and 'Ah (a.s.) said: “O Servant ul God! 
Be wary of God! You have scared your with and brought her 
forth.” 

The young man said: "\Vho arc you to gel involved? By God, 1 
will burn her because of vour words!" 

Then (he Commander of the Faithful said, "i am enjoining you 
to do good and refraining you from doing wrong and you 
respond Lo me with wrong and ignore the good?” 

kite narrator [3 mam iJ-Bacpi {a.s.jj sand; "People were gathering 
around and saying; "Peace be on you O Commander of the 
faithful!” 

Repentant and confused, the man said; “O Commander of the 
Pan hi ul! Forgive my kink. By God, (from now' on] 1 will be like 
the ground for her to step on.” 

"Ab (a.s.j sheathed his sword and said; "O Servant of God! 
Enter your house and do not force your wife into such troubles. 


I Nstbj tilliaioghtih Sermon 31, Bihar rfM^wr, vo). l-J, ;i ^.it, h 2* 

7. Titkjf til 'L'vfii, p. I.'0. 

H, Matstiqib '/Hi ibriAbi TaHk, vt?l. ,r p. I on, Bihar dlAn'w&r, vol al r p yi, h i 
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351 . al-Ikhiisay. Sa'id ibn Qayt a 1-1 Umadiinl saw 'AIL (a.s.) near a wall on a 
hot day and he asked him: ,l O Commander oi the faithful 1 2 What arc 
you doing here at litis hour?" 

He said: N ! have not gone forth but to help an oppressed person 
or assist on? who asks ioj help. 

At this rime 2 woman who was disheartened and bewildered came 
towards him. She stopped before him and said, ' G Commander of 
the Faithful! My husband has wronged me, harassed me and 
threatened to heat me- Come .dong with me to go to him. 

He lowered his head, then raised it and sain: By Cod. not until 
the right of the oppressed is secured without stammering. Where is 
your house? 

She said in such and such a neighborhood. 

He went along wjth the woman until they reached her house I he 
woman said: "This is my house." [The narrator goes on to sayj lie 
greeted and then a man came out and he was wearing a long colorful 
garment. 'Ali (a,s.) told hjrm M Be wary of Cod] You have scared your 
wife.” The young man said: ^Who are you to get involved? By Cod, 

1 will burn her because of your words!" 

[The narrator says | Whenever he ['Ali (a.s,)] went somewhere he 
won Id carry his whip in his hand and wear his sword, it someone was 
judged to be punished by whipping, he would whip him and if 
someone was judged 10 be punished with a sword, he would 
promptly carry it out. 

All of it sudden the young man noticed that 'Ali (a.s.) had 
unsheathed his sword and was saying: '‘1 am enjoining you 10 do 
good and refrain mg you from doing wrong and you are rejecting 
good: Repent! Or I will punish you" 

|The narrator says! People from ihe nearby alleys came towards 
the Commander of the Faithful fa.s.) and crowded before him, |Af 
this time] The young man re pen Led and said: 11 0 Commander of the 
Faithful Forgive me! May God forgive you 1 1 txF 1 By God, [from now 
onJ 1 will be like the ground for her to step on" 

Then be ordered the woman to go back tn her house and he 
himself returned [home] too, while reciting: a Therr h no good in mad 
0/ thfir secret talks, excepting him who enjoins charity or tefnH ii right or 
reconciliation bttw tw people. . 

tl Praise be to Cod who through me reconciled between a woman 
and her husband. God the Blessed and the LAalrcd says; "There r no 
goo if in much of their iferd talks, excepting him who enjoins charity or 
what T right or refon dilation between peopk, and whoever does that, 
iff king G\id‘s phasurt, soon Wt shall give him a. great reward.*' 


1, Qur'an, -1:314.. 

2. sd'lkbfm, p- l: i7, Bihar abAnwar, yo! 40 r p. i 33. 
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352. r il-Kajt - narrating from Usayd ibn Sifwan, a companion of the 
Messenger of God (s.g.w-.); "On the day of the .death of the 
Commander oi' the hahhfuf the town of Kuk was quivering with the 
peoples weeping and the peopl? were astounded (confused) ]u.si likv 
the day" of die Prophet's (s- 3 -w.) death." 

[At this time| a man came running towards us and reciting the 
vme ( '}nd&ed wt bdonp to God. And to Him do wr wdzed h.tani and il 
said: 'Today the chain of succession of Prophethood is broken off." 
Ik stopped at rhe door of the house jn which the Commander of Lhe 
Faithful (.a.s.) was and said: “Q Ann ai-Hasan may God have Mercy 
upon vou‘. You were the first of Hie people in [embracing] Alarn and 
their most sincere in lailb, The weak .-.nd the hum dialed were 
powerful acid honorable with you until you would secure '.heir rights 
and the powerful and strong were -weak and humiliated before you 
until you would Lake from them ihe rightful due. The distant people 
and the nearest ones were ah the same m you in lbesc things.' 

W r 6/6: v 'Direct 'Conttut wtih People 

6/12 

Setting up the ‘House of Complaints' 

SM al-A sbx. 'T he first person ivho set up a place for people to lodge 
their complaints was the Commander of the- Faithful "ALi ibn Abt 
ITdib (a.s.)T" 

Ai-Awd 'il —narrating from Muhammad ;bn Sunn: '“All (a.s.) sct up a 
house in which the people would lod^e their complainrs. 

Shitrh Nil hi ulBaHghak "There was a house belonging to the 
Commander of the Faithful which he named bdj? ahqisai (the house 
of complaints) and the people would drop their letters ol complaints 

it j 

in it. 

[mim E Ali (a.s.) - saying to his companions; "Any one of you who 
has a request from me should write it in a note so ili^l I spare your 
face from direct questioning. 


353, 

354 , 

355 , 

356* 


1. alKdjt, vn], i, p. 454, |j. I . Ktunnl rJ-Dm, p m - m h S by .il^itduq, 

p. Hi h Hfi\ 

2. §ltbj? ill-/.Vlhd, v0 \ I. p. 4 34. 

5. (iM™* % p. 142. 

■I. Shark Nabj al-Bttldghth, vol. L7. p. ¥7 
5. ft I Jifd al-Fand, vol q p. 2(0. 
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6/13 

Inspection to Repel the Wrongs Done by the Troops 

357, imam 'Ali (a.s,): "From the servant of Cod ’All, the Commander 
of the Faithful to whomever through whose jurisdiction the army 
passes, be they collectors of revenue or administrators oi the Sand; 

I have sent an army that will pass by you, 11 Cod wills, 1 have 
instmeted them about what God has made obligatory on them* 
namely that they should avoid molestation and evade harm. I 
declare before you and based on the covenant 1 have with you 
for those who are under vour protection) that 1 denounce any 
annoyance committed by the army excepL when one es 
compelled by hunger and there is no other way oi satisfying it. 
Then punish those who commit injustice. Prevent those who 
intend to do wrong to them from then injustice and avert the 
silly ones among you from harming them [the army] and to 
intervene in their affairs except in that which 1 have allowed, i 
myself am within the army, so refer to me their complaints and 
any hardship which is caused by them and which you cannot 
repel except through Cod and through me. I shall then repel it 
with the help of God, [file so wills.” 1 

6/14 

Attempts towards Unifying the Muslim Community 

358. Imam 'Ali (as.) - in his letter to Abu Musa ai-Ash'ari in 
response to the issue of the arbitration: "Certainly many people 
changed because they lost so many lasting benefits. Therefore 
they inclined towards the world and spoke out of desire. 1 have 
been struck wi th wo nder in this m atter u po n w hit.: h pc op 1 e wh o 
are self-conceited have gathered. I am providing a cure J or then 
wound, but 1 fear it develops mio a dot oi blood (and becomes 
Incurable). Remember that no person is more covetous than I 
am for the unity of the nation of Muhammad {s.a.w.j and their 


1 N t ib; at-BeUghah, Letter 60, Bihdr a l-Anmt vol. J S . p 4*6, h 6v 1 







446 


Imam Ah and Political Leadership 


.^ sjj 1 * »* >* .j. . *■* 

J* L>>' - A' 1 * - J4-J vJ( tLiU 0j5h d'1 UJ -Hj-^ i^SjW 

jUj ul^A 1 ^;i"j ^yJi ^ ^ 

i r ;JA ^Ij cjliii )fj£ N :-^ Oi _ri^ - 359 

, ic- UaJ 'i l)IS" j.1 i l it IjL * J™ 5- Anlt -J-f*" t* 

iipi.iL' m ill Ju OLj EjJlA’I SijJJI Lrt - 

1 .,_SjJJ £U j. |lill b‘ ^ ^1 Ji i^J' ty&jih) fSdj 

i i JiUS' j* f*-^ 1 ' Ml 

?iji jj' iasfj iii* ^ jt j& v ii-i-' 1 *i Irfi v^'j 

-£■ _- _- f JP J I 

y- ?i j .y *j- j-u ^ ^ j^ j j -y^} : ^2 

1 , ,^ r i J J S i Jj Jc, Jjf J J± ‘■Jjtii U>'l ,1 P <*i' w; J y 1 J- a , 

^ JOi> j? J' Ijj L^> J& V J4 k -•*«* - M3 ‘ 

\^'jJ.j -GLpJ; > i.yj^'d L^il'l JJjijljj fciSjiil 


. M 4 4 S T . iJJ ') ^ i- ! j_fcJ i J* ^>hj - “--—■ J* J-rJ 1 i t-ju l$ -■-1 J 1: jl Jl ' 

.7 34 - ^ 33 :^ ^■ijA.'^L^.^a fc-tSJI ^OL- 1 '^- 7 

f* : - i ^ 2^ 3 - i' 51 s^' +*= |~r 

. jfjiy> j .w... ;i jj' - r f> .y V J ^ 12 c 1 o 1 ^ b ■' J 27 '-* J -' ^ ?Lj,; ^ 1 

.!: C' * 3^3 ^ 33 ^ 

4 i? ^ 4 £. -Lj-L*- .■ ^/jr- y -V'-'Ai- L- r "' £ 

v. v ^_Jj 9, .137^ J c .i ‘ JIS C 3 1 3^ 1 £ jtjftljfa ~ V'£r ' 

, '.Jn i_! 1 1 ,! 

C 4 I Ztt Jt J J -5 ^ : ' :-as J .J .— 1 j ■“ Ji l ’■•■J j ' v 

121 U«M ^^C-''. 1 ^- A 


Chapter Six: Social. Policies 


447 


solidarity. I seek through it good reward and an honorable 
place to return to. l shall fulfill what I have pledged upon 
myself,”' 

559. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - on warning against seditions {jhnah}: “You 
should not be signs of sedition and flags of innovations but 
should adhere to that on which the community is united and 
on which the pillars ol obedience (of Allah) have been 
founded/"' 

36U, Imam 'Ali (ins.) - from his speech to the Khawanp “Be with the 
great majority (of Muslims) because Cod's hand (of protection) 
is with the united community. You should beware of division 
because the one isolated from the group is a prey to Satan just 
as the one isolated from the flock of sheep is a prey to the 
wolf”' 


361. 


362 , 


363. 


Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “Let Islam and its dignity keep you away from 
rebelliousness and blathering, he united on one word. Hold 
fast to the religion of Cod, that beside it, no other treed would 
lie accepted from any one; and to the word oi sincerity (Ihere 
is no god but Allah} which is the firm basts of religion/' 4 


Imam 'Ah (a.s.)i "You should avoid being divided in the matter 
of Cod's religion for your unity in respect of a right you 
dislike* is belter than disunity in respect of a wrong that you 
like! Certainly Cod the Glorified has not given any person, 
neither in the past nor present, any good for [his] separation.”' 


Imam r Ali (a.s.): “Satan has made his ways easy tor you and 
wants to break the joints of ytnit religion one by one and lo 
cause division among you in place of unity and bring you 
tuibulence by division. So keep away from his evil ideas and 
whisperings,” 6 


1 Nabj#1 ISalagbah, Letter 7E, Bihar ai-Anw^r, veil. iy. p. 3(4, h 534 

2 Naltj al-13trldxba?\ Sermon 151, ] "a n a hi' a f-M a v> a dan , v o 1 3, p 3?2 4 h, 4. 

3 Ntihj ahBaltghah. Sermon 127, Vyun al-Hik&m i'-vr ni-Mawit 'ye, p. l.m, h. ::ua, 

i >tbdr aI-Afjitfar, voL 33. p, 373. h. fitw. 

H. Sharh Nahj itlBalagbilh, VI A, 4, p. -15. 

S. Nahj al Bdlaghat, Sermon 176, Bihar nl-Atiwdr r voL 2, p. 313, h. 76, Yanabi' ai- 
Maw ad da , vul 3. p. 437, h . l ) 

6 Nab; al-B{Ud£hdb,5 ermon 12I 









448 


Imam Ali and P olitical Leadership 

k M ;U U*1*^ Jfr ^ ^ t'- U t4i' J^b '&"£* - f)4 

jp ^'ij^l, r <^ ^ j' L ^J vb 365 

^^i 1 . ^ Jai J3 a Ij-4h. ; - ^/ Jl ^ y^' ^ 4 - 'S'- 4 * ,366 

at ijji^'ij L^'i^l jSJ'.j j$A J b^ ! ^'^ 1 s-r- 

. LlV I 

i^.i jj t-^li ^ i%}\ 4^ ^ j 51 r^' 1 ^ ^ r-^ 

-"' i ^ 

0-ij= j ‘ ■ I <j ii*Ji OVlilj *' S* 1 *' 1 “ ^ 

'jJi J.L-Jjl3 .;jyj fj jj'j ‘*5 Au -r'l—r'V 1, Iri r+V^ 4* ' wl 4 !l 

t VJ 4i ^U; Ji -4^ ^ J,J ‘rrS 5 * r*/'‘S ''^''i \w'^ i 
J. jlj4 IjJ 1 S ■! v*-^'- ^ '^■ UJj 

, _. J, A t 

-J^JM jiSt lyijfi jli .j'yaij JW- j l>^' -4 if-MJ js^jl 1 

,uj> &i 4i 4=i2i ?Sib- j*i j^-'j *w? 44> au 1 

^ Ji J n , j'j-t ryi (4 0>>' ‘-r'-^ 1 ; >* r i, J' ! “ J 

,f.uj jjSL-i'Jj i^iwi J * 1 r- jj-4^ -4*^' 

V - 

j\^tj .#• J ji 4c *4di i T 2u-i it tfij 'H > 

.Jill -jlSS p[ p.-iM lW/ 44 JiUAJ Ji 4 i-* 


3 2 4 


M* *3!iSH* 1 11 wft *#? 


j*1 ^ '^tL jai" l £ l ^ : P* 

{141 ^ 2r7 T 



Chapter Six; Social Polities 


449 


364. Imam r Ali (a,5,}: "B y God, no communities differ |among 
them selves] after their Prophet except that their falsities 
overwhelm Lheir truths except what God wills," 

365. Imam e Ali (a.s.): "By God, 1 can see that these people will soon 
oyercome you because of their unity [even] on their wrong and 
your disunity in your right.”" 

366. Imam 'Ali (a,s,) - on warning people against disunity; “You 
should fear what calamities befell people before you on account 
of their evil deeds and detestable actions. Remember what has 
happened to them during good or bad circumstances and be 
cautious that you may become like them! 

After you have thought over both conditions of these 
people, attach yourself to everything with which their position 
became honorable and on account of which enemies remained 
away from than and through which safety spread over them. 
Attach yourself to that by which riches bowed before them and 
as a result of which they achieved distinction and honor. These 
things were all because of abstention from division, sticking to 
unity, calling each other to it and advising each other about it. 
Avoid everything which broke their backbone and weakened 
their power, such as malice in the heart, lull red in the chest, 
turning away (from each other's help) and withholding the 
hand from the assistance of one another! 

Think about the condition of people from among the 
believers who passed before you. How they were in trials and 
distress! Were they not the most over-burdened among all the 
people and in the most straitened circumstances in the whole 
world? The Pharaohs took them as slaves. They inflicted on 
them the worst punishments and bitter sufferings. They 
continuously remained in this state of ruinous disgrace and 
severe subjugation. They found no plan for escape and no way 
for protection from sufferings until God the Glorified noticed 
that they were enduring troubles in His love and bearing 
distresses oul of fear for Him, He saved them from the 
■distress of trials. He changed their disgrace into 


I rtf-Aimilr by al-Mufid, p, 215, h. 5 uiAmali hv ./-l Jsi, p LJ, h 13, Waq at S>fpn t p 
223 . 

2. Niikjiil-Rdhig&ri.h, Sermon 23 
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honor and fear into safety and they became ruling kings and 
conspicuous: leaders and God's favors over them reached that 
limit which their own wishes had not reached, 

Look how Lhey were when their groups were united, their 
views were unanimous, their hearts were upright and straight, 
lheir hands used lo help one another, their swords were intended 
for assisting one another, their eyes were sharp and their aims 
were the same. Did they not become masters of all corners at 
the earth and rulers over Lhe parts of the worlds? Thereafter, see 
what happened to them towards the end when division 
overtook them, unity became fractured and differences arose 
between their words and then hearts- I hey were divided into 
various groups and were scattered, lighting among each other 
and then, God look away from them the apparel o i His honor 
and deprived them of the affluence of Ills favors. Only their 
stories have remained among you for the guidance of those 
who may learn lesson from Lhem. 

You should take a lesson from the fate of the progeny of 
Ismahf the children of Ishaq and the children of Israel. How 
similar are their affairs and how akin are their examples. 
Ponder on their condition during the days of their division 
and disunity, when [.such tyrants as] Kesras and Caesar were 
their masters, They turned them out front the pastures of their 
lands, the rivers of Iraq and the fertility of the world towards 
thorny forests, the- passages of (hot) winds and hardships in 
livelihood, In this way they turned them into just herders of 
camels. Their houses were the worst in the world and ihcir 
places of slay were the most drought-stricken. There was not 
one voice towards which they could turn for protection, nor 
any shred of affecLion on w r hosc strength they could trust, 
i heir condition was full of distress. I heir hands were scattered. 
Their majority was divided. They were in great anguish and 
under layers of ignorance, i'hey buried their daughters alive, 
worshipped idols, disregarded kinship and practiced robbery, 

Now, look at the various favors of God upon them, when 
He sent forth for them a Prophet who made them to pledge 
ihcir obedience 10 Him and made them unite through His call, 
[kook] how God's bounty spread the wings of its favors over 
them and flowed for them streams of us blessing and the whole 
community became wrapped in blissful prosperity. Consequently 
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they were submerged under us bounty and enjoyed its Lushful 
Life. Their affairs became settled under the protection of a 
powerful ruler and the circumstance offered Lbem overpowering 
honor and all things became easy for them under the 
auspiciousness of a strong country. They became rulers of rhe 

world and kings in [various] parts of the earth. They became 
masters of those who were formerly their masters and began 
issuing commands over those who used to command them, 
fhey were so strong that neither Lheir spears needed testing nor 
did their weapons have any flaw. 

Indeed, you have diverted yourselves from the cope of 
obedience and broken the divine fortress of God that was put 
up for you [by resorting toj the laws of the age of ignorance. 
Certainly it is a great blessing of God Almighty that He has 
engendered among them unity 7 through the cord ol a flection 
under whose shade they walk and take shelter. I his is a blessing 
whose value no one realises because it is greater than any cost 
and mure majestic than any honor ." 1 


I . Nakj v(--Bdfdgb<jh. Sermon 192, Bihar al-Anwar, vol- K, p. <172., b- 17 
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Chapter Seven 
Judicial Policies 

7/1 

Electing the Beit for Judgment 

367. imam 'Ali (a.s.) - itl his instruction to Malik Ashtar: “ 3 hen 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent ol subjects in 
your sight, i.e., one who is not beleaguered by (camples) alrairs, 
who is not rendered dUempered by the litigants, who does not 
persist in error, who is not distressed by returning to the truth 
when he recognises it, whose soul does not descent] to any Kind 
o i greed, who is not satisfied with an inferior understanding 
(of a thing) short of the more thorough, one who hesitates 
most in (acting an the face of) obscurities, who adheres most to 
arguments, who is the least to become annoyed at tin: petition 
of the litigants, who is ihe most patient (in waiting) lor the 
facts to become clear and who i.s the firmest when the verdict 
has become manifest; a man who does not become conceited 
when praise ls lavished upon him and who ls not attracted by 
temptation. Bui. such (men) are tew," 1 

7/2 

Financial Support for the Judges 

368. Imam 'A IL (a.s.) - in his instruction to Malik Ash tar: li Ihen 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent oi subjects in 
your sight . . and grant generously to him that which will 
eliminate his wants and through which his need from men will 
decrease. 


t. Nftbj ftl-Ealdghab, Letters 5, Txfcaf f'./wA p 135. 

1. Nahj al-Rdfi&hah, Letter 53, Tahuj'ai^L'^L p L35 & I V,, Bihar atAnmu, vnl V\ p. 

6U5, h, 744. 
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7/3 

Occupational Security forjudges 

369. Imam ' A J i (a,s,) - in his instruct ton to MaJik Ashtar: “Then 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent 1 of subjects in 
your sight .... Bestow upon him that station near Lo you that 
none of your other favorites may aspire to, that by it he may he 
secure from harm by men of importance. Look into that (i.t,, 
the selection of judges) with thorough consideration, for tins 
religion was prisoner in the hands of the wicked who acted 
with it out of caprice and used it to seek (the pleasures of) the 
present world. :: 1 

|li is also narrated in the same letter in Tuba/ al-'Uquk] 
Check frequently his decisions and grant generously to him 
that which will eliminate bis wants and through which his need 
for men will decrease. Bestow upon him that station near to 
you to which none of your other favorites may aspire to, so 
that he remains safe from the harm of those around you. he 
respectful to him when you associate with him, favor him in 
sessions, agree to his judgment, implement his rulings, support 
him and choose his supporter? to be from among the 
furisprudenis and people of piety who would advise for the 
sake of God and His servants, He may discuss with them any 
doubtful question, refer to them what he is ignorant of and 
they can he witnesses on his setilenient of disputations among 
the people, God willing. 


7/4 

Emphasis on Good Manners of the Judicature 

37(1 Imam r Ali (a.jt.) - to Slmrayh: "Look mm the state of those 
delaying in discharging people's rightful due from among the 
rich and the needless, who put the Muslims' riches at the rulers’ 
disposal, So .take the Muslims’ rightful due from Lliem and sell 


! Nabj aEii isighnh r LeLie: ^. 
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the houses and lands, lor 1 heard ihe Messenger of Cod (s.a.w.) 
say; “The delaying of a rich Muslim ls [equal to] oppression to 
die Muslims; and those who do not own lands nor houses or 
wealth are not to be obliged ' 

Let it be known thaL no one will enjoin people lo 
rightfuloess except he who drives them away from falsehood. 
1‘rcat the Muslims equally by way of your facial expression, 
speaking and meeting so that those who are near you not to be 
tcmpted a 11 d entouraged by your mj us t ice (in thdr 1 avor) and 
your enemy shall noi lose in hope your justice. Return die oath 
to the claimant when evidence is presented (if evidence as 
presented by the accused then die claimant should lake oath), 
for this will remove ambiguity and maintain (sound) judgment. 

Let it be known ihat Muslims are iusL. They am bear 
testimony regarding each other except the one who has been 
whipped for a punishment and has not repented or is known 
for giving false witness or is suspected (concerning his faith), 
fake care not lc express suffering and pain in a judgment 
session, for God has decreed a reward lor :L and there is a good 
reward reserved for the one who judges rightfully. 

Let it be known ihat reconciliation among the Muslims is 
permissible, except that which prohibits something lawful or 
allows something prohibited; and give a respite Lo he who 
claims to have an absent witness. If lie presents them, his right 
will he restored and if not, he will be duly fudged. ] ake care not 
to carry out a verdict concerning retaliation {, fisds). Divine 
sanctions and the Muslims 3 rights without informing me about 
it - God willing - and do not sh for judgments except after you 
have had your meal.* 1 

371. al-Kafi - narrating from Ahmad ibn Abi Abdullah (in a 
disconnected 2 narration): “The Commander of the Faithful told 
Sburuyli: "Do not whisper to anyone in a judgment session and 
if you get_infuriated, stand up and do not make any judgment 
in anger." ^ 

i if} Krifi, viil. 7. p. All, h l, Tahdhrh iU-AbktZtn, vot 6, p, 125, h. 541., Man fd 
ynhi&Tdhn al-Faq/is, vol. >, p. is, ]l. 12hJ. 

?„ A b 4 thth which is cither directly or through riuermediarici attributed io the 
Prophet is.a.w.) or one of the Imams i.t-s. i. | Mu jam Alustafabal at-Rijil v>4 ah 
D'rtiiyn.' p iSS.f 

3 aiKdfK vol 7, p. -1L3, h. 5. Ma ft hi yaffdanihn tilPtiift'b, vol \ p. . l, h. 1133 
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372, f mam 'Ali (a-s.) - when he was informed that Shurayh was making 
judgments in his house: "O Shurayhl Sit in the mosque as people 
consider ir fairer (and closer iu justice) and certainly it is a disgrace 
tor a iudge to si i in, his house,”' 

373* Imam r Ali (a.s.) - from his letter Lo Rrfa'a, when he appointed him 
as Ins fudge in Ahwitz: '’Leave aside aspirations, oppose the desires 
and adorn knowledge with righteous manners. Forbearance is a good 
assistans for religion; had forbearance been {in the feature of) a man, 
iL would have been a righteous one. 

Beware uJ | expressing] boredom, lor it is [a sign] of fuhv and 
meanness! Do nor let the one who is noL your like attend your 
sessions end choose the men of courage. Judge by what is apparent 
(and evident} and leave the .secrets and the hidden matters to the 
Know r er [Cud]* Give up saying, '£ suppose!' or li seems Lo meJ' There 
is no room lor ambiguity in religion* Do not dispute with the 
fouls and the legal experts tfitqthi)] because the latter will deprive 
you of his blessings and the former will dishearten you by his evils 
Do not dispute with the People of the Bonk except in a manner thar 
is reeogn iz ed by '*h c Qur*an and ihe mnttn .Don o t arcuslurn yourself 
lo laughter, for it effaces your eminence and make your enemy 
brazen against you, lie ware of accepting gifts from the adversaries 
and be wary of the internal (secret} side of affairs! 

He who trusts m a foolish woman and consults wnh her and 
consents to her will shall regret. Beware of the tears of the faithful, 
lor the one who moves them to tear,? will be shattered; and those 
Tears will pul. out the seas ol fire of such persons Do not humiliate 
the adversaries and do not chide and repel one who Kts asked. Do 
nut associate with non jurist in judgment sessions and do not 
consult with them in your verdicts, for consultation :s done only in 
warfare and in urgent expediencies. Religion is not 2 matter of 
opinion; rather, it is a matter of following and obedience Do not 
waste the obligatory' practices while depending on supereroga-cones. 

Do good to him who has done rvtl to you; forgive him who lias 
done injustice to you; pray Jor one who Isas assisted you; give Km 
who has deprived you and be humble 10 him who has granted tc yog. 
be thankful (o (Tod for what He has granted to you and praise Him 
lor whal He tried you with, Knowledge consists of three things: the 
explicit verses (of ihe Qur'an), the established Sunruh (tradition} ind 
the moderate obligation and their criteria is what we command (ihey 
are measured hy our command and loyalty to us),"' 


3. D 11 '11 7 w fti-frlam, vol :,p. 53-1, li. mi, 
2. Dd'a’im (ti-fsl-am. yoI 2, p. 53a. h tS99, 
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374, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - to Rifa'a: “Do not make judgment when you 
are angry, nor when you arc drowsy. 13 

375. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - in his letter to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr: "If 
you fudge among people, you should be humble, treat them 
leniently, have a cheerful face before them and have equal looks 
at them so that the chief will not expecL your injustice in their 
favor and the weak will not despair of your justice for them.” - 

376. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “The One who practices justice should treat 
people equally in pointing and looking at them and in 
seating."" 1 

377, Imam 'Ali (a.s,): “It behooves a judge to avoid paying attention 
Lo only one of the litigants. He must share his glances at them 
equally and not to ieL one parry show injustice to the other. 33- 

37S. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.): “A man came to stay with the Commander 
of the Faithful [as a guest] for a few days and he brought up a 
lawsuit that be had not earlier informed him about. The 
Commander of the Faithful asked him if he were one of the 
litigants and he said that he was. lhen he said: “Keep away 
from us. Verily the Messenger oj Cod (s.a.w.) has prohibited 
that one litigant be a guest [to the judge] unless the other one 
also be with him,”' 

7/5 

Dismissing Judges who Violate the Rules of Judgment 

379, 'Await al-Lt ‘all: "The Commander oi the Faithful appointed 
Abu ai-Aswad ul-Du'h as a judge, then he dismissed him. Ik 
[AbQ al-As wad | asked him; “Why did you dismiss me, whereas I 
did not commit any crime not beL rayed 

'Ah (a.s.) replied: “I noticed that your voice was loudei than 
that of the litigant."* 


t. Da's'im al-hfairi, vol, a, p. :-o.' r h !909, DanturMd'dtim ni-Ili.htM, p 67 

2. TahqfaJ-'Urhiri, p. [77, Bihar iil-AnvMr, vol. 33, p. jSt, h, 731. 

3, ai-KafL vol 7, p. 4IJ, h 3, Takdhtb dt-Abkam, vol 6. p -2&, h. Sll, Mash at Raya, 

vul, 4, p, 73, 

■t Dsd )m sI-Iilatti. vol 2, p. 333, h, 1 . 

.S itl-Kttfi , voJ 7, p. 411, h. -i, Tuhdhfb rd-Ahhdm^ vol. 6, p 226, h. 344, is 
ytifrdiirahii ai-baqih, vob 1, p. 12, h. 32Ki- 
(i. 'Awali ill Li ,ih\ vol. 2, p. 34 j, h s. 
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Waiching over the Judgment of the Judges 

380. Imam r Ati (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar after 
mentioning to him how to select judges; ‘'Ihcn, investigate 
frequently his decisions.” 1 2 * 4 5 

381. [mam ‘Ah (a.s.j - to Shuravh; "Beware of carrying out a verdict 
concerning retaliation (qisdfi, divinely decreed penalties and the 
rights of Muslims without informing me about it - God 
willing T'"' 

382. Imam al-Sadiq (a,s.)i “When the Commander of the Faith 1 ui 
appointed Shurayh as a judge, he warned him not to carry out 
any verdict unless he informs him about it,” 

7/7 

Warning against Unjust and Reckless Judgments 

383. Imam ‘Ah (a s.): “The vilest act is the injustice of the judges/"' 

384. 3m,ii 3 i 'Ali U-s.): “He whose judgments are unjust, his power will 
vanish.” 

385. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “Among ah the people the most detested before 
God Almighty are two kinds of people; ... and the one who lias 


[ . Nab} al-Bitid&bah, Letter S3, Bihar ni-Anmdi , vol, 35, p- <M5. h. 744. 

2, Itihdbib nl-Ahkum . vol 6, p. 226, L 541, at K&ji vol. 7, p. 412, h i, Man tii 
yithdatdbli at i‘&qih } vol. 1, p. 3*. h. 3243. 

} ai-Kafi, vol. 7. p. 4U h 3, Tahdhib al-Ahktim* vo! fr, p. 2L7, b, 5 I". Da 'a 'im at hidm , 
vol 2, p 534, h. IB ( 3«- 

4. Gburar-al-Ijikam, h- 30ll T Vyiln ai-rjik&m ma at Mawd'i^ p. l l'J. h. 2o.M. 

5. Ghamral-Uiham, h. 79-13, 'Uyfsn at-JJikam ma ai-Msm-d'i& p. 454, h. 3161 
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selected the ignorant 10 live with, he is enshrouded by the 
darkness of sedition!!. 1 hose so-called humans have named him 
a scholar but he has not lived soundly even for a day. He wakes 
up early to collect the things the less of which is better (for 
him) than its abundance (worldly things) until when he has 
quenched his thirst from polluted water (wickedness) and 
acquired meaningless things in his mind He sits among the 
people as u judge responsible for solving whatever is confusing 
to the others and if he opposes a judge preceding hirn, he 
himself will not be secure from his verdict being invalidated by 
the one who is to come after him, as he did to the preceding 
ones.. If an ambiguous problem is presented before him. he 
prepares pleonastic arguments lor it of his own accord and 
passes judgment on then basis and considers it right. 

Thus, he is entangled in the confusion of doubts like the 
one in the spider’s web, not knowing whether he xvas right or 
wrong (in his endeavors), He docs not consider it .is knowledge 
what he does not himself accept and believes in no religion 
except what he lias come to believe himself !i he measures 
something with another, be wilt not disclaim his own view; 
and if lie is confused, he will conceal it lest they tell him he 
does not know, for he is well aware of his own ignorance. Thus, 
be ventures and makes judgments, He is the key to darkness, 
seeking doubts and wandering astray tit ignorance, 

lit: does not apologize for what he docs not know so as to 
remain safe, He does not strive to ascertain knowledge through 
which he would be able Lo make gains. He scatters the 
traditions as the wind scatters the dry leaves, 1 he (lost) 
heritages will weep because of him and blood will cry on his 
account (civil and penal laws of Islam will be corrupted by 
him), By his judgments, unlawful relations (with women) 
become lawful and lawful becomes unlawful. IJc is neither to 
he trusted in the verdicts he passes nor is competent in what is 
performed by him; for he [only] claims to have knowledge 
about rights.” 1 


1 &i-Kafh vol. I, p. S: = ., h, 6., al-Baldgkak, Sermon 1 7, al-Jrthtd, voi , p 111, 

.il-Ihujik voL up 621 * l.i 14.1. 









L. v 


468 


Imam All and Political Leadership 


8 jl 

^ ^J'i J J I dJJi jXi j'5 ’u'i i^ ij5Ul Jlyi .386 

'i ■-', „* - tr > 4jw 

, 't-JxjJL 1 ' ■CS_j ^4 o> 

T‘ L 4^r' 0^ jj ■.387 

* r' * 

■r^ 

s'djJj!jjdLLi j^LJl .'-^T ^vu 1 " f ^0^ -388 

-..^ jl ,_ r w jj-' V-d L . | ^ 4 ^--' j*jJ Jcis l ^f ^-' 1 "r^" ' ^ -n-^-'L L* . V‘1 J Li.' 

I_£i'jUi .(JAaj U^' 

■. / ^ I B 13 ^, 

j'l J, 'Jl* JJtfl J ' hi-^s-ii ^J ^ L* 

v j j L^^Jj ,j j sj ^ ew’j* ja .j^a J ^y -1 

.^rw-J^-Ji ,Jy fr'u£LtfJlji ^Jy j Si I ijL^j J'd 1 _? - 3 ^-' ^ ^ Jf t/*V^ 

_j 7 - j^ji jjluj iSj^' [ ■ > v' 1 ij *-* ua * 1 ^ 

ULu-l 'ij'i 'j'j l L'i j, ;jU j_?-^ L^yl lji 'ic*1j ‘■£4^ 

' ,1 ^Jdl ^'l "J'l -ai'l Lud Id-* L L Utf w 1 L*jl^ 


■ 3 C 3 4 V 2 L. W/'' 

70j- ' 6^ 1 0 3.- '.jtji'fijUfV 1 □ 1 ^ iZ T jLSjJ T 

22 3^ l£ j -Ll^i <1^ ^^ r,, ) f U-!l L(j J*jfi ^j 1 .rA^lj -,*W £’ wJ ‘ - 1 

.(. 215 ^ "‘ ^ ' -T. Ljp-i'. 1 ') jJ 11 +; 1 - -O'J; 1 — r “ J 


llftl .1 


1 1 9 rt-jd- ■ ifi 3 




Chapter Seven; Judicial Policies 


m 


7/8 

The Imam's Direct judgments 

386, 'A waif al-l. i 'frfI: £l Al i (a. 5 .) is reported to have been silting in the 
mosque of Ktifa to judge and there was a special platform for 
this purpose called the platform of judgment {dakkatti 3 ! 
qada)A 1 

38 7. hshad a! jjultib: l ‘Ii is re ported that when ‘All (a.s.) would come 
back from a battle, he would dedicate some time to educating 
people and judging between therm” 

388, Imam 'AM {a.*,) — from his sermon when he assembled the 
people and exhorted them to jihad and they remained itiUwi: 
"'What is the matter with you? Are you dumb?” 

A group of them replied; "O Commander of the Faithful: If 
you go forth we shall be with you.” 

Whereupon the Commander of the Faithful said: “What has 

happened lo you"" You may not be guided aright or shown Lhe 

right path! Should 1 in these circumstances go forth? In fact, at 

this; time one of the brave and the valorous among you whom J 

select should go oul, It does not behoove me to leave the army, 

the city, the public treasury, the land revenue and the 

dispensation of justice among Muslims and looking after the 

demands of the claimants; and then follow one contingent 

after the other moving here and there like a featherless arrow 

moving in the quiver, I am the axis of the mill. It rotates 

around me while 1 remain in my portion. As soon as I leave it 

the center of its rotation would be disturbed and its lower 

stone would also be disturbed,. By God, this is j very bad 

a a 

opinion, 


1 . AwcUi nl Li d:)\ vol 2, p j+4, h. s. 

1 hshadai-Quixb, p, 2 lb. ‘Uddaf td-Da'f, p. tot, Bshdr nl-Anwdr, vu|, jQ3, p. lo, h.7G, 

I, Nahj aJ-Baldghab, Sermon uy 
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Consistency in Judgment Procedures 
Settlement ol Judges* Difference 

3SMr Imam r A[i (a.sj - in his instructions to Malik aUAshtar: "...Then,, 
pu should do your best to select judges irum amongst rbc best atiout 
the traditions and the most knowledgeable reporters I'hey should 
noi disagree nor dispute regarding the verdict ul Gcd and the 
traditions of 11 is messenger (s.a.w.). Disagreements regarding ihe 
verdict results in the waste of justice, inadvertence in the religion and 
cause ol divergence. God has shown what to do and what ro offer; 
and ordered to refer what they arc ignorant ol to those with wno'm 
God has entrusted the knowledge ot His Book and authorized them 
the issuing of rulings." 

"Divergence of judges arises when tyranny Controls them and each 
depends cm bis own opinion without referring to those whose 
leadership is obligated by God. Neither the religion nor ns followers 
will be righteous Lhrough such behaviors. Judges should issue 
verdicts according to whaL they know from the Prophet/s traditions 
and practices. If it is impossible for them to judge in a case, they 
should refer to its rightful people. If a qualified person is not 
available, they should discuss Lite ease with the Muslim jurisprudents, 
[’hey should nor leave this to others . J 

"Two judges of the Muslim community should never issue 
differem rulings regarding one Case without referring it to the Leader. 
Hence, the header will judge ill thaL matter according ro his 
knowledge that he received from God. Ihe two judges then should 
agree on the Leader’s ruling whether it corresponds or differs from 
iheir opinions. You should have a piercing eye in this matter 
because this religion has formerly been .a prisoner in '.he hands ol 
vicious people when action was taken, according to passion anti 
worldly wealth was sought." 

"Write letters to the fudges of your regions ordering them to raise 
before you any question of judgment about which they dispute. You 
should see into these lulnigs, authorize any ruling that you tin.d 
consistent with God’s Book, the Prophet's traditions and your leader’s 
instruction, and order the fudges to follow. Regarding matters that you 
arc in doubt you should gather rhe jurisprudents you and discuss the 
matter with them Authorize what Muslim scholars unanimously agree 
upon in your presence, Ivach matter abouL which the subjects 
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dispute should he relec red tU the Leader and he should seek Goc, s 
aid and do his best t -0 enforce the law and force the subjects to 
follow his commancimeriL 1 here is no strength save :n Cud. 

39 (L Imam r AM (a,s,) - Criticizing the scholars' differences in divine 
ruling; “When a problem Is put before anyone of them he passes 
judgment on it from his imagination. When exactly the same 
problem is placed bet ore another! of them be passes an opposite 
verdict. 1 hen these judges go Lo the leader who had appointed 
them an J he confirms ail the verdicts, although their God is One. 
their Prophet is tine, and their hook (the Q_ur an) ss one. 

“Is it God who ordered them to differ and they obeyed Him ? 
Or He prohibited them from 11 but Lhey disobeyed Him? Or (is it 
that) God sicnL an incomplete Faith and sought^ their help to 
complete it? Of they were His partners in the affairs, thus Lhey 
have the right to say and lie has to agree^ Or is it that God the 
Glorified sent a perfect faith but the Prophet fell short oJ 
conveying u and handing it over (to the people^ 1 he fact is that 
God the Glorified says: "Wt ha? a- not am it let! anything from the 
Book..!" * 1 and in it Lhcre is an explanation for everything, and He 
the almighty, says that one part of the Quran verities another 
part and that there is no divergence in M, as He says: Had it been 
from £stiwiEOitfij Other ihcttt God, they "b'OtfiA han't! sti'ety Joann:/ nttuti 
diicrspancy in ith' 1 Indeed the outward fmamfcsl) aspect of the 
Qur'an is wonderful and its inward (uonmanifes!) aspect is deep 
{in meiningh Its wonders will never disappear. Us marvels will 
never pass away and darkness cannot be cleared except through 
IX f A 


7/10 

Execution ol Legal Punishment on Neat of Kin and 

Strangers 

3-9E Imam r AIi (a.s,) - in his sermon: "The most impoitant 
responsibility of a ruler towards fits .subjects is to make certain that 
they performed these religious duties and what God has imposed on 
them. Certainly, it is upon us to command you with what Cod has 


I Tlihat t\i 'Lhjui p i it) 1 Hi bar til-sin war, vol. n, p ;U, h. L 

i Qur'an, fc.3*. 
y Qurhiru +:S2. 

4. rtahj al-Raldghaf Sermon 13, aijhtijdj. vol. l.p. bW, h. \n, Btftw ahAnwar, vol. 2 , 
p, 2R4, h. L 
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commanded you (to dej and prohibit you from what God has 
prohibited you from [doing]. It is also upon us to carry out 
G od T s commands on both the people who are near and those 
who arc far [in kinship] and not to heed, that on whom justice 
is being ad m inis tercel . 111 

392, Imam al-Baqir: "The Commander of the Faithful ordered 
Q^iibar to whip a man as legal penalty. He gave the mail the 
due lashes plus three more so 'Alt (a.s.J retaliated him with 
three lashes in return,”" 

393, Imam al-Sadiq (ft*.); "The Commander of the Faithful said to 
'Umar ibn al-Khattab, There are three things that if you take 
heed of and art accordingly, you will be free from needing 
other things and if you abandon them, other things will be of 
no benefit to you,’” 

"TJmar asked: "What are these three, O Abu al-Hasan!' 

"The Imam said: “hrecuung legal penalty on the near and 
the far [of kin|; administering, justice on the- basis ol rise Book 
of God in both [states of| anger and satis! at Lion; and equitable 
distribution among the black and the white.^ ^ 

'Umar said: “By my life, you said it tersely and eloquently. JJ 

See: Tht Hu cyclopedia of Amu a!-Mu 'ntinrn, Vol. VII, Section 
Vlh Chapter l ; our (Najashq Tariq ibn 'Abdulhhy 

7/11 

Submission to Judgment 

394, a!-K#irtil f at-Tdnkh — narrated by ad-SWbit ‘“AH (a.s.) found 
hb shield with a Christian and he (a.s,) took him to Shurayh 
[the judge], sat beside him and said: "This is my shield/ 

“The Christian said: This js my own shield and the 
Commander ol the Faithful is not a bai! 

"Shurayh asked ‘Ah (a.s.): “Do you have any proot?* 

'Aii {a,s.j laughingly said: “No,” 

“The Christian took the shield, walked a few steps away and 
then returned and said: “I bear witness that tlie.se are the 


L ui G7j4w/, vol. p. MH h Bihar nh hr&ar, veil 77. p 254, n IV 

2. utKqft, vol 7, ji ?Cill, Ei I, Tahtlhfh al-Ahkant, Vol, 10, p. T?K r h I OSS, IM'a cm? a i 

Islam, vol. 1, p, -w.*, h. i:^? _ 

\ TabMr ulAhhtm. vol. 6, j>. 227. h. S4T, Tiinkk rf-Ya'q*»h vol 2, p. " , os 1 Maru^ih 

'AH tbn Abi Titiib, vo\ >, p. 147 
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Prophetic judgments. The Commander of the Faithful brought me tu 
his judge ami lie judged against him.' 1 

Then the Christian converted to Islam and ad nutted thai 'Ah 
{a.s,} had unknowingly dropped the shield on his way to S'iJTsn, 'AJi 
(a.s.) was pleased that he embraced Islam, and granted him the shield 
and a horse as welt, The Christian took parr in the battle against the 
Khawarij with him." 1 

395* al-Gbarat - narrated by Sha'hi": '“All (a.s.) found his shield with a 
Christian. He took him to Sburayh and made a complaint against 
him. When Shurayh noticed him, lie headed lor another direction 
'Ali (a.:.,) sard: ''Sidy where you arc! 1 ' lie went to him, sat beside him 
anti said- ''This is my shield anti I have not so.l-d it nor given jr 

H 

away. 

Shu ray b told the Christian: “Whit docs the Commander of the 
faithful say?" 

The Chris Li an sam: litis ls mv shield and m my view the 
Commander of the Faithful is not a IhrA 

Sbutrayh turned towards All (a.s.j and asked: ''Do you nave jnv 
evidence?” fie said that be did not. 

So Shurayh passed the verdict in favor of the Christian. Then he 
happily set out to go, but he returned and said. “Let tl be known, I 
bear witness that this is l he type cl] Prophets 1 judgments. The 
Commander ol the Faithful brought me to his own judge and lie 
passed a verdict against him] I bear witness that there is no god but 
Allah who is One and without partners, I also bear witness that 
Muhmmad [s.a.w.j is His servant and His Messenger. I swear by Cod, 
O Commander of the Faithful that this shield is yours! It dropped 
oil from your tawny camel while you were on your way to Siffin 
along with your troops." 

The Commander of the faithful said: "How that you have 
embraced Islam, keep the shield lor yourself and he (a.s.j mounted 
him on a horse [grant it to him]/ 1 

396. R&bV al-Abrar. "A man raised a compLiim. with 'Umar against. ‘Alt 
(a.s.) who was sitting down. 'Umar looked aL 'Ali (a.s.) and said: "G 
Abu al-Hasun Get up and s J next to your plain Tiff! 'Ali (a.s.) stood 
up and sat next to his plaintiff and they both began to debate, Then 
the man lek and All fa..$.| returned to his place/' 

'Umar found hurt troubled m his face, and asked him: ll O Abu ,i.f 
Hasan! Why do l see 1 you disturbed? Arc you upset about what 
happened ?" 


I. tfl-KamilJi al-lurikh, vol, 2^ p J&wafiir tit-Miiitflib, v«i. a, p. 127. 

fii-Ghdrai, vo | j, p. [14, Bihar <zl-Aiw&4r, vol JO J, p. im h. 4. ai-Riday# iw .*/- 
yl!hay< 1 , vol H, p. ■! 
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He said: "Yes. ,? 

"Umar asked: “Why?" 

c Ali(a.s.) replied: “You called me by my knny$ (nickname) in 
the presence of the plain tiff. Why did you not say: "O 'Ah? Get 
up and sir next to your plaimifT?” 

'Umar held 'All’s (a.s.) head in his hands] and kissed 
between his eyes and then he said: “May my father be sacrificed 
for you! Through you God has guided us and by you He 
brought ns forth from darkness into light” 

7/12 

The Status of the Interests of the Islamic State in the Issuing 

of Verdicts 

397. al-Ghtirat - narrating from Shurayh, Ali (a.s.) sent an older to 
me: "fudge as you have judged before until the affairs of the 
people are settled," 

39S. Shdrh Nakj al-BaU&hah - explaining 'All's (a.s.j statement: “If 
my steps stand firm on these slippery places, I would alter 
several things”: Without doubL., in certain legal ordinances and 
events he moved in a direction which contradicted the 
companions {suMhah) declarations such as amputation of the 
thiefs tips of fingers [rather than the whole hand], sale ol 
mothers of one's children (slave-maid), etc.; what prevented 
him from reforming the previous ordinances was his 
involvement in the battles against the rebels and the Kharijn.es, 
to which he referred as mad&hid (turbulences or slippery places) 
and in which he wished bis steps would stand firm. Therefore, 
he ordered his judges: “ld judge as you have judged before so 
L h at people remain uni Led.' 1 Here the word "halin' suggests that 
be allowed them to follow the previous procedures in judgment 
so long as the people’s integration is maintained, and [it is 
evident] that the clauses after "hafla f are in contrast to the main 
clauses (this means that when there is no fear of division, do 
nor follow the previous procedures any more).”'' 


I Rabr'al-Afc* r, vo!. 3, p S9S, P- 9a. h 99, Shark Nahjai-Balagkah, vul 

17, p. as: 

2. atGbHrai, vol, I, p. 123 

3. Sbarh Nq hj a f-Balagbahi voJ. 19, p. i b l. 
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Chapter Eight 

Security Policies 


S/1 

Importance of Security 

3*W, Imam 'Ali (aas.): “The worst p.f countries is a country that has 
neither security nor prosperity* 

4(H). [main ( A!i (a.s.J: "G Cod! You know whal we did was neither lg 
seek power nor to acquire anything from the vanities oi the 
world, Rather we wanted to restore the signs ol Your religion 
and to bring prosperity into Your cities so that the oppressed 
among Your worshippers might be safe and Your forsaken 
commands might be established.”* 

401, [mam r Ali (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtir: “By the 
will of Cod, the soldiers are the fortresses of the people, iiie 
adornment oi the rulers, the honor of religion, the routes ol 
security and the people’s affair will not be firm except through 
them. Never reject a peace treaty to which your enemy cads you 
to and which is accepted by God, feu in peace there is cue- for 
your soldiers, relaxation from your worries and security lor 
your land 

402, Imam 'Ali (a.*.): ’The fact is that people have no choice but to 
have a ruler, good or h.id, in whose rule the iaithful persons 
perform (good) acts, while the unfaithful enjoy (worldly) 
benefits until God would therein bring all to end. Fhrough 
the ruler, public assets arc collected, the enemy ls fought, 

], Gk/trdrai-HiitfM, h. 5684, Vyttit ailiikam wa al-Mawa :z, p h ”v-. 

2. Nahjai-Batdgkah, Sejmon rt-E, Tmlkkira ji-Khawdf. p 120. 

3, Na hj al-Baldghah , L c 11 e r i 7 nhaj V-' p L31, Thid, js Also sec: Daam 

ai-Ill&ffli v n ]. 1, p. ,:S7. 
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roads Are protected and rhc right ol the weak is taken from r hc strong 
until the virtuous enjoys peace and protection from {ihe oppression 
ol) the wicked." 

8/2 

Collecting Information 

403. Imam 'All (a.s.) - in has letter to hts administrators: "In (ha Name of 
God, the AU-Bmcftccnt, the AIl-Mr.n'tful From the servant oi God, Alt 
die Commander of the Faithful to whomever ol the administrators 
th at reads my letter: Now, seme men who have sworn nllegumes to u\ 
have now escaped. We suspect that they have moved LOwards the 
cities ol" the Basra region. Ask about them from your towASpeoph 
and assign secret agents Throughout your land over them. Then vvrite 
to me whatever you find about them. Wassalam! 

4114. Wftq'eU Siffrn: '“AIL (a.s.) mentioned that the next morning he would 
be Setting our to. tight against Mu'awiya, fhe news reached Mu'awiya 
lljj d the people of Sham fell imo a panu and were shattered by tins 
[rumor] Mu'iiwiya ibn a I Dahbak ibn iufyan - the standard bearer 
of the Bum Salim tribe— was with Mu'awiya while antagonizing him 
and the people of Sham and favoring the people ol Iraq and 'All ibn 
Abu Talib (a.s.j, He used to write the news to 'Abdullah ibn I utayl 
at-'Amirl and he would then send them to 'Ah (a.s.J.'’ 

405. iJ Va.fal Sijjhr. “ c AiL {n.s.; sent a group to obstruct the source ol the 
water to Mibawiya who then dispatched al-Dahhak ibn Qsys a I Fshrfi 
along with a group of soldiers towards them and dispersed the group 
sent by * Ah (a.s.j. 

'AJl s (a.S'j) secret agents came back and reported what had 
happened to him (a,s.), so 'Ah (a-.s.) asked his Companions: “what 
shall we do?” 

A group said, do rhis and the other Said do that; when he noticed 
their discrepancy, he ordered them |eg be prepared| to launch an 
assault on Mu'awiya. Me led them lo the battle (of Siffrn} and the 
people of Sham were defeated. 


L, N&hj nl-BiilaghAb Sermon 4*0 

2. ui Gktifrii, vliJ. I, fj. ^.S7, Bifidt nl-Anwar, voL 13, p. -Hj, li. 

3 . Wafat SiJJin, p. 

4. WtOf'.i- Siffiu. p y h n, uMn-n-ar, voi. 31. p ?i:o, h 43<J, Shark Nttbf.pf-Bfilfigfrxk, 

veil. S P p- 15. 
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Chapter Eight Security Policies 

406. Ansdb al-Ashmf: “ L Ali's (a.sj secreL agent in Sham came lo him 
and handed him a report on Busr, I his secret agent is said to 
have been Qays ibn Ztirara ibn Amr ibn Hityan abliamadam 
who used to report e j 11 news from Sham to turn/ 

407. Imam 'Ali fa.s.) - from his letter to 'Abdullah ibn badlh 
“Beware of encountering the enemy’s troops until I come to 
you! Send the secret agents toward them and make sure they 
carry arms with them to tight with. The .secret agents should be 
from among the brave troops; for the coward would not bring 
you correct reports. You and whoever is with you should abide 
by my commands, by the will of Cod Wassalam. 

408. Imam VUi (a.*.) - in his report on the battle of Siffin; “A man 
from the Himyar tribe by the name of Hasin ibn Malik was 
with Mu'awiya and used to have correspondence with Ah ibn 
Abi Tiilib (a.i.)j informing him about the weaknesses of 

M U - ■ 

u awiya. 


S/3 

Reforming the Enemies 

409. Imam r Ali (a.s.): "I Ic who reforms hss enemy has [indeed | added 
to the number ot his company.” 

410. Imam T Ali (a.s.): “lie who reforms the opponents will achieve 
his goat.”' 


1 AtrmbAI/libwf, vo! .3, p,3 T2 

2. til-A1; j ',?y ira a l-M.tm-azin , p. 1 1 2 * * 5 1. 

.1, vol 3, 13. "?n. 

-1 Gkiimr al-H'skam , b. b23D, Vwn a'-Htkam wa at Mawii A, p. -is, h '.'SSjB 

5. Ibid, k *043- 
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411. Imam r Ali (a.s.): 'The most complete of prudence is reforming 
the opponents and acting moderately with the enemies. 

412. Imam 'All fa.s.): "Reforming the enemies with nice words and 
decent behavior is more convenient than confronting them and 
fighting against them with pain and suffering. 5 '" 

413. Imam T Ali (a.s.): “Doing good to him who wrongs us reforms 
him.™ 3 

414. Imam ‘ Ali {a.s.}: “In the past the wise used to say: l 'It es befitting 
to frequent houses of others for ten purposes: 

FirsL, to the House or God Almighty for performing the rituals 
[of Hajj|> discharging God’s right and fulfilling His obligatory 
commands; 

... atid nine to the houses of Lhe enemies those who by 
tolerance their turbulence would calm down and by leniency 
and visitation, their hostility would be repelled.” 1 

415. Imam 'Ali U.s.f “Refraining from annoying [others] would 
reform the hearts of the enemies.” 

4K,. Imam "All (a.s,): “Shake hands with your enemy, even though he 
dislikes it T for it is one of lhe things to which God has enjoined 
his servants, |where] Ik says: "Repel [will with what is bits l [Ij 
ytr> i do sej behold, he between 'whom find you was enmity* will hi- -as 
though he were a sympathetic jriend. But won? h granted il except 
those who are patient and nowt is granted it except the greatly 
endowed . nl: ' 1 


i Ibid, h 72 . 12 . 

2. Ibid, h im 

3. Ibid h. LJ17. 

4. a/■ Khun i r , p *26, h, \ Bihar alAftwd r„ voJ. ~b, p. 61 ti I. 

5. ChnT(ir al-IEikiJM h 97&4, 

6. Q.Lifln, 4U34 - 15, aIKhis&l p. (03, h. LO, Bihar aMn^di, vo:. ■'I p 4?L, h. SH. 
1 . a! KknJi, p.63i, h. 10: Rihar iii Awwar, voL f\ > p 42 L, h 
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417. Imam 'Ah <a_s,) — from an aphorism attributed to him: "If your 
enemy pretended friendship and honesty to you, accept it with 
warm friendship, for it he goes on ^vith this [attitude] anti geis 
accustomed to it, his friendship will become sincere.” 1 

8/4 

Compromise along; with Sagacity 

41 Sh Imam 'Ah (a.s.jh “l found compromising more beneficial than 
combating, so Jong as Lt does not weaken Islam 

419. Imam f Ali "The best of advice ls guiding to reconciliation 

420. [mam 'Ah (a,s.) - in bis instructions to .Vliilik aPAshtar: “Never 
reject a peace to which your enemy calls you and m which is 
God's pleasure, for in peace there is case for your soldiers, 
relaxation from your worries and security for yovu land. But be 
cautious, very cautious, with your enemy after [having made) 
peace with him, for the enemy may have drawn near m order Lo 
rake advantage of (your) negligence 1 hereto re he prudent and 
have doubts about trusting your enemy in this (matter),” 

8/5 

Extreme Warning against the Enemy 

421. Imam Ah (a.s.): “One who is asleep (negligent), |others] are not 
asleep (negligent) about him.” 

422. Imam ( Ali (a,s.): ll Re extremely vigilant against your enemy.*'* 


L. Shark Ntibj al~Bah^huh, voJ. JO, p, 321, L. f'KO. 

2. (jhifrur a!-Hika m. 10133, Vyun al-b}ik&m ww p Sl>6. b 

3 Gbitrar at-Nthim, h. itt.y. 'Uyun ai-Hikum tw al-AUwu 'i& P- -TO, h 337a 

4. Nuhj til-BaiaghitK Lenei 5/, KhaitV^ p. 13% Dx'ti'iM athiiim, Vot I, f- 

267 . 

3. i\'#bj a\-Bat rti; hah , Letter 62. al-Ghtfmtt vol. L n 321 
t>. Gnu. r-j] r U }-}i <kn W, Jl, 10301, 
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423. Imam 'AJi (a s,): “Do not feet safe from any enemy, even if he 
expresses appreciation.”' 

424. bam 'All (a.s.); ‘The worn of enemies is he who n more 
insightful and more covert in conspiracies.”" 

425. |mi)m 4 Ali (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “Be¬ 
rn ore wary of a secretive enemy than the enemy who openly 
fights against you.”' 1 

42<>. Imam 'Ali (a.s.}: ''The weakest enemy In deception is he who 
manifests his enmity,” 4 

427. I mil m "AH faA.)j “He who manifests his hostility' is less 
deceitful,"" 

428. imam 'Ali (a.s.): “Do not he deceived by the enemy’s flattery, 
for the enemy is like water which, although taking long to boil 

1 j fr 

with fire, it does not fail lo put a out.” ' 


1, Ibid, lfl197. 

2. Ibid, 57M. 

.!. Sbath Nitty n!-Bdhlgh<\h, vy| 70, p. a L h 576 

.1 Gkituir alllihtUH, 1,1 r*sn, Sharp tNubj tit-Baln&hah, vo> 2u. p 'Ji,h 4-17 
7 Gharri t fillithtim. ii 7956. 

G. I j'bfirar ftl-flikiiM, h KJ29S, 

lm iiEri al-Eaqir (a 5 .) says "When the Commander of the faithful (a.sj tame down 
I : ;i the region of Nabrawan, lie asked about hi mil ibn Eashlrl, AnushLr*an , s 
.jfnb.c They said lie w;lv still alive and having daily susrenamee. lie ordered 
him to be summoned. When h'e arrived, : Ml found him sound m his 
senses (ea^-eps tor his sight), Hear minded and highly talented. He asked him: 
"O Ta ijll l! How should a person be J '" 

TEc said "tic should have few friend* and many enemies! 

The ljiilm said: "You uttered a strange thing, O Jamd, us people are 
unanimous that it is better id have many friends " 
lie .sjnd: "h l s not ;n they suppose, for when something is imposed on frirmk 
they do not del as they should, there js also j proverb in this regard which says 
,: 1 lit ship sank because h had top many sailors " 

The Commaudei of the hdthful said: "i have tried ibis and it ;s true, but whal 
benefit is there in having many enemies?’' 

He said: “When there are too many enemies, man is always cautious ,i:id ■.ajet-jl 
not to unto a word by which to get stuck fin trouble |, or make a blunder to he 
rep] i minded for Therefore, he is Tiways protected from erring." The 
Commander oi the faithful approved this. {al-DTwa.i, p. 297, h. 65. Bihar al- 
Aflii Jttir, vol b, p, 145) 
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Warning against Underestimating the Enemy 

429. Imam All (a.s,): “Do not underestimate any of the enemies, 
even if they are weak." 

430. Imam r Ali (a,s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him; '"Beware 
of underestimating the enemy, for it bars you from vigilance. 
Many a small group has defeated a greaL ^roup!”" 

431. Imam 'All (a.s.) from an aphorism attributed to him; “Do not 
underestimate the power of your enemy when you are fighting 
with him, tor if you win [the battle], you will not be praised 
and if he defeats you, you are not excused. The m’ttk ibat keeps 
a watchful eye on the powerful enemy is closer to safety than 
the powerful who is conceited of his own power oyer the 
weak,”' 

8/7 

Warning against Consultation with the Enemy 

432. Imam 'Ali (a.s.); “He who seeks consultation with his enemy is 

jj4 

ignorant. 

433. Imam 'A!i (a.s,); "Do not consult your enemy, and conceal your 
news from him,” 5 

434. Imam Ali (a.s,): C onsult your enemies only in order to find 
out the extern of their enmity and their goals. 1 * 3 * 5 ’ 0 


I. (Jhwrar al-tlikunt, b, mil6. 

S/tjj r/j Ntfbj a! Baltighfth , vol. 2(1, p. 2%2, l.i 43] 

3. Shari i Nabj al Jiaidghah, voi. 2U, p. 30Q-, k 543. 

4 Churn riii-llikam. h (VOtiJ. 

5, Ibid, h. IOIM. 

t-, Ibid, k 2463 
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435, Imam 'A3i (a.s.) - from h n aphorism attributed to him: "As a 
rest and trial, consult your enemy in order to realize the extent 
of hi s enmity.” 1 

436, Imam 'Ah (a.s,); “He who seeks help from his enemy for his 
need, will move farther away from it."“ 

8/8 

Knowing the Right Time [seizing the opportunity] in 
Encountering the Enemies 

437, Imam 'Ah (a.s«); "Employ [the strategy of] waning for 
possibilities and seizing the opportunity in order to gain 
victory, 10 

438, Imam ‘Alt (a.s.)t “Do not assault the enemy before you are 
powerful |enough].” 1 

439 , Imam 'Ali (a.*.}: "Do not disclose your enmity to those ovei 
whom you have no power.” 5 

4411. Imam f A!i (a.s.): "Do not confront your enemy when he as 
advancing, ns this will help him over you; nor confront him 
when he is retreating, as his withdrawal will be sufficient tor 
you regarding his aifair.” 0 

441. Imam T Ali (a.s.)i "It is most destructive to your enemy that you 
do not inform him Lhal you have taken him as an enemy."' 

442, Imam r Ah (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: 'll is 
most fatal to your enemy that you do not lei him know that 
you have taken him as an enemy, 


1 Skarb Nubj fi!'Riiid r vha /?, vol. Ill, p, j I h J- 
2. ( thurar atl-bhh iVwr. h. y ( JS4- 
4, Ghunir al-Hikam, h. 2347. 

4 , Ibid, h, LCV 25 ? 

:i. Ktwz xl-FawH'id^ vu] 2, p isy Rthjrai-Jht w&t. vol. 7 a, p. yj, h kr 

6. GhffTSf al-IJrkatx, K MBttt 

7. Nat&r af-D#mr t vol. I, p. 293, 

X. Sbarb Ntfhj ctl-Riib r it ha.b , Vol. 20, p. 2&3, Jy 244. 
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Refraining from Punishment on the Basis ot Conjecture 

443 , dl-]amah “Ibn Abbas visited the Commander of the Faithiul 
(j.s.) and lie first started lq speak and said: tl Q Ibn Abbas! Do 
you have any news?” 

He said: "1 sawTalba and Zubair," 

He told him: “The rwo asked my permission tor ' Urnra 
(pilgrimage) and I granted them permission after I had them 
pledge not to deceive* commit betrayal or get involved m 
corruption, O Ibn 'Abbas! By Cod, they have no intention 
other than treason, 1 know that they have gone to Mecca to seek 
assistance against me; for the treacherous wicked Y.j'la ibn 
Munyah has taken the wealth of Iraq and Persia to spend ir all, 
The two men will soon ruin my affair and shed the blood ot 
my followers and companions.” 

'Abdullah ibn "Abbas said: "If you think so* why did you 
give them permission and why did you not put them in jail and 
shackle them so that you would save Muslims from their 
harm?” 

The Imam (a,&.) said: "G Ibn 'Abbas! Are you asking me to 
hasten to tyrannize and practice evil instead of doing good and 
punish on the basis of conjecture and accusation? Far lie it! By 
God, l will not withdraw from the pledge I made to God as to 
fudge on the basis of justice and speaking the truth, 

O Ibn 'Abbas! I gave them permission and J know what they 
will commit; however, 1 asked God feu help against L.iem and 1 
swear by Cod that 1 will kill them and make them hopeless and 
they will not fulfill their wish, for God will punish them tor 
their injustice and transgression towards me and their violation 
of my allegiance and persecuting me . 11 


L, fll-jAmul, p. 









Imam Aii and Political Leadership 


49S 


; J- is ^ L^ f^£ J “Sri - u ljA ^ fljj \j> ■ w Ju>- yt y yjaJ I j L . 44 4 

J :d, j'JL* 5 y U.U- jU ! 4^3 *!>l; i-^li* yzjd olf U !^'i 

^ - y -j—- jt 4 jjy _;■ <Jj 4 ^ -LS 1 !■ 1=- j tlL 1 

1 Ji \ u LS 1 V j 4 yiaJ I iw-J L>'i % J i ' ij^ 1 ^ y J 1 4- x^-Ll? 

jls uJl j,U'j *ytol y.- i^-Jj iij 1 j3jI a 

y_/- L pi js*Y- 4l 4|j -.tij+\ y±j iO LxLJ LJJ j3 y'd 

J. r ., £■ > -' j ^. / __ 

, *jjl Vui 'u 4_£xi vs'J ^Uj i^' 4 ^Lf 
V tji\ CiJLf JUwfc j'l -L5 -LJ L>_^ C J^ (J"'- 3 " r 

jl y t-iyy uLL l i_^Ju i_j[_ Lij^a^ y Ajj 

■ ! y' *iL-£- j-* UV ^ 7 ^ d^y j- U ^ 3 

^ r ^ dy'd 4 Wy 4l3y^™a jl: -j^La 

4 . ji'-xt ’"ij ^j.j V nil 4 Lij ■ (~id ! 1 ^., .AJ tji .d ^1 ,jjj -i.,iJ 

*^ 3 ! j y 4 d LyvA w'15 y 1 j tLyu ^ j x4ibi 1 ^ ■ui'j- 

Ij ^iJ.jjy'iy ^ ()-j ^ jL* y-y^- 1 '^1 t^i'l yi u> ^4^ 

■'1 ?JjLxi-Lk, v'iyr ^4 

j_y; U> ^i i',y^ wJup ^i ,y jy jyji' V' ^vjjUaH ^445 
-L_d" ■ ' lij y^' 1 ^ ' L ^-^' 1 ' J^' ^ 

,.YxS^yx-j 1 j 1 


371 


H? " y i hJ-'iJ »J-|J ** 


^ H a ^ j £ ic-.i-i' Lt h .y v ^ xJt *t- : -_y ^ _ 11 ^ 5 ^ ^vA'/y..^". '■ 

|| y L/ Vi j '-■^y y 1 J 4-1 • y y '«4c= J 
,18^1 1 0,^ 4 ■ ^ \j.iy ^ ■nj^2 U 7^ ^''j'^ ^1 .t 



499 


Chapter Eight: Security Policies 

444 . Tarikb al-Tabari - narrated from Jundab; "'When 'Ah (a.s.) was 
informed about the afflictions and tragedies inflicted upon of 
Bam Najiya and the murder of their chief, he said: ,f May his 
mother fall [die]! How feeble-minded he was and how daring he 
was towards God- Once somebody came to me and said, 'There 
are men among your companions who. i fear, may separate 
from you, What do you think of them?” 

I told him: :, 1 do not administer punishment on the basis of 
accusation, nor do 1 chastise on the basis of assumption* I do 
not fight against anyone but the one who has antagonized me 
and manifested his enmity towards me and that I will not s-tari 
lg fight him [but] after 1 have invited him and presented my 
proof's to him. Then, if he repents and returns to us, J will 
accept him as one of out brothers- but if he refused and wished 
for nothing but battle against us, we will ask God to help us 
against him and will fight him, May God keep away from me 
what ) k wishes!” 

Once again he came to me and said: “1 fear that Abdullah 
jbn Wahab al-RasbT and Zj.id ibn IJu.sayn would ruin your 
affair. I heard them say things about you that if you hear, you 
w r ill not let them go unless you kill or chastise them. So never 
release them from the prison,” 

j said; "I will eon sub with you about them, so what do you 
suggest ? 11 He said; *1 suggest you send for them and kid them,” 
Then I found out that he was neither pious nor wise, so L 
said: “By God, 1 do not suppose yon are pious, nor helpful or 
wise. By God, even il I ever wanted io kill them, lL would be 
more fitting for you to say to me: “Be wary of Cod' Why do 
you consider their blood as lawful since they have neither 
killed anyone, nor have they risen up in war again si you, or 
given up obeying you '” 1 2 

445, Imam al-Satlitp " 1 he Commander ot the faithful All ibn Abl 
Talib fa.s.) used to say to the people in Kufa: “O people of 
Rufat You suppose that I do not know what sets you aright? 
Yes, 1 do. Bui 1 do not like to do so by ruining myself |using 
unlawful means].” 


1. Ttitikh fii f'iilMri, vs j 1. p. IJL, -S/m™ Ndfy diBtihigb&b, vol. t, p. its. .//G.At’yz 

v'rjil, p. 37L 

2. &]-Am4h by ai-Mufid, p 307, U. jo, Bihar vol. 41, p. J ct>, h. IS. 
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446. a EG hardl - reporting on the desertion of Khirrlt ibn Rashid, 
who was one of the Kharijls from the Commander of the 
Faithful: '"Abdullah ibn Qa £ in said: "...I came to the 
Commander of the Faithful and reported to him what I had 
heard about Khlrnt, what I had told his cousin and Lhe 
response he had given me." 

The Imam said: “Leave him alone. If he accepts the truth 
ant] returns, we will recognize that and accept it from him; and 
if he rejects it, we will send for him.* 

[ said: “G Commander of the Faithful! Why do you not 
seize him right now to give his pledge oi assurances [to be 
secure of his evils]?' 

He said, “If we treat all those whom we accuse like tins, then 
we should till up prisons by them; and I do not believe it lo be 
permissible to attack people, imprison them and punish them, 

unless they have openly expressed their antagonism towards 

H J 
LIS, 

See; The Encyclopedia oj Commander of the Faithful r V\, 44; 

(The Revolt of Khirrit ibn Rashid). 

8/10 

Warning against Torture 

447. Imam r Afi (a.s.}; “He who whips a person unjustly, God lhe 
Blessed and the Exalted will whip him with a whip of lire”" 

448. Imam ’Ali (a.s.): “The most detested person before God is one 
who bares a Muslim's back unrightfully and beats a person who 
has not beaten him, or kills he who has not committed a 
murder,” 


i at Cha nil, voL i, p. yn & 335, Bihttr al-Atrpar, vnl ‘ 1 2 3 S 1 p, 4t>7 h h. 62A, Sharp Ndhjal 
BafOjghah, vol 3, p, 1 2 l ). 

2, Da a Vw af-hi4m t vol. 2. p. 1. h (927. 

3. Da'a 'im al-hhm, vol. 2, p. 444, h. 1.551, Tahdhih af-Ahknm, vol ]<j. p. ?48, h. 
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449 . luiim 'AH (a,*.) - in his letter to the chiefs [collectors| of bod rax. 
tt pvcn if there had been no iear ol punishment tor revolt Arid 
disobedience, which God has. prohibited, the reward in keeping -iloot 
from them would be enough | incentive] to abstain Irom going after 
them. Show mercy |on others] so as to be shown mercy; do not 
rorrtirc servants of God and do not charge them to that which is 
beyond vheir capacity.' 1 * * 4 

450 r Imam p Ali ,l O People! I cal Set! you to the Truth but you turned 

your back uti me and i boat you with the lash bur you tired me out. 
Know that after me you will be ruled by rulers who would not be 
content with this; rather they would torture you with whips and iron, 
but 1 do nor torture you with whips and iron. Lor whoever torLUres 
people in this world, God will torture him in the [Icrcsiler, 

451, Mumad Zmd - narrating from Zaid ibn ' Ali (a.s.), from his lather, 
from his grandfather about 'All ibn Abi falib (a.s.V In tr.uLh, he 
| ( All] (a.s.) fold l Umar concerning a pregnant woman who had 
admitted Lo committing adultery and 'Umar had ordered her to be 
Sinned; "'Perhaps you have shouted at her or frightened her?" 

' Umar replied; N I li.it is so ' 

'Ali (a.s.) said; “Have you not heard the saying of ihc Messenger 
ol God (s.a.wc); 'There should be no legal punishment to the one 
who Inis Confessed alter being tortured. Indeed the confession of the 
person whom ynu shackle, incarcerate, or threaten is invalid? ' 

lie j the narrator] said rM Umar released I he woman, then he raid: 
"Women are unable to giue birth to a son like 'Ali ibn Abi 1 tilth, It if 
was not for 'Ali, "Umar would be perished 

452, |mam 'Ali {a.*,} - in his norm or. at the beginning uf his government: 
''Surely, God has made unlawful the things which are not unknown 
and made lawful the things which are without defect. He has- given 
precedence to the esteem of Muslims over other* lie has placed the 
rights of Muslims in the same grade of importance as sincerity |to 
Him Almighty] and monotheism Therefore a Muslim is one from 
whose longue and hand every {other) Muslim is safe except in ihc 
matter pf truLh, It is not lawful to- harm another Muslim unless it is 
obligatory ,J 


I. yp&q'at p. ] 0 H, Nahj al-Batdghak' keiLti 5s, aJ-Miyarwa tl-Aierwtlpjt, p. ! V- 

2 ai-Cft/tnii, voL 2, p. 455!, ailnhtid, vol. s, p 322. Shark Nubj al-Bakghith, p. 1, p, lUb 

.3. Mmrtxd Zaid. p. J35, KasfrJ .rV -Yaftn, p. 73 1 h. 55 , Dhttkhd Vr ai 'Uqba, p. 146 

4, Nahi at-iialftx&ab, .Sermon 167, Bihar al-Anwdr t vol 32, p, -ill, h. 26. 
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8/11 

Warning against Insult 

453. j mil m "A3i (a ,s.) - narrating from 'Abdullah ibn Shank: " 11 u | r 
ibn r Adi and ' Amr ibn Hamq went out while openly expressing 
their aversion arid cut sing, the people of Sham, so ' Ah (a.s.) sent 
a message to them to avoid what he hud been informed about, 

The two tame to 'AU (a.s.) and said: "G Commander of the 
Faithful! Arc wt: not on the right path? 1 ' 

He said: 

They asked again: “Are they not on the wrong paths 11 

Ik said; "Yes/ 4 

They said: “Why then did you prevent us from cursing ihcm?" 

He said; "1 did not like you to be among the cursors and 
rcvikrs who curse people and express aversion; bui it you 
described their misbehavior and said, “Their conduct is such 
and their behavior is so”, it would be more appropriate in 
saying and more effective eh excusing. If instead oi cursing and 
disavowing I hem, you would say: ll Q God! Spare our blood and 
theirs, reconcile between us and them and deliver them from 
their misguidance so that the one who has ignored the truth 
knows it and the one who has attached himsdl to aggression 
and enmity refrains from it", this would be dearer to me and 
better for you,” 

They both said; "O Commander of the Faithful! We accept 
your advice and we shall discipline ourselves by your good 
manners, 11 ' 

454. Imam AJi(a.s): "Do not dishonor your enemy even if he 
dishonors you. 11 ” 

1. Waa'jii Sif/in, p- 301, RiMr A-A?i^r, vol. 32, p. WB9* f- i\ ! ahj A-Btilst^bab, 

Scrnum 2(1 ^ al Akhblr al-Tiwal, p. 165. 

2, Chum.' ai-l.likwn, h. uwns. 
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S/12 

Gentleness as long as There Is no Conspiracy 

455. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): "Gentleness will soften the roughness ol 
opposition and defiance. 1 ' 1 

456. Imam "Ali (a,s.) - in the aphorisms attributed to him: "Get dose 
to your enemy to the extent that you may fulfill your need; and 
do not get too dose to him lesL you -should debase your 
companions and yourself. Look lil the stick erected before the 
sun. If you lilt it, the shadow will get longer and ii you go to 
extremes in tilting the stick, die shadow will diminish/ 7 ' 

457. Tarrkh al Tabari - narrating from 'Abd aLMalik ibu Abi 
Hurrah al-Hanafi: “One day 'Ali (a.s.) went out io give a 
sermon. ITe was lecturing while the Khawarij were chanting in a 
corner of the mosque there is- no Sovereignty save for God 3 {Id 
hukm ilia li y lldh)\ 

'Ali (h.s.) .said. "God is the Greatest {Allah Ahhar)\ It is a true 
word hui falsehood is intended. If they keep silent, we will 
abandon them; if they go on talking, we will debate with them] 
and if they rise against us, we will fig lit them/ 

45&. al-Sundn al-Kubra - narrating from Kalhir ibn Numb: "While I 
was attending the Friday prsycr and 'Ali (jus.) was on the pulpiL 
when a man rose and said, 'there is no Discretion belong only 
to God' (fa hukm tlld li'lldh) v ' 

Another person rose and said, 'there is no Sovereignty save 
for God 1 ! Then the Khawarij sLood up from around the 
mosque. 'All (a.s.) requested them to sit down and he said: ''Yes, 
Sovereignty belongs io God alone] a word bv which a falsehood 
is intended. We will deal wuh you according to the judgment 
of God. Let it be known that there are three issues regarding 
you that matters for me: 

5o long as you are with us, we will not prevent you from 
the mosque in which you may utter the name ci God; 


[, [bid, p. 5(i0. 

I. Shark Nahj A-Baltlghab, val. 20. p. m. h - <03. 

1 Tdrf'kb al-J'abdTi, vol S, p. 72, td-Kamilft til Tatikh. vui 1, p. y)H } Amab nl-Aihrdf. 
vu], t, p. fiS 
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So long as your hands sire m ours, we will not deprive you of 
the public assets; and we will nor fight against you unless you 
fight against us/ * 1 * Then lie went on with his sermon.” 

459. al-Atnwa! — narrating from Kathir ibn Namir: “A man brought 
another man from Line Khawari] to Alt i, a.s.) and said, O 
Commander of the Faithfull 1 saw this man cursing yon, 3 4 

He said: “Curse him back, the same way as he cursed me." 

He said “He has threatened you!” 

'Ah (a.s.) said: “I will not kill a person who has not killed 

» 

me, 

I'hen he said: “They have three rights over us: ilot to prevent 
them from the mosques where they utter the name of God; not 
to deprive them of public assets so Long as their hands are in 
ours and not to fight against them until they begin to fight 
against us.”" 

460. al-JVhi^iinnif — narrating from Kathir l bn Namir: “A man 
brought another man from the Khawari; to 'Ah [a.sj and said 
be [and his group] have threatened you and then ran away and 
I caught this maiiT 

The Imam said "Should I kill the person who has not killed 
me. 

The man said: TTe cursed you!” 

He said: "You either curse him or let him go” 

See The Encyclopedia of Commander oj the Faithful, VI, 390 
(The Imam's patience with the persecutions, of the Khawarij 
and his tolerance towards them). 

S/13 

Exiling or Detaining the Plotters 

46 L Shark Nshj al-Btthkghak "It is narrated that ‘Umrim ibn 
Husayn was one id those who had deviated from ( A]i (a.s.) and 
he (a.s.) had exiled him to Mada'in for he had said: “If Ah 
dies, 1 do not know how bis death will come! And it he is to be 
killed - that E hope he will - i look forward to thaR 1 ’ 


I . al-Sttnan a i-Kitbr#, vqL a, p. a9, h. 16.76.1, Tatihh trt-Taban, voi. a, p 73, abK&milft 
al-Tfinkh, vol ?, p. 3 9 ft 

1 al-A&iwah p 245, h, 567, Ktw% al-'Ummiil, vol. I •, p. 300, h. 153fiU. 

3, fi d-Mu^mfffaMhnduh mt ut Ad w, vol. K, p aO, h. 147, Kama/ Vmmtil, vui. il 

p. SI&, h. 31616. 

4 Shark Nt\hj al-Bxlit&knh, vd. a, p 77. 
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462. al-Ghardt - narrating from Sa'id al-Ash'ari: “When setting out 
for NaJirnwan, All la.s.J put a man from the Makha' tribe by 
the name of Ham ibn Hudha in lies place, lie wrote to Ah 
(a.sf that; "The Ghan'i and Rahil a tribes had revolted and 
prayed that your enemy gain victory [over you].” 

'AM [a, 5 .) wrote back; "Deport them from Kula and do not 
leave any of them therein." 1 

463. Td nkh a l- 7 aha n — narrating fr o m M u hill ibn Kh all la: "A m a n 
Irom the Bam Sadus tribe called ' Ayzar ibn Akhnas who 
believed in the Khawarij [sympathizing with them] set off on a 
trip towards them. In the outskirts of Madahn, he ran into 

Adi ibn Hatim who was accompanied by Aswad ibn Qays al- 
Muradi and Aswad ibn Yazld al-Muradl. 

When 'Avzar encountered 'Adi s he asked him; “Are you a 
healthy arid successful person or a tyrannic and sinful one? 

'Adi said; "healthy and successful.” 

The two Muradls said: “You only ask this out of the evil you 
have m you, We know for sure that you carry the views of the 
Khawanf O 'Ayzar! You shall not be separated until we take 
you lo the Commander of the Faithful and report your sL.ue to 
him.” 

A short while later 'Ala (a.s.) came and they reported to him 
saying: "O Commander of Lhe Faithful! He cs of the same 
opinion as that of the Khawarij, We know hi inf 

He (a.s.) said: "[The shedding of] itis blood is not 
permissible to us; however* we will imprison him," 

'Adi ibn Hatim said: "O Commander of Lhe Faithful! Leave 
him with me and I ensure thaL no harm would come to you 
from him.” 1 Ali fa.s.) left him with ; Adi." 3 


I td-GhardL voL 3, p, 1 K„ Bihar ai-stwrar, Vi.il Si,]] _n r., h 568 
2. Tdrtkh iti-TdbRTt, vu|, s, p E9 
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Chapter Nine 

Warfare Policies 

9/1 

Attaching Importance to Military Training 
A, Training the Truops 

464. Imiim r Ali (a,**)— jrom his commandments to Ziyld ibn Nadr 
when he assigned him as the commander of his army in the 
battle of Si I fin: “You should know Lhat the vanguards of an 
army serve as their eyes and the eyes of the vanguard are then 
forerunners. Therefore when you leave your town and approach 
the enemy you should not fed weary to search tor them because: 
the informers are everywhere and in some of the defiles, woods, 
and secret places as well as every area so [be on your guard] that 
your enemies will not raid you or lay M ap for you. 

Do not make the battalions and tribes proceed from 
morning to evening tin3ess you want lo mobilize them, so that 
when a matter occurs or a trouble befalls you are already 
mobilized for it. 
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Your tamp should be upon heights, slopes oJ the mountains, 
or in between rivers so that 11 j cry will form fortresses icr you 
and will prevent your enemies from reaching you. Your 
fighting should be from one or two fronts. Order the 
vanguards Lo settle on the summits of mountains, heights and 
on the edges of rivers, ! hey should oversee for you so that the 
enemies will not attack you from a fearful or secured place, 

If you want to reside, you should reside collectively and when 
you want lo continue your march, you should continue 
collectively. When you reside at night, you should encompass 
your camp with spears and armors. Put the archers- behind the 
carriers of armors so that you will nol be taken by surprise or 
inattentively. 

Guard your army yourself. Beware, you should not sleep 
unbrokenly and should not pass a night with deep sleep. You 
should keep up this method until you meet your enemy. 

You should be careful and deliberate in fighting. Beware of 
hasting unless a good opportunity arises for you. Do not fight 
before the enemy arracks you or you receive my order. Peace 
and God’s mercy he upon you." 1 

465. Imam r Ali (a.s.) — from his commandments to Ma'qai ibn Qays 
al-Riyahi when he was dispatched to Sham as the head of a 
three thousand strong vanguards: “Be wary of God before 
Whom attendance is inevitable and with other titan Whom 
there is no meeting. Do nol fight except with those who fighL 
you. Travel in the two cool periods (he. morning and evening). 
Let the men have midday rest and sleep. Give them ease and 
comfort when marching and do not travel during early hours 
of night for God has made it ior resting and has ordained it for 
staying, not for journeying. Therefore give rest to your body m 
the night and Jet your camer-beasts also rest. When morning 
has appeared and dawn has arrived, commence your journey 
with God's blessings. When you [ace the enemy stand in the 
midsi of your comrades. Do not get too close to the fere, like 
the one who wants to commence Lite fighting, nor remain too 
distant like he who is afraid of action, till you receive my 
orders. Hatred for them should not lead you to fight before 
inviting them (to guidance} and leaving no excuses for them," 1 ' 


I Tsrhitf iii- ' \]qnl [) 191, AVi/y eti-Ruiaghah, ’.ullt:; II. Wnq'at SsjTfn, p I2J. tii-Akbb&r 
]> s fin. 

I NahjalBaiaghahy Letter \2, 
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466. Imam r Ali (a.s.) - from his letter re? some or h;s army chiefs: “If 
they [the enemies] return to the shelter of obedience, then this 
is all that we want, But if the affair of these people led lo 
separation and disobedience, then take with you those who 
obey you and rush upon those who disobey you. And be 
content with thos.c who follow you and do not worry about 
those who hold back from you because the absence 

of a halfhearted man is better than his presence and Ins siLting 
down is belter than his rising up. 11 ' 

467. Imam r Ati (a.s.): “If the enemy launches an assault upon you, 
then spread your troops on the gates ol the ditches for there 
exists nothing save swords, stand firm on the ground after 
arraying the troops. Do not look at the enemies in Lhe face. 
Their number should not scare you, look Lo your own land 
[and front] instead. If they assault you, bend over on your 
horses and hide yourselves behind your shields like an 
impenetrable stronghold; and if they turn then back on you, 
launch an attack on them with your swords, [f they stand firm, 
then stand firm on the other side too. And if they tun away, 
rush on them and catch them," * 2 3 

468. Imam r Ali (a.*,): "If God forbids you happen to face a defeat, 

hold a gathering and remember God and how He promised the 
deserters of the battlefield [to be punished], Reproach the one 
whom you see turning his back on Lhe enemy, Gather Lhe 
banners and tie them together. The roughriders must hasten to 
bring the fugitives back to the troops and the army and anyone 
hiding in the hideaways is to come back to you, When the 
dispersed troops were gathered and your power was reclaimed 
and the defeated state lias left you, hand over the troops to the 
commanders, mobilize the forces and fight, assistance 

from God and be patient, for there is greaL reward for 
perseverance at the time of defeat and for the brave man's 
attack on the enemy/'" 


1, Nahj ai-Rdiiigkab, Letter 4, Bihar aMttwJt, vol 32. p ;l 4ft, 'iadbkim al- 
tihm&d }| p. I M'l.-i. 

2 Du m t V.w a! hi a m , vin 3.1, p 373. 

3 Dit'ji {T?t nf-hUm, vol. I, p, 373 
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469. Tdrikb Dimaihq - narrating from Ibn Abbas: “Women fail to 
give birth to the like of the Commander of the faithful All 
ibn Abl Talib (a,$,). By God, 1 h ave neither seen nor beard oi 
any chief to be compared to him, 1 saw him at the Battle ot 
Siffrn wearing a turban with the folders on both sides let down, 
His two eyes looked [glazing) like two fiery lights. He was 
standing before a small group and inciting them to light until 
he reached me while 1 was standing amid the people. Then he 
said: "Q Gathering of the Muslims! Let your heart fed the fear 
of God, lower the voice*, put on tranquility, make use of the 
spears and before drawing your sword give it a good shake. 
Wave your swords to the left and right and strike them with 
their sharp edges. Coordinate your swords with your step^ 
and your arrows with your spears, Certainly you are in the 
sight of Cod and in the company oi Lhe Prophet s cousin. 
Launch your assaults consecutively and be ashamed of 
deserting, for it is a great shame that will remain in generations 
and it is fire on the Day of Account. 

Keep yourselves lively and delighted Step toward death 
readily and lightbearLedlv. Take care of (concentrate on) the 
bulk of the [ enemy *s| troop and the Lent whose ropes are 
stretched around and aim at tbeii hearts, for Lhe Satan lias 
mounted the unruly camel and has extended his arms, holding 
one hand forward to attack and a foot backward to run away. 
So stay firm and persevere, to as the Light oi God may shine on 
you, as: *V,dW when you have the upper ha mi and God is with you, 
and He will not stint /the reward of]your works/ 1 2 ' 

470. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): ‘'Do not let your banners bend down, nor leave 
it alone. Do not give it to anyone except the brave and the 
defenders of honor among you because Lhcy alone endure the 
befalling of Lroubles. And know that the guardians .ire those 


1. Qur'an, 47,35, 

2. Tfirikh Dim/ishq, vol. 42, p 460. Mur fit aJ-Dhnhnb t I 2, p. ’H9, 'Uy?trt tif-Atthhar, 

yol. ], p. 110, 
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who surround the banners and encircle them on all sides and 
do not I ft it be ruined, They do not remain behind lest they 
give them over to the enemy, nor they go ahead of them lesl 
t hey 1 eavc them alone-” * 1 

B. Arrangement of the Troops 

471, Dd'fi'im al-hlfim - regarding 'A1 i fa.s.): "When he advanced 
forward to Tight, he would arrange the troops to the 3dr L the 
right and the middle flanks, with himself stationed in the 
middle, lie would appoint liaisons for them, would send forth 
vanguards and would order them to lower their voices, to pray, 
to have their hearts united, to draw their swords, to display 
their power. He would also order every group to be stationed in 
their own positions and that everyone who would make a raid 
should return to his position after the raid/’“ 

472, Oa'a'im alldifTti - regarding 'Ah (a.s,): '"When he was ready to 
go on a battle, he would prepare rhe battalions and separate the 
tribes, He would appoint a pec son over every gronp : array the 
troops and divide them into divisions, ! hen he would set oif 
for the battle,”' 

473 + Imam ' AI i (a,s.) - on how Lo prepare for a war: '"Send the 
infantry and the archers ahead to storm them |lhe enemy) with 
arrows, while Lire two flanks raid on them with spears, he? the 
riders and the elite forces as the support of the banner and the 
forerunners; and do not leave your positions for a rider from 
the enemy who has been left alone.” 1 


I iii-Ksift: vol. s. p. 39, h. 4 Bihar tuAtmer, vol. 12, p. 563, h. 4&;i. Also, ci. A'.vA a! 
B&ydphah. Sermon 1 24 

?. Q&'&'iw sii-LLim, vol, |, p jvj 

1, Ibid 

4. ibid, vol. i , p. 372. 
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Chapter Mine: Warfare Polina 

474. Imam r ALi {a.i.) — in his comm and m en r ro the troops when 
dispatching them to ccmlronl the enemy: "When you proceed 
towards r he enemy nr he prut reds towards you, die position b( your 
forces should be on rite high ground or on the mountain slopes or 
the ce-nds of livers so fbal iL may serve you as a shelter and a 
hindrance to the enemy. Your uncouple: should be from one or two 
fronts. 

Plate watchers on the peaks of mountains and the sides of 
highlands so (hat the enemy may not approach you Lroin a secure 
or a tearful place. And know tha.i the vanguard of an army serves as 
their eyes, and the eyes of the vanguard are their in formers. 

Beware of separation. When you hah, do so together, and when 
you move, you should move together When night comes fi* your 
spears in i circle and do nut sleep except for a dosing or nipping." 

C- Keeping Hold of One's Weapon in Battles 

475 . Du 'd m a I -hid m * H e |' A1 j | (a. s.) d e tes t e d a m a n to d r u p h i $ wea p o n 
during combat When pointing out die 'Prayer at the time ot bear', 
Cud said: "Let # gtnxp of them Hand with yan carrying their 'mapsni” 
and He also said: "Tbs faithless <i r£ eager that you should he ohltvio at oj 
you r w to pom and your baggage so that they could tissaulfyon ail at i*nce” 

The best thing for ihctfe who are in combat is nor ro separate their 
weapon trom them selves by any means 

See To? Encyclopedia of Commandci oj the faithfaf VII, 100, 
(Martyrdom of Muhammad ibn Abi Eakr.l, and 104, (rhe sorrow of 
the Imam) 

13. Taking Opportunities 

476. TmJm c Ali (a.v) ■ describing die fighting: L 'He who notices a chance 
over rhe enemy should raid on rum ar.d like advantage of die 
opportunity' - ol course after strengthening his position and when 
his goa! is achieved he should sell] in to his posit ion."' 


I hlahj d-Sidnvh*h y Letter 11, T^af 4-'l ! qid t p \-C, Wafa p L24, al-Ahkhm 

ai-Twah p. i no. 

2. Qur in, 4:102- 

3. Do'a Vjm al Islam, vu], L, p 37 L 
■E. Ibid, vul. [, p 37 z, 
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477. Waq'at Siffui\ [in ihe battle of SifflnJ, Ahnafibn Qays al-Sa'di 
addressed tlae people and said; O people of Iraq! rsy Cod, ^■■ - 1 
will not confront this issue with your necks more lowered 
|more humiliated] than [you arej today. They lifted the veils of 
shame and they do not fight for the religion nor do they resist 
except out of shame fulness. So proceed!" 

They said: l Tf we proceed today, [it will be the 5 ame way as] 
vve proceeded yesterday- O Commander of the Faithful! \X liai 
do you say? 11 

The Imam said: “At the time of proceeding, do proceed; and 
at the lime of withdrawal, withdraw, Proceed before they 
proceed towards you. 1 ' 1 

E. Tactical Withdrawal 

47$. Imam Ali (a.s.): “To retreat at the right time is equal to victory 

' ■ . ■ 3? 2 

ui its time. 

479,. Imam r Ali (a.s.) would say to his companions at the time of 
battle: “The retreat after which return is intended and the 
withdrawal after which attack is in view should not make you 
unhappy-”^ 

9/2 

Establishment of Special Forces 

480. Imam al-Siidiq (a,*.): “The dire army included six thousand of 
'Ali’s (a.s.) companions,” 1 

48L (tl-Ikhlisas — narrating from 'All ibn al-Hakam: “Ihe 
companions of the Commander of the Faithful were those to 
whom he said: 'Swear [your] allegiance, and 1 will promise you 
Paradise and not gold and silver. Our Prophet (ya.w.) has 

], W&f-At p, <1(16, BMr al-Atiwaf, vol. 32, p. Ml, h. 437, 

2. Gb ut&t ifi-Hfka w. ij - 2CD3- 

2. Naki al-Balagbah, i-eiiei 16. 'Uyim srt-liiham ai-Mawa‘tg, p. h. 964=: 

4. al-Ikbrisas, p, 1. 
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previously said to hit companion a: “Swear allegiance as I do 
not promise you except [the reward of] Paradise. 

And they [the Commander oi the FatthfiilPs companions] 
included: Sidm3.ii ahFarsij al-Miqdad; Abu Dnai al-Ghilari, 

L Ammiir ibn Yasir; Abu 5 as an and Abu Amr al-Ansariyan; Sahl 
(Badri) and 'Uthman, the sons to Huitayf al-Ansarl ; and jSbir 
ibn 'Abdullah al-Ansarh' 

And from among his close companions were: Amr ibn al- 
Hamq al-Khuzn. the Arab, Maytham al-Tammar - Maytham 
ibn Yahya, Lhe freed slave - Rudiayd al-Hijrl; Habib ibn 
Muz aha r abAsadi; and Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr. 

His friends included: al-' Aim al-Azdi; Suwayd ibn Ghafla al¬ 
ia'fi; abldanth ibn 'Abdullah al-AVar aEd lamdam; Abu 
'Abdullah al-fadali, Abu Yahya Hakim ibn Sdd al-Hanafi. 

iI ls elite forces included; Abu d Kadi 'Abdullah Lbn Yahya 
al-Hadraml; Salim ibn Qays al-Hilali' and Ubayda al-Sdmanl 
al-Muradi, Arabi, 

The elite from among his friends included: Tamitn ibn 
Had him d-Naji (who was killed as a martyr with ( Ali (a.s.); 
Qanbai (a slave freed by ’Ah ibn Abi lalib (a-s.)); Abu Faklnta 
(j"ieed slave by Bam Hashim); and 'Ubaydullah ibn Abi Rati 
(who was 'AIK'; {,3. 5 .) secretary). 1 ' 1 

4S2, Rij&l (tl-Kaskthl - narrating from Abu Jarud: "I said to Asbagh 
ibn Nubata: ‘What is the status of this man [Ali| (a.s.) among 
you?" 

He said; “1 do not know what you say; but our swords were 
on our shoulders, whomever he beckoned we would strike by 
sword, 'Ali fa-sj would say to us: Swear [your] allegiance! 1 swear 
by Allah that your allegiance is not lor gold and silver rather it is 
for death. In the past a group of people from Banl Israel 


I. (il-lkhlipif j, p 2 t Ibn Madim, al-Fibritt, 223. 
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swore allegiance among themselves and none oi them departed 
from the world except chat he was a Prophet to his folk or his 
village or himself and you are like them, except that you are not 
Prophets,'* 1 2 

483. Rijal dl-Kmhshl: "It is narrated from the Commander of the 
faithful that he told Abdullah ibn Yahya al-INdranH in the 
battle of Jamah "Glad tidings to you O son of Yahjra, for you and 
your father arc indeed among the elite forces. Ihe Messenger of 
God (s.a.w.) informed me that you and your father are named 
among the elite forces, God has called you the elite forces (slwrfah 
aJkhctmi^i on the tongue oi Hi$ Prophet. He also said: the elite 
forces consist of (sve or six thousand people,”" 

9/3 

Paying Special Attention to the Armed Forces 

484, Imam r Ali (a,s.) - in his instructions to Malik .al-Asbtar: 
“Inspect the affairs of the soldiers as parents inspect their own 
child. Never let anything through which you have strengthened 
them distress you and do not under estimate the kindness you 
have undertaken for Lhem even if it were small, for it will nlvite 
them to counsel you sincerely and trust you. Do not leave out 
attending to their minor affairs while depending upon (the 
examination of) the great matters because your small favors will 
also be of benefits to them as the big ones are also such that 
they cannot do without. 

Among the chiefs of your army favor most him who assists 
the soldiers with his aid and bestows upon them what is at his 
disposal to the extern that suffices both them and those 
members of their families left behind, then their worries and 
concern in battle with enemy will be a single concern. Your 
kind inclination towards them will incline their beans to you. 
Verily the foremost delight of the eye for rulers is the 
establishment of justice in the land and the manifestation of love 
for ihe subjects. But surely the subjects love will nor appear without 


1. $$al-Kaihuhi, vol, I, p, I'J, h. K, Bibtir tiMrrwtr, vol, 42, p, 150, h, 16- 

2. Rijal ai-Kashihi, vol. i, p. 24, b. LO, Bih^r kl-An wtir, vol. «, p IM. h 38. 
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the well-being of their hearts, and their advice and sincerity 
(toward rulers) will not become right and fee from blemishes 
unless they watch over the rulers, find their governments of 
little burden and cease to hope that their period (of rule) will 
soon come to an end. 

Therefore, let their hopes be expanded, persist in praising them 
warmly and taking into account the (good) accomplishments of 
everyone among them who has accomplished, for frequent 
mention of their good deeds wt 1 encourage the bold and rouse 
the weak and the indolent, God willing. 

“Then recognise in every man that which he has accomplished, 
attribute not one man's accomplishment to another and fail not 
short (of rewarding) the hill extent of his accomplishment. The 
eminence of one man should not lead you to regard his small 
deeds as big nor should the low position of a man make you 
consider his big deeds as small. 11 ' 


9/4 

Care for the Troops* Morale 
A. Encouragement 

485, d-K&ff - narrating from Abu Sadiq: "3 heard ' Aii (is,) encourage 
people [to war] in three places: Jama], Siffnq and Nahrawan. 

He would say: :r O Servants of God? he wary of God, east 
down your eyes; lower your voices, speak little; and prepare 
yourselves for battle, conflict, confrontation, struggle, warfare, 
involvement, tough combat and steadfastness: “...anti remember 
GW greatly so that you may ho felicitous, And obey God and His 
Apostle, and do not dispute, or you will fast heart and your power 
will he gone.. And be patient; indeed God will be with the patient A ^ ' 


1 . Nuhj ( j! Balfyhah, Letter 53, 1 ukaf aWlhpd, p, 137, Da it "tin at hi dm . vy I I, p-3frt- 

2. id-Kdft. vol, S, p. >s, li. 2, nl-Inhad, vol l, n. 265,. Waq'at Sijfin, p. 20-i, al-Miyfc mt 

al-MtewGzin . p L 5 8 

.t. Qur'^rt, 
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486. Imam "Ali {a,s.) - in a sermon he delivered in (he Bank oi 
Jamal when the Commander of the Faithful gave the banner to 
his son Muhammad ibi) al-Hanafiyya: “Mountains may move 
from their position, but you should not move from yours. Grit 
your teeth, lend your head to God (in fighting for God, give 
yourself to God), fix your feel firmly on the ground- Have your 
eye on the remotest foe and close your eyes (to their numerical 
majority) and be sure that help is only from God the 
Glorified. :>l 

487. Imam c Ali (a.s.) — to his followers at the rime of battle: “The 
retreat after which return is intended and the withdrawal after 
which attack is in view should noi make you unhappy. Give the 
.swords their due (to its maximum use). Knock your foes down 
on the ground; prepare yourselves for hurling strong spears and 
striking swords with full force and keep your voices down us it 
wards off defeat.. By Ilim who split the seed (For growing) and 
created living beings, they [the hypocrites] had not accepted 
Islam but they surrendered (by verbally professing it) and had 
hidden their disbelief. Consequently, when they found helpers 
for their disbelief, they disclosed it.”" 

488. Imam r Ali (a.s,) - exhorting his followers to fight: “Pul the 
armored men forward and keep ihe unarmored ones behind. 
Grit your teeth because this will make the swords skip off the 
skull. Dodge on the sides of the spears lor ii changes the 
direction of their blades, Close the eyes because it strengthens 
the spirit and gives peace to the heart. Kill the voices because it 
wards off defeat. Do not let your banner bend down, nor leave 
it alone. Do not give it lg anyone except the brave and the 
defenders of honor among you because those who endure the 
befalling of troubles are Lhe ones who surround the banners 
and encircle them from the left, the right the rear and the 
front. They do not separate from them lest they give them over 
(to the enemy). They do not go ahead of them lest they leave 


I Al-RaU&bdb, Sermon L J, 'Ah tlrn AM Ttllib, vo-L a, p. 155 . 

2. Nnhj a'-Bzltfrhdh, Letter 16, 'Uyiin ai-Hfkiim wa nl-Mami p, ”C!, h w-m. 
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them alone. Everyone should deal with his adversary and also 
help his comrade by hss own life and should not leave his 
adversary to his comrade lest both his own adversary and his 
comrade’s join against him (comrade), by God, even it you run 
away from the sword of today yon would not remain safe from 
the sword of the world to come. You are the foremost among 
the Arabs and the great figures, Certainly in running away there 
is the wrath of Cod, unceasing disgrace and lasting shame, And 
certainly lie who runs away docs not lengthen his hie. Not does 
anything come to intervene between him and his day (ot 
death), He who come forward to Cod is like a thirsty man 
who approaches the water. 

Paradise lies under the edges of spears. Today the reputations 
will be tested (all that is in mind will be revealed in the war). By 
God! I am more eager lq meet them (in combat) than they are 
for (returning to) their houses! 

£ 0 God! If they reject truth, disperse their group, divide 
their words and destroy them on account of their sins. They 
will nor budge from their positions until the continuous 
striking of spears causes piercing {ot wounds) through which 
wind may pass, until the bitting of swords cuts through their 
skull, cleaves bones and S>reaks forearms and legs, until they arc 
attacked by contingent after contingent and assaulted by 
detachments which are followed by reserves for support* until 
their cities are continuously assailed by force after force and 
uiuil the horses trample the extreme ends oi the lands, the 
trucks of their beast and their meadows." 1 

4S9. al-Kdfj - narrating from Malik ibn A'yan: "The Commander of 
the Faithful (a,$ r ) exhorted the people in Silfin and said. "God 
Almighty and Exalted guided you io a transaction that will 
deliver you from painful torments and persuade you to good 
faith in God and the struggle m the path of God And He has 
set aside as rewards for this the forgiveness oi your sins and 


I Nahj al-B&idghah, sermon 3 24. Also cf al-hibatl, voi l, p, 26b, Wnq'at Sijff.fi , p. 
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pleasant abodes ]n rite Garden oi Eden. God the Exalted ^jnd. 
“indeed God loves those who fight in His way in ranks, as ij they 
were a compact stmcixfcd' 

Then put the armored men forward and keep the un anno red 
ones, behind. Grit your teeth because this will make the swords 
skip off the skull- Dodge on the sides of the spears tor it better 
changes tine direction of their blades. Cast down the. eyes 
because it strengthens the spirit and gives peace to toe heart. 
Kill the voices because h wards off defeat and is better for 

■i 

enhancing dignity.”" 

499 . Imam Ah (a,s.) - in the aphorisms attributed to hint: “No one 
wilt practice forbearance in war and voraciously (ace it except 
three groups Those who arc insightful in religion, those who 
are zealous over sacred and chastity, or Lhose to whom 
degradation is torturous.' ' 

B. Slogan 

491. [mam r Ali (a.s.): "The Messenger of God fs.a.w.) commanded 
the prod arming oi slogans before [launching] war and tie said. 
“Let your slogans include cure of rhe Divine names. 

492. Waq'iU Si [IIn - narrating from Asbaq ibn Nabata: "'All (a.s,) 
never set out to fight except that he would cry “Kay Hd. Ya. 
Ayn, SatL”* 

493 . Imam al-Sachq: “Our slogan is “O Muhammad, O Muhammad! 
And the slogan of the Muslims in the battle ©1 Badr was: m O 
Divine Triumph come nigh, come nigh!” 

The slogan of the Muslims in the battle of Uhud was; "O 
Divine Triumph come nigh!” 

The slogan oi the battle ol BanI Nadir was: O Holy Spin:! 

Comfort!” # 

The slogan oi the battle oi Bam Qayuaqa was: "O Our 
Lord! Never will they overpower You! 1 ' 


t Qu 3'an, &L:4- 

2. i? l-Kttfi, voI 5, p. h 4, 

3. Sharp Nnhj uSBidaghuh, vd- 20, p. h- 292, 

4. Da'&'rm rj-liiritn., vol, I, p.37n, 

5. Waq’af p 31t, Bibar al-Anwar, vol. 32. p 4&I. h ^>8 j0il ’ P 3S - Cl " ,1 
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The slogan of the battle ol la'if was- Q Ridwan (O Approver)! 
The slogan of the tattle of Hunayn was: "O Sons of Abdullah! O 
Sons ol ' Abdullah'" 

The slogan of the battle of Ahzab was: "lid, Mfm, they do not 
setf 1 

The slogan t>l the battle of Bam CTurayza was: O Salam! Keep 


The slogan of the battle of Murl$i\ he., the ban If ot Bani 
Mustalaq was: "Indeed, things return to GodT 

The slogan of the battle of Hudyabiya was: "May Cod's curse be 

on the unjust! 13 _ , 

The slogan of the bailie of Khaybar, i.c., the batik of al-Qamiis 

was “O 'Ali, forgive them out oi dignity!' 5 

The slogan on the day of the conquest ui Mecca was Wc are iruiy* 
truly the servants of Cod 

The slogan of the battle of Tabuk was: "O One [ahad) 1 . tJ The 
Absolute, The Eternal (sumadf' 

The slogan of the brittle oi Ban! Maluh was: “Cause them to die! 


Cause them to die!” 


The slogan of the bat Lie ofSifhr. was; k O Divine help!' 1 
The slogan ol Husain (a.s.l was: O Muhammad! And our slogan 
Is: n O Muhammad! 3 ' 


4^4. Sharp Nahj al-Betlagkah - narrating from ha I am ibn Suway-d from 
[mam "Ali (a.s.) concerning the phrase: "God is flic greatest [Allah 
Akhdi)\\ “This =£ ail expression Lor victory." 

[Salam says:! "Allah Akbttr was 'All's fo.s.) slogan that be uttered 
in battles and then launched hLs attacks. By God, he would ic ^ 
whoever chased him and those who toughi against him to ill? docKs 
(sources) ot deal l'. 1 

495 , Waq'nt Sijf/a - narrating from lamim: ‘Whenever he set out on a 
battle, 'Ah (s.s.) would utter the name of God when mounting. Then 
h e would say, "Aliabn Akbnr, Allah* Akbad La i/ah ilia Allah 
Allah Akbar\0 God! O Ahsd\ Q Samad'. O Lord oi Muhammad! In 
tht Name of God the Compassionate the Mem] all There is no power and 
no strength save in God, l.he All-Exalted, the All-Supreme. “All pmiw 
belongs to God. Lord of all the worlds, the Companionate the Men:ipl 
Master of the Day of Retribution. You [Nonet do w monhip, and to Yon 
[alonej do wc turn fa help. ' O God! Keep xv/ny from us theMi arm ot 
the oppressors! 1 " 1 his was Aids {a.s.l slogan m the b.iL.ie of Si ton. 


t The n ,nne of a fortress r>l die cast]™ of KhayMr. 

2 dl Kiifi, vol. 5 , p. 17, h. l, Bihar nl Anwar, vot, iv, p. \t\ h S. 

3, Sbarh Ntfy ABak^ah, vol. T p. I 1% Bihar AA weir, ml . 'l, p. 4frl. h- «JU & vol 

m, p. $7, li. «. 

4. Wafat $iffh r, p. 21(3, Sharp NahJ A-Bala^hak vol. 5, p i 



540 


[mam All and Political Leadership 


J Jj I —S ji-^a-I 1 <J-K*li JjJ Lj y.±- C415 :. VAyj Aij .4% 

■ j u jj’^L l_jjL _ ■•■ l- ^J^-' L :-yil Lji* ,*-£• iLA-iji . ^ | j 

in^Js'jSlj J;^' tajlL?- Jli '4^ pUJl Jjb'. £j*>U- 

i ^ lJ 1 \J& wjljuL' L i UL>- LLp- riju I jL^t- !^_^jl r ji_Ji J6j 


^jlil L Jj- - ^ 


f &r f „ } „ - 

tA j \j LI^Jl L?- ! ^:' &, 1 *J\S I .j U o^i 3 j-r jy*^ J^r 1 -497 

u ^jL : JUsi .<ui L JlJ: jii Li L :^bi ,^iU- 

l-L^-1 1 ^iLjj 5 |_jt J - J v^ jj ', a ~n * ' tLwa |j|j Jl k_._L^ Ji 3 j 


si.LL'1^ V j _ 4ii 0 


y>^ - 


£ E i C- £ ■*■" , a . 5 .Kp -*■ a ^ A" , m f 

l 4^ ( bJ I jJ>" j I 4 4j I L . k-!l-_lJtS . J'J . ^J- J( Jki>- I Jl-xP k-li-O bJ LS ^^lLu' 


t 4u\ ‘-L'i jl 4 4-^ ^ 


. J LjJ ■ '-^ 


a 

*3*^' - 498 

1 . jyJu! jj-i ^^1 ! j= _.499 


^ J jLj t^uAl j jU- ^ jjiil ^ U>*Ljj ij£jl :&«i* .500 


.'. j *. 


I. ^. .-S- ^ j JrA-< ' ! _f t L’ b flj --fl-l 1 ^,-t I j-lJ? J . LJ I 


. 1 ‘ u t^ 3 77 . r+_ ^ |'^,J V •V-yCjf.TBf- ^ y 1 3 3 Or 2 2 l j& j ^7 J^J i 'i _/i*v s j j 2,j^ 1 

.363 J-ji/.r 

J-^I Ji ^ j ^I'U ^ 6^- 7 33,^ 7^ -L_f ^!jj y, ■■•' .Ti'/7 3 7 0^1^^.r 

'■663- . ‘ l >/-^ 1 ! 

1 jLr^'j i^_U^ V: J ju _jU t>' r > [ - *Jj 45 0^ 4 :_^i.F^^_j_ j iL.">6 6 iliiL 1 :.i^ %Jj r^- .5 



54 i 


Chapter Nine: Warfare Policies 

496- Wtf'at fiffiti* The sign of the people of Iraq in [the battle of | Siifm 
was a while piece of wool cloth worn over their heads and shoulders 
and iJieir slogan was 1 * 3 4 5 '0 Cod! O Ahari (One)! O ^amad (O 
Everlasting Refuge)! O Lord ol Muhammad! O Compassionate, O 
Merciful!" 

And the sign of rhe people of Sham was a piece oi yellow doth 
w r orn over their heads and shoulders und their slogan was; ''We are 
the slaves of Cod indeed., indeed; O Avengers Lor ’'Uthman'i blond! '' 

C- Inculcation of Victory 

497- tfl-jtitfua f - narrating from 'Amr ibn Dinar: “The Commander of the 
Laithtul satd to his son Muhammad: “Hold the banner and move 
on!" 'Ah (a.s.) was behind him, he then called him; "O Abu al- 
Qastm! 11 

He replied; "Yes O Father! 1 " 

He S 3 ad: "My son'. Whai you see should not frighten you. 3 earned 
the banner when 1 was smaller than you and the enemy did :SOt 
IfighLen me for l did nor confront anyone except that I instilled in 
myself that 3 would kill him. 

So with the help ol God inculcate in your mind that you will 
triumph over [hem; and do not let mistrust m yourself bring you ro 
vour knees as it is the worst of degradations. 

[Muhammad said:] l said "O Lather! I hope 1 will be the way you 
wish lor me to be. God willing 1 "' 

D. Warning against fleeing from the Battleground 

448. imam r Ali (a.s.)t “Escape from the battle jk among die great sins "' 

449, Imam r Ali (a-s.); “Escape is one of the two degradations." - 

54U. Imam r Ali (a.s;.) ; "Launch successive attacks and feel ashamed oi 
escaping lor it tf a disgrace among generations to come and a 'cause 
of fire cm the Day of Judgment.. Give your lives (to God) willingly 
and walk towards death with ejse 


l. Waq'at SijpK. p 3 32, Bt&dr al-Anwar, vol. 3_S p. 17, h Shirt.- -V ttkj a'-Eauf&bttb. 

vol S n p- 15 

3. aJ-janttih p, 36H. 

3. Da'a'im nt-hhtm, voi. I. p 370, A-Muianni/p td-Ahndish wa d-Aihdr, vol y p. T33, 

h. 

4. Ghana A-Hikam, b. two. 

5. A'Wy al-Balighah, Sermon St-, Tarikh Dittutsk f, veil, a?, p ih\\ 
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501. Im5m 'Ali (a.s,): "The escapee (from the battle) should know 
Lhat he has infuriated God and has destroyed himself. Verily in 
escaping there is hostility towards God. perpetual degradation, 
eternal disgrace and depravity of life. The escapee will hcl 
prolong his life a nor will there tome an interval between him 
and the day he is destined to die, nor wilt he please God. A 
man's death in honesty and truthfulness before committing 
such a practice |escape from battleJ is better than involving in 
these practices and accepting Lbem," 

502. id-Ktifi — narrating from Malik ibn A'yan: "The Commander oi 
the Faithful exhorted the people in the Battle of Sift In saying, 
“...May God have mercy on him who helps Ins brother and 
does not leave the adversary to Im comrade lest both his own 
adversary and his comrade’s join against him (comrade). This 
way he will be condemned and will come to vileness; and why 
should it not be so when his brother fights with two people 
whereas he has given up and left his adversary to his brother 
and while he is fleeing he looks back at the enemy and ins 
brother? Everyone who does so, God will regard him as His 
enemy. Do not expose yourselves to enmity with God for you 
will certainly be moving towards Him. God rhe Glorified and 
Exalted said: *'Flight will not avail you* should you flee from death 
or from being killed, and then you ■will he left tu enjoy mly for a 
Hide while . 13 

“By God„ if ycm flee from the sword of' lhe world, you wi 11 
noL be secure against the swords of Lhe world to come. Take 
recourse tn patience and truthfulness, lor triumph would verily 
follow patience. Struggle for the sake of God with a struggling 
which ss worthy of Him; and there is no power and no strength 
save in God.’ ^ 

E. Concealing that which Ruins the Troops’ Morale 

503 . Waq'tit Sijjhj - narrating from Abu Rawq: “Zivad ibn al-Nadr 
ai-Harithl said to 'Abdullah ibn Radii ibn Warqif: ''Indeed our 
day and theirs is so hard. No one will endure it except he who 
is brave-hearted, welkin tended and steadfast, By God, 1 


I at-Kdfh vol 5, p. 41, h !, Biter ai-Attwar. vcJ. J2, p 472, h. 411 Also cf ni-Mi'y&r 
wa at-MawAzin, p. 

2. Qur'an, J3;t6, 

3. d-Kafiy vol- 5, p. 3^, h. 4, Waa ' tit Sifffx, p. 23-5. Tajik.h Tabari, voI 5, h. ki. Al.ro of. 

Na.bj al-Baltighah, Sermon 124. 
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do not suppose thaL today anyone would, survive except lJv.' 
villainous/' 

Abdullah ibo Badll said: "By God, 1 think so too/' 

' All (a,s.) said: “Let this word be hidden in your hearts. Do 
not express h, and nobody should hear of it fro in you Verily 
God has destined some group ic be killed and some to die; 
everyone will receive his death as it is ordained. So how olessed 
are those who fight m the path ol Cod and those who are killed 
in obedience tc Him/ 5 ' 1 


9/5 

Deception 

504, Imam "All (a.s.): ‘‘Whenever I quote a tradition from the 
Messenger of Cod {s.a.w.), by God that it is dearer lo me to fall 
off [such a high place as| heaven than to attribute a Lie to him; 
but in respect to mine, then indeed War is a deception. 1 2 " 3 * 5 

505, Imam al-Bliqir (a.v): l “All (a-S.) would say: '’Being snatched the 
W av by the birds is better for me than attributing to the 
Messenger of God (ya.wj something that he has not said. E 
heard the Prophet (ya/w.) say on the day of (the battle of] 
Khandaq: “War is a deceptionAnd he would say: “Speak in 
any way you wish [when in battle]/ 

5 % + Imam r Ali (a.s.) - in the aphorisms attributed to him: "In 
battles truss your trucks more than you trust your strength and 
be more delighted at your vigilance than at your valor, for the 
war is the war of the fearless and the advantage is of the 
vigilaiu. 1 '"' 


1 , Waq'af p. Ill, Bihar a’-Artwdr, voJ 32 , p. ■HO, h. 3*9 - 373, Shir? Nab; al- 

Balagbak, vol. 3. p. tS, 

2, ]L is narrated in Musnad Ahmad ibn lianbd in die folluwoijj way: 'When l 

relate something from someone orher than the Piophct (i.a.w ), am indeed a 
m;iiL in batik. 11 {Musmid Ahmad ihi planbai, yoi. I, p. 177, h. 216) 

3, SaNb al-Rnkharil veil. 6, p. 2iyj, h. 653 L. at voh 3, p. 1323, h. 3415. Sahib 

VO I 2 , p. 74*, h lOWi- 

i. Titbdhfb ah Ahkdm, </al £>, p 1*2, h. m, Qurb at lsnad, p. 131, h. 4*b 

5. Shaw Nabj ttl-Baiagbab, vol 30, p- U2, h SS9 
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507* it!Kdfi- narrating from 'Adi ibn Hatim: “When lire Commander 
of the Faithful confronted MtYawiya in Siffjri, he raised hu 
voice so that his companions could hear him and tie said; By 
God, I will kill Mu'awiya and his companions!" Then he 
lowered his voice and satd: "M God wills! 

] was near him and I said to him: “O Commander of ihc 
Faithful! You have truly sworn to do it and then you said hi 
God wills', What did you mean by this?” 

Ik- said; "War is a deception and E am not a liar in the sigErr 
of the faithful I wanted to incite my followers and encourage 
them not to show weakness and to light against tht enemy. 
Therefore, in future the wisest of them will benefit from tins 
word. God willing!" 1 

5U&, T&ftir al-Qxmmi - in the report about the Battle or Kiiandaq: 
“The Commander of the Faithful passed by while walking 
hastily and ' Amr [Ibn 'Abduwudj asked him: “Who are you.' 

He sard: “I am 'All ibn Abt Talib, the cousin ot the 
.Messenger of Cod (s.a.w.) and his son-in-law* 

'Amr said: "By God, your father was an old friend ot mine 
and 1 do not like to kill you. When your cousin sent you to me, 
wasn’t he afraid that I would snatch you up with my weapon 
and leave you in the air, neither killed nor alive?! ’ 

The Commander oi the Faithful said to him: My cousin 
knew that if you killed me I would enter Heaven and you 
would be in firej but lI 1 killed you, you would slay in Hej.ltits 
and 1 will go to [leaven " 

c Aim said; *0 "Ah., both of them art lor you! This is not a 
fair dividing! 11 

He said: "Leave it aside now! 1 heard you say while holding 
on to the curtain of the Ka ba It a person presents to me 
three requests, 1 will it least answer one of them. 11 And \ now] [ 
have three requests from you, so answer lo one of them.” 

' Amr said: * f Q ' ASl, say what they are!" 


1 a l-K4fi, vol. -?*p. 460, h. l. Ttikdkib vi-Ahhittt, vol i3, p. 163, h 29s*. Tafeit ali&mU 
vqI. 2, p. GO. 
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He said: 'The first is that you bear witness Lhai there is no 
god buL Allah and that Muhammad ls His Messenger ” 

F Arnr said: “Pul. ibis aside and ask the second one!'" 1 

He said: "The second is that you go back and turn this army 
[of yours] away from [confronting) Lhe Messenger of God 
(s.a.w.j If he [the Prophet| is truthful, you will be honored 
through him, and if lie is a liar then the Arab robbers and 
rascals do it (kill him) for you.” 

( Amr said: "Would not the women of Quraysh then speak 
about it and the poets mention it in their poems that I was 
cowardice and retreated from a battle and that 3 betrayed a 
group that those me as their thief” 

fhe Commander of the Faithful said: ' J My third [request] is 
that you dismount [your boise| so that I could fight with you. 
as you are mounted and I am on foot." 

He Lhen dismounted his horse aild him strung it and said: 
“This is a trait for which ] did not suppose any of the Arabs 
would bargain with me/' Mien he started [the battle] and struck 
'Alt's (a.s.) head with his sword. The Commander of the 
Faithful held his bead behind his shield, but the sword rent she 
shield and hit his head. 

' A l i [a.a r ) wid to him: "O 'Ami! As an Arab warrior will you 
not be able to fight by yourself and need to ask ior assistance 
while 1 am fighting you alone?" 

'Amr turned his face [to look behind him] and the 
Commander of the Faithful delivered a swift blow on his knees 
sisd cut them off. A huge cloud of dust rose around them and 
the hypocrites said 'Ah ibn Abi Talib was killed. 

Soon the dust settled and they saw the Commander of the 
Faithful who was saying: 

“/ am \'Alt, son of'Abd nl-Mult&iib; 

Death is better jot the knight than running away. 

Thereupon, the Messenger of Cod (s.a.w.J said: "'Did you 
play a trick on him?" 

lie replied: "Yes, O Messenger of God! War is a craftiness.” 


I. TafstT xi-Qtnninl, vol. l s p. I SJ, r ftl-Anwtf-T, vdI 20, p. 110. 
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9/6 

Ethics of War 

A. Prohibition of initiating a Cattle 

5U9, Tdrikh al-Tabari - narrating from Jundab al-Azdl: Ali fa.s.) 
wou id command us whenever we were in ins company and we 
confronted the enemy: “Do not fight them until they begin; 
because you, by the grace of God* have proof (reasonj, and 
letting them initiate the fighting will be another proof and 
excuse tor you. Whenever you fight with them and defeat them, 
do not kill one who retreats; do not murder the wounded; 
do not slander, nor mutilate the dead. When you reach the 
encampment of the enemy do not plunder nor enter a house 
without permission, Do not seize anything from them except 
what you find m their military base. Do not inflict pain on 
women by persecuting them even if they insulted your honor 
and abuse your officers, as they [the women] are weak, in power 
and in will* 1 

510, Imam 'Ali (a.a.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar before 
the bat Lie of Siffin: “Beware of starting the war against this 
group till you meet them and beai iheir words unless they 
begin it. Their evil should not prompt you to fight he!ore 
inviting them [to guidance] and repeatedly leaving some room 
for Lheir excuses." - 

511 . Imarn "Ali (a.s,) — in bis instructions to his army before vonirouting 
Lhe enemy in Siffin: Hi Do not fight them unless they initiate the 
fighting for by the grace of God, you have proof and let them 
them until they begin Hghttng will be another proof for you 
against them. If by the will of God, the enemy is defeated then do 
not kill the one who runs away* do not strike a helpless person 
and do not finish off the wounded.” 

I. Ta.rtkh alTabarf, vol 5, p. ]<), al-KdmilJi ai-Tankk, vul ?, n 17fi, (ii-Fftin.fr, vol. 
p. 32 . 

2 W&if'at Sijftn, p. I S 3 , Rthar at-AnwAr, vol. 3 p. 'U Ji. 37 .-. 

Nahj aiRalMgbub, Leltcc £4, Waq'at p. ini. 
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B. Prohibition of Calling to high ting 

512. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - lo his son Imam Hasan (a.s.f rt0t ca ^ 
om for fighting, but ii you are called lo it do respond^ because 
the caller to fighting is a rebel and the rebel deserves 
destruction, 1 


G- Diplomatic Immunity of Envoys 

513 . imam f Ali (a.s.): "If you triumph over a man of the enemy and 
he claimed ro be an envoy to you, if his claim is proven and he 
brings something dial can substantiate it, then do not harm 
him until he deb vers his message and returns to his comrades] 
but if you find no prod Lo his ctaim, do not accept Ins 
assertion. 

D. Giving an Ultimatum before a Batilc 

514. alSxmi'ti ai-Kubni - narrating from Bara' ibn Azib: “ AI i -la-s.) 
dispatched me to fight against the Khawaiij m Nahrawan and 1 
invited them [to guidance] three times before we fought 
them ” 

515. Imam r Ali (sa) - from his letter lo the people of San'y and 
| a in ad who were hostile and deceitful: "When my messenger 
comes to you, disperse and go lo your residences so that 1 may 
grant you amnesty, forgive your ignorance, protect those of you 
who are away, and treat you by the ordinances of the Qur an, 
However, if you do not do so, be prepared Lo face a mighty 


I Niiy at-Btiut&iidf}, Aphorism 233, 'Uyftn at-Hrkam -tea nl-Mawa'i?, p. i:r, h y*fi7i 
al-Amedr, vol. 33, p, ivi, h. 66E- 

2, Dft'ei ! tm al-hhux t vol. I, p. 376, 

3. ai SnjiiiTf at Ktsbrd, vol. (t, p 3C9, h i-Lnvj. 
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army with a great number of cavalrymen who will head ior 
cliche who have rebelled and disobeyed and you will be crushed 
as in a mill. Whoever dors well, if is for his own soul and whoever 
does evil il is to its detriment, andyour Lord is net tyrannical to the 
servants f 

E P Supplication before a Battle 

516- [mam Sadtq (a.s.J - when the Commander of the Faithful set 
out for a battle, he would recite the following supplication: u O 
Godl Verily, You showed one of Your paths, put Your 
satisfaction m it, called Your friends to it and made w the best 
of Your ways for reward, the noblest for returning [to You] and 
the most favorable to You as a conduct. I hen fin this path]. 
You purchased of the believers their persons, and their wealth, 
that they would gain in return (the Garden) Paradise; they fight 
in His Cause, and slay and arc shun; a true promise binding on 
You. 

So, place me among those from whom You have bought bis 
spyl and he has fulfilled his covenant to You; one of those who 
did not break a pact, nor violate or alter it; raidier, he made it 
(hss sacrifice) in response to Your loving kindness and as a 
means of approximation to You. 

So make u the seal of my affairs and ordain Lbe end of my 
life sn this way. Bestow upon me in it a martyrdom which 
brings me Your pleasure and removes my blunders. Place me 
among those who are living and provided for by the enemies 
and the rebels ! through being martyred by them| under the 
banner of truth and guidance; moving ahead to assist them, not 
turning his back (on fighting], and nor creating doubts. 

O God! 1 seek refuge in You from cowardice at the time at 
terror, from indolence at the time of the champions 3 


i. Qur’an, 11:46, 

Shaih Nnh] cil-Bxtafa.L vol % p. . S 
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assault, and from the sens that would ruin my actions. I would 
thus he enfeebled out of doubt, or pass on without certiLude. so 
my attempts would be futile and my actions unaccepted.” * 1 * 3 

517, Waq'a'i Sijfin —narrating from Tamim: “Whenever 'Ad fa.s,) set 
our for a battle, he would utter the name of God when 
mounting |his horse| and say: “Thanks be to God for Mis 
bounties to us and His immense Grace! “Immaculate is lie who 
bus disposed this for us, and toe [by ourselves] were no match for it. 
Indeed m shall return lo our Lord!' L 

Then he would face the Ka ha, raise his hands towards 
heaven and say: "O God! The steps were taken toward You, the 
bodies m red out,, the hearts inclined to You, the hands raised 
tip anti the eyes turned keen. “Onr Lord! judge justly between ms 
and our people, and you are the. best ofjudgesY' 

Then he would say: “God is the greatest! God ss the greatest] 
There is no god save God! God is the greatest 1 O God! O Ahad 
(One)! O Sam ad (Everlasting Refuge)! O Lord of Muhammad! 
“In the Name of Allah, the AUBeneftrent, the AIIMendfal^ There is 
no power and no strength save in Allah, the All-Exalted, the 
All-Supreme. All praise belongs to Allah, Lord 0 / ail the worlds, the 
AUSenefuent, the All-Merciful Master of the Day of Retribution, 
You I a lone/ do we worship, and to You [alemej do we return for 
help A* O Lord! Repel from us the oppression of the 
oppressors" This was his slogan in the battle ofTiffin.' 1 

F. Beginning the Battle ill the AlternooEi 

518. Waq'atu Sijfin: "The Commander ot the Faithful (a.s.) would 
not start fighting except in the afternoon and he would say: “At 
tins time the doors of heaven will be open, mercy is accepLed 
and victory descends.” 


\ al-Kaft , v::iE. i, p, Ki, h l, Tahdhsb at-Ahkanr vol 3, p hi, fi. 2J7, Tafitr abNafaiki., 
VOl 2, p. 13 3, ii 543, 

l. Qur'an, 43U3-L4. 
i Qur'an, 7: 8 y. 

4-. Qur'an, J;2-5 

3. Wafnt Sijfiit, p. zjii & J3L, Bihar A-A invar, vol, 32 , p. h. 397 & vol. ion, p. -wi, 
lx, 3t. 
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He would also say: “This time [the afternoonj is closer to the 
evening, helps reduce murder, helps the warriors to disengage 
[from] chasing the enemy] and the defeated to be saved/' 1 2 

G. Helping the Feeble 

519, Imam r Ali (a.sj - to his companions on the battlefield in SitTln: 
“Whoever among you feels spiritedness of heart during the 
battle and finds any of his comrades, feeling disheartened, he 
should defend him jusl as he would do for himself because of 
the superiority in courage he enjoys over him. tf God wills, lie 
will make the former also like him." 

520. 1 mam P Ali fa.s,): "Whenever In a war, you find any of your 
brothers wounded, or someone afflicted with an injury, or 
someone who lias been targeted by die enemy, strengthen him 
by your spirit [giving him courage].” 3 4 

FT Good Conduct towards the Remain ini;; Enemy Troops, 

52L. Tdrikh al-Yaquhi — narrating from Ismifll ibn /Ati: "The first 
person who taught how to fight with the people of qihla was 
4 Ali ibn Abi Talib fa.s.). He would not kill the captives, would 
not chase after the defeated and would not finish off the 
wounded/' 1 

5 2 2, al- Iqd ell-Fa rid — narrating fro m Abu a 1 - Id a % a n ■ in t h c re pot ts 
concerning the events of the battle of Sdfrn: ‘"AIT s (a.s.) herald 
would conic out every day and call out: “G People! Do not 
finish off the wounded; do not chase after those who have 
turned their back to the battlefield; do not rob the killed; and 
those who have laid down their weapons should remain 
secure.” 5 


I ii.'-A'i'i/?, vol. j. n as, h :i, ‘dal nt-Sham Vp 603, p 70. 

2, Nahj aiBa-ldghtib w Sermon 113, ai-InhiiA, vol, i, p 153, al-Jamak p. 334. 

3 al Kbisdt, p. 6s7, h.m, Tnketjed-'Utptl, p. 107, Bihdt al-Anwdr, vol JOU. p. 21, h 8. 

4. TiUlkh al-Yu'qtibt, voL 3, p. 3 S3. 

5. a I- 'fqd al-Fa-rid t vol. 3, p. 333, Imam 'Ali fa.s.) a ho ciWrved i lie sat ue posit jun 

toward the enemies in other battles, rj , Waifnf SijJin, p. 'ru, voL 3, p. i.y 

h. 3, tfl-Musladfisk 'aid ni-StitodurfH, voL 2, p 168, h. 2661, He had inspired ?|-.is 
way ijf lo] l l]' s ill towards the enemy iron the sird of the Prophet (s.a.w ) al-Kail? 
vol. 5, p. i?, h- 3, Tahdkfb al-Akkam, vol. (i, p. S55, li 274, [bid, p. 156, h 2lb 
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523, al-Kafi - narrating from 'Abdullah ibn Shank from his father 
“When the people were defeated in the battle of Jamal, the 
Commander of the Faithful said: "Do not chase aher those 
who have turned their back to rhe battlefield and do not finish 
off the wounded. The one who shuts the door of his house is 
secure." 

When the battle of Siffin took place, he killed the warriors 
as well as those who had turned then back on the battlefield 
and allowed concerning the wounded. Aban jbn laghhb said to 
"Abdullah ibn Sharlk: “These two treatments are different," 

He [‘AliJ (ins.) said; “In the battle of Jamal, [their 
commanders] Talha and Ztibair were killed but [in Siffin] 
Mcfawiya is still standing and commanding (they could be 
remobilized and return to war again}," 1 * 3 

524, at-Sunan ai-Kuhra - narrating from Abu Fakhiia; "A captive was 
brought lo "Ah (a.s.) in the battle of Siffin. He [the captive] 
said; “Do not torture me to death.” 

'All (a.s.j said: “I will not torture you lo death. Indeed, I fear 
God the Lord of the worlds.” lie let him go and then said to 
him: “Is there any good in you to swear allegiance'”' 

525. Al-Mmannif — narrating from Yazld ibn Bilal: “1 was in the 
company of 'Ah (a.s.) in .Siffin and when a captive w r as brought 
to him, he would sav; lC L will not torture you to death, Indeed, I 
fear God the Lord of the wprtdsflle would take his weapon 
and swear him not to light against him [any longer]; and he 
would grant him four dirhams. '' 

526. Al-Musnnnif - narrating from Abu Jf far: “In the ba t Lie ot 
Siffin, whenever a captive was brought to Ah fn.s.), he would 
take his mount and weapon and make him promise not to 
return. Then he would free him.” 4 


I. voI \ p h. 5 r Rim! al-Kaikhi, voJ 2, p 4S2, h y}2. tiifcar at-Anwar, voJ. 

13, p. 446, h &S7, 

.1 al-SnwtTi al-Kiihti, vol rt, p.Jt5, h 16754, Katiz ni-'UntMAi, vol U.p, : 4^,h 31^6 

3. al-Mxfrrtnifji al-Ah<idith d-Atbar* vul H, p, 7ZS, h. 23, Kurtz iii-'Ummal, vol 11, p 

345, h, 33703.. 

4. nt-MviAJiniffi ttl-Ak&duh a?-Atbar, vol. &, p. 124, h. 23, Kanz ai-Um m al< vol u.p 

345, h, 3J702, 
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527. Imam r Ali (a.s.) - to the army before confronting the enemy at 
Siffin: “Do not mutilate the dead: when you reach the 
encampment of the enemy do not plunder not enter a house 
[without permission]. Do not seize anything from them except 
what you find in their military base. Do not inflict pain on 
women bv persecuting them even though they rn.iy insult your 
honor and abuse your officers, because they are weak in 
potencies, mind, and intelligence, We have been ordered to 
restrain (our hands) from them even though they may be 
unbd icvers, tor if a man offends a woman lie will be rebuked 
along with his descendants after him. "' 1 

528. Tdrfkb ul-Taburi - in the report on the battle oi lauird: “Ahnaf 
ibn Qays and the children of STd rushed towards Ah |>..s.), 
while dissuading Harqus ibn Zahlr, as they did not approve of 
fighting with l Ali ibn Abl TaJib (a.s.). 

then be [Harqus] said: "O ‘Alii Our people in Basra 
presume that il you triumph over them tomorrow, you will kill 
their men and take then women captive!' 1 

lie said: "'There should be no fear from someone like me. 
Will it be permissible in regard to anyone except he who turns 
back [Crum the religion of God) i.e. an apostate and disbelieves? 
Have you not heard the words oi Cod Almighty saying: "And 
[you an/ not a taskmaster over them, except he who turns hack and 
dhhdievts ™ 1 A 

529. tff-Kamt; jt al-Tdnkh\ "lhere were forty wounded among the 
Kh arj|ites and 'Ah fa.s.) then ordered them to be taken inside 
Kufa and be treated until Lhey recovered." 4 


[ aI-K iifi, voi, 5 , p. =.9, ii. 4, Wuq'M Siffin t p 104. A \ah/ A-BA^h, Lei ter La, Bibar 
til Anwar, vdI. ^2, p. h. 4M 
2. Qur’an, 89:22-23 

a jAnkh ai-Tabdri, ve>l. 4, p. m> A-Kamit JT A-TtirikK vol 2, p :o 
I iil-Kamtljt at Tdrikh, vol. 2, p *24, Anush al-A*hr&j\ voi ?. p. ?as. 
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Stale Policies 


10/1 

Causes of Continuance of Governments 

10/1 - 1 

Establishing Justice 

550. Imam r Ali (a.s,) — when asked which at the two is better, justice 
or generosity: "Justice puts things in their places while 
generosity takes them out front their directions. Justice is the 
general guideline (that applies to the whole community and is 
essential for the survival of' the society) while generosity is an 
exceptional case; consequently, justice is superior and more 
distinguished of the two." 1 

53E Imam 'All (a.s.): “He who acts with justice, Cod will safeguard 
his kingdom/'" 

532. Imam f A!i (a.s.): “Observe justice and you will rule.”' 

533. Imiim f Ali (a.s,): “Do justice lo |be able to] govern,” 4 

534. Imam 1 AIJ (aac): "Nothing has safeguarded stales like justice. 1 ''' 


J Mfthj nt-BiiUifhtih) Aphorism 437, Rax-itil a I Wg'i£in, p, Si 1. 

2 Ghurar td-Hikam, h 8722. 

3. CbuTiiral-Hikiim, h. Z25h 'Uyftn al-Hiftam im a\*-Mafyd'r$ t p- 81, h- I'Jfcl 

4. GbjtrUT uI-Hikam, h 2223, Uynn stiHiktim kw ai-MnTtra p. 78; !i -“Hf:. 

s. GhftrfiT til-Hikam, h. 9571, 'UyNri ai JJikam w tii-Mawa p. .57fi, h. H7I2. 
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535. Imam r AIi (a.s.): "Nothing safeguards states like practicing 
justice in tbem.' ,[ 

536. Imam f Ali (a.s.): l| A jus? government is one of the necessities, 112 

537. Imam 'Alt (a.s.): "Do justice so that your authority may 
continue,” 1 

538. Imam 'AH (a.*.): 11 [’lie stability of sovereignty is [dependent 
upon] justice.” 4 

539. Imam 'Ah (a.s,); "Obedience is a shield for the subjects and 
lustice is a shield for the governments." 71 

540. Imam : Ali (a.s,): "The stability of governments is [dependent 
upon] setting up jusi traditions.” 0 

54L. Imam VUE (a.s,): “In justice lies the emulation of Divine 
traditions and [grounds forj .stability of the Governments.”' 

542, [mlm 'AH (a.s.): ”Hc who does justice will be in no need of 

j o 

Companions.” 

543. Imam r Ali (a.s.): "lustice is [the Source of] stability for the 
ruled.” 11 

544. Imam 'Ah (a.s.): “Justice is [ihe source of] stability for people." 10 

545, Imam r A li {a.s.) ; “The advantage of justice is its organising of 
people.” 11 

54f>. Imam r Ali (a.s,); “Justice is Lbe system of ruling, 


b Chumt id-Hikam . h ■4-4. Uysin al-Hiktim -run nl-Maz Pd'Y-j, p. 4.h r,',n;i ■;. 

2 Qhnmr al-llikam , h 31 so. 'Uyu-n stt-Htk&m wa af-Mawa /£, p. iw, b 4G68- 

1 Gburaf nt-lUkam, h 22n.y 'Uynn al-Hikum wr? ai-Mawd'ig, p. S3, h I95& 

■1. a-Mumi ' ig.iti- 'yj d1 Ljh;+, p, 54 
5. Ghumr ttl-tfikflnt t b 1873, 

b. GhitTdTal-Hikam t h 4'.'I5, 'Lynn at-Hiknw wa al-Mnwaiz, p. 217, h, 4^63. 

7. Ghiiraral-ilikatity h 6496, 'Uydn nl-HiKnm mi al-Mawd'ig, p. 355, Jl (m 2 } 

IS. Churnr itl-Hikam, h. &ri69, 'Uytin /iMJi&am wa p. 44 L r h, .'665, af-Sirat 

id-Mtttlmpm , v li |. lijjp 222. 

9 . Ghstmy sl-Hikan:, !n t-Ov. Uyun ai-Hikum ai-Mn-U'd'it, p .in, h 466, Ibid, p. .is, 
h, «4. 

[0. Gburar ai-Hikan ?, b. Mi. 

LE. Gbu mr nl-Hikant , b. IS 19. 

12. Churar ;ii-hhkam, b, 7'74. Uyfm aril sham fra ai Maieet j<, p. .il, h 9 £2. 
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547. Jmam 'All («os r ); “God the Glorified made justice the stability of 
the subjects, parity from tyranny and sms, and the cause of 
easy execution ol jthe rules ofj Islam.”' 

548. Imam 'All (a.s.): "'When the subjects fulfill the rights of the 
ruler and the ruler fulfils their rights, then the right will attain 
the position of honor among them, the ways ol religion 
become established, signs of justice become fixed and the sannu 
will be practiced. In the light of this, time [life] will improve, 
the continuity of government will be expected and the coveted 
objects of the enemies will be frustrated,' 1 * 

549. Imam f Ali (a.s.): “Justice is the strongest foundation.” 3 

55IL Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “The world is like a garden whose wayfarer is 
the shftn'a (religious law); the shart is a king whose obedience 
is obligatory; obedience is a way by which the ruler will last; the 
ruler is a shepherd whom the troops help; the troops are 
assistants who are dependent on wealth; the wealth is [a means 
of| sustenance that the people gather; people are masses who are 
made obedient and submissive by justice; and justice is a 
foundation on which the world is based. 11 " 

551. Imam r Ati (a.s.): "Justice is the bust of two policies."" 

552. Imam r Ali (a.s,): "Justice is the only sufficient policy . 1 ” u 

555. Imam 4 Ali (a.s.): “Politics can be measured by Justice only”' 

554. ]mant 'Ali (a.s.): “The best oi politics is [doing] iuslice/" 


J Ghurar uLHikclrt!. h. 4789, Lfv&II al-Hthtirrt Vid al-MttSDA ig f p. -!ij. h. 43Si 
2 )\/shj al- Bn iiigbah ■ S r rnt 11 n 2 16. A Is o c f , t! K, ijf v\ ■. 8, p 3 52, h 1 Si ■ 

3. Ghumr al-IJfkdm-, h- Sfij. 

4 Bifnir Al-sbiisniT, voi. .'8, p. *3, h. S7. 

5 GfaurtiT af-flikam, h. 1 frSft. 

<j Ghurar itt-Nikam, \) 703 h '.Uyitn al-Iiikam m? al-Mawaif p 386. i &537. 

V GhiT$T al-Hikam, h. 97U, '{lyun ai-Hik&m wn m 7 h H%o 

8, Gbumr at-Hifutirt, h +94U, Vyxn al-Hikans &<; nlMswa% t p 23" t li J506 
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555. [mam 'All (a.s«): “No mastery is like justice ill politics.”' 

556. Imam Ali (a.j,): "The beauty oi politics is [doing] justice in 
ruling and forgiveness at the time oi [enjoying] power. 

557. [mam VUi (a,s.)i “The subjects are not reformed except through 
justice. 

553. Imam Wli (a.s.)i “Make religion your sanctuary and justice your 
sword so as to be safeguarded from any evil and gain victory 

n4 

over every enemy. 

559. imam 'Ali (ji.s.)i “If the government is based on justice and 
supported by wisdom, God will make His friends victorious 
and vilify Ilis enemies,” ' 

560. Imam 'Ali (a.s,); “The hearts of the ruled are treasures oi the 
rulers. Whatever justice or injustice he stores in them, he will 
find [the same];" 6 

56J. Imam All (a.s.): “Cities will not flourish except through 
justice,' 11 

562. Imam 'Ah (as.): “Justice of the king is better than the 
abundance and fertility of the times and life.”' 

563. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “in the shadow ct justice, bounties multiply. 11 ' 

564. Imam 'Ali (a.Sn): “He who does justice will gain power. 

1 , Gbitrar (rf-Uikam, h Lfyt'rri aJ-Hikam wa al-Mttwd Vjt. p. W4, h. lull 5 

2. {J&ttrnritl-Hihtm, h 4772, 'Uynn ttl-Hikam ma ni-Mnwti t£. p. 223, h. 435ii 

y ShyrtiT fil-Hikam, h. I jJ"■ ik 4213, 'Vyx# alblikam mt £iI-Mawn'i$, p 103, h. 53^ 

4 . fihttmr r, h 243 5, 'Uyiin al-Pikam wn (iI-Ma&fl'ifr p 27 f h 1353, 

5. Gh:\Tii7 al-Uihum, ii Min, ' Uyiitf al-Jiikam i-x; p- ' h. 297 1 - 

6 GfrKmr alljikam, h, 6S25, Ify#* ttNiikam «w a! Mass*'i& p :Voyh 62-13, 

/. Ghsirn? al-lUhtm, h. 9547, 'Vytin rf-IjifoiM wi\ a p 4BI. h. aH64. 

!■;. MaitUih nl-Sn 'tii\ p 

4 G&xwrdl-Hiktim. 3j. 12JI, LW aUJikfi*r at-Mawti'ig, p. JSa, h 385s. 

10, Gfritmr ftUjtktti*, h. W 11, 'Vyitu al-Hikam wa p 42 a, h 72 >jj, 
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565. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “He who b rings i List ice to cities, God will 
bestow His mercy upon him."' 

566k Imam 'Ali (a-s.) - among the aphorisms attributed to him; 
“Those who treat the subordinate justly, will be treated justly by 
the superior. 1 ^ 

567. Imam 'All (a.s,); “No reward is greater with God than the 
reward for a just ruler and a benevolent person.”' 

568. Imam r Ali (a.s.)r “There arc two things whose reward cannot be 
measured: forgiveness and justice,'" 1 * * * * 

569. Imam "Ali (a.s.)- “The policy of justice lies m three: leniency 
along with prudence, full enforcement of justice and generosity 
along with moderation.”' 

571), Imam f Ali (a.s,): "In establishing justice, seek assistance from 
haying goodwill towards people, iiltle expectation and plenty 
of piety.” [l 

See Chapter 5ix, 6/1 (Establishing Justice). 

IU/1 - 2 

Good Management 

571, Imam 'All (a.*,); “Ruling is nothing but policies/' 7 * 9 

572, Imam 'Ah (a.s.): "He whose administration is good, Ids 
supremacy will last J>s 

573, Imam 'Ali (a.s,): “Good politics immortalizes supremacy/’* 


1 Gfoi ra J allJika w . h. S G.1 8 , 7 h « n a f / /.' him -y nl-Mawa '.'Z. p■ 4GP, h. S 3ft l - 

2 Shark Nnhj al-Baffight*h\ ZO/iUb/jB*. 

Z. &w fll-Hiktiiri, h. 7iib, Vy*x at-Mikam wa et-Mawa'iz, p. 440, ll. 

а. Ghurdr ahHikam, b- 57G9 f ’Uyiln at-Hika™ wa a; Mawa i£, p. 2^7, b. .5298 

5. Ghttfiit if-i-Ijikum, h 5592, 'Lynn ai-Hikum al-Maiaa p. 284, h. 5141. 

б. Ubitrar al-Hikdm, h. 2406. 'Vyuti at-jjikatrt mi alMateeiz, p- 77, h. iB&J 

7. Ghnrarxl-Ntk/im, h. 17, Vyiin al-Ijiham am alAlami'ifr p. 13, li, 45. 

S. Ghurai all Ilham, h. MS, Nagm Parar ai-Simtayrt, p. Lt-u 

9 Ghurar al-Hskiim, h 4S20, 'Uyiin d-Hiharti wa aIrMawa T i& P- 21'), h. 4409 
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574. Imam 'Ali (a s.): “Good politics is [the source of] steadfastness 
of the subjects," 1 

575. Imam T Ali (a,s,): “He who follows good politics, obedience to 
him will be made incumbent,” 

576. Imam 'Ali (a.s.)t “Through good politics there will be righteous 
manners.” 1 * * S 

10/1 - 3 

Good Behavior 

577. Imam 'Ali (a.s,): "Good behavior is the beauty of power and a 
haven for go vern ing."‘ r 

57S. Imam 'Ali (a.s.h 'Tic whose good behavior increases, people 
agree on his superiority."'' 

579. Imam ’Ali (a.s.)i "lie who LreaLs people nicely will, be treated 
likewise,” 6 

10/1 - 4 

Vigilance in Taking Care of Affairs 

580. Imam E A!i (a.s.)t “Vigilance in taking care of the affairs is a sign 
of |the permanency of] sovereignty." 

SSI. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): "It is sagacious to be vigilant in securing the 
rights of the subjects and to feign negligence of their offences 
against you.”* 

582. Imam 'Ali {a.sj: “Lack of heedkssiuss leads to the [permanency 
of the] states, 

1 Ghuin-r al-ffikd^.h 4SLti, Vyun uI-Hikam p h 

2 Cihuraral-Mikdfft, h S0S3-, 'Uyun ulHtkam ica Miawaifr p -c3i, h, tuh^ 

3, ulKaj /, vc.)| i, p. in, h. 34. 

4. Gburar ai-Hifuirti, h. 4647 

5. Ghxrar zf-Hikiiffit h. &4i>7, 7 Jyu-n a! llikam v.*a ni-Alawa 'iz, p. 43S, li i'-Hi 

6, Ghurar■/tl-Hikarti, h. 871*. T Jyiiit Al-ijikam tta alMawai^ p. +io, h T 633. 

" Gkitrar h. 9m 'Vyun wa alMawit Tg, p. 169, h S55S. 

S Ghuraraf-Mikam, Ji. <W07, 'Uy&n nl-tfikant wa al-Mav^'i^ p 470, h. 8597, 

y Ghiirar fit-Hikam, h 9.-iIn, 'Oynn nl-Hikam ww MUw&'ifc p 473, h, Sr-,.:8 
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10/2 

Causes uf the Decline of States 
10/2 -1 
Tyranny 

5S3. Imam r Ali (a.Ji.)r “The worst ruler js he who oppresses his 
subjects.” 1 

584. Imam r Ali (a.s.); “He who does injustice to his subjects assists 
his adversaries. 

585. Imam r Ali (a.s.f: “Injustice ruins the subjects. 11 ' 

586. Imam 'Ali (a.s.}: "Injustice devastates the cures.”' 1 4 5 

587 . Imam 'Ali (a.s,): “He who treats his subjects unjustly, God 
would destroy his sovereignLy and expedite his overthrow and 
destruction.”' 

588. Imam "Ali (a.*.) - in his instructions to Malik al- Ash Lai: “Make 
sure that you, the members of your family and those whom yon 
favor from amongst your subjects observe justice as regard to 
Allah and the people. For indeed if you do nor do s.o, you have 
wrouged. And as for he who wrongs the servants ol God, God 
is his adversary instead of His servants. God renders null and 
void the argument of whosoever contends with Him. Such a 
person will be God’s enemy until he desists or repents. Nothing 
is more conducive to rite removal of God’s blessing and (he 
hastening of HU vengeance than to continue in wrongdoing, 
for God listens to the call of the oppressed and He is always on 
rhe watch against the wrongdoers.” 6 


3. Ghttniral-m«*«, h - TW td-Hiknm va at-Mami p 79S. h 32K1 
2. G&nrarAl-ifiSuim, h. 7815, AW aHjikam baal-Mawatfr p 42$. h. ~rm 
1. Gfatrar til-Hikam, h. HOT, Vyw *1 Hit am wa jiWW/w* .% p. a?, li. <V)5. 

4. Ghhraral-tfikam t h. n«8, 'IJy&n ai-fliiaiu vt>a aliWawak, p h JtW7. 

5. Ghitmr nl-Hikiiirt y h £''40. 

6. Ntihj t ilBalagtoth. Letter ii. Tuba/ai 1 2.7. Also cf, Qa'a m alht&m, wL l. 

p.155. 
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589 . Imam 'Ali (a.s + ) - to Ziyad ibr AbThj “Act on justice and keep 
aloof from violence and injustice because violence will lead 
Lhem to forsake their abodes while injustice will prompt them 
to take up arms /' 1 

590. Imam h A1 i (a.s._): ‘'Any king to whom Cod bestows power and 
blessing and he employs them in order to oppress people, rt is 
incumbent on God to take them back from him. Do you not 
see the words of God: b Indeed God don not change a people\ luU 
unlm they change what is in then souls 1 " ' 

591. Imam “Ali (a.s.J: “In continuous wrongdoings Ires destruenon of 

IK 4 

power. 

592. Imam 'Ali (a,s,): "fie who wrongs in his rule, his slate will 
decline. * 1 

593. Imam ? Ali (a.s.): "Wrongdoing is the worst oi policies,”' 1 

594. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): "Ik: who wrongs in his statecraft, people will 
wish for his ruining,”'’ 

595. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “The oppression of an oppressor would lead to 
his destruction."* 

5%. Imam 'Ah “He who oppresses will be destroyed by lus 

^ ’ n9 

oppression. 

597, Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “Injustice is one of the two destroyers/ 11 u 


]. Nab; al-Btiltightik Aphorism 476 Alsocf,, Kawd.u d-Wa'i^u, p, 5EI 
2. Qtir'An, :.i:L I 
3 Ink ad til-Quhib, p. 66. 

4. GhffTfiT rtl-Hik&m, h. fr>1 3, 'Uynn AlHikam .d-MduHi'k, P- 3SS, h. wci4. 
y, Ghumr a I Hika,m , h 

IS. Ghttfar b. l ^K, ' Uwi?; at-Hi&am c-.\ aLMtiteaifa p i^/i, h V)7i;. 
7 GfotTUT ui-Hikanu h 'Uynn (il-Hikam awr a?-Manus Ig, p. 1 m, l;j atist 

5. (il-Maw/i 'i$ id *Adash_rva t p. 

y. Ghurm al-tfikmrrt, h. 7636, Uyun dt-Hifuiw isa ai-A1trwti';$, p 1 ”, h. sun 
10 Gbufarat-IGkam, h. 1657. 
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598. Imam r AJi (a«s.)r "Oppression causes the steps to stumble, brings 
about an end to blessings and destroys nations/ ,J 

599. Imam + Ali (a,s.)t "Tyranny ruins power.' 1 " 

6U(h Imam *ALi <a.s.): 'He who does not secure the rights of an 
oppressed from the oppressor, God will dispossess his power. 1 ' 

10 / 2-2 

Unlawful Bloodshed 

4)0L Imam 'Alt (a*-) — in his instructions to Malik aJ-Ashtar 
"Beware of blood and spilling it unlawfully, for nothing h 
more deserving of vengeance, greater in its consequent:*: or 
more likely to (bring about) a cessation of blessing and the 
cutting off of [one's appointed) term than shedding blood 
unjustly. God, the Glorified, on the Day of Resurrection will 
begin judgment among Ills servants over the blood they have 
shed. 

So never strengthen your rule by shedding unlawful blood, 
for that is among the factors which weaken and enfeeble ;t, nay, 
and rather overthrow and transfer it. You have no excuse before 
God and before me for deliberate killing, for in that there is 
bodily [talionj retaliation. If you are stricken by error and your 
whip, your sword or your hand should exceed their bounds m 
punishment - harmed anyone by mistake - never lei the 
arrogance of your authority prevent you from paying the 
relative 1 ', of the killed Lheit rightfully due.” 1 

602. Imam 'AH (a.s.)r “The survivors of the sword' arc larger in 
number and more in descendants.” 


]. Ibid, b 1734. 

2. Gharar h. B&5, Vyxs ftl-Hikatn viv-i al-Mawa rj, p. 5 l h h. | "'!9 

3. Gburdr al-Hiktim h 8%6, r Uym sil-Hikam wa al-Mawa V.e, p. 12R, h 7 ;m 

4. Nakj al-BnUghah, Letter 53, Tnh&f al-‘UqKl t . [■' 144. 

5 God will not let ibeii blood be wasted and will increase die namber al' those whu 
remain al'tet them.. 

G. Nabj /tl-Baid&baft, Aphorism *u, 'IJyuti uI-Hi/ctttn wa p. \»t\ h I mi- 
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10/2-3 

Mismanagement 

603, Imam 'All (a.s,): “Mismanagement, causes destruction.' 1 ' 

604, Imam 'Ali (a.s,); Ll He who mismanages will hasten his destruction. 1 ' 

605* Imam J AH (a.s.); ' There 3re four reasons [for the state] to fall 
off: mismanagement; the evil of extravagance; failing to take 
lessons; resorting lg loo many apologies and excuses/' ' 

606. Imam 'Ali {*.*.): "He who fails in politics will be belittled in 
leadership,^ 

61)7. Imam 'All (a.s,): H Political feebleness is the blight of the leaders.""* 

608. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): “Ht whose management falls behind |the 
community] his destruction comes forward.” 1 * 

609. Imam r Ali (a.s,): “He who mismanages, his destruction will lie 
in his mismanagement/ 1 ' 

6L0. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “When 
the rule of a group is expired, they become frustrated in their 
opinions. 

10/2-4 

Arrogance 

All. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: 
“Arrogance and possession css arouses envy, envy brings about 
enmity, enmity causes disunity, disunity causes separation. 


J Churnr al-Ffikam, h. 55‘JL, Uwrf a ?a al-Mannd '/>, p. 2RI, h Sttfcil. 

2 GbuntT itl-Hikam, h. 7906. 

V Cham* al-IIiktirn, li. LUMi. ‘Uyiin al-Hikum ws nf-Mfi-wfl >.& p 552, h. 10176 
4. Gbxrar (ii-Kikam, h. B5M, 'Uynn a\ l likam mt al-Mama 'i$ t p. 450. :i SO JI 
y GhiiTiM uiIJtfiitm, h yyil t 'Uyxv al-H:kxm al-Maw<t'i& p. IttL, h. 37U3. 

(i. Gbitrar ( ii-Hik,;tu, h 8045 & K46, 'Oytin al-ftikam wn nlMawsifr p. 41"t, li. 7.52.1. 
7. Gktfntt iliHikf |-m, 5j BTfiK, UpKB lii-Hikatt! ZtW ni-MaTFil'k, p. -'38, h. 7602 
ft. Sharh Nflhj (il-Ba/agbak, vq], 2ti, p. Km. h. 465. 
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Chapter I en. SLate Policies 

separation caries feebleness feebleness causes degradation, which 
[in turn' ruins the governments and destroys bounties. 

612. Imam 'Ah (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik. aLAshrar: "Then 
surely the ruler has favorites and intimates among whom there 
is a certain arrogance, transgression and lack of equity in 
transactions. Remove the causes of these [qualities} by cmting 
off their roots, Bestow no fiefs upon any of your entourage or 
relatives, nor let them covet from you the acquisition of an 
estate which would bring loss to the people bordering U in 
(terms of) water supply or a common undertaking, the burden 
of which would be imposed upon them. Its benefit would he 
for those (who acquired the fiefs) and not for you and its 
disgrace would be upon you in this world and the next. 

Impose the right {ul-hnqq) upon whomsoever it is due, 
whether he be related to you or not. Be patient in this and look 
to your (ultimate) account, however this may alfect your 
relatives and favorites. Look for the ultimate end in that (i-c., 
imposing the right) which weighs heavily again si you, in: its 
outcome will be praiseworthy.” - 

rt 13 , imam r A1 i (a.s.) in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: 
“Beware oi arrogating for yourself that in which men are equal; 
and of negligence in that which is of concern a iter it has 
become manifest to the eyes (of men), for these things will be 
held against you for (the benefit of) others; and (beware of 
negligence) of the fact that Utile remains until the coverings of 
affairs are lifted from you and i us lice is demanded from you 
for the wrong.”' 5 

614. ! mam 'Ali (a.s.) - regarding 'Utinman: “I am putting before you 

his case. He ruled whh arrogation and did it badly. You 
protested against ii and commuted excess therein. With Cod 
lies the real verdict upon the arrogant and the impatient. 


I [bid, vol. 20 p. H-% h 961. 

2. Nuhj Ai-Bcildghnk, i end 53. Tfthaf p- M l, 

3. Nahj al-Batagbeb, Letter S3, Tuhtifal-’Uqxh p i4'\ Vyxn 

p. m> h, 

4 j \ ! aJ# al-Rd&gkah, Sermon sn 


cii-Hikam al-Mstwii si. 
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10/2-5 

Violation of the Principles 

615* Imam "Ali (a.s.): "There are four reasons for states lo decline: 
violating the principles, holding omo the secondary things, 
giving priority to the villainous and putting aside the elite. 

616. Imjm r Ali (a.s.); 'The coming to power of the villainous and 
lire parvenu is an indication oi sts [the stale s] dissolution and 
decline.”" 

617. Imam r AU {a.s,}: "The decline of states, lies in the employment 
of the basest of men.”'' 

10/3 

Recommendations Concerning Socio-Political Relations 

10/3- 1 

Comparing others with Oneself 

618* Imam \Ali {a.s.) - in his will to his son Hasan (.a.sj: "What wise 
words are more comprehensive than [saying]: you should aspire 
for others what you aspire for your sell and to dislike tor others 
what you dislike tor your sell.* 1 

619* Intam r Ali (a.s.): "It is the duty of the ruler to choosy lor his 
subjects what he chooses foi himself.”' 1 

620. Imam [ Ali (a.s.) in his letter lo Muhammad tbn Abi hakr: 
"Long for vour subjects whatever you long for yoursdi and 

!. GJhtftttr h. Iii't56. 'Uyritt af-ljikam tod at-AUww rf. p 55f>, h. IIH57 

2. Ghunw% 452.1, 'Uyrin ai-Wtkam uw pi 2(0. h. 0^ 

3. Qhataj d-fjikam, b- 548A, Vyfin at-lliUm toil p. 37S, Jv 4098. 

4, Tnhitfiil Upll x p. hi, Bihar/tM?iTWt r vol 7^ p. 208, h. I. 

5, Ghtimr al-ffik&m. h, 93J5, Vytia al-Hikum w* p 469, h,. 8S67 
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your household, and dislike for them whatever you dislike for 
yourself and your household,” 

621. Imam 'All (a,s,) - in his instructions to his son Hasan (a.s.fe 
“Make yourself a scale between you and others. You should 
aspire for others whaL you aspire for yourself and dislike for 
others what you dislike for yourself, Do not oppress, as you 
would not like to be oppressed. Do good Lo others as you 
would like good to be done to you. Consider as ignoble for 
yourself" that which you consider as ignoble for others. Be 
pleased with what others do, that which you would like others 
lo be pleased with,” 3 

622. Imam 'All (a,s.) - from his instructions to his son Muhammad 
ibn at-Hanafiya; “My son! Do good lo all people as you like 
good to be done to you and long tor others what you would 
long lor yourself. Consider as ignoble lor your sell that which 
you consider as ignoble ior others. Be amiable to all people so 
that when you are away they would be looking forward to your 
return and when you die they would weep for you and say: 
u fndtfd wf lilting j'r' God, and to Hun do w a mdefd return-' Do 
not he like those aboul whom when they die, people would say: 
"All pra 7 !"r' belongs to Cod, Lord of all the worlds A 

623. Imam ’Ah (a.s.): '"'The most equitable treatment of people is that 
you deal witli people as you like lc be dealt with 

624. Imam r Ali (a.s.) - From an aphorism attributed to him: "Treat 
people_ in any manner you wishj they would treat you the 

fc»S 

same. 

1U/3 ^ 2 

Sclf-Ksteem 

625. Imam "All (a.s.): “Honor yourself [by avoiding! every ignoble 
thing even though it may take you to your aspirations, 

], m-Amalt try at-Mu fid. p 269. h 3. Tiirafnl-'Uqti!, p. iSil. at' A mail by al-TusI, p-3fi, 
li. 31, nI-Gkardt, vol. J, p. 249 

2. i\'H.d ul-Bni^ghuh, Lcitci i i, Kushf nl-Mithdija, p. iit>. 

2 Man 14 v/ddsiodui af-Pa^fh, vol i„ p. 1S7, h. i&34, 'Unto al-llikatn rtu> H-Mawa <i, 
p. 7% h. ]y]4. 

4. GhtfTttr ul-Hikum, h 3170, 7 lyttn aIhHkam w?a p. JLfl, Ji, 25GK). 

,S. Sbarh Nub; tli BtUaghah, vol. 20, p, 309, h. 333. 
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because you will not get an y return for the respect, which you 
have spent.” J 

626. Imam 1 2 * 4 Ali {a.s.): 11 Keeping away from the low things would 
debase the enemy.”" 

627. Imam r Ali (a.s.): "Do not act in a way that ruins your prestige." 1 

628. Imam r A Li (a.s.): “Let it be death, rather than lowering oneself 
with disgrace!”' 

629. Imam r Ali (a.s,): "G People! Certainly death is mure preferable 
than to be disgraced; and to be whipped is more preferable 
than lo be humiliated and vilified.” 5 &. * * 

630. Imam r AI i (a.s,): “Let it be death but not humiliation, Let it be 
little but not disgrace-”' 1 

631. Imam r Ali (a.s.): “Let there be lack but not encounter with 

j ■ *i7 

disgrace. 

10/3 3 

Refraining from Enmity 

632. Imam 'Ali (a.s,): "Refrain from having malice in the hearts, 
hatred in the chests, turning away (from each other's help) and 
withholding assistance from one another.” 1 * 

633. Imam H AM (a.s.): “Interact With people in a manner that if you 
were lo die they would cry for you, and if you were to live they 
would yearn for you”" 


1. iVfl/y at-Balaghab Letter JI, Gburar ai-Hikann, h. 2d 38, 'Uyjtn tpa a! 

Mtjzna'ifr p. 85, h 2056. 

2. GhxT&rat-lhkam, h 97^4, (Jy&n arljikatoi wa al-Mawd'i^ p. 4SS, h 

3 ■ Ghttrar h 1023-1, 'L yan ttl-lUk<i?n wx nl-Ma wii '.y, p ' 1 H, h. r JJ . 

4. Gkifrar aJ-i hkam, h. 56E, 'L'ytlji al-fjfkam wa aJ-Maiefa'if. p 33, h. 62 L 
5- al-KfiJi, v01 8, p. 31, h. 4 r Tuhaftii-'lJqtfl, p. 207. 

fi. Gkitr&r ftt-Hikam, l.i Ifiu &t V>2, Ni tit} til- Balitghtih, .Ajshor i.s-m ?%, 'Uywii a/'- IJikatii 
x/d td-Mawtf 'iz, [1 3i, h- iV'Tl. 

7. GhuniT cd-H:kuy?i, h. 9802, 'Itytin td-Hikum n><! al-Mawa tz„ p. ' '-s. h, 9:i: i 

&. Na.hj ni-Baltfghtih, Sc iino:i l'. jZ r Gburnt al-Hika ?k, h. -."■t.i, Y Jymi tji-f-fikdm jwa a;- 

p- set), h. 4046. 

9. Vi/ hjal-BnHithith 1 Aphorism to, (jburarai-Hikam, li 507" 
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634, [main p Ali (a.s-R “The peak of ignorance is enmity with people," 1 

635. Imam J Ali (a.s.): u lt is among unseemly choices to seek dominance 
over one’s peers and to incur enmity towards people.’" 

636, [mam 'Aii fa.s.): "He who fights against people will he [ought a yam si. "’ 

637. Imam 'Alt (a.s.): Sociability prolongs friendship," - 

63S. Imam 'Aii (a.s,): ‘'Through having good relationship, friendship is 
prolonged.” 

639* Imam 'Aii (a.s.): "Deceptions are the roars of the transformations of 
the states/’ 1 ' 

640* lm.im 'Ah (a,.*,): f 'liven one enemy is lou many. 51 * * * * ' 

641, Imam r AI i "My children! Beware of hostility to people, since 

they are either of rhe two groups: the wise who would play tricks Oil 
you: or the ignorant who would quickly retaliate. Statement ts 
masculine while response is feminine, so whenever the masculine and 
the feminine become one. then there must be a result/’ 

He then recited the following poem: 

'The honorable is he who avoid* responding 

And b r who i'J foUmxt toward', people wifi dihuvi his goat. 

He who ha< respect for people i -itill be mp& ud by them mo: 

And be who humiliates people, imli rtX'cive no fespeot. 

10/3 - 4 

Loyalty in Agreements 

642, Imam ‘Aii (a.s.): “O l’eopte! Surely loyalty in agreements is the 
soulmate and twin of trulJi. I do not know a better shield more 
protective (against the assaults of sin) than it One who knows how 
the Resurrection Day js 


1. GbUTctr abHikam, h, Vyuti aid irk aw t *a ai-MeiSftids. p. 264, h- 4SM. 

2. Churn ml Hiksm\ h, 9^2 & C M29, Vyun H-Hihatn saw alMoroa'rc, h. 

1 Gftttrar a! ntkom, l.i, 9£H3, 'Liyfui ai-Hikam -find al-MAura'i& p. 457, h- ^2 

4 ChnreiT u!-Hiknm, U, ■i;-jl 1, 'Uytln ai-ljiftant •am alJMawd'i$, p- 22P, It- 

> ChurnT dhijtk/jm, h. nut), 'Uyfirt af-JIikam wa alMowsViz, p i>!7, h. 36213 

h GhuTAT ttUjikgm, h- IJJp, Vyiin ,e NJtkftm wa tihMnwd% p S2 7 8 , h. 2')02 

7 Ghur^failjikaw, h. 1145, 'Uy&n fil-Hikani uni AM/wxt'f?,, p. *5, h I L<iv 

8. A-Kbiud, p. 72, Jv Ill, Rawd&ud Wat&n, p. 4it. 



594 


Imam All and Political Leadership 




j \ 1 


r .jiL_dL ^b Jl p"J^y't J i ■%* 1 i y* ;^j.643 
_4 :sjJLc- dil^j C-'O-ii- o)_y -- d-Ui-n tdl ij - ,644 

ij- -_iL™i L^-J L^ubaS'U dliO ir-jl J 4*1 j_ijLi --O dAv? - V , , K 4. ' 1 

^ ft -* >A^ I ^d/l (- 'jj 1 tJ-LJ ^ -p- La U_J^ 

■J^5_ j r4jU dJJni ,p_J JO-j . .i f-b d 1 ft-dixj ^jA pt^jl jl y 

^. - . S ,- ^ ^ L _ „ -■ ,. . J -■ ... 

Vj i-di-^-Aj jji-LO ,jJa!| 'j-Li^T^v 1 La drj^-L^ll 

jjj J-^L- ■&'' Ja V Mj i 

^ ^ r' j.- y ( C. 1* £. i|. -■ fc £ ^ ^ ^ 

J,l 'l^jW ^U^J' gLAj- lLai cAjj sJ^j-P aL 1 JA*- 

.flj- y Jja- *)j j J'^J^ . ej'_p- ,jj O j .. f? 

, A_d ^o 1 i -L*j j 4J ^ j-- dr j^* - ' ^ JAajI J -b jj^~ '■Jd-E- jJiaj ^ j 

db S-»Y 4j>-L_j1j 1 ^JLf d,] <Ci' J-j tilA_d y\ JrY-0 idJul 4^ Ju 

LI j i Cj-o 'b£ ^ jd- ^ j&- az^j 'krf- j ^ i __hJj I y I ^ P-^ 


> _. ^ 


. dJb i ilbji L^j y<£ ^ i vd ¥ L ■sj -CU1 di-f dAj 


. [ 2 1 / ^ 'i ^ i >v 4 A )■ i • ._-“iJ 1 ' 

d ; j 3 1 li 4 ■" 15 2 ^1 . JtA'yfj ,~£J-i 0 tr* \ ■ h^- ^ S Lj ^ ' i-4121 Vi 1 ^4 I ^ 1 ■ ^{■.■■ , ^iLf- 

. 1 ^>u s 0 ; Aijijllj j i 1 1 |J ai* ^ ^ 11 

. S |j 1 >1 ;.- 4 2 1 '■ A*'^J '[j ' lA r 

{ ’ 3^'.v l.^/ tif) tt-n-'l ■ _j--_j ^l.'A-j.'I ^UjJI i 

■ ijj-LAj 3 6 £ 1 a ¥> jrJif-j f‘-*-\jJ z : ^ , -'^. rI? ■ J^ 1 '' -^«>- r v53 ■— 1 '>^- 1 .|^f' '■ 

. 3 4 # ,3 r ■ 2-'jA' ■ 


Chapter Ten: State Policies 


595 

shall never betray, We are in a period when most oi the people 
regard betrayal as wisdom. In these days the ignorant call it the 
excellence of cunning-' 11 

643. Imam 'Ali (a.s,): "The best [feaLurc in relation roj Islam is to 
fulfill one’s pledges.”' 

644. Imam r A!i (a.s,) - in his instructions lo Malik al-Ashtar: "If you 
bind an agreement between yourself and your enemy or grant 
him a protective covenant {dhunnrah), guard your agreement in 
good faith and tend to your covenant with loyalty. Make of 
yourself a shield before what you have granted, for men, despite 
the division among their seers and the diversity of their 
opinions, are nor united more firmly in any of the obligations 
(imposed upon them) by God than in attaching importance lo 
fidelity in agreements. The idolaters had already adhered to 
that (honoring agreement) among themselves before the 
Muslims, by reason of the evil consequences oi treachery that 
they had seen. So never betray your protective covenant, never 
break your agreement and never deceive your enemy, for none 
is audacious before God buL a wretched fool, God has made 
Ills agreement and Has protective covenant a security, which 
] h: has spread among the servants by the Grace of His Mercy 
and a sanctuary in whose impregnability they may test and in 
whose proximity they may spread forth, Within it there is no 
corruption, treachery or deceit. 

Do not make an agreement in which you allow deficiencies 
and rely not upon ambiguity of language after confirmation 
and finalization (of the agreementj. Let not the difficulties of 
an affair in which an agreement before God is binding 
upon you invite you to seek its abrogation unjustly. For your 
patience in the hardships of an affair, hoping for its solution 
and the blessing of its outcome is better than an act of 
treachery that you fear its consequences and being questioned 
by Allah and you could not ask for forgiveness for it in this 
world and the next, 11 '"' 


1 N*bj aJ-Balaghuh) Sermon -it, Kha^‘h alA 'imma, p. 98, Vyttn sl-ljikaw ■«>« ,i- 
Mawa fi! n p. i -U, h ^iVS. 

2 'Hyatt id-Hikam -,vj aiMawi t'.%. p 471, h • Sftld. 

3 , Mu hi al-Balightib, Letter 53, ftihxf rtl-'L',fit!, p. its. Also cG Da A 'rm nl-l vol . 
p. 464. 
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10/3 — 5 

Discharging Obligations 

645, Imam 'Ali (a.v): ‘"Return she trust lo the person who has trusted 
you, even though he would be the murderer of the children ol 
the Prophets.” r 

646, Imam r Aii (a.s.): "Do not betray him who has- regarded you as 
trustworthy, even though he has betrayed you; and do. not 
disclose his secret, although he discloses it him self Wi 

647. Imam r Ali (a.s.) — from his letter to Ash huh itm Q.jys: 
“Certain Ey, vour assignment is not a morsel for you to have hut 
it is a trust on your neck and you are hemg overseen by your 
superiors,”'’ 

648. Imam ! Ali (a.s.) - from his letter to one of his lax collectors: 
“lie whose hidden position is not different from his open 
position and whose action is not different from his words, has 
discharged his obligation and his worship is pure, 1 also order 
him that he should not harass them (subjects), should not he 
harsh towards them and should not turn away from them 
because ol superiority of an official position over them, for 
they are brothers in faith and helpers in the recovery of levies, 

Certainly you have a fixed share and a known right in tins 
levy, and there are other sharers who are poor, weak and 
starving. We shall discharge your rights. So you should pay off 
their rights, If you do not do so, you will have the largest 
number of enemies on the Day of Judgment. How wretched is 
the man whose enemies in the presence of God are the needy, 
the destitute, the beggars, the turned away, and the indebted 
and (penniless) travelers. 

He who treats the trust lightly, indulges in treachery and 
does not keep himself and his faith untarnished by ii has 
certainly secured humiliation in this world and his hurnilhmon 


I jf-Khistrft p. Ci14 h. Hi. BibAr uMnit>ar, vol 75, p 115 , h 8 

2. Tnktii at-'Uquf, |j. 81 ‘Uyiitt ai-llikam w& til-Mima p, 5 If, h. 942.fi, Bihar al- 
Anmttr, vol. 77, p. 2M f h. I. 

\ Nafy alBalagbah, Letter Ji, Jaw&hir >il-M<tia!ik vol. i, p. if. 
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aEid disgrace in Lhe next world will be greater. Surely the 
greatest treachery is the treachery against the Muslim 
community and the ugliest deceit is the deceit towards the 
Muslim leaders. Wassalaml" 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


10/3-6 

Making Use of Other People's Knowledge 

649, Imam + Ali (a T s r ): "The lost article of a wise person is knowledge. 
He should seize it anywhere it may be,” 

650, f mam 'Ali (a.s,): “Knowledge is the lost at tide of a wi.se person 
Therefore he deserves it more anywhere el may be. 

651, Imam ( Ali (i.s.)t ‘'Acquire the knowledge wherever you find it. 
Certainly knowledge is a lost article of the believer.” 

652, Imam r Aii (a,s,): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer. Seek 
it even though it is in the possession of the evil-doers,”' 

653, Imam 'AM (as.); "‘Acquire knowledge even from die polytheists/' 

654, Tmirn r AJi (a.s,): "'Knowledge is a lost article of the believer, 
Sei^e it even from the mouth of the polytheists,”' 

655, Imam r Ali (a.s.): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer. Seek 
it even from the polytheists; as you deserve it more and are 
more worthily of it,” 

656, Imam 'Ali (a.s,): “Knowledge is a Iosl article of the believer. 
Acquire it even from the mouth of the hypocrites.” 


1. jiVd bj ai-EaMgbab, letter 26, Bfy&ralAnw&r, vul. 33, p 52^ h. Vly■ 

2. Ghmar al-bitkam . h. 3897- 

3. GfouTdr a-l-ijikttm, h. 

4 . (JhnTtiTiiI-Hikam, h. 5D43, 'Uyn» ai-Hihum v.-n al-Mawti'ifa p ?A~\ h 46ZU 

5. Tuhaf al-‘If p. 261. 

6. dl-Mabaun, vol, i, p 3GG, h 771, Bibfir di-Anwar, v«|. 2 , p. <n t h. *1 

7. Tavbib <iiKh,rmiir, vol, I, p. sis. 

H aMtnali by al-tiisE, p. 623, h. 1230. 

St. Gbursir ]l. lR2y t ui-Hikan'- ttSi tti-Mawa p. 22, h. L45. 
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657. Imam 'Ali (a s,): ‘‘Knowledge is a lost article of the believer, 
Therefore acquire wisdom even from people of hypocrisy.” 

658. Imam 'Ali (a.s,): "Acquire knowledge from wherever at may 
come, because if wisdom as in the heart of a hypocrite i.L 
stammers Lit his heart until it comes forth and settles in the 
breast of the believer. 

10/3 “7 

Cultural Independence 

65M, Imam 'Ali (a.s.); “It is seldom that a man likens himself to 
people and docs not become one of them,”" 5 

66U. Imam aL-Sacfic| (a.s.): "The Commander of the Faithful would 
say: H his nation will always live with happiness as long as they 
would not wear Lhe clothing or eat the foods ol foreigners. 
However, if they did so, God would inflict disgrace upon 
them.'”" 1 2 * 4 5 6 7 

10/3-8 

Miscellaneous 

661. Imam r Ali U.v): "There shall be no prosperity where a tyrant is 
ruling. 1 ^ 

662. Imam r AH (a s ); "The blight of prosperity is the tyranny of a 
ruler. 

663. Imam 'Ali (a.s.); “Your turning away from him who inclines 
towards you is a loss of benefit while your inclination towards 
him who turns away from you is humiliation of the self”' 


1. Naty al-Bainxkuh, Aphorism ho. Khstsd 'is iiMWw, p. 94. 

2. Kktisti is til-si imma, p. 'n, Nahj (sl-Buldgbnb, Aphorism ■?<), RaW alAfciii. vol 3, p 197. 

3 NakjAl-Baiaghak Aphorism 2f;i7, Kh*a& 'iialA'irrtma, y MS, Nw^tt al-Napt, p 53, h V 

4. ai-Afiihiiw, vol 1, p. 17!i. h. I5IJJ & p- 222, li. l&tiy, BihAr nl-An-mr, voL 6£|, p. 32J, Ji Cl 

5. CibiiTaTd-Hikam, h. m79i Vyun al-Hikam wa nf-M/nvti'ijc, y ‘Mil, h. \mrt2. 

6. Ghuraritlfitkam, h. 5954, 'Uytin al-Hiham Wt : at-Mawd'i#, p, 181, h. 37E7, 

7. Nubj al-Bai&&h&k\ Aphorism 451, Bfyat alAnwar, voi, 74, y nvi, Yamibi at 
MtLWiidiis , vol. l. p 2i2, 1>. 707. 
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664. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): "He who does not incur enmity towards you is 
your friend.” 

665. Imam r Ali f-a.O: “Ik who inclines towards you in time of your 
fortune will turn away from you itl rime of your misfortune. 

666. Imam 'All (a,s»): “Have love for your frier id up to a limit* for it 
i.s possible that he may become your enemy some day; and hate 
your enemy up to a limit ior n is possible dial he may become 
your friend some day, 111 

667* [mam ahSadiq (a.s.): "The Commander of the Faithful would 
say: “Let your heart combine need lor people WJLh 
independence from them. Your need for them should appear in 
your lenient words and affability„ and your independence from 
them should appear in [maintaining] the integrity of your 
reputation and the retaining of your self esteem.'' 

66R. Imam f Al< (a,s.}i “Grant all your friendship to your friend, but 
do not fully put your LrusL in him. Help him by all means, but 
do not divulge all your secrets to him, so that you have used 
wisdom and observed bonds of friendship."'’ 1 

669. Imam 'Ali (a.s"He who does not tolerate those whom he lias 
to tolerate is nut wise,”' 

67U, Imam h Ati “Do not deal with him from whom you cannot 

■ ,i? 

extract justice. 


L il-Mu wj 3 'iz al- A da diyja . p ■ (* I 
1. 'Gb-ttrar ftl-Hi&aitt, In -HIS7H, 

Nttfrj til-Hat&gAak, Aplniriijn jan. Tubiif arVfiti, p. an ir i-Amdh l:y .lI- I usi. p.36*. 

h. 1&ii 

4 iif-Ktt/t, voI 2, P- £ 4 'J, h. l t M aajit nl-Akbbdr. p. ifil. h. I, Tithaf ai-'U^L p hH 
Kcdiz al-Fw'ii'id,, val. I. p. to 

6 Tvhafttl r UquL p. m BibdraMitwdr, voi. 73, p. 57, U. 111. 

7 GbumrnlMik^\ h. 101 py»n nt-Hikam p.-'Sli, h WOO. 
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671. Imam 'All (a.s.): “Beware of scaring your friends to rhe extent 
that it wit] force them to keep a distance and make them desert 
from you. 1 ’ 1 * 

672. Imam 'Ali (a.s.): "He whose benefit lies in your loss will never 
be free iroin hostility to you at any time.”" 

673. Imam 'Ali {a.s.f “Overlook at the time of strength and do good 
in your good turn of fortune so as to perJect your 
magnanimity/' 1 

674. Imam *Ali (a,s.): “Pvit up with your friend’s blunders for the 
lime of the enemy’s assault.” 4 * 

675. Imam "All (a.wf “People looking forward to your rewards is 
better than their fear of your punishment/' 1 

676. Imam "Ali (a.s.): “Substitute [other people’s] interest in you with 
[their] respect lor you.” 6 * 8 9 

677. Imam r Ali (a a.): “Let people hold on to Lheir rites and customs 
so [act in a way] that the innocent fed secure from you and ihe 
evil-doers be scared of you; and attend to the borders and ihe 
outskirts of cities.”' 

678. Imam Wll (a.s.); "The hurdesi of all policies is to change habits 
and customs.’"* 

679. Imam "Ali (a.s.): “People will prosper as long as they differ. 
Then when they become alike they will be ruined.”" 

6M. Imam r Ali (a.sd: "He who treats people with tolerance will enjov 

,i ■ »ii) 

Lnetr company. 


I Ghana (ii-Hikiim K h 26159, ‘Uywtt w-Hifu*™ wn p 'JH h h. :25J. 

2. Chnntt tii-Hiksm, h. 91 SO. 

3 Crbiitar ail h. 43 2 S, Uyiist aUJiham tsii p 200, I:. 4:j4S 

4. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 7-g p lob 

5 Ghtfrar a hliikam, h. 4510. 'Uyfirt af-Htkam ai-Mawa p 2H3, b. 411y 

Ci. Ghurar ai-Ntkum. h 22VI, Uytin ttl-Hikam waslMawa *$, voJ. 20, p 3JL, h. y/j. 

7 Ghu to. r a l-Hiham, h 2419.. Uyutt al-Hiktim w#. hI-M^wa '.c/t, p. 8-1, ]j !9r,i 

8. GhtiT&T tU-Hikumy h. 3W, 'Uytin tiJIlikatn wtu. ai-M*w>d'tz, p. l is, b. 26-1'J. 

9. 'Uytin AkhbM al-Ridd, to! 2, p, S3, h. 204. al’Amalr by aJ-iaduq. p. 511, b 7i8, 
Ghunir aUjikam, p. 2fl9 

tO, Gbamr urSIika-m^ h. £S6l, 'Uvmt al-Hikam ira ai-Ma-m fVjj, p. 457, h 828& 
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68L Imam r Als (a.s.)t “Obedience to the superior, respecting the 
peers .ind being equitable to the subordinate are among die 
signs of wisdom/' * 1 * 3 4 5 * 7 8 

682. imam 'Ali (a.s.): ;, The instrument of governing is tolerance and 
forbearance.”" 

683. Imam r AH (a,!,): "People delving into something is a 
preliminary step forward* achieving it/' 1 

684. Imam 'Ali “Beware of doing something that makes an 

honorable person disgust you, or debases your status, or ushers 
evil toward* you, or makes you suffer a penalty on the Day of 
Resurrection. 11 

685. Imam r Ali (a,s.): "Hr who rises to a high position undeservedly 
will collapse unreasonably.”'^ 

686. Imam E Ali (a.s.)t "Measure people with their own scales.” 0 

687. Imam r Ali (a.s.): "Wisdom is that you do not dispute with your 
superior, do not debase your subordinate, do not promise [to 
do] what you are not capable [of doing]; that your tongue 
should not disagree with your heart and your words should not 
disprove your deeds. Do not talk about what you have no 
knowledge of. Do not give up affairs when applicable and do 
not pursue them when inapplicable.”' 

688. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “Treat 
the honorable magnanimously, the average interestedly and 
fearfully and the ignoble contemptuously/ 1 " 


j. Ghumral-IJikam, U. 9*22, 'Uytitj tiiiiikiiw w« ai-Mtr&u'fjt, p. 473, h s&v& 

1. Nahj sl-Bald^hahi Aphorism Pfi, Khuid'is diA p. IK), Ghxrdr al-Hikum, 

hJ2M. 

3. GhtttiT (tl-Uikant, b. SM7, 'Uyitu al-ljikvm at-A-Ittwaijz, p 242, h. 46 1 1 

4. Ghnrar {il-lhk&m, h 2727, iil-Hikttm s>a rif-Mtnva'tz, p- 100, I *291 

5. Gbifmr h 86H. 

6 al-Mawti 7* P This apparently means to measure people 

seconding to tfieir own capacities and circumstances. 

7. Ghttrat ail Mam. h, y4St) h ‘Uyxn al-Hiknm wz al-Mwa V& p. 473, h. tohi 

8. Shark Nahj zl-Baldghab, '»'ol r 20, p 311 r h. 574. 
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689. Imam r Ali (a.s.) - from jn aphorism attributed to him: "If you 
have a friend whose brotherhood and friendship you do not 
approve, do not reveal it to the people, for such a friend ss like 
a dull sword in one's house that frightens the foe and they do 
not know whether it is sharp or dull/' 1 

690. Imam 'Ali (a.s.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: 

111 When ever a friend ol yours docs something good to you do 
not pay him back with full reward, but reserve some oi it for a 
later time when his benevolence adds up, 11j 

691. Imam r Aii (a,s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “There 
are some people who diminish their favor when you increase 
yours and degrade you when you take them as your special 
friend. Their pleasure is not positioned where you can realize it 
and their fury is not situated where you can avoid it. It you 
ever encounter them, offer them youi common friendship and 
deny them your deep friendship so that what you grant them 
may serve as n defense against their harms and what you deny 
them may keep their respect in check. 

692. Imam f Ali (a-*-,) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “A 
person who heads a group, wisdom forbids him to get drunk, 
for it is indecent tor a guardian to be in need gl someone [else] 
to guard himT 4 

693. Imam r AI i (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: "Do not 
accept chairmanship over the people ol your hometown since 
they would not be in agreement with you unless you overpass 
the status of an accomplished leader ." b 

694. Imam r AIi fa.s,) ■ ■ from an aphorism attributed to him: “Do not 
serve a leader whose indolence you are aware of and whom the 
circumstances has raised [to a high position] and he knows that 
you are aware of his past. For although he would be pleased 
with your service, he knows how [disdainfully| you look at 
him, so he would be annoyed with you/” 


L Ibid, vo | jo, p. 3G&, h 55C 

2 , [bid, vol. 20, p 33], b 7sw. 

\, [bid, vcl 20, p. .120, h 673. 

4. Ibid, vol 2-li, p. JjI. h 871, 

5. Ibid, voL 2U, p, 282, h 232. 

6. Ibid, vol. 20, pi 337, b, 3*5, 
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695. Imam 'All (a.s-,); “Do not let your desires be free, for they will 
lead you to the ways of tyrants and hence destroy you, Once 
truLli comes to you and you happen to realize it, do not be 
indolent about it, as you will be at a great loss.”' 

696. Imam r A]i (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him; "Ihe 
most detrimental to you ts to inform your superior that you 
excel over him in chairmanship.”" 

697. Imam 'All (a~s,) -from an aphorism attributed to him: “TEie 
little that leads to abundance is better them the abundance that 
leads to little, ;T 1 

698. Imam r Ali (a s.) -from an aphorism attributed to him: "It is ol 
no harm to you to find your friend with your foe, lor if he 
brings you no profit he will not cause you any harm.”" 1 2 3 


! Tliktif Ai-'IJjfid y p. I Su. 

2 Sharp Nahj tli-Rdlrtghfih, vol 50, |j. IV?, ll. ikn. 

3 Ibjd, vol, 20, p. 344, h. 953, 

4. tbid, vol 20, p. 33b, h, a.52, 
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